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FOREIGN. 



CHARLES THE NINTH, 

KI^G OF FRANCE. 

[1560—1574.] 



This Prince was only eleven years of age when 
he was crowned. His mother, Catherine of 
Medicis, exprefllng her apprehenfions^ ;hat the 
fatigue of the ceremony might be too much for 
him ; he replied, <' Madam, I will very wil-^ 
*^ lingly undergo as much fatigue, as ,often as 
•' you have another Crown to beftow upon me.** 

.When the Conftable de Montmorenci died, 
the young Prince did not immediately name 

VOL. I v. B another 
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2 C&AALES THE NINTH. 

another pcrfon to that place of power and con- 
fequence : '' I wfll-/* faid he, ^^ carry my own 
" fword in future." 

Charles fpoke very mfiMrh like a perfon fit to 
govern, when he faid of himfeif one day to his 
Afe)>Ji*^ **» .Mih<d to kcfep htm uh4er Hfe^ 
diredion, " that he would no longer be kept in 
•* a box like the old jewels of the Crown." 

In his reign tKe TfiftMous malTacre of St. 
Bartholomew was ' p^tpfetrated. The old and 
excellent Chancelier de I'Hopital, who was at 
his country-houfc when it happened, exclaimed, 
" How execrable a sieaAire ! I do not know 
'* who advifed the IGng to confent to it ; but 
^' I fear that he will fufFer for it, as well as all 
" his kingdom.'* . — . 

On the fdtal day of St. Bartholomew, Charles 
fired with an arquefifffft ftWh the windows of the 
Louvre upon his Huguenot fubjedls, (who were 
e?dffin^tht^St!ne.ih hopcfe to avoid Afc gbh^i*! 
carriage :srnd m'afFkcre) crying out dt'thft faint 
tithe tcr the foldfew that We ncarWm, ^'Fit^, 
''fii-er •' 

' - One cf the great atntrftmenfcs of this- Prftici 
^as, to cut off the hekdfe 'cff the different i^fttiaTs 
whicli he Act tvith, jtftef hirlring ^aid klic 
xr^hcTt of them for -their Idft. Ht '^sr one 
night ibour to exercife thfe fetne -cruelty upoA 
Vheirftjle of M. de Lanfac, who ftopped his 

Majefty 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAHl^BS THX NdtN^H. S 

jMBaje% in. his Jioble Maufement by exclaiming^ 
'* Quid tibi cum Muh mt^ i^ffidium imterc^t^ 
^' Reu Cbriftianilftmer* 

ChaAes ^ ttVtttnily fbfiA 6f Jhe exercifes 
of the field, and wfote a treatifb upon them, 
vhich was publilhed hy Villcroi ift iSa^ with 
this title : « Cbqffe Royale par Charles IX.'' 
He wair indeed a Priace o£ great a(5i:ivity of 
body, and hated to flay in the houie. Houfet 
he uftd to call the tombs of the living. 

Charles Biiilt a forge hear his palace at Fon« 
tainbleau; /'Where/* fays Btantdlne, "I have 
«' feen him hammer out guns,' horfe-fhoes, and 
*' other things in iron, as well as the flrongeft 
"^amiimift Expert iimtl)'«" . » 

Mn ivai fond of cohiifig money. Having 

'One4ay^ (lAWcd fome coin of his making to the 

Gaidimr of Lorrain, "Sire/' faid the latter, 

«' how h^ppf it is ftf yiiutftae you alwajns a»rsy 

^y^ur own patdon about you!" In bad #e^ 

Ther Charles ufed to fend for the Poets that 

-were about his Court inito his clofet, and amufe 

himfelf with them. He made good verfes hwn- 

.^ftif $ many of them are to be found amonglt 

>lfo Worlds of Ronfard. 

. The foitowiiig lines were addrefled by hiih 
t^ that ^tcr; in which, in a very ele- 
igant MJMdinfer, tfat tcmpire of the poet oVer tht 

B.2 mtods 
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4 CHARLXa THE KIKTH.. 

minds of mtn, is preferred to that of th^ 
monarch over their bodies: 

Vwrt dijinre its vtrs (dut on s'en indipurj 
' Dpit ttre dflus haute prix que celui de re^ner^ 
Tons deux egalenunt nous portons des couronnesp 
, Mais Royje les refols^ poete tu les donnes. 

Ton efprtt enjlamme d'une calefie eirdeur 
Eclati pur fn^mime^ W mot par ma grandeur* 
Si du cote des Dieuxje cherche ravantage, 
Ronfard eft leur mignon^ ^ jejuis Uur imagi* 
Ta iyre, qui ravit par defi doux accords ^ 
T afervit les efprits dont je nai que les corps. 
Elle t*en rend le maitre, ii ffait t'introduire 
On le plusjier tyran ne peut avoir Pempire. 

Charles was generoiis, particularly to men of 
letters. He penfioned and gave rich benefices 
to Amyot^ the celebrated tranflator of Plutarch^ 
who had been his tutor. One of his maxims 
was, that a King Ihould be continually giving; 
and that as all the money in the kingdom came 
to Kings, in like manner as fmall rivers fall into 
the Ocean, they fhould again diflribute it in 
different channels, s 

When Charles was at Bonrdeaux, he pardoned 

a Nobleman whom the Parliament of that city 

had condemned to death for having . killed a 

' man. The King fent for the widow of the dc- 

Cceafed perfon^ and faid to her, '* Madam, I 

**^truft that you will .likeuifc pardon the mur* 

•' dercr 
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CHARL£S Tax NIWTH. 5 

^* derer of ]rour hufband^ and accept of his 
•' eftate to indemnify you for his lols.'* — " Sire," ^ 
replied the highr.fphrite4 Jtadf, ••! qmnot ac- 
'^ cept of fo mean and fo fcand^Ious an indem- 
/^ nifkation. But fince 'you are nnAt powerful 
'< than the laws and juilic<, I intJM^ jou tok 
'' grant before-hand M my fo|i the iame pardoa. 
^ diat you have granted to tlie.muiderer of ki» 
** father, and I iliall, in conibquence of tinu 
*<^ pardon gnrhted to him, bring bim up widv 
^ the hope that he will revenge, in. yqur place» 
** the death of his father, without having any 
^ rea/bn to fear for his own life." 

After the accurfed day of St. Bartholomew, 
Charles became wretched and melancholy s his 
continually imagined that he heard g^ans and 
Ihrieks ; he loft all reiiih for his ufual amufe* 
ments; and, after a difeafe of a few days, died 
in the moft horrid manner, hia blood exuding 
dirough the pores of his fkin. Not Jong before 
his death, his mother CCadierinc de Medicis) 
approached his bed, to tell him feme news 
which (he thought would have roufed bim frona 
his ftate of languor and defpondency. ** Alas I 
«* Madam/* replied he, coolly, «« all fublunary 
<' things are now become quite indifferent to me/* 
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GATHERINK D8 MfDlClS. 

' Whint this ttvccrable Frioccfs landed at 
Mbiibilles^ die galley iK^hich carriai her boro Ike 
device of die Siin, with thefe woixh in Gm^, 
^ 1 bfing light and fine/iKcath^nV* The enirbt» 
of , her Govtsrpment aiifiivered very ill to her 
device : civil van/ ploos^ conTpimcies^ i^ipine-^ 
Aaflacres^ and murders, fillcd up the period of it. 

Catherine is repvefented as a Prmcefii of » 
mod majeftic prcfence^ and with great powm oS 
pleafing in convecfation, when ibe chofe to eaert 
them. Brantdcne reprefents her as being fenc} 
of buffoonsj and always ready to laugh at 
their jokes ; '* for/' adds hc> " <^ /on wUurd 
f^ Me etoit joviak, ei aimani a dire le mof. Hex 
*« afternoons (according to the fame WriterJ wcxf^ 
«< always palled in emhi'oideriiig and in working 
M on filk, in which flic greatly excelled.'* 

Many fatires were publilhed againft her: 
her ufual method of treating their authors was 
to {iay, << If thefe blockheads now did but know 
^'half as much of me as I could tell them!" 
When defired to punifli them, flie replied, '* 1 
" hope 1 have a foul above revenge." 

At the liege of Havre, Ihe mounted oh 
horfcback at the head of her army, expofed 

3 ' herfclf 
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hqf^lf 10 ^c. J^rc ftf iftic^ ei^iiH^ Mte, ^. njfjft 

cli^ Bji^Jf^f of Guife ai^ i^ ^aQiff;^^^ ^. Mopt* 
ii)ocfnci nqc to. ex99(p hj^r ppripi^ fo v^Wib^ 

" lofe that! you^ and dq yq^ tkifii; I have i^ 
'.' ^s ro^ch <:ouragf 3'* 

A t|nq^ wi^ IJtruf k pjf her witl? the fajnc in, 
fcjrjpf iqq as that qn (omfi of thf coins of ^bc 
Roman Empreflcs : " C^tkwif^ d^ M^^M 
«' Mater Cajlrwum.'' 

When one daf (he aterheanl fome of ^bc 
foldiers abuiing her extremely, the Cardinal of 
Lorraine faid he would order them immediately 
to be hung. "By no mesyts/' excUin;ic^ tjjic 
Princefs : '* I wi(l\ pofteriry to. Ijnp.w, fh^t'a 
'' woman> a queen, and an Italian, has once in 
" her life got the better of her anger.'* 

Catherine was extremely liberal, and a yery 
generous ProtcdrcCs pf the Art^. . How, mortify- 
ing it is to human..n«tpff| that perfidy, cj^udty, 
and impiety, Ihpuld ftain fuch a chaifi^krt •' 

The Deputies of the Reformed Religiok in 
France treated with this Qween anid her Coun- 
cil, i^Mxi after the horrid mallkcre of the per- 

Tons 
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8 eATB£RiN£'D£ MEDrCfsi 

fpns of theif perfuafibn on the day of St. Bar- 
fhol&mew. *fhc parties had agreed upon the ar-' 
tides of the treaty, and it only remained to give' 
fecurity on the fide of the Court for the per- 
fbrmahce of them. Many methods were pro- 
pofed, and aS often rejedcd by the Deputies: 
at laft the Queen angrily faid, "Why fure! the 
'* word of a King is a Tufficient fecurity, is it 
«not?'\One of the Deputies anfVcred, "No," 
" by Saint Bartholomew! Madam." 

A Comet appearing in France during the 
time oif the League, fe^med to afFed the fpirits 
and the chcerfulneft of Catherine. This oc- 
cafionid the following Lines : 

' SpargiTft iorrenSas cum triftU in athtre crinfs 

VitUurique daretjigna Come/a mali, 
Eccifua Riginfl tlmens mcJ} .eonjcia vit0 

Credtdit invifunp pofcerefata caput. 
Quid Regina times? Namque hac maJa^ qua minantur^ 
Longa timeHda tua eft: non tua vita irevis. 

Whilft thro' the wide cxpanftt of liguid aii: 
yon Comet trails its horrid fell of hair, 
The impious Catherine with remorfc and dread 
Sees the dire Fates demand her hated head. 
if to portend fome ill the flar appear, 
Be oalm, great Frincefs, and difdain to fear ^ 
Heaven in its utmoft vengeance csiAnot civc^ 
A curjTe fo baleful as to let thee live. 

V I have 
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CATHERINE DE HEDICIS. 9 

** I have often," fays Dupleflis Momaf^ in 
his Notes upon the Hiftory of Thuanus^ ••heard 
'•Henry the Fourth fay, ^t at the time the 
•• Cardinal of Lomine diedj ^he ^as with the 
«• Queen his Mother-in-Iaw« Catherine of Me-> 
*« dicis, in her dbinet, • with whom he was 
^reading the oliSce of Vefpew, vcrfc hy veifci 
^ and that fh^, lifting^ up her head, fuddenlf 
^ cricifl out that Ihe Taw the Catdinal of Lor- 
^ raine^ who made a iign with his finger ti> her^ 
••in the geflure of a perfon threatening her; 
^•▼cry pile and very frightfiil; whilft himfelf 
^« (Henry) never dared to lift up his head» 
^' in Ipitc of M the- Queen faid to him. ' Ma- 
f^dame de Sauve (afterwards Marquife A 
^* MoirmoQtier) who was fitting in the next 
'^ apartment^ came into the room on hearii^ 
f • the Queen cry out, and the phantom imme« 
•• diatdy difappeared. ' The Queen on the in- 
^•ftant fcntto enquire after the Cardinal^ knd 
••was told that he died about the time that 
•• he appeared ro her. M. de Foix told me, 
f^that the Cardinal of Lorraine waspoifbned 
f^ by the Cardinal d'Arriiagnac, with* whom 
f he" had fbmc quarrel; which agrees/* adds 
pupleffis, ^ with what is here mentioned/' 
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(ikP Dultfe. And 1m« ^T9fhqr tl^cC^t^ai of |^n, 

?« mcM pnkm by ^ ^4^ of .thcp>.'* 

. AfWr Ihe c^lebm«?d t^at^lA of S){. QjenjM^ » 
^IMHiib.Pgi^eF, <)f i^nlf: wirpt^ to thf pin}ft of 
CwTe, .» f«aj»eft t»iw» ta fidiy^p «p tp. |uip qn« 
HE hjf 09.V9I thft M iied tp tbo Efj^ncb caipp 

p^ tl\c tUvo the vakife of it, a,nid ifrrqtf W9Ki 
to. tl)fi SfAnilh oijiccr,. thac he would ocver be 
t^ occfflio^ of piitdag chaiof ^igaj» upon a 
Qifne, th^t hii^l bieconie « fcfc m^ . by- fetcing 
M|« foQS intp th? kingd.om of France. '* It 
« Wful(^, . iqdecd," a^clcd he^ "be a violatioa 
*< of t|)e privileglQt of that great kingdom, 
** whioh confift in reftoring freedom to any 
** one mtHo pomes into it to fcck> tbare th^t 
*' precious gift." 

The Baron de Lunebouig, Commander of 
one of the mercenary German regiments that 

fcrved 
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TEAK^CIS^ DUG DX QU'MX.' 11 

ferved under the Duke» vaa much difpkafed 
^ the Duke^s exaraining into tke ftate of Ink 
ibldkr& i aqd fo fu loft the rdppft due to • \ai 
iJiuftriQUS OeaerdJ) 2&.t9 drav out one of his 
piftois^ 3n4 pireiont. it at the Duke ;, ivho iii|ifie« 
dktely, with . the greuteft /oftg Jiwd, di^^ ^ fan 
Btcjod, and knocked the piftoii out of theGtr^ 
anil's .Ifuidi ' Qtufe's- aid-du^ainf^/ M. dt 
MfiBtpeut/waa going to kill the Oficqr^ b»t 
vaa intmxupted bytheDuke^ Mrhofaid, ^Soop^ 
^'* Sir 1 . Po you fnppofe I cannot kiU a naa 
«' as well as yourfelf^ when I think fit ?** Then 
turning toward the German^ he f^d, *^&g, I 
•* forgive you the infuit you have put uponmci 
^ bux. as for tl^t which you have dooe to the 
^' fcrvice of my Sovereign^ of whofe perfim I 
" im the rcprefciuative, his Ma^efty will ftttic 
^< that a$ he pleaTes/* Then turning to fbnae of 
Jtiis ioldiers^ he &id> '* Hcre> forae of ypu con^ 
«^4udt this infolent fellow to pnfim!" The 
Puke proceed^ wiihhis vifit to the reft of the 
Crerman tropp^^ and never afterwards fuffered anj 
raoleftation. 

The Duke vas informed^ that a Prot^flane 
GG9t}ra[)an had coo^e into his camp with an 
intention to ' aflaflinate him. He fent for kina 
(whp immediately avowfd his intention)^ and 
the Duke a^e^ h^m^ whether his defign a^ofe 
from any offence he had ever given him. '* Yom 

" Excellence 
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13 FRA.NCIS, DUC VB GUISX*. 

^ Excellence never gave me anyi I afiure you/* 
leplied the Gentleman ; *^my motives for defiring 
*' your life is, becaufe you are the. greateft cne* 
**my our Religion ever knew.** — "Well then,. 
*' my friend/' iaid the Duke to him, «* if your 
*^ Rctigion incites you to aflailinaici me, my 
«« Rriigion tells me to fbigive you /* and he 
ftnt. him immediately out of his camp. An« 
Other, perfon was once brou^t to the Duke, 
who bad bonded that he would kill him. The 
Ditke, looking at him very attentively, and ob- 
iervihg his extremely embarrafled and fneaking 
countenance, faid to his Officers, (hrugging up 
his (boulders, '< That blockhead will never have 
*' the heart to kill me; let him go; it is not 
•' worth while to arrcft him.** 

The Duke of Guife was vidorious over his 
rival the Prince of G^nde, 'the head of the Pro- 
teftant party, at the famous battle of Dreux in 
1562. The Prince of Condi was taken prifoncr, 
and brought to the Duke, whom (after having 
entertained at his table) he made take half of his 
bed with him at night; and (as his Biographer 
fays) the Duke flcpt as perfeifHy found by the 
Ikle of his rival, as if he had been in bed with 
one of his own fons. 

Puttenham fays, **that a French Captain was 
•« fitting at the lower end of the • Duke of 
•• Guife's table, amongft many, the day after 

" there 
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FRAKCIS, 0VC DE GUISE. 1$ 

*' there had been a great battaile foughcen. 
*^ The Duke« finding that, this Captain was not 
** feene to doe any thing that day in the fields 
** taxed him thus in a]l their hearings: Where 
•« were you, Sir, the day of the battaile ? jfer I 
«• ftwe ye not. The Gaptaine anfwered pifompt^ 
♦' ly. Where ye durft not have beene. And fhc 
♦' Duke began to kindle with the worde; whick 
'< the Gentleman perceiving, iaid fpeodily, I was 
^'that day amongft the carriages, where your 
'' Excellence would not for a thoufand crowns 
•' have been ftene. " 

The Duke of Guife haying fold moft of hit 
eftates to make himfeif popular, it was faid diac 
he was the greateft ufurer in France, as he bad 
nearly laid out all that he was worth upon 
obligations. 



' DUG DE GUISE, 

Called le balafre/'from a scar that he had ' 
on his cheek, 

Was the fon of the preceding Duke, and from 
his earlieft years ^diftinguiflied himfeif by his 
courage and his generofity. 

« Ambition/' 
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f4 DfTb bt Gtnsi;^ Lb ftALAVRE. 

^ ATttfcitbn,'* fays the Abbe de Cholfy, 
^ corftrpttd iTl his virtues. Hkvkig ^Ae <J4^ 
^ W6ri tt c«ft(M€>fabIe film df fttbitey of M. if*a, 
•* <fhe 'Siipttihttrid^iit df the Fif»nce^ oF Fwmctf, 
*« Mv d'6 feJ« ^rifc df bis Clerks with the ftift\ 
^ in t\t<y b^, one cohtarning the gdd, dnd 
^* the dther the fiWer. The t)uke by fiiiftkkfc 
<* t)rffciited tht Qtrk tirith thte bag in trblch 
••IvAsA^giW, and oh his cotniflg fibe next dd^ 
^ t« t)i)l Mm whdt a rmftake he had mside, thfe 
* Duke fa'id to- him, Well then, my friend, & 
•« Fortune has been fo very kind to you, yoti 
«» taeift Iddk out fot fome other pcribn than the 
^ btrke df -Goife to envy your good luck ; fi> gD 
-•5 yotor Way and -fee^p the tnOney/* 

The ParliaWifenc of fkris gw>c thii difthi^ 
guiflied Prince the noble title of •' The PreferVOr 
" of his Country ;" a title which his eminent 
qualities of mind and of body well deferved, 
had they not been tarniflicd with infolence and 
ambition. 

At the battle of Renti, M. dc St. Fal, one of 
his Lieutenants, advaricing too haftily toward 
the j;nemy, he gave him a ftroke with his fword 
upon his helmet, an4 Hopped him. After the 
battle, the Duke being told that > St. Fal was 
•^Ueh'Murt at the affront he fuppofed himfelf 
to hive fcceitcd, fertt for him to the King'is 
tent, in which were th* S^veitign ^nd the. 

principal' 
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^rihei^A^l^rtdrat Offlcdk^, ifinS tiOA Mm. *' Kiw 
^ de ^f . ^sH, V<«» at* oftilAed, 1 Arid, «t thfe 
"«* Wtfti^ Whidb 1 give -you feir idVandng tek 
^* haMty.i Istft it fe iltfA^ ThxKh \*X(tr th*t t 
v^iKbdl^ iiiift givth it to ^db to thAt jtn 
** ^dp,- Aslrt to iha*e ybo *dvaftcfe; Tli^ bkHfr 

*to ybo. I-aflt thfe otJtAi*^ *rf"^hi*fe ®^»Wfe- 
^mtft." 'rh^y'ohe aMd- aU dfcdarirife, . thilt k 
ttow giVfti to'rtptfefi ta 'cjtctfi bf arfout *hd iSf 
courage •fephfcifrt'a tti6re hiort6ur tkm dMgraeli. 
Br. Fal wis fktisf?(fll. '. . ,' 

Tih'c bfiktf tbbit Calais ftofti tJie EnglHI?, 
wTio haai)^h iA-^ffeflioh of it apicarfr bf two 
hundred yca^^ id dght da^s tlxite, ohd' in ttib 
midit of wiriteK' 

TlieChancArorOfththce, LcTellitr, uftdtb 
relate Aiis anecdoft oTf M. de "Ouifer-i-Thfe 
iuke was',irtayrica tb A ^tlntcis of Gleres, ii 
wbrhah &r'great b'ekut^ ; Zti^ iVdih living in k 
very galfaht courf, that Of C^herittfe dc Bfedltii, 
The W fuppdfdi) nbt to be infenfiblt x6 the paffioh 
Which '9 hahc^oifie ydDHg mttn of the name of 
St. h^aigrin ciitfertaihed for ^trl Catherine cfe 
'Medrcts having oii foHle paiYicuhir dky ihyited 
tlie principal iadi^'s >c the court to a ball an^ 
Tupjpisr, at which' each of th'efft was to be ftrvefi 
by t'he.young Noblemen of the Court, who "WeH> 
to bedrefled'iri the" liVcries of their miftreflte, 

the 
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the Duke veiy anzioufly intreated the Duchefi 
iM^ to be prcient, telling her that he did not in 
;die lexR miftruft her virtue^ but that as the 
Public had talked pretty freely about her and 
St. Maigrin, it was much better that (he (hould 
not go, as it might afford freih natter for fcandal^ 
The Duche^ pleaded in excufe^ that as the 
Qiieen had invited her to go^ ihe could , not 
pqflibly refofe .her*' ' The Duchefs went to the 
entertainment^ ; which, lasted till fix o'clock in 
the morning. At tfiat very late hour ihe re* 
turned home and went to bed. She had^ how- 
ever» fcarcely laid herfelf down in it^ when Ihe 
/aw the door open, very flowly, and the Duke 
of Guife enter the room^ followed by an aged 
iervant^ who carried a bafon of broth in his 
^haiidv .The Duke immediately locked the 
door,, and coming up to the bed in a very deli- 
berate manner^ thus accofted her in a^lRFIh 
jand determined tone of voice : '' Madam^ al- 
** though you would not do lafl: night what I 
*' defired you^ yoU (hall do it now. Your 
*' dancing of lafl: night .has mod probably 
^ heated you a Jittle ; you mull drink immedi;* 
" atcly this bafon of broth.** The. Duchels, ' 
fuipcding it to be poifon^ burfl: into a flood of 
tears^ and begged hard that the Duke would 
permit her to fend for her ConfefTor before ihe 
drank it. The Duke told her again that Ihe 

muft 
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muft drink it; and the.Duchefs, finding ail r^ 
fiilancc to no purpofe, fwallowcd the broth. As 
fson as ihe had done thin, he if^cnt out of the 
room, having locked the door after, him* lii 
three or four hours afterwards the Duke again 
paid her a vifit^ and| with an afia5ted fmile 
upon his countenance, faid, "Madam, I am 
^'afraid that you hav^ fpent your time very 
" unpleafantly fincc I left you $ 1 fear too that 
'* I have been the caufe of this : judge then, 
•• Madam, of all (he time that youliave made me 
** pafs as unpleafantly as this. Take comfort, 
" however ; you have, I aflure you,, nothing 
" to fear. I am willing to believe, in my tum^ 
" that I have nothing to be apprehenfive of* 
" But however, in future, if you plcafc, we wi^ 
'* avoid playing thefe tricks with one another." 

The Duke was aflaflinated in 1588 by Pol« 
trfit de Mari, a Huguenot, and an enthuliaft, 
who thought that by this horrid a&ion he did 
fervice to religion, in violating one of her mof^ 
facred laws. 

On the day before that on which he was a£. 
laffinatcd by order of his Sovereign, Henry the 
Third, fome one put a note under his plate at 
dinner, to inform him of the King's int^tioQ. 
He read the note with great coolnefs; wrote 
under, ^with his pencil, "// n*ofcr9it^ He dato 
"not do it;" finiihed his dinner very quietly 5 

▼ot. IV. ' c aitd 
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and the next morning attended his Sovereign as 
ufual, when he found too late the truth of the 
intelligence conveyed to him. The generous 
King of Navarre, afterwards Henry the Fourth 
of France, faid upon the occafion, "If Guife 
" had fallen into my hands, I would have 
" treated him in another manner. Alas 1" laid 
he, " why did he not unite himfelf to me, and 
" then we would have gone together and con- 
*f quered that fine country of Italy ?" 

The t)uke of Guife, hpwever, well deferved 
the fate he met with. He was in arms againfl 
his Sovereign ; and at the deteftable day of St. 
Bartholomew caufed the brave and virtuous 
Cpligni to be murdered, and afterwards tram- 
pled upon his dead body, when it was thrown 
out of the window by his favage orders. Guife 
was brave, magnificent, and generous; three 
qualities which but too often fafcinate the 
minds of the mafs of mankind fo much, that 
fhey do not fufficicntly conlider whether they arc 
directed by juftice and difcretion. 

The laft Duke of Guife gav« the Abb6 Ar- 
naud the following inftance of his uncle's extreme 
readinefs in taking a refolution, and his firmnefs 
in executing it : 

" The Duke of Guife was one evening at 
♦'a ball given by Catherine dc Mcdicis at 
*' Paris, and >vas danqing with a beautiful lady 

ccof 
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•*of rai\k, with, whom he was upon very good 
^ terms, when, taking him afidc, Iho whifpered 
^ in his'ear^ * Upon my word, it is a fine thing 
** to fee you amu/c\yourfclf here, while ydur 
•* enemies are getting pofleffion of the towa of 
^ Meaux from you I' He got out of her 
" in as few words as poffible the fecret of die 
*' enterprife that was carrying on againft him^ 
" and without appearing to take any notice 
'' of what was told him, ordered one of his 
"gentlemen to go df redly to the Hotel dc 
" Guife, and to wait for him there with an 
" Arabian horfc that could make great expe- 
^'dition* The Duke ftaid out the ball as if 
** nothing had happened, returned home, un- 
" dreffed himfelf, went to bed, and difmiflcd 
•* all his attendants. Soon afterwards he got 
•* up, dreffed himfelf, and by a back ftair-cafe 
'' reached the private door of his hotei, where 
" his groom was waiting for him with his horfc,, 
«* as he had ordered. He immediately mount- 
" cd him, and without a fingle attendant 
" reached Meaux, thirty miles diftant from 
•* Pafis, juft as the gates were opening. He 
" puiptied on diredlly to the guard-houfe, and 
" in a firm tone of voice a(ked where fuch and 
'• fuch Officers were, whom he named, and or- 
•' dcrcd them to be brought before him* A fud- 
" den murmur immediately rifes among the 
c a '^ foldicrs. 
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'♦^ fbWicrs, The inhabittnts Heauring thut M, d^ 
'♦ Guke was arrived, foilovr him immediately to 
" the markcupltce, wheifc. he Hops to harangue 
••them. He then makes all thofe pcrfons lay 
••down their arms who had taken them vp- 
"againft him. He delivera from the prifons 
•• thofe of his own party, which the contrary one 
•' had thrown into them. In ihort, he fpoke and 
•« he menaced with fo much ferte and dignity, 
•' that he made the people do jud a9 he pleafedf 
•• and aild* having put every thing upon its an- 
•• cient footing in his own favour, he returns to 
•« Paris with the fame fpeed with which he left it, 
••'and sheared the fame day at the Louvre, the 
♦• Court of his Sovereign in that city, as if he 
•• had never quitted it.*' 

On Princes fo powerful, and fo excelling in 
courage and in refourcc, Charles the IXth might 
well make this Quatrain ; 

Le Rot Fran f on ne faillU pffint 
Quand il fridit que ceux de Guife 
Mettroient fes enfans ^n pourpoinf^ 
Et ious fes fujeti en chemtje. 

King Francis in a prophet's ftrain 
Thus paints the race of proud Lorrain ; 

•* Thcfc Princes of the Houfe of Guife 

" Such woiki'rous power exert, 
** The doublet of my fdns they'll fcixc, 

«5 My ftibjeSs very Ihirt." 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



sue DB suits,' L£ BALAFRS. 21 

The bodies of the Duke and his brother the 
Cardinal were refufed to their motherj, by the 
Monarch who had (^fed them to be murdered: 
they were confumed by quick4ime immediately 
after the aflalfination, and were buried in the 
church of Che Dominkan Convent at £u in Noiu 
mandy ; where they are depofited under two mo* 
numents without any infcripdon. 

Tlie Duke of Guiie*i peribn was fo majeftic, 
chat when hii foveieign, Henry the Thinly caufed 
him to be maflacred in lus prefence, he could not 
help exclaiming^ as he ikw him lying on the 
ground^ '^ Mom Dteu^ C9mfif€ it tjl grand^ HmS 

The I%ike of Guife^ on fettii^ out upon fome- 
very dangerous expedition, was delired by his 
brother, the Duke of Mayenne, to deliberate 
maturely before he engaged in it. " Brother/* 
replied he, " be alTured, that what I was not able 
^' to refolve on in a quarter of an hour, I fhould 
^« never refolve on, if I weit to ipend my whole 
^ life in thinking upon it/' 
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ANNE, DUC DE MONTMORENCI, 

GREAT CONSTABLE OP THE KINGDOM OF FRANCE^ 

-Who was Prime Miniftcr of France in the reigni 
of Francis the Firft and Henry the Second, as 
iveli as in thofe of Francis the Second and Charles 
the Ninth, prefeived that degree of confideration 
which mud ever be paid to a man of his abilities, 
and the firft Chriftian Baron* of Europe. This 
J great man was very unwilling to take up arms 
*again{l the Prince of Condi and the Colignys, to 
whom he was endeared by the ties of friend (hip 
•as well as thofe of confanguinity. He was, how- 
ever, induced to give way to this meafure, fo ini- 
mical 

* The Gcn«logiflf pretend that this illuftrious family is 
dcfcended from Lifbius, the moft noble and the moft power- 
ful of the Gaiils who inhabited that part of France called 
L'Ifle'dc France,, and that he was converted to Chriflianity 
by Su Dsnis about the year 245. 

Under the reign of Philippe le Bel, about the year 1 268, 
the head of the family of Montmorenci is thus entitled, 
** Montmorenci premier Baror^ Ckrejlicn de France, premier 
^^ ^eigneur de Montmorenci que Roi en France^** This made 
the celebrated Pere de la Rue fay in his funeral oration upon 
the Marechal de Luxemburgh, in fpeaking of his ancedors, 
<* La couronne n'ejt phs anciennefur la tete det nos Rois, que la 
*« Nobkjfe dans le Jang de ces heros. — The crown is not more 
** ancient on the head of our Monarchs, than the NoWllty 
«* in the blood of thcfe heroes," 
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tnical to his difpoficion, by the following ani- 
mated and forcible fpccth of his wife (Magda- 
Icine df Savoie), of whom he was very fond : 

•" It is then in vain. Sir, that you have taken 

^'^as a motto to your cicutchcon, the word of 

^^ command that your anceftors always gave at 

*' the onfet of every battle in which they were 

*' engaged (Dieu aide au premier Chreftien), if 

** you do not fight with all your energy in de- 

«* fence of that religion which is now attempted 

•^ to be deftroyed. Who then is to give an cx- 

*' ample of refpeA and of veneration for the Holy 

'* See, if not he who takes his very name, his 

«* arms, his nobility, from the firft Baron of 

'• France who profefled the holy Religion of 

" Chrift ?•• - 

At the age of . feventy, Montmorenci took 
the command, of the army which Charles* the 
Ninth lent againft the Huguenots in the plain 
of St. Denis. In fpite of the fulpicions of his 
fidelity which Charles and Catherine dc Medi- 
cis, without any re^fon, had entertained of him^ 
the Huguenots were defeated. The Conftablc^ 
after having performed prodigies of valour, after 
having received feveral wounds in his hands and 
his face, broke his fword in the body of one of 
the enemy '^dragoons; and as if indignation and 
defpair had added to his courage, he ftill fought 
with the exertions and vigour of a young man, . 

In 
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In this fituation Robert Stuart came up to ^im,. 
znd putting his loaded piftol to his throaty calU 
cd out to him to furrcrider. ** What, tdl me 
" to furrenderl" implied the Confhtble, "furtly 
^' yeu do not know me." -^ '* It is then bc- 
^ caufc I know you/' faid Stuart, «' that I 
**^vc you this/* On the inftant he fired 
his piftol, the charge of which the venerable 
Warrior received in his fide- then recovering 
himfelfj though mortally wounded, he* gave 
Stuart fo violent a blow with the pommel oif 
bis fword in his face, that he broke three of his 
teeth: each of them at the fame inftanf fell 
from his horfe, the Conftable in a fwooi), and 
dying. Montmorenci, foon recovering from 
his fainting fit, alkcd thofe who furrounded 
him, how the engagement was going on; and 
on being told that the King's army was mafter 
of the field, and that the engagement had been 
(as one might fay) fatal only to himfelf, he re* 
turned hi& thanks to the God of Battles, and 
begged them to quit him, and noc, <m his ac- 
count, leave the viftory imperfed* Then ad- 
dreffing himfelf to M. dc Sanzai, a relation of 
his, and a man of rank, he faid, "I am a dead 
*' man; but I blefs Heaven for permitting me 
«' to die for my Religion, my King, and my 
«* Country. 'Tell his Majefty how happy I am 
^ in finding that death, which I have fo often 

" fought 
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*' (ought in vain in the fervicc of \}k &thex 
^' and of his anctftors/' By this time hit chii'« 
dren and his friends came up to Xdm, and flatter* 
od him ivith the hepes of recovery ; ^ut finding 
himfelf ftruclc with dauh, be Jntreated t\iemto 
let him die an the fiel4 of battle. For a long 
time herefifted their intreaties to be earned to 
Paris ; at laft) not being able any longer to with- 
iland themj he faid^ " 1 confent then to be 
** taken to Paris, though under no hopes of 
*' being cured of my wounds^ for I am a dead 
V man; but to fee once more the King and the 
f' Queen; and to carry to them in my own 
'^peribn^ and by means of my wounds^ the 
^< ftroqgeft aiTurances of the fidelity that I have 
*' ever prcfcrved in their fervice%" 

In his laft moments, while he was fuiferit^ 
the moft excruciating torture from his wounds^ 
a Cordelier exhorted him to patience^ and re- 
fignation to the wUl of Heaven. '^Ah! my 
<'good Father/' replied the venerable hero, 
<* can you fuppofc that a man who has been able 
*' to pafs a life of near eighty years with honour^ 
** cannot tell bow to terminate properly the laft 
" quarter of an hour of it ?*' , 
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MARSHAL SEPIER. 

*« In the time of Charles the Ninth, Frcn<!h 
*'King/* fays Maftcr Puttenham, 'Vl being at 
*' the Spaw Waters, there lay a Marlhal of France, 
•• called Monficur de Scpier, to ufe thofc waters 
« for his health,- but when the Phyfitians had all 
•« given him up, and that there was no hope of 
'' life in him, came from the King to him a let- 
*' tcrs patents of fix thoufand crowns yearly pen- 
•* fion, with many comfortable wordes. The 
" man was not fo much pall remembrance but he 
«' could fay to the meflengcr, Trop tard! trop 
•• tard! — Too late! too late! it Ihould have come. 
•* beforCi, For indcede it had been promifed 
•* long, and came not till now that he could not 
^' fare the better for it,** 



BARON D'ADRETS 



Was, during the celebrated League of France^ 
Governor for the Huguenot Party in the city of 
Ma9on in that kingdom. By way of amuilng 
fome French ladies that he had with him at fup- 

per^ 
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per, he threw headlong from the walls of his caf- 
tle, into the river Saone, the Catholic prifoners 
that were brought in, tied two together* 

D'Aubigne calls him, " itiventeurde tons i^uan* 
" Uz^ qui bouffonmit en les executant — an inventor 
*' of all kinds of cruelties, who ufed to play the 
«* buffoon while he was executing them/* 

He would fon\etimes make his prifoners throw 
themfelves headlong from the battlements of a 
high tower upon the pikes of his foldiers. One 
of thefe unfortunate perfons having approached 
the battlements twice, without venturing to take 
the dreadful leap, the Baron reproached him witfc 
his want of courage in a very infultirig manner, 
'^Why now. Sir,*' replied the Prifoner, *'bold 
*' as you are, I would give you three times before 
•' you took the leap/' Thii pleafantry faved the 
' life of the poor fellow. 

This minifter of cruelty being one day alkcd 
' by D'Aubigne, why he made his foldiers excrcifc 
fuch horrid adls of barbarity, in a manner by ho 
means confonant to his very great courage, re- 
plied, ''that when foldiers make war in a refpeft- 
*' ful manner, they carry both their heads and 
• ''their hearts too low; — that it was impoffiblcto 
«* tejich them to put properly at the fame time 
"their hands to their fwords and to their hatSi-r- 
' " and that, in taking from them all hopes of mer- 
•^ cy, they were under the neceflity of looking for 

"no 
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^ no afylum but under the (hadow of their ftan- 
'' dand^^ and of not expeding to live unlefs they 
«' were vi^orious/' 



ADMIRAL De'cOLIGNY. 

Thi matiner of life of this illuftrioUs perfonage 
i^ thus defcribed by his ancient Biographer: 

*' As foon as the Admiral had quitted his bed^ 
«' which, in general^ was' very early in the morn. 
«Mng^ and had wrapped his night-gown round 
^' him^ he knelt down» as .well as his attendants^ 
«* and made a prayer, after the cuftom of the 
"French Huguenot churches; after which, while 
*' he was waiting for the time of the fermon 
" (which was preached every other day, accom- 
" panied with the finging of pfalms}, he gave 
" audience to the Deputies of the Churches that 
" were fent to him, and was employed in public 
" af{airs. Occafionaily, he did bufinefs after the 
" fcrmon till dinner-time. 

" When dinner was ready, his houfliold fer- 
*' vants, except thofe who were immediately cm- 
" ployed in preparing the neceflaries of the table, 
y all waited in the great hall, where, the table 
!* being laid, the Admiral, with his wife by the 

" fide 
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'' fide of him, ftood at the top of it j if there had 
*' been no fermon that morning a pfalm "wu fung* 
'* and then the ufual benediftion ; which cere- 
*' mony a great number as well of German Colo« 
*' nels and Captains as of French OffigcrSji who 
•* were afted to dine with him, can bear teftiinony 
** be obierved^ without ever intermitting a finglfi 
••dayi not only in his own hbofc, and when he 
•' was quiet, but even while he was with the ar- 
** my» The cloth taken away, he rofe, as well aa 
*' his wife and all his attendants, and either re« 
'« turned thanks himfelf, or caufed his chaplain to 
** do it. And obfcrving that fome of hia houf^ 
" hold could not regularly attend the prayers iA 
" the evening, on account of their occupations 
*' and . amufements, he ordered that every one of 
'^them (hould prcfent themfelves in the great 
*' hall after fupper, and then, after fingmg a 
«* pfalm, a prayer was faid. 

*' The number of the nobility of France, Who 
*' in imitation of the Admiral began to make this 
<* religious eftaWifhment in their houfbold, waa * 
'' wonderful. He indeed in perfon very often 
•' exhorted them to^be religious ( not thinking it 
*' enough that a matter (hould live himfclf pioufly 
'* and holily, if by his own example he did not 
'* take care that his fervants did the fame. It is 
" certain, that the virtue and piety of the Admi- 
'* ral made. him fo extremely refpofted even by 

•"thofe 
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•'thofe of the 'Catholic party, that without the? 
«* fear and dread of torments and of maflacre, the 
•* greatcft part of France would have been cbn- 
•• verted to the fame religious opinion and dif- 
•« cipline. 

«« When the time for the celebration of the 
••Lord's Supper approached, he called together 
<' all his houihold, and reprefented toxhem that 
•' they mufl: not only give an account to God of 
^ their paft life, but of their paflions; and he re-* 
•* conciled thofe perfons who had been quarrel- 
••ling. And if any one of .his fervants did not 
•« appear to him to be fufficiently prepared to un- 
•* derftand, and to have a proper veneration for 
«• the Holy Myftery, he himfelf took the pains to 
" inftrudl him; and if he faw any of them who 
•* perfifted in their evil courfes, he ufed to declare 
" openly and before them, that he had rather re- 
" main alone in his houfe, and wait upon himfelf, 
•• than keep a fet of wicked fervants. The Ad- 
«« miral, befides, had fo high a regard for the dif- 
•• cipline of the Colleges, and the inftrudion of 
^ children, that he looked upon them as particu- 
•' lar favours from Heaven, and ufed to call them 
•* feminaries of the Church, and fchools of piety^ 
«' He ufrd'to fay, that it was ignorance of letters 
•• that had thrown thick darknefs not only around 
«• the State, but around the Church (in which the 
«• Papal power has taken its rife and progrefs, 

'' and 
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^ and which has To complete an authority over 
^' the minds of ,tl}e blind and of the bigoted/ that 
*' it did to them, according to the ancient Pocts^ 
*' what the God of Wealth and of Hell, whom 
*' they called Dis, did to night and to darkneb). 
«« This induced him to boild, at a great expeiice, 
^^ the G>llege of Chatillon, in a fine air and fxtu<- 
*' ation, where he fupported many eminent Pix>- 
" feflbrs of the Hebrew, the Greek, and Latin 
" languages^ as well as many young ftudents.*' 

The moft ftriking proof of M. de Coligny'a 
high integrity and^ifintereilednefs is, that though^ 
from the great offices and dignities Which he 
filled, h« was able to benefit himfelf, and to gain 
great wealth (as moft perfons in his fituation 
would have donej^ he never added to his paternal 
eftacea lingle acre oi land; and though he was 
a rigid economift, yet, on account of the number 
of perfons of all ranks who came to him upon 
public bufinefs, and whom he treated in the moft 
hofpitable manner, {o as to expend upon thent 
what his own frugal difpofition would have laid 
by, he died greatly in debt, and left a confidcrable 
mortgage upon his eftate. 

One circumftance ftiould not be palled over in 
our account of this very excellent man, namely^ 
that incredible union of mind, of affcdion, and of 
benevolence, which was ever prefervcd between 
the Admiral and his two brothers, fo that they 
really 
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them. 

The Admiral wai murdered at the [age of fifty- 
five years and a half. He vai of a middling 
itature^ of a ruddy complexion^ well proportioned 
in his linibs^ and of a ealm and ferene countenance* 
His cone of voice was mild dnd agreeable^ but 
he fpoke with fomc difficulty. Hi» whole air 
and his walk were extremely decorous, and ex- 
hibited a plcafing gravity. He drank very little 
wine, ate very little, and never (tcpt more than 
ieven hours; and fince the lafl: peace, be never 
fuffered a day to pafs over without putting down 
in writing, in his paper journal, before .he went 
to bed, what things worthy of remembrance had 
happened during the time of the lad troubles. 
His journal being found after his death, and 
brought to his fovercign Charles the Ninth, his 
moft inveterate enemies could not withhold their 
admiration of the moderation and of the tranquiU 
Jity of his mind. After the peace, when he re- 
tired to La Rochelle, he ufed to read eveiy day, 
morning and night, a fermon of Calvin upon the 
Book of Job; telling his friends, that the hiftory 
of that patient fufferer w^as his confolation and 
general remedy in all his calamities. 
" La Fii de M^lfire Caspar pi Coli^ny, 6?r. 
*' Amflerdam, mdcxxxiii, 4to.** 

The Admiral, like all wife and good men, was 
cj^tr^mely unwilling to feck that rcdrefs by armS, 

•* which 
. 3 
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which th€ goodneis of his caufe demanded. 
" With great difficulty/* faya D'Aubignc in his 
Hiftory, " could he be prevailed upon to mount 
"his horfe, and join his buothers, ^ho were 
" waitii^g for him- This experienced Captain*^ 
adds D'Aubignc^ '' had combated th^ reafons 
*' that had been given for having rccourfe to the 
'' ^rcadful expedient of taking arms againil the 
*' Sovereign, and there remained no hopes of over- 
*' coming his fcruples, when a circumftance hap- 
" pened, which I will give to pofterity, not as an 
<' epifode well fuited to Poets only, but as a trudi 
'^ which I have learned from thofe who were 
'' concerned in it. In the evening after the laft 
*' converfation that the Admiral had upon the 
^' fubjed, he went as ufual to bed with his wifej 
" a Princ^fs of the Houfe of Savoy, a zealous 
*' Proteftant, but was foon awakened by her fobs 
''and iamentalions, when (he thus addrefTed 
** him : 

«* It is. Sir, with extreme regret that I difturb 
'' your reft by my uneaiinefs; but ,the .members 
^ of Chrift being torn as we now fee them, and 
" we belonging to that his facred body, which 
«' of us can remain infcnfible to this calamity? 
'^ You, Sir, do .not feel them lefs than I do; but 
«* you can, by your fuperior ftrength of mind, 
** cpiiqeal them better. Can you he angry with 
'' the dear and faithful partner of your jdys and of 

vol- IV. D " your 
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''your cares? Aft with as much opcnncfs as 
" rcfpeft. She fheds her tears and cafes her 
•' mind upon your brcaft. We here are remain- 
" ing at our cafe, while the bodies of our brethren, 
" fiefti of our flefh, and bone of our bone, arc 
«* ibme of them detained in dungeons, many of 
" them ftrewn about the fields, at the mercy of 
" the dogs and of the ravens. My breaft lias 
" become a tomb to me fince they have no 
". fepulture. Thefe Ihcets reproach me, becaufc 
" they have no fliroud. Can we fleep fo found 
•* then, as not to hear the dying groans of oUr 
♦' brethren ? Should I here bring to your remem- 
" brance the prudential reafons with which you 
" flopped the mouths of your brothers? - Would 
" you with equal fuccefs take out their hearts, 
" and let them remain equally without courage 
.*» as without a power of anfwering your objec- 
"tions? lam afraid that this wifdom of yours 
" is the wifdom of the children of this world, 
'' and that to be fo wife toward man is to be 
" Coolifh before God, who has given you the 
" fcience of a great warrior. Can you then, in 
'*' confcicnce, refufe to make ufe of thofe great 
." military qualities with which he has endowed 
:" you, in favour of his own children ? You have 
" occafionally confeflcd to me, that this gift of 
." Heaven has fometimes aroufed your mind. . It 
'' is the interpreter of the will of God. Are you 
• , " afraid. 
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^ afraid^ then, that God (hould impute a crime to 
*Vyou, if you obey it? The fword of a Knight 
*' which you wear, was it given to you to oppnefs 
•* ftillKnore the opprefledi or to reduce the power 
" of the tyrants? You have often owned chejuf- 
•* tice of going to war with them* Can then your 
"ftout* heart quit yourdefireof doing what is 
" right, from fear of failing in the attempt ? It . 
" is God himfelf alone that hebetates and difpirits 
*' thojfe perfons who refill his commands under 
" pretence of fparing bloods He knows well that 
** foul which is willing to deftroy itfelf, and that 
^' which is anxious to fave itfelf. I, Sir, have at 
" my heart the great quantity of blood that our 
" friends have lolh This bloody and your own, 
" will cry out in this very bed to Heaven toward 
•' God againft you, and you will be deemed the 
« murderer of all thofe whofe murders you do not 
" prevents 

•• Coligny replied : Since I find to my forrow^ 
** my dear wife, that I have availed nothing by 
•* all my arguments of this night upon the 
•^ vanity of popular infurredlions J upon th? un*ii 
^ certain beginnings of a party not yet formed; 
•* the difficulty of an attempt not only againft 
" Monarchs, but againft the poflcflbrs of a kingu 
** dom whole roots lie deep in the ground of 
«» ages ; fo many perfons interefted in its pro- 
" fer vation ; no profpcdt oT aa attack' from with- 
B 2 *• ©ut; 
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^'out; bot a gencitil peace jdft eoodod^d^ tod 
«' in its very firft bloom^ and, vrhac h worfc, 
^'made with oor neigKbouts, who cR-e joined 
^< together to rum in ; add then, the defexSBon 
" of the King of Navarre and the Coixflable from 
^* our party, lb much power on the iirfe of our 
<^ enemies, and fo much weaknefs on ours; and if 
^< all thefe circumilances taken together wiH make 
" no impreflion upon your mind, put your hand 
*' upon your heart, found the inmoft rcceiTes of 
'' your confcience, and then tell me, if you think 
"you can fupport numberlefs defeats; the ca- 
" lumnies of your own party, as well as thofe 
'•'of your enemies; the reproaches tTjat mankind 
^* are but too often apt to make, who judge • of 
'' every event by the foocefs of it; the treachery 
"of your own friends: flight, banifhment; the 
*' fury of the Englifti, the violence of the Ger^ 
" mans ; difgrace, fhame, nakedncfs, hunger, 
« difficult enough to bear when happening to 
*' yourfelf, but when happening to your childreh 
*' rendered infupportable. Feel, then, within 
** yourfelf, how you can bear to die by the 
" hands of the executioner, aftet having ftrft 
*' beheld your hufband dragged along the ftreets, 
•' and expofed to the infults of the multitude; and, 
*• to clofc all, to fee your children made the dcf- 
" picablc flavcs of your enemies, who have rifc^ 
*^ into confequcncc by your defeats and calamities^ 

" I give 
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^^ I give you three weefct to confider all tki^ my 
•' dear wife, and when you have fteadily made 

up your mind to it» I will go and periih 
'* with you and with your friendly 

^ Madame de Coligny inftantly replied : Thefe 
*« three weeics arc already palled with me. Your 
•' courage will never be conquered by that of 
♦« your enemies. Exert it then, immediately, 
^ and do not oblige me to lay upon your head 
" the lives of all thofc that (hall die in thcfe three 
*^ weeks. I fiimmon you, then, in the name 
•• of the Mi^ High, to deprive us no longer of 
•^ your eflbrts. If you delay any longer, I (hail 
«« be a witne(s againft you in the dreadful day of 
•* judgment.'* 

Coligny immediately joined his brothers; an4 
«die wars between the Catholics and the Protef- 
lamts of France commenced, which ended in 
tlie treacherous pacification of 157 1* Coligny, 
w2h the reft of the heads of his party, came tQ 
V Paris, where they were treated with fuch ex- 
trerne kindnefs by Charles the Ninth and the 
Catholic party, that one of the Admiral^s Officers 
begged leave to be permitted to retire from 
P^is. Cohgny, whofeown honefty and open- 
neis of character ever rendered him unfufpeding, 
afked the Officer if he had loft his wits, to de- 
fire to go away at fuch a time. " Alas, Sir,*' 
replied he, *' I had rather favc my life with 

<* fimplctonn 
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'• fimplctons like myfclf, than lofc it with wife 
•« men like you I Our new friends here arc too 
«' civil by half to Us. I fear fome mifchief, and 
'* wifh 1 could prevail upon you to have the 
•<fame apprehenfion." Coligny, however, re- 
mained> and, a few days before the detcftable 
maflacre of St. Bartholomew, was wounded in 
the hand and in the arm by a (hot from a mufquet^ 
as he was on his way to vi(it the King at the 
Louvre. The wound was not dangerous, and 
Charles and his Mother, Catherine de Medicis^ 
behaved on the occafion with fo much appear- 
ance of kindnefs and affedlion (the King occafion*- 
ally calling th^ Admiral by the endearing name 
of Father), that no fufpicion continued in his 
»ind. Early, however, in the morning of the 
day of St. BartholoiDew, the Admiral and his 
attendants were awakened by a great iioife at 
the door of the apartments in which they were 
lodged. He immediately, fufpedling mifchief^ 
rofe out of bed, put on his night*gown, and or- 
dered his chaplain to pray, himfelf following the 
prayers with loud fighs, and recommending his 
life to God, which he had merely lent him for 
■his honour. Some one who had feen Befme and 
his foldicrs at the door, came running into the 
room to. tell the Admiral what was the matter; ad- 
ding, '• It is God that calls us to him ; the houfc is 
<* forced, and there is no pofllbility of rcfiftance." 

—'' I hav§ 
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— " I have been expc6fing death a long time 
^* fiacc.** replied the Admiral. ** The rctt of 
•'you will endeavour to get away, if you can: 
*' every eflfort that you can make to fave my Hfe 
" is in vain. I commend it into the hands of 
'^ Him who gave it to me ; do you make what 
*' haftc you can, and get away.*' The Admiral 
then, with a countenance of the moft placid 
fercnity, and in an attitude of the greateft dignity^ 
feated himfelf in an arm-chair, expelling the en- 
trance of the alTaflins. Befme came in firft, and 
not knowing the Admiral, whom he faw feated; 
aiked him if he was the Admiral. In a firm tonc^ 
of voice Coligny anfwered, *' t am he: bur^ 
*' young man, ;-efpe(fl my gray hairs, and- my 
" advanced age." Befme, making no reply, 
ilruck him (jpon the head with his fword, and 
his fojdiers difpatched him with many wounds 
in jdifferent parts of his body. They then threw 
the body out of the window into the court-yard. 
The Duke of Guife, coming foon afterwards, 
wiped off the blood from the face, to fee whether 
it was that of the Admiral, and then gave the 
body a violent kick with his foot. The mob of 
Paris next rufhcd in, took the body of the Ad- 
miral, tied it to the heels of an afs, and after- ] 
wards hung it up for three days on the common 
gallows of Paris: from whence it was taken 
down by fome of his friends, mangled and covered 

with 
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With evtty iti^tk of indignity, and convtfyAI to 
his daughter the Princefs of Orange, who with 
filial piety c6lkftcd every rclick of fo valuable 
a depoflt, and placed them in a fmall farcophagu^ 
of black marble, on which fhe caufed to be en- 
gl-aven the following infcription, written by thp 
Warned Joftph Staliger : 

D. o. M. 

SAORVM 

Et 

KtEMORIiE GASPilRISA COLIGNIACO, COMITIS CO- 

liGNIACl,DOMINICASTILIONI,EQyiTISTORQyATI 

REGIS, TVKMM CENTVM EQVITI/M CAtAPHRAC- 

TOR, PR^FECTI, MAGNI FRANCIif: AMIRALI, CIVI9 

^EMORIA, PER VIM OPPRES$I, IN INTEGRVM SEC VN-^ 

JDVM AMPtlSSIMI ORDINIS CONSVLTVKl RESTITVTA 

IST,OPTlMl FORTISS. PROVIDENTISQ.DUCIS, PVR^ 

RELIGIONJS VINDICIS, AC PROPAGATORIS, QVlf 

INSTINCTV PIETATIS ATQVE ANIMI MAGNITVDINE, 

ARMIS PRO ASSERENpA RELIGIONE AC {.IBERTAT^ 

PATRI-ffi SVMPTIS ADVERSVS EOS QVI REMPVB. 

rACTIONlBVS SyiS OPPRIMEBANT, BORBONITOR. 

RIGIISANGVINISPRINCIPVMCHRISTIANISS.FRAN- 

COR. REGIS MAIESTATEM DEFENDENTIVM AVSPI- 

ClIS,EXIGVAMANV,VlRTyTEINpOMPARABH.TNV- 

MJSROSOS IIOSTIVM CVNEOS Si«:PE FVDIT, FVGAVIT, 

FROFflGAVIT. AC |^OST TOT FOEDERATOR. HOMJ- 

KVM INVSITATE I>ERFlbliE EXEMLA^ TOTIESC^. 

BELLVM 
S 
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jfkLLVM OBSTINATISi. BORVM tSftOtlA ilt^ARA^ 
f VM3 TANDEM ILL08 IN >ACtS «ON0f TIONftB Dt- 
Sb&ND^RS COMPVLIT, tllDB AMf &IPieATd tOTA 
OALLlA VERJE RILIOfdNIB CVttV, ^MT HtS Bllti 
ARMIS 8IVS AC COllSILtIS OBlTASi IT Atf tt* »A«k 
0At Ai<ijri VIM rACTXOSOR. TOTttS AMRTtf AlAftt< 
FRBGERAT, EORVM INStOIAi^ Ae CLANDiBTIITAi 
IlkorfAAT^ PBRrtDIA M0ttTtOllia>ll01ll6ftALV« 

irts patri^ oyAM %vjb amantior oiCLtNAki 

iteN POTTIT. CV1V8 ANIMA APVD BVM PRO Q^^ 
^ONSTANflSS. PVGNAVIT,RECB|»TA ^ST; OS^A AV<« 
jiU IN APBM RBSUkRBCTIONIS IfIC SITA SUMn 

A. O. 

f.yt>OyKA WltLBtMI ARAVBlOKBltBIVM 

PRINCIf 18 VIDVA, 

f ATRIS PIBMTI88. TtTVlVM 

MEMORIiC 

P. C. 

The Duke of Alenyon, brother of Charles IK. 
was much attached to the Aditiiral. After thi 
murder of Coligny, his will was carried to the 
King^ whoj on reading it^ and finding it contain 
jm article of advice to hinn, in which he rccom*- 
mended to him not to fuffer his brother to be 
either too powerful or too rich, turned to the 
Duke of Alen9on, and faid, " So this, then, is 
" your good friend! See how kind he is to you,'* 
r-** 1 do not know. Sire/* replied the Duke no- 

biy. 
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Wy, '^how much he was my friend, but hi» 
'* advice ihews how much he was yours.*' So 
oblervedl the Ambaflador of England^ to whom 
the King faid, that Coligny had advifed him 
nev<;r ^o truft England. " He mjght^ Sire, have 
*< been a haA Engliftiman, perhaps, but I am 
*• furc that^he was ^ good Frenchman." 
. In. fome engagement Colignj^was dai^erQufly 
pounded. His friends coming about him, and 
Umenting the (late in which they found him, he 
iavd, **AIa&l my friends, fliould not the profeC 
'^ fipn which we follow noake us as carelefs of 
«'deathasof life?** 

Th« Admiral advifed his daughter to nuirry 
Teligny, one of the moft accompliftied men of 
the Court of France at that time, fof[ the good 
and excellent qualities that he had obferved in 
him. *' I give him to you,'* fays he, " to fecurc 
•' for you contentment and happinefs in marriage^ 
•' which you will find of more importance in that 
^f fituation than either riches or power, I afTure 
*' you." 

Four days before the murder of Coligny, he 
thus wrote to his wife: 

'' My dear and beloved Wife, 

" The nuptials of the King's fitter and the 
" King of Navarre have been celebrated to-day, 
•* and the three or four days afterwards will be 

'* fpent 



Digitized by 



Google 



ADMIRAL J>£ COLIQNT« AS 

^'fpent in balls^ entertainments^ mafqueradcs^ 
*^ and tournaments. After this^ the King has 
•* promifed to give me a day, on which he is to 
*' hear what I have to tell him rcfpeding the 
*' violation of the late edidl of pacification; upea 
*• which I am now very bufy. For although 1 
*' have a very great defire to fee you, yet I think 
*' we fhouldl)oth be extremely forry if there was 
«* any defed: of aflrivity and diligence on my part. 
*• This delay, I hope, will not keep me here 
«* above ten days longer. If I attended only to 
•' my own fatisfadion, it would be much more 
*' agreeable to me to be with you than to ftay at 
'* Court, for reafons which I will tell you when 
•* I fee you. But it is one*s duty to pay more 
♦* regard to public confiderations than to thofe of 
^* pleafure or of intereft. I have many other 
«* things to tell you, as foon as I fee you; which, 
^' I affure you, I wilh continually, both night and 
«' day, to be able to do. At prefent all that I 
*' can tell you is, that at four o'clock in the after- 
•♦ noon of this day the mafs for the nuptials was 
*' faid, during which time the King of Najprrc, 
** with fome Gentlemen of our religion, who had 
*' followed that Prince, walked' about in the 
" court-yard near the church. There are many 
*' other circumftances, befides, which I referve tp 
«* tell you at our next meeting: in the mean time, 

" my 
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*^my dear and beloved wife, I pray God to have 
** j€U in his keeping. 

" Paris^ ilth Auguft 1572 

«« Thefe three days paft^ I have been tormented 
<*with a flatulent and nephritic colic^ which^ 
«« God be thanked^ lafted only eight or ten hoois, 
^^ and from which I am at prefent by the fame 
*^goodnefs delivered I and I aflure you, that in 
^ this croud of banquets and of ihowt I (hall be* 
^troublelbme to no perfon. Farewell^ then^ 
•• once more ! 

•* Your affedlionate hu(band» 

*• Chastiljlon/^ 



MORVILLIERS, 

KEEPER OF THE SEALS. 



This high-minded Magiftrate was ordered by 
his %vereign' (Charles the Ninth) to put the fcals 
to the pardon of a Nobleman who had commit- 
ted a murder. He refufcd. The King took the 
feals out of his hands, and having put them him- 
felf to the inftrumcnt of rcmiflion, returned them 
immediately to Morvilliers, who rcfufcd to take 
them again; adding, " The fc^ls have twice put 

'' me 
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" ifie in a fitwtfion of great hmour; once, mhm 
*< I received thems and «g»io» whca I ftfigia4 
*' them/* 

After the cxecrabJe da^ of St* Barcholomewj 
Charles tfie Ninth ^ras incHticd to iJiCDir all lAe 
odium of that dcteihdble traalaAiotn ujpoa the 
Houfeof Gaife; but was prevented bjrtfac iug* 
gcftions of MorviUiers^ who told hiiB» that faf 
adling dius he would candUate the aftf&ioM cff 
the Catholics to the Duke of Grnfe and the Car^ 
dinal of Lorraine, inftead of prefcrving them en- 
tirely to himfelf» Charles took the advice, and 
immediately ordered a proems to be inftituted 
againft the dead body of theVenerable Admiral 
de Coligny, as againft that of a heretic and a 
rebel. "» 



HENNUYER, 

BISHOP OF LISI£U5:. 

Thb Maflacre of St. Bartholomew was not i 

confined to the Capital of France; orders were ^ 

Ibnt to the moft diftant Provinces to dcflroy all jr 

tile Proreftants in them. When the Governor 
of the Province brought Hennuyer the order, he 
oppofed it with all his power, and caufed a for- 

Jtnal 
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mal aO: of his oppofition to be entered on the R** 
gillers of the Province. Charles IX. when re^ 
Hiorfe had taken place in his mind^ was fo far 
from difapproving of what this excellent Prelate 
had done» that he gave him the greatefl: praifes for 
his clemency; and the Proteftants flocked to* 
gether in numbers to abjure their religion at the 
ftet of this good and kind Shepherd^ whofe gen« 
tlenefs aifeded them more than the commands of 
the Sovereign and the violence of the foldiers. 



VICONTE D'ORTE 



Was Governor of Bayonne in the reign of Charles 
the Ninths and received the fame infamous orders 
from his Sovereign refpeding the Huguenots^ 
which were fcnt to the Biftiop of Lifieux, and 
behaved in the fame noble and generous manner. 
He wrote to the King in thefe terms: 

•' Sire, 
" I have communicated your Majcfty's letter 
** to the garrifon and to the Inhabitants- of this 
*' Town. I have been able to find among them 
" only brave Soldiers and good Citizens; not a 
" finglc Executioner/' 
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DUC DE MONTPENSIER. 

BltANTOME> who Icems to have been a good* 
humoured fellow^ like a true Frenchman^ men* 
dons en plai/aniant this horrid account of the bar- 
barities of Montpenfier, who was General of ^& 
army lent againft the Huguenots or Proteftants; 

** Whenever a male Huguenot prifoner was 
*' brought to him, he faid with a fmiling countc- 
<» nance. You are a Huguenot, my friend i I re- 
** commend you to M. Babclot. This Monfieur 
*^ Babelot,*' adds Brantdme, *' was a Cordelier, a 
'*' learned man, who took good care of his maf- 
" ter*s confcience, and was always near him. To 
^' this perfonage then the poor prifoner was 
** brought, and after a few queftions put to him, 
*' was condemned to death, and executed imme- 
" diately. When the prifoner chanced to be a 
" woman, a maiden, young and handfomc, the 
*' Duke faid merely to her, I recommend you to 
" my ftandard-bearer ; take her to him. This 
*' ftandard-bearer was a certain M. de Mon- 
'^toiron, of the ancient houfe of Archbilhop 
" Turpin, who bore the fame name; a very fine 
•« Gentleman, ftout and tall/* The indecencies 
that the female prifpners afterwards fufFcred from 
this M. Montoiron^ were ytvy horrible, and 

Brantome 
J 
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Brantdme difcufles them with a very diiguiting 
levity. Son^ fhameful and difgiaceful inlhuices 
of the fanHff cool and ddiberatc cruelty^ cruelty 
unprovokro by any ebullition of pafTion or fud* 
deanefs of ce^ejitmenc^ biat the efFoA of waoiton 
miJjigmty ami licyid^Ukc b^rbarity^ ve lobe mer 
jrkh M the firft book of SuUy's Memoicf^ ftill (i£ 
|K>fl9>lp) inDne liskrcihljr pmviag Vokaiit';8 ^ei^ 
tioD fi^(pefting his ocmtxymtn, *^ Jir t?oi^ 4t0 



NOSTRADAMUS. 



'Of the great cafe with which any pretended 
prophecy may be applied to an event, the follow- 
ing inftances of the applications that have been 
made from the prophecies of Noftradamus evince. 
in one of his Quatrains (for in that form his ora« 
cles are given) he fays^ *' Les Olivier s crottront en 
^ An^leierre. That, fay his interpreters, alludes 
to the feizure of the fuprcme power in England 
by Oliver Cromwell. 

When the French took the city of Ar^s * from 
the Spaniards, under Louis XIII* after a vtxy 

long 

• Ama w«3 anciently fpclt Area. 
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long ^ ttioft de^erftte Htfgt^ it was temettbered 
tbat Noftiadamus had &id; 

£#ir ^nciei^s rtap^ntds prigninHt Sartu ' 
Th< ancient toads (k^ Sara take. 

tKs liAe wtu then applied tb that cf^ent iii this 
very rbund-abouc manner: Sdhi is Aras back^ 
waitl« By the ancient toads trere meant the 
French^ ttsthat Natioh formerly had for its irm6« 
rial bearings three of thefe odious reptiles, inft^d 
of the three flowers de luce which it now bears. 

Kofthidattaus was mojtt lutky' than ufual in one 
of his'Qgitrains> which was applied to the death 
of Hemy the Second of Franie^ killed at a tour« 
nanietik by Mon^omery; t!he lance piercing his 
^e through his golden vi^or^w 

i^.Lion^eum U tieuic/urmmfrra 
£n chump hiUlqut parjingulier dutl^ 
t>ant rtjft i*or hs yeuit lui rnvert* 
Diifxplmit nnt, putt mouHrt rmrt ttrMttk 

• « When I was in France,*' fays Lord BacoA, " I heiti 
<< from one Dr. I^ena^ that the Queen-Mothet (Catherine 
•< de Medictfi who was given to curious arts) cabled |he 
^ K^g h<t hufband's nativity to be calculated uaujer a falQ^ 
'* aame^ and tbt Albologer f^ave a judgolent^ that h^ flioul4 
^< be killed sntduelk At. which the (^ueenl^ghedi thinly 
*' ing bar bufband to be aboVe challengas and duelling; but 
*' he was it^in upon a courie at ti^> the fplinters of the fta^ 
« of Montgomery ^isg in at his bfanr.^ Qf Prof&ccici^ 

MV 85- 
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' The^j^lderli^ (hall the young engage »; ' 
And him in ftout and fin|;Ie Combat IU7 ; ,.. 
Shall put his eyes out in a golden cage. 
One woun|l in two. i^ow fad to die in fuch ^ way! 

This fuppofed prtdiStion gained him great 
<^it^ and many perfons of confequcnce vifited 
him in his retreat at Salons en Provence, to con^ 
fiilt him rcfpedling their fortunes ; amooglt other 
perfons who were guilty of that folly and of that 
wickednefs^ were Emanuel Duke of Savoy and 
his Duchefs^ and his own Sovereign Charles the 
Ninth. Charles made him a very confiderable 
prefent in money, fettled a penfion upon him« 
Vid made him his phyfician in ordinary, Noftra* 
4amus having been originally bre(i^ to the prbfef. 
fion of medicine. • 

The family of Noftradamus had been a Jewifh 
family. He pretended to be of jthe tribe of IflJu 
thar; becaufe it is faid in the Chronicles, " that 
<' there (hail come learned men froni the ions of 
" Iflachar, who know all times."* 

Noftra- 

^ • " My judgment is, that they (modem propHeciei) 
** ought all to be defpiled, and ought to ferve but as wii|Cer« 
** talk by the iire-(lde« Though, when I fay defpifed, 1 
'* mean it as for belief; for othcrwifc, the fpreading or pub« 
" lifliing of them is in no fort to be dcfpifed, for they haVe 
" done much mifchief. And *I fee many fevere laws made 
•* to fuppref;Khcm/* Bacon; Efc^ 35* 
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NoftradumQS died at. Salons ia 45^6: Jod^m^. 
the Poet made this diflich upon the Prophet: « -. 

tJoJlra damus cUmfalfa damus, namfalUre no/lrum eft/ 
Et cum fo^Ja damus^ nil nifi nojlra damns. 

The following Quatrain of Noflradamus; waa 
applied to James the Secx)nd, on the arrival ioi^ 
the Prince of Orange at the Revolution. 

Celui qui la principaute 

Tiendra pUr grande cruaute, J 

A la Jin verra grande phalange 

Porter coup defeu tres dangereux* 

Par accord pourr^f aire mieux 

Jutrement, boira fuc d'Orange. 

He who tb^ British empire's reins 
By force and cruelty maintains. 
Shall in his tuf n each horror feel. 
The blaftiog firey th' avenging fteel. 
Then let him with his foe agree. 
And fave the land from mifery. 
, Or to his lips the Orange juice 
Shall poifon's fatal ills produce. 

Noflradamus drew horofcopes and calculated 
nativities. OafTendi (who had in early life be* 
lieved in Aftrol<^y), when he paflbd through Sa- 
lons in Provence, the place where Noflradamus 
lived, had the curiofity as he tells us in his Let- 
ters) to examine the nativity which this pretended 
Prophet had calculated of the father of the pria- 

a 2 cipal 
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cSpflf^Magiiftnttt of the place, ^ifien lie foutid that 
all the printipal events of his life had taken place 
in. the cxaft contrary manner t^ that in which 
they had been predidted. He was to have an in-* 
creafe of fortune from a ftrangcr to his family, 
and he never had any fortune but that which his 
Aihet had left him; he was to be a great traveller, 
and he had never quitted his native province; he 
was to fight a duel, and he never had a ferious 
qudrrel with any perfon in his life« . 



CHANCELIER DE LIIOPITAL. 

Who could have imagined that this rugged 
and inflexible magiftrate would have amufcd his 
leifurc with writing Latin verfcs to fatirize the 
ladies of his time who did not fuckle their own 
children? His poem on this fir^fujAr fubjeft is 
addrelTed to the celebrated Jean Morel. Some of 
the lines may be thus tranflatcd: 

Can Nature, like a ftepvmodier, deny 
The laAeal halin> the tender babe's fupply i 
Indulgent parent! from her copious (lores 

t The food of helplefs infant life (he pours: 

* i!*o thofc vain females niggardly alone, 
WkoTe prlclc ind IViktiiy her powers difown. • . • - 
- * Obfcfvp 
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cAAirci&uiBiR «c VttMTirAim sit 

Obferve the ftvage tjrrsnu oJF tbe field. 
They to th' unnatund mother kflbos )ntl4' 
Does the fiocce lionefs„ of horrid glare^ 
NegleA her (avage charge, her rifing care; 
And her young gBspring, with obdurate heart, 
To her fell neighbour's purchased care impart? ' 

* The poem is a long one, and contains. tim^ at 
fine and as ftrong tanimm^ as diofe juft qabmd^ 
The late excellent Dr. Gregory of Bdintaugh 
has, in his very ingenious and entertaimng ^* Com* 
^ parative View of the State and Faculties of hfxn 
* wkh thofe of fhc Antoial World," fhcwm it to 
be no lefs the intereft than die duty of she mo* 
ther (unlefs her date of health prevent ir> to 
fuckle her own child. She procures greater 
health and fpirits, as well as greater beauty, by 
the operation; and, adds he, *' another great in- 
•• conveniency attending the negledl is, the de- 
'< priving women of that interval of tefpite and 
<^ of cafe which iiatwe intended for then> between 
'' phild-bearings. A woman veho does not nurie^ 
•*h3« naturally a child every year: this greatly 
«< exhaulls the conftitutiojR, and brings on the in^ 
*' firmities of old age before their time. A wo^ 
'* man who nurfes her child, has an interval of a 
*' year and a half or two years betwixt her chil^ 
'« dren, in which th^ couftkuooa hstf umeto re« 
•• cow Jtevigour^'*^ 

• The 
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The Chancellor de rHopital's Latin Poems are 
in one vol. folio; 1585, and' in one vol. dSavo, 
1732. Of this great magiftrate's fimpie manner 
of living Brlntftme gives this account: 

** lime depccha bientot & nous fit diner tres 
*' biendu bouilli feulement (carc*etoit fonufage), 
^ Devant le diner ce n'^toit que beaux difcours & 
<' bdles fentences & quclquefais au(S dc gentil^ 
*• mots pour rire. •? 

•> L*-H6pitar ufed to by of thoTe perfons wI^Q 
piqued themfelves. upon never refuting any thing, 
^^ that they had one quality at l^H in common 
<* with a young prodigal^ gqd witl) a wpm^n of 
^ loofc condud.'! . 



LE PRESIDENT DE THOU. 

Thi illuftrious Thuanus faid, that on his menl 
tioning one day to his Father, Chriftopher de 
Thou, Firft Prefident of the Parliament of Paris,' 
fomething relating to the infamous and cruel mafJ 
facre of St. Bartholpmew^ he flopped himlhortiy, 
exclaiming froni Statius, . • — 

*• Exeldat iJlm digs ovq^ mc poflira cndant 

«* Sfzcula: nos arti tMceamur; a obruta mfiHi , » 

•• N^&i Ugifrvfria patiamur erimina fftifis."^ >. 
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** O may that day, the icandal of the age, 
'< Be ever blotted from the hifioric page! 
** May the kind f afes in Night's obfcurefl veil 
** Cover each record qf the horrid talc ; . 
'* And hide, in mercy, from all future times 
*• Our nation's cruelty, our nation's crjmcsl" 



MONTAGNE. 

WHSN.Montagne's Travels were feuadl in 1VI& 
a few years ago, in a cheft at his chateau in the 
province of Perigord, . much was expelled from 
them. They. have been lately publiflied, and 
contain nothing but the hiftory of his difotdej% 
and of Che effedts of the feveral mineral waters he 
tried upon them. One pafflige in them however, 
when he comes to fpeak of Rome, is very fublime. 
His obiervations, in general, he didated to his 
Secretary, who makes his mafter fpeak in the 
third perfon. They were together at Rome ia 
the year 1580: "On ne voit rien de Rome que le 
*' Ciel, fans lequel elle avoit ete ai&fe, & la plant 
" dc fon gite; que cette Icience qu'on en avoit 
'« etoit une fcience abftraite & de contemplation, 
'* de laquelle il n'avoit rion qui tombat fous les 
'' fens. Ceux qui difoient qu'on y voyoit les 
^* mines de Rome en difoient trop, car les mines 

•' d'unc 
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'' d'une $ qiouvantahle machine nj^iorteMicnf 
'^ plus d^honseur & de reverence k & mcmoire; 
•« cc n*ctoit ricn que fon fepulture* JLc monde 
'' ennemi de fa longue dominatien avoit premiere- 
" mept briie & fracafl? toutcs les- pieces ^e ce 
*^ corps admirable; & parcequ^encore tout mort, 
^ renvcrfe & def^re. il lui faifoit horreur^, il en 
u gvoit enfeveli la ruine meme**' 

Montagne has been falfely accufed of vain of 
)ftligion« On finding himfelf in the agonies of 
deaths he fent to fome of his neighbours to pray 
Vith him» aii4 Mi* attend the cwemony^f mais 
in hi3 chan^r. At the inftyit of the elevation 
ef the hoft^ he with a tnuifport of devotion nikd 
himfelf out of his bed upon his luieea^ and died 
in^the aid of adoring that facred myftery of tha 
Odiolicchttfcht 

Montagne appeals to have poflefied a mimi 
highly fttfceptilHe of the power of fiiendAip^ 
His letter giving an account of the death of his 
learned friend Eticnne de la Boetie, is a ^tsy pa^^ 
thetic narrative* Montagne^ at the defiieof hit 
father, tranflated from the Latin Sebondefs Natural 
Theology* He dedicates his traaflation to hh 
father, and, with a filial itfjpo& not very common^ 
calls him every where ki the dedication Af«;^ 

Cardinal de Peiuron ufi^i to call Momagne's 
HSky^ «< U BrevisifPt iu Ibmtites GfMs.'' The 

fevcrer 
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SCOITTA&WI* 57 

ieverer Huct entitles dicm *' Lt Brevmre des 
^ Pareffeux.'* The pccvifli Scaliger cries out. 
*' What is it to the world in general, wheAcr 
«' Montagne loves red or white wine bcft ?•• Yet 
in fpite of tkis iarcafm <^that great fchobr, wiat« 
tfftt Momagne relates alnnit himftlf comes hnae 
to the bufinefi and bofom of every lover of natore 
*nd oblerver of die hmnaa chanufter* To iu 
Effiy t may be applied from Horace^ 

•* D$mrr€ns alii, nt^u^fi itni, ((ii0jit ut ^mh 
*' Votiva fateat veluti dejcrifta tabeM 
^* Vita finis '* 

Moptagnq, whom no one can fufpedofprt*- 

judica or bigotry, or of attachment to any thiqg 

SMs^y becaufe it is eftabUfiied, fpeaking of KiBg^ 

iifys, with his ufual good humour and good feafi^ 

^« We owe duty and obedience to Kings; for that 

'' tt^rds their ojQke. Efleem and affedion we 

•* owe to <hcm when they are petfons of virtue. 

« Let Dfi make the iacrilice -for the (akc 6f politic 

'« cal order^ to bc^ with them with paitience, even 

^« when they.Jirc unwoithyof their higjh^ oiRcc. 

«' For the fanne re«ibi) ktua conc^l their filings, 

" md make the moft we can /even of their ^ndif- 

*« fsseiie a^ions^ as long as we iball have occafioA 

*' for their fupport/* 

Though 
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5d MONTAGNB. 

Though always talking and.thialdng ibout his 
health, Montagnc afib&cd univerfaliy to ridicule 
the profeflbrs of medicine. He ufcd to fay of 
them, "that they know more of Galen than pf 
" their pjtticnts. Yet.*' added he, " let them 'liv< 
« by our follies; they arc not the only perfoas 
» -who do fb.*' To ibme hypochondriacal friend 
of his he faid, ^^Cet your, phyfician to ard€;r you 
'^ a medicine for your head ; it will do you more 
" fervice there than when applied to the ftomach/* 
'* Cowardice,** fays Montagnc very well, in one 
of his Effays,** is the mother of cruelty. G>urage,'* 
adds he, *' that I mean which oppoles itfelf only 
«' to refinance, 

nu ntfi, belJantit gaudet cervice juvenci. 
" ftops when ft fees the enemy at its mercy. But 
♦* cowardice,'* continues the acute Gafcon, " to 
•' fhew that it can alfo do its part, not having 
«' been able to figure in the firfl rank, takes its 
*' part in the fccond, which is blood and flaughter. 
" The murders attendant upon vitftorics are ge- 
«* nerally committed by the loweft clafs of the 
'* army, and by thofc that have the care of the bag- 
'* gage. And what caufes fuch unheard of cruel- 
'• ties In all civil wars is, that the populace, to 
" fhcw its bravery and its military fkill, f^eeps 
'« itfelf in blood up to the elbows, and tears to 
•' pieces even the body that lies proftrate at its 
-' feet.** 

^' I, in 



Digitized by 



Google 



'' I, in conjunaion with the Baron of Cau^ 
•' pcnc/' fays this entertaining Writer, •* had the 
*' patronage of a benefice at the foot of one of ouc 
'^ C^con mountains^ in a country of confiderable 
<* extent. . The inhabitants of this fpot, like thofc 
y of the Valley Angrougne, lived after a manner 
f^ of their own, and weie governed by certain 
I' laws and rq;uIations which had been received 
^ from ^9Xhcv to fbn, and to which they confented 
V to pay obedience, from the reverence they had 
.<< to eftablifhed cuftom. Th^ little diftria: was^ 
y from time immemorial^ in ib happy a litua^ 
y tu>n» that none of the neighbouring Judges had' 
^f ever taken the trouble tp dpcide any of their 
** caufcs. No lawyer had ever been employed 
r to confult with them; no ftranger had ever 
'f been called in to fettle their difputes j nor was 
y any inhabitant ever knpwn to be reduced to alk 
f'.alm?* They ^voided very fcrupuloufly all 
f5 connexions with the other payjj of France, tq 
** keep their jninds in the utn^oft (^ate of purity; 
f< until fome time fince, in the pemory of the 
•^ fathers of the preftnt gcneratioq, it unluckily 
y h^p^ned thaf one of thp natives took it into hip 
f ' head to breed up his fon as a lawyer, having had 
«' him taught to write in a neighbouring village,. 
" This yqpth bein^ now become a perfon of conr 
f ' fequence in his own eyes, began to difdain thp 
f ' old cuftoips of the diftrid, and to put ihto the 

« heads 
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^ heads of its inhabitants high notions of the 
** magnificence that took -place around them. 
f* One of the inhabitants having had a goat pyr« 
♦^loincdfrom him, he advifik) him to apply^ for 
•^ jufticc to th^ Royal Judges that were neareft to 
•♦ him ; and thus he went on till he had deftroycd 
"all the antient fimpHcityof his eountrymen* 
^ At the tail of this innovation, the itthabitants 
^ fay, there happened one of moch more fataj 
^ confcquence, by means of, a phyfician, who tin- 
«^ luckily for them took it into his head to rharry 
♦' a young woman of their village, and live 
^» amongft them* He began with teaching^ them 
^ that there were fuch things as fevers, rheums^ 
^ and impofthumes^ atnd in what part of the hul 
«' man body the heart, the liver, and the inteftincs 
'• were phced, of which till then they had re* 
«* mained in perfed ignorance; aud inftcad of gar- 
** lick, with which they had been accuftdmcd to 
« cure all their diftafcs, however violent and 
•' dangerous, he ordered them for a cough or an 
*' indigeftion fomc ftrange foreign mixtures, and 
•* began to make a trade not only of their healths 
•^ but of their lives. They fwcar, that until his 
*^ time they never obferved that being out at 
^' night in the dew gave them head-achs, that it 
" was unwholcfome to drink any thing' warm, oir 
<' that the winds of autumn were more unwhole- 
^ Tome than thofe of the fpring; that finc^e their 

i' making 
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^« tnakiag «fe ttf* the thedicineB introdticed by 
*< hiitiy chey hkive been bdet "wltii a whole l^iok 
^ofdifeafo^ to which they had never beenac*- 
**cufbNi]ed$ and that they percdve a general 
^ £dling««ff of their antient vigour of ccnftitotkm. 
*^ as wtU a£ that dielr lives are (hortened by <mt 
••halfatlcaft/* 

" There is bo nation^'' add^ Montagne, ^ which 
•< has not <tctl(led for feveral ^ts without the 
^^ knowledge of <iki art i£ medicine. Phyfkians 
;^ were noe known in the firft ages» that ia to Iky, 
f^ in thebtft, ttia moft happy times, and even the 
^^ tenth fKiit of the worjd does not ma&e uft of 
^'them* The Romans were fix hundred feara 
*' widtdut theiyi} and, after having tried them for 
l^ibnie,tiine, difmifled them from' their ticy at 
*< the inftlgatiOtt of Cato the Cenfbr, who ftewtd 
«^ at ^aft how well he could do without them, 
<^ having lived bimfelf eighty^five years, and b«v-> 
f'ing enabled ills wife^ to attain to an extreme 
'^ old age with^t a phyfician, though not indeed 
•« without phyfic, for I give that name to every 
*' thing which can contribute to the falubrity of 
•* our lives/' 

The lively old Gafcon ii^ntions in his Eflaya, 
diat he faw^ three American favages at Roaeft 
in France, Who vifited that country from curi*- 
ofity; that they were prefented to Charles^ the 
Ninth, who happened to be at Rouen at thetlme^ 

and 
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and: were (hewn evjtfy. thing curioiis that the ca* 
pital of Normandy ppfleiTed^ as the Cathedral/ the 
Bridge of Boats^ &c. . The King fpoke to them 
for fome time by his interpreter; and after they 
had obferved the (plendor of the; Court, its. man- 
ner of living, and the new fi^t to them of a fine 
city, they were alked what had moft ftruck them. 
.«* They mentioned three things/' 4ays jMontagne, 
•^ I have forgotten one of them. They faid, they 
f» wjrc much aftoniifaed that fo many men of 
^' Urge ftature (meaning the King'^s Swifs Guards)^ 
'< with large beards^ Arong, and bearing arms^ 
*' (hould fubmit to obey a child ♦, and that they 
«' did not rather chule one from themfelyes to com- 
^ mand them. They were next aftonifhed (as they 
« have a term in their language for men, which 
!* is, cminUrparts one rf another) that thpy had ob- 
f' lerved amongft us men full and gorged (gorgez) 
** with all kinds of conveniencies, and that their 
•• counterparts were begging at their doors dying 
•* of hunger and poverty; and thought it ftrange 

' " that 

• A cotemporary Writer obferves, that another of the things 
^hich ftruck the^ was the market-place of Rouen, where 
{MTOviiions and all kinds of convenxencies were immediately to 
ht bad on a man's taking a piece of metal out of a bag. Here 
they ftopped, and fiuled to obferve this as the t&Gt of a regular 
eftabliihed government, whilfl they, living free and indepen* 
denti are reduced to all the miferies of extemporaneous life, 
and often die of hunger, 

r 
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V that thefe coimtciparts to each other could fufTer 
^ fuch an injuftice, and that they did not either 
" lake them by the throat, or bum their heufes/' 
'* I afkcd one of them," adds Monta^nc *^ (wha 
*' appeared to be the chiei^ and whoni the failort 
'' who brought them over called a King) \vhat 
*^ advantage he received from his fuperiority of 
^' rank to the reft of his brefihrea He replied, 
^ that he marched at their head when they went 
*« to war. I alked him how many men followed 
'< him on that occalion. He replied, pointing to 
*' a certain inclofure, that there might be as many 
<< perfons as that could contain (about four or five 
«' thoufand perhaps j. I then alked him if bis 
•• authority ceafcd after the war. He replied, that 
" this mark of it only remained, that when he 
*< vilited the villages dependent upon his go- 
^' vernment, they made ^ a road through the 
V hedges of their inclofures, that he might 
*' pafsat hiseafc.*' 

Montague, in one of his Eflays, with greattruth 
calls the imagination " la Folic dtc Logi^^"* that 
pQwer of the mind which without proper direc- 
tion ferves merely to embarrafs and diftrad the 
underftanding. 

" Plutarch/* fays this excellent Writer, fay^ 
.•'Ibmewhere in his Chapter upon Inequality; 
**. there is not fo great a difference between ond 
«' beaft and another, as betjreen one man ^md 

*^ another. 
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• 

•• another. He is fpcaking of Ac powers of the 
«< mind and the internal qualities of man. la 
•* truths I findfuch a diftance in point of intcU 
^ ItA, as I thinks between Epaminondas and a 
^♦perfon who (hall be namclcfs, that I would 
•• readily go beyond' Plutarch, and fay that there 
•« is more difFcrcncc between thofe two pcrfoni 
^* than there is between a particular man and a 
** particular beaft. 

« Hem, Vlr Viro quidpraftat! 

•* And there are as many different degrees of 

^ underftanding in men as there are feet from 

•• earth to Heaven : nearly without number. 

♦ #♦#,» 

*' In truth, except the mere name of King, 

•* our Kings in France put us very little out of 

«* our way. 

♦ • « # * 

" Indeed, our laws are free enough,*' adds the 
honed old Gafon; ** and the weight of fbvereignty 
*« fcarccly affecis a French Gentleman twice in 
•« the whole courfc of bis life. The cffcntial/and 
••cffcftual fubjedtion governs thofe only who 
*« wifli to have it affc6t them, and who like io 
" do thcmfclvcs honour and to enrich themfelvcS 
«• by fuch fubjcdion. For the man who likes to 
«• keep laug by his own fire-fide, and to condu(ft 
<< his aiiairs without quarrelling and without Iaw« 
*« iuits, is as indepetdcht a being as die Doge of 

. . "Venice. 
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f VeiJicc* Pismos fervitus, fiures ffmtuUm 4e^ 
«w;i/:4-Skyery comes' but t(Q ^cvr |«rXbEdj but 
•/ many pcrfcns can>c to flavcry.'* 



PIERRE CHARRON. 



Charrpk's celtibfWcd Xr^tifc on Wifilom ^ ^ 
kind pf Camwentikry on the Elffay^ of MoiKagiic* 
Xtepld Caftop w^ fo:pleafcd with bis bpok ao^ 
bi^ ^oAvfrfaieioii, that he pemiij^rec*! him to t^|^^ 
his name .aad to h^^ his amif?, Tlhjb .times 19 
which he wrote could fo ill bear the trqth^ ad- 
vanced in the " Treatife Upon Wifdom/' that he 
was denounced by the Univerfity of Paris as. a 
man of irreligious principles* His friend the 
Prefident Jeannin, fo well known by his negotia- 
tions ♦ in Holland, dvcd his book from being 
condemned, by permitting the fale of it as a book 
of politics. The frontifpiece to the Elzevir edi- 
tion of Charron*s Treatife represents rhe Goddels 
ctf Folly leading 4nankind by their pafltons* 

Charron wrote another Treatife, not fo much 
read as his Treatife upon Wifdom. It is on thd 
Three Great Truths. In the firft part he attacks 

* Cardititl.&icbclicu.iiffd to call Joanxun's Memoirs of the 
Negotiations in I^^aodt JJMs.Srovjary gf Suic^ixiea. 

vot, IV. <r thf 
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68 PIEREE CHAEftOI^. 

the A theirs; in the fecond he attacks the P^tl 
and the Mahometan religion; and in the third he 
defends the dodtrines of the Romifh Church. 

Charroii begins one of his Chapters upon WiC- 
domthus: Nihil eft aqualitateiniequalius:^ "There 
*' is nothing fo unequal as equality/* There is 
no hatred fo great as that \vhich takes place 
among perfons who are equal to one another. . 
The envy and jealoufy with which equals are pof- 
feflfed^ are the caufes of troubles^ feditions^ and 
civil wars. In all Governments there mull be 
inojuality of rank^ but it fhould be moderate* 
Harmony itfelf confifts not in a complete equklity 
of tones^ but in a difference of tones^ that flill 
accord one with another. 



CARDAN 

Wrote over the door of his Library thefe words: 
'* Tempus ager w^»i-— Time is my eftate;** that 
only eftate which many literary perfons have pof^ 

fcfled, 

* La Motte begins one of his Odes thus: 

Equality y fo oft addreft, 
;. CanXl thou o'er wretched mortals rciga? 

Alat» thou ne'er haft ftood the teft, 
- « ^ Chimera boafted but in vain. 
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fcflcd, and which they Ihould be permitted to cul- 
tivate without interruption. Cardan's idea was 
thus dilated by the learned Sculter^ and infcribed 
over the door of his ftudy : 

Jmsce fuifquis hue vents, 
Aut agita paucist aui ait. 
Jut fne labofanfem adjuva : 

One of three things I here requeft 
Of thofc my ftudies who molcft: 
Or to be brief in what they fay> 
Or iirait to take themfelves away; 
Or in my toil a part to bear, 
And aid me with their friendly care. 



HENRY THE THIRD, 

1 

[1574—1589.] 

Exhibited great courage at the attack made by 
the Duke de Maycnne upon the City of Tours, 
Henry the Fourth, then King of Navarre, who 
flood near him, faid, " Sire, I am not aftoniftied 
'« now, that our people loft the battles of Jarnac 
*' and Moncontour, fo fatal to the Huguenot 
«* party." — *' My brother/' replied the King of 
France, •' we ought all to do our duty. Kings 
** are ^lot more expofed to .danger than other pcr- 
r 2 " fons ; 
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64 HENRT T^E THIRD. 

*' fons: l)alls do not look out for'thdm more rea- 
** dily than for a common folder ; and I havc^ 
* never heard yet that a King of Fraincehas been 
'* killed by a mufquet ball: it -«dn nwft probably 
'' not begin with me." , 

On his quirting the ^hgdom Of Poland to 
take pofTcflion of that of France, a iPolilh Noble- 
man faid to him, " Sire, if to have in pofleflion 
'' the afFedions 'of a Vholfe Nation "be really to 
*' reign, where can you reign more abfolutely 
" than in Poland ? You cannot expedt to find in 
*' France, in the prefcnt fituation of that king- 
" dom, that which you leave behind you with 
" us." This fpeech was but too prophetic of 
what afterwards happened : he had not long been 
King of France, before he was aflaflinated by a 
Dominican Friar. The wound was not at firft 
thought fatal; and on the day on which he died, 
during the celebration of Mafs in his chamber, 
the Prince exclaimed, with great devotion, '' My 
'^ Lord and my God, if my life will be ufcful to 
*' my people, prcferve it! if not, take my foul and 
** body, and place them in thy Paradife I Thy 
•* will be done!" 

•* Henry's character of underftanding," fays 
Thuanus, '' appears incomprehenfible ; in fomc 
^ refpeds above his dignity, in others below 
*' childiftmefs. The Order of the Holy Ghoft 
was inftituted by Henry; that of St. Michael 
* * Having 
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l)^ving be^o fo dilgreccd by the unwopriiy pcr- 
£ins who had been decorated with it, that thi^ 
Sovewgp g^ed it, *' Le QdUcr a toutes Biies^' 



V u.ii W 



BUG IVALENCON. 

9 



W»BN this Prince^ brother to Henry the 
Third of France^ w^ Lieutenant-General of thq 
Jjow Countries for a fraall part of the years 158^ 
9ad i5t3> the army of his countrymcni as if they 
yucnded to finifh the Feaft of the Huguenots^ a^ 
they favagely called it, began in the year 1572 by 
the celebrated Maflacre of Paris, attacked the 
town of Antwerp, on the 17th of January 1583, 
by furprize and againft the faith of agreement^ 
which they pillaged, and put to the fword many 
of the Proteftants of that city. One French No- 
bleman howQver, the Due de Montpenfier, bro- 
ther-in-law to William Prince of Orange, who 
was prefent at it, told the T>)xc d'Alcn9on, that 
he ought to tear out the hearts of all thofe per- 
fons who had advifed him to be guilty of fo per- 
fidious an adljion, which, added he, will fo com- * 
plctely decry you ^nd your army^ that it will ren- 
der the French nation in general detcfted and ex- ' 
ccrated by all the other nations of Europe. 

The 
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The French, indeed, fo late as that inhuman 
tyrant Louis the Fourteenth's unprovoked attack 
upon Holland, perpetrated fuch horrid cruelties 
in that country, that in the year 1673 a quarto 
volume was publiihed with this title: *' Avis Ji- 
** dele aux veritdbles Hollandois touehant ce qui e'efi 
*' pojji d^^^ i^^ yUlag^^ de Bodegrave fcf Swamtner-^ 
*' dam^ &? Its Cruautes enormis que les fran^oisy on 
«' exercees\** — ►«• Good Advice to all true Dutch^ 
*^ picn refpcding what took place in the Villages 
" of Bodegrave and Swammerdam, and the un- 
** heard-of Cruelties that the French cxerciftd 
^» upon them ; with an Account of the laft March 
«* of the Army of the King of France through 
*» Brabant and Flanders." The book begins 
thus : 

«* What the French have done in this country 
" in one year, exceeds in cruelty and in horror 
*' what any Hiftorian has faid of any Nation what- 
" foever, and whatever the tragic Poets have re- 
«* prcfented in j^ny of their Tragedies. There 
'* arc no pen or pencil to be found that can dc- 
*« fcribe it; and this (fays the Author) was not 
«' perpetrated in towns that were conquered, but 
«' merely in thofc that were occupied by the 
" troops of France." 

The book is degantly printed, and enriched 
with feveral very beautiful etchings by the cele- 
brated 

* This curious Book is in the Britilh Mufeum. 
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brated Roman dc Hooguc. It would furely be 
well worth while to reprint this work for the fake 
of thofe who can read French, or to tranflate it 
into the different languages of Europe for tholes 
who do not underftand that language^ that they 
may be taught what they are to cxpedt if they 
ihould admit amongfl them a people *> who, un- 
der every form of Government, as well that of a 
Monarchy as that of a Republic, have fhewn 
themfelves fiilfe, ferocious, and fanguinary, the 
Blafphemers of their God, and the Enemies of 
%\kt Hunuui Race, 



LOUISA DE LORRAINE, 

gUEEN OF HENRY THE THIKD. 

Whin her niece, Madame Chriftina, was 
fetting out for Florence, to be married to Fer- 
dinand dc Medicis, flic told her, '* Bear in 
'• mind, my dear girl, that you will always be 
" looked upon as a ftranger in the country where 
" you are going, till you have borne a child ; 
" this will ingraft you to xU" 

* This Article was firft printed in the Autumn of 1 794. 
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ACHILLES HARLAY, 

l^mST tHE^lt^BNT OF THE PABtU^EKT W FAS«i> 

Remained ever faithful to his Sovereign. At 
the celebrated day of the Barricades in 1588, tho 
Duke of Guife wifhed to attach him to his party^ 
Harlay replied, *'that the rule of his Gondu6i 
•' Ihould be, the fervice of the King and the good 
". of the State; and that he would fooncr die than 
*' depart from it.** 

The party of the League had him arretted and 
put into the Baftile. On entering that horrid 
fortrefs, he uttered thefc remarkable words : *^ It 
^» is a great pity, when the fervant is able to dif- 
** mifs the mafter. My foul is God's, my heart 
*' is my Sovereign's, and my body is in the hands 
•* of violence, to do with it what it plcafes/* 



MAGDALENE DE SAINT NECTAIRE, 

Widow of Gui de Saint Exuperi, was a Protcft- 
ant, and diftinguiflied herfelf very much in the 
Civil Wars of France. After her hufband's death 
ilie retired to her Chateau at Miremont, in the 

Limoufin; 
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Limmifin ; ivbere^ with fixty yming Gefdexncit 
well ariMd> fhe uicd to make excuriions upoiy 
the Catholic armies in her ntighbourhood* In 
the year 1575, M, Montal, Governor of the Pro- 
vince, having had his detachments often defeated 
by this extraordinary lady, took the reibluclon to 
beliege her in her Chateau with fifteen hundred 
foot and fifty horfe. She fallied out upon him, 
and defeated his troops. On returning, however, 
to her Chateau, and finding it in the pofleflion of 
the enemy, (he galloppcd away to a nei^bouring 
town, Turenne, to procure a reinforcement for 
her little army. Montal watched for her in a 
defile, but was defeated, and himfelf mortallf 
wounded. 

This is all that is known of this heroine, wjjofe 
courage and condudt we have feeA replaced in 
our times by the celebrated and unfortunate Cu&^ 
VAtlERB D'EoN. 



MURETUS. 

Tins celebrated fcholar was taken ill upon the 
road as he was travelling from Paris to Lyons; 
and, as his appearance was not much in his fa- 
vour, he was carried' to an hofpital. Two phyfi- 

cians 
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cians attended him; and hisdifeafe not being a 
very common one, they thought it right to try 
fomething new, and out of the ufual road of prac - 
tice, upon him. One of them, not knowing that 
his patient underftood Latin, faid in that language 
to the other, ** We may furely venture to try an 
«• experiment upon the body of fo mean a man as 
«* our patient is.** '^Mean, Sirs!** replied Mu- 
retus in Latin to their aftonifliment ; ** can you 
** pretend to call any man fo. Sir, for whom the 
<' Saviour of the World himfelf did not think it 
♦* beneath him to die ?** 

This great fcholar wrote Latin with fuch ele-ii. 
gance, that he impofed upon Jofeph Scaliger 
fome Latin lines written by himfelf as a fragment; 
of Terence. Scaliger was enraged on finding out 
the trick thatrhad been put upon him, and aa. 
Muretus had very narrowly efcaped being burnt 
at Thouloufe by the fentence of the Parliament of 
that city, he made this diftich upon him : 

Qui rigidajtammas evaferat ante Tohjd^ 
Muntui^ fumos vendidtt ille mtht. 



PASSERAT. 

This elegant Writer, at the defirc of Henry 
the Third of France, compofed a Latin Pocni on 

the 
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Ac fubjc<3: of Hounds^, of their varieties, of their 
education, and of their difeafes. The celebrated 
Epitaph on Henry the Third, killed by a Monk, 
was written by him. In that which he compofed 
for himfelf^ he merely defires his fcholars to 
throw garlands of flowers upon his grave : 



"Mia molliUr offa quitfuwi^ 



Stnt jnoJd rarminUuitMm merata malts, 

Light o'er my bones the flowery herbage reft. 
And no 9fficiou$ lines their peace moleft. 

He adds, 

/^/«/, aiii ; Jic vos venijlis, aiiiitis tmn^s^ 
I lived, I died; the common lot of all. 



CHARLES EMANUEL THE FIRST, 

DUKE OF SAVOY. 

[1^80—1630.] 

This appears to have been one of the moft en-, 
terpriiing Princes that ever this enterprifing Houle 
has produced. His life may be faid to have been 
one perpetual effort. Germany, Spain, France^ 
Geneva, feem to have been by turns the objeds 
of his ambition and of his alliances. He died at 

laft 
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laft of a broken heart in 1639^ at: beings dsfeatcili 
ip> molt of his projedh of aggrandizement. Wbaiak 
he was preilcd by Heary the Fourth of France: tQ 
itftore the MaFq^iifate of Saluce% accoidi^g to 
treaty, he remarked, **that reftitution wa$ not % 
•' proper wcffd in the naouth of a Sovereign/* 

This Prince was of fo clofc and referved a dif- 
pofition, that they ufed to fey of him, ^ that his 
*' heart was as inacccfiible as his country." ^ His 
hiftorian tctta us very fignificantly, that " he was 
«' always boilding^ palaces and chnrches j he loved 
«' and encouraged learning, but was not fuffi- 
« ciently defirous to make his fubjcfts and him- 
•'felf happy .•» 

Charles Emanuel was an excellent Qeneral. 
He ufed to fay, that two things were requifite to 
make war with advantage, money and authority 5 
and that the latter was a more.fure means of keep- 
ing foldiers to their duty than the fornicr. He 
alfo fa id, that the quality of Sovereignty, which 
was of itfclf powerful ?lnd troublcfome, appeared 
to him agreeable in two refpeds ; firft, becaufe it 
gave a Prince a power to be more generous than 
any other perfon ; fecondly, becaufe it gave hina 
the power of faving the life of a criminal. 

In the opinion of the late Dr. Johnfon, a hiCr 

^ tory of the Princes of the Houfe <>f Savoy woi}14 

nwrke a very curious and very entertaining compi* 

lation* Indeed, from their fituation, as kefping 

th» 
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ttic eiftraince im> Ataiy on one fide, ihey hvvt 
been «¥er miKrh con^erad and courml by the 
other Princes of Europe ; and they appear^ di&r-» 
^tly from moft of their BrorheiuSovencignB -who 
go to war, ro have always acquired /bmtfthing by 
thaft horrid expedient, either an increafeof tewi- 
toty, orfofnc valMble indemnification in mofi^. 



HENRY THE K)URTH, 
•Called the (yREAi*. 

' £1589—1610.] 

1^16 celcbwtcd Prince \ms accufed by Scali* 
ger of not being learned himfclf, and of itdt en- 
couraging men bf learning. He indeed fu.'ftered 
Scttltger to goto be penfioned in Holland; bat 
tbe Monarch was perhaps difpl^fed with the 
haughtinefs and violence of this great ichohr; 
Heniy founded a College in Park, and took^uir- 
ticolar care ihat the Proftflbrs ftiould he :paid 
their iataries regularly. In his early youth he 
had tranflafted intoi?rench part df Casiaris JComi*. 
metltar'fes; and in the- latter partofhia life* was 
pftparing to jWt together a hiftory of his csvn 
tnnkat^^^eYpkihs. It is- (aid, thsitiie engaged the 
Prefident Jeannin to write the^iiftory of his reign ; 
3 ^ telling 
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telling him that he left him at perfed liberty to 
tell the truthj without artifice and without dif^ 
guifc. 

Heniy ufcd to lay of his fbvereign power, •' I 
*' moft incontcftibly hold my kingdom from God. 
^* It belongs to him immediately. He has only 
^*entrufted me with it. I ought therefore to 
" make every effort that he niay reign in it, that 
'* my orders may be fubordinate to his, and that 
*' my laws may make his laws obferved and re* 
«'fpe<aed." 

« A King," faid he, *' ftiould bear the heart of 
«' a child toward God, and the heart of a father 
*^ toward his fubjedls.*' 

He lamented very often the heavy taxes he was 
obliged to impofe upon his fubjeds. *^ They 
'^ have," lays he, '< a double land-tax, one of 
*» which is coUeded for the fupport of my ex- 
*' pences, the other for the wages of my ofl5cersj 
'' the fecond added to the firit makes the chaige 
" very heavy indeed. They prefs harder perhaps 
<<upon me than upon thofe who pay them. 
" There is nothing that I defire fo much as to 
" eafc my fubjeds of them. My predcceffors," 
added he, '< thought that their fubjeds exifted 
f • only for them, and that every thing belonged 
**to them. With refped to myfelf, 1 always 
<* think that I reign over my felloiy^^itizens ; 
4 «< there 
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^ there is not one of them to whom I am not in- 
" debted. They arc mine^ and I am theirs." 

He ufcd to fay, that the greateft men were 
always the laft to advife war» though they were 
furc to carry it on well. He obferved once to 
SuUy^ who requefted him not to expofe his per^ 
fon fb much in an engagement, "My friend, 
•* fincc it is for my honour and for my crown that 
^' I fight, I ought to look upon my life and every 
" thing elfe as mere trifles." 

Firmly perfuaded that bravery (hould be one 

of the principal qualities of a King, he ufed to 

. fky» that he (hould defpife a Sovereign, who in 

time of adion did not expofe himfelf like a com« 

mon foldien 

M. de Noailles was in love with the aunt of 
this Monarch, and wrote one day, with a dia- 
mond, upon the window of her chamber, 

Nul honhiur me contented 
Ahjent di ma Divinlti. 

When my Divinity I quit. 
All other pleafures faiL 

Henry, coming into the room foon afterwaids, 
wrote in the fame manner under them, 

A^ appellez paz ainji ma Tante, 
Elle aime trop rhumanite. 

No fuch great name my Aunt can fit. 
She 's as a mortal frail. 

There 
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Hicre were fcveral vcryderout Ladies at die 
Court of Henry. To a Courtier who was one 
day praifing their conduA extrcnnely, be replied, 
" The Lftdies, whether rhcy are virtuous, or wifli 
•• to become virtuous, have always occafion for 
•'advice and for prudence; of thcmfel vcs^ they 
i^ always go to extremes *.*• 

On the birth of the Dauphin (afcer wards Lonis 
XIII.) be letievery perfon into the room to fee 
him. The midwife intimaced her apprchenfions 
fliat the great crowd would ma-fce the chiM ill. 
" Hold your tongue, hold your tongue. Mother 
^ Midwife,*' replied Henry ; " do not difturb 
"yourfelf. As this child i*s for every one, it is 
" proper that every one fhould have the fatisfac- 
" tion to fee him." 

Some one told Henry, that a particular per- 
fon of confequcnce t)f the League party, to whom 
he had been very kind, by no means bore him 
any good-will. "Well then,'* replied Henry, 
" I will be ftill kinder to him, which will oblige 
*' him to love me.** The Duke de Mayne, more 
generous^ when Henry, after having taken hufti 

prifoner, 

• The learned and acute Bifliop Waiburton oTed to fay, 
*« that the two mod difficult things to Uicct with in the 
•' world, were a difmtcreftcd roan, and a woman who had 
•< common fenfe ; that fenfe, vrithotlt which wit is folty, 
«* iearxiing pedantry, and virtuc^tfelf wcikBC&of mind/* 
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fftrifonerj g^ve him v^ry libenl tenns of pacifica. 
lion, faid, ^' Now, Sire, I am really overcome.'* . 

Henry once loft at play a very lai^c fum of 
money; a fum fo confiderablc, that it was faid 
to have been fuf&cient to have retaken Amient 
from the Spaniards. M. de Sully fufiered HeQrjir 
to lend to him three or foiir times for it. ' A* 
htt h6 brought it to the Kin^when he was at the 
Arfeiial near Paris, and laid it all out upon tjbe 
table before him, in the principal apartmait dt 
that fortrefs. Henry fixed his eyes upon it foe 
fometime with great attention, and turning to 
Sully, faid, «' 1 am corrcded; I fliall never lofc 
'' any fum of money again as long as I live." 

Of fuperilition he faid, that it w^ merely th^ 
ruft of religion, the mofs which grows on the llocic 
of piety. " Water," added he, " has its frotl|, 
'< the earth its dull, and gold itfelf comes not out 
«< of the bowels of the ground without ixM im- 
«« purities." 

Humanity appears to have been a natural vlr^ 
tue in Henry. When he made excurl^ons into 
the diftant provinces, he ufed to ftop all the per« 
fons he met, and alk them queftions, where they 
were going? whence they came? what they weif 
carrying? what goods they ibid? and what was the 
price ? One of^ his attendants appearing furpriled 
one day at his familiarity, and at falls entering 
into fuch details with hisfubjeds, he faid to him^ 

voii. XV, o " The 
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«« thcitifavts dilh6rtb*f^-iji*khawtejr the vrfufe of 
^a^tfton; VWth'rtrpcdktotnyfelf, I ainaiixibus 
^ td kttbw what 'is the vilue of half a dehiei^ antf 
^what (Kfllciilty tfhfe pbor people haVt tb gkk 
^4t/fe that th6y imay not be taxed itbovc their 
*^incans/* 

• Wheft fome of hfe Coartiers wert one day eat- 

p«f(fiAgihdr¥eart thit hlggfeat IkmiKarfty woofd 

.«ft»ytfiittT^^ which fiibjedb 

ihould ftel iot thcfr kihg ; he ftiti, «» Pomp, pa- 

*^r?dte, 'ind A'itv^c gf a vSty /belong only to thofi- 

•^Wh6' feel that t«rithout fuch itnpfefing externafe 

••thcy'ihoUld have nothing that l^otild ihiprefs 

•* refpeO:* IpiTith f^ard tb myfelf; by the gVacc 

•^'of'God I have In njyfeflT wliat Wakes me thiiik 

, •^Ihat I arfi worthy of being a Kfng. IBe thai 

^ however as it may /it is mote honourabFe Tor a 

♦^Prince to t)C beloved than feared by his Tuhje&%.*' 

On declaring war againft Sgain, he had thoughts 

of 'aboHfluhg the land-tax. Sully alked Kim 

Where be ihoiitd then be al>le to find the money 

he wanted for carrying qn 'the war •' **In the 

-•' hearts oFmy people/'* reph'cd Hehfy ; *^ that is 

•^^ a Itreafurc which cjin never fail 'rne.*' 

^' We told the Prince o^ Rohan, that 'he made it 

his conftant prayer tb God that he would inlpire 

hia\wii;h gra(:e to foigive his enemies, to gain 

*^he vidory over his palTioris, ahd particularly over 

'las 
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Inswdchefb, nd^trnkeofe tsf thcpowdriie 
luid gnmosd him with litfiitoiiaii god nuktcra-^ 

Ofi bong told tf <shc dosMk of ckc Pnnc6 of 
Cqnd^i wken^ ^ Kiag of Na^arrc^ tefck v^ry 
fimfiUf ihedoftivhichiv Mibftainexl.andlui^ 
to what dangers and difficukieslm£ngfyi»QiiiifMl 
Mpfl6dy.iuaMit a friend toaififtiuidtdMfe Mtn; 
beomlwaod^ «« Qod tlooe k mjr i9fii|ctsiifiip# 
«' port: in him alome I truft, and I IhtU odi ^ 
«« coaftemddL*^:*' an exclaituKCion (fiq^ Abb^ 
Brocicr) worthf of tbe Cbiof of liiciftnUi/. of Bwr> - 
biou^mho& notrois "* ^ait,^ '^ HifX/^ ' 

J^^ the ientiie dfiftat jof itfafi pjitfqr (^ tfat 
JUcagucon France^ it< tmde&Daa ftjapijitd Hut aicfp 
«()siipagB& of tke^wl^bfSKed la Nou^j whqiCfWp 
fikttituig .to Hedry of it;» thf kttcr <tqU liirn^ 
-^^ Though 4«fe hiiw bcon.^ri&oricHii pwr our ^no* 

^ An ii«wo]|^47minf MI) ^me ^ li^toi j<t«f ^inpfi ago 

^t)ieihope^fll|ii)( foipe 0|ipk{)rxgedt. . llnCu^c^id ip )iji 

attempt^ .29(1 reduced to extreme ppv^y^^ he 4^ intpiiiled to 

^hrow him(elf into the Thames, On pf&ng near the Royal 

Exchange to eflcft his daring and defperate purpofe^ he fiiw 

thexamage of tfa^ilte excelkntMn J«iia3 lia(i>i«i^, un^tt^llie 

ivms. 4f whichiwaithds aottp, *< aKrwr i%^>i'' ^Ri^fiiigiiiir 

V9C«i|iTeKie« 1^ . thii *rexumicft W |uq)i ^^a,^& on fl^^jmnd 9f 

.the youz^ namp, that hft invne^iately ()e(iftedfrpc|i hit horrid 

d^dgn^ gained foon afterwards a confiderable eftablirhment^ 

and died in good circumfiancesi in the comtnon courfe of pior- 

Ulily. • ' • ^ 

a 2 ''micg^ 
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» * 

^ mks^ we htv« not on that 'account difpeaiecf 
^ from the juft dmuinds .of pur cmdttor9; and 
'* can you think it a hardfliip to pay youndebtf ; 
^ vheal do not pretend to difpenfe myfclf from 
^ paying ihinep** He then cook out pf his 
pocket fonie jewels^ which be gave to La Nouc 
io Tedeem fts carrhges. 

. Of the Tcadineft of rq>ly and good-rhumoiir of * 
thia^ great Prince^ the following anecdote ia told 
by Brotier: 

• TheSpani(h Amballkdor at the Courtt>f Henry 

was bne day enquiring of him die chaia&er of 

his MiAifters. '« You ihali fee what they are iik 

«' a minute/* &id the Monard^ On feeing M. 

de Siileri^ thf Chancellor^ come into the draiyingl 

lOOm, he faid to him» «' Sir^ I am very uneafy at a 

^^' beam that is good for nodiing, and which feons 

-** toibreaten to fall upon my heaid.'* — *« Sire// re*. 

plied Sillcri, "youlhould confult your Architcd; 

<* let Vitpf thing be welt examined^ and let him 

" go to work; but there is no hurry. ** Henry 

next faw M. de Villcroi, to whom he fpoke as He 

.,had done to Silleri- '^ Sire/' replied yilleroi, 

.without kx>king at the beam, '< you are \trj right; 

"*' the beam is yciy dangerous indeed/* At laft 

4he Prefident Jcannin came in, to whom Heniy 

\miade a fimilaraddrefs as to the former Mimft^rs, 

./jj^Si/c/' faid the Prciident, «' I do not know what 

" you mean. The beam is a very good onc/'-^ 

,;?/ >. . M But/' 
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KS^IIT THS fOVftTH* 85 

«' B»r relied the King, << do not I fee the 
<« l%ht through the crevices^ or is my head dif« 
«• ordered?"— .♦' Go, go. Sire*' returned Jeannin, 
<< be quite at your eafc ; the beam vill laft as long 
«' as you will/' Then turning to the Spanifii Mi* 
liifter, Henry obierved to him. •* No*r I think 
*< you are well acquainted with the chaiaders of 
^' my thre? Miaifters. The Chancellor has no opi^ 
*^ nion at all; Villeroi is always of my Opinipnt 
^ and Jeannin fpeaks as he really thinks^ and 
** always thinks properly.** 

Hemy, on fats* marriage with Mary, of Medicis, 
placed Madame de Guercheville (wiipfe virtue he 
had attempted to icduce without fueceftj about 
her perfon s giving as a reafon, thaf as (be really 
w^ a Lady of Honour, ihe ought to be Dam^ 

When he befiqgedF^ris, Henry pevmitted thofe 
peribns to come out of the town untnolefted 
through bis army who were defirous to quit that 
city, then fufiering the rooft horrid famine uiid 
ficknefs ; obfcrving, '^ I do not wonder that the 
'' chief perfons of the League and the Spaniards 
'' have fo little compaffion for thefe poor people ; 
•^ they are merely their tyrants; but I, who am 
' «' their foher and their King, cannot bear to hear 
'< of the calamities they fuifer without (huddering,* 
•' and being afflidcd to the very botpom of my 
'' fpul, and without deiiring eagerly to put a ftoi> 
'f to them. I cannot help thofe who are poireifed 

«• with 
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« Wkh tke Dftn^ 6f the Ici^Ud frthh perffting 
« with k; hut to thofe who implort my cfemcncy, 
*' I wlil ever extend my rtf m« ; they (hall not flif*' 
^ fcr for thfc crimes 6f others.** 

Some one was faying before this l^nce^ ^'how 
** happy Kings were.*'— '•They are not/' replied 
he, '• fo happy as you imagine them to be. Kings 
« are either bad or good men. If they are* bad 
V men, they* bear within themfelva their own 

• plague ttd toitnent.. If they att good men, 
•« they find from other people a thonfend raufcs 
<^ of uneafitiefi and affliAion. A good king feels 
^ the mi^feittthdi of all his inbjefts; and in a 
^ great kingdom what innumerable ftmrccs are 
•« there of affliaion!'^' 

Henry, naturally chearful h^mfelf, loved chcar- 
fulnefs in other perfons. ^1 cannot/* ftid he, 
^ willingly eM|>ldy a melahcholy perfbn, for a 
•• man that is ill-bumimrcd to hinifdli tahhot 
^ eafily be good-humoured to other peribns. 

• What fatisftftion' can be procured' from ^ 

• man who is diflatisfied VitKhimfelf ^* 

His Courtiers one day complimenting him upon 
theftrength of his conftitution^ and telling him that 
he muft live to be eighty years of age; he replied, 
^ The number of our days is reckoned* I have of- 
« pen prayed to God for grace, but never for a 
^ long lifei A man who has lived well, has alwayar 
•^ lived long enough* however early he may 
•• die.'' 

When 
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upon the riches of the kingdom of SpainJ:a^9]k9^ 
ding that France v^as fullof the njailras^.oJ[ that 
couQi;i;jr4, Hwj^ rftplicd, "^WhpajUcff pfaQrcs 
•5 rcn^a^inSp^in, it i5.aro^4 oStl^^ ricfe«.oJf 
^' tl^^ kingdom, a$, wjioft th/ey arer.jiqcnojut ojt 
'Vtb^t ^ipg^onv U k a mark of its ij(;»digw<;c% 
^ Inde^ the gs^^eqasi of Spain taring into tbaft 
«•. co^ntJ^yr eight ^ailUon^ of F#i^» ^.foi^,Q( 
<^ tl^<fit mi|lU«R$ ^t^Sw^ \nto,Jcyfm;c. for Qujr^cQrn» 
« our winc^ WF fj^^ PWcJflfh*. ando>ii? n^ooU 
» JheJCear^^mUr mi|tfS| t|ey enrich ui vHhput 
<« incuortngithcdangortpf tb< fUt or,iacrili<ung 
f« our fubjedls. XhiL%i»i))M^ cofp« tQ ^Fiwc^ 
«« to buy of uf^ yc nfivMso ito thfu«3 they do not 
« giveifs their RMM/i fe;¥< |»>; it to u»*.r^ 
. Refloifling oo«. d%fi on (bo tfanqiullity.wjiiioti 
France wa$ tojayipg^ ^bilft tb» .grfAt^* gfxt of 
Europe luu at 9irar>..of in ,a jMar ftate of b^c^iping 
fo; he filid» '' Thvnl^ G9d» Ib^^b wc bnve bad 
«' the soiif&ctwie (o h^iY^/bcm tifiop^f f heauc of 
«« war, at pref^ we a«)<m^X:i^^V! ::: * 
Henry, dioygh i^t^Kcd- from his firft wHc 
Vl^xg^us^ ()e Valois^ ever behaved to her with kind* 
ne^ and good-humoun The folldwii^ tette^ijf 

« • Chailei Ac FIftbi uftd lo.fay^cveii faxUtthnci-^'JEiltty 
^*lhiBg^bWT\*iDi Fnn^c; m ^p^a, «V«y llikig is ¥^n^ 
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his to that Prsicefi; was puMiflied a few yean agn 
atParitr:'' 

^f'MaScur, 
♦« Jay etc bycn ayfe daprandre dc vos nouvelle^ 
f? par le sr. dc fuyjac par le quel vous aprandre^ 
f* dcs inycnnes & cofne la goutte mayant quyte 
5' aus pyes ma prys au genoux mcs niayntenant je 
f ' man porte myeus & efpcre demayn ccnire ui^ 
f* cheurcuyl & mardy unj^crf & sy de la au how 
«« je vays en amandant coitie je lefpere je fete pour 
'f vous voyr dans ia fyn de la feth^ne cependarit 
*' je vous dyre que ceft la moyndre chofe que 
f vous pouves atandre de moy que le comande- 
f mant de lefpedyiyon du don^que je vous ay fet 
<' pourle rapt quy a ete fet de la petyte fylle dodyt 
^* sr. de iuyja€ encore que :avant la. i4c^tyoa de 
^ la vre jy eufle pourveu de facon.quyl an aura 
'* tout contantement sy efl: cc que conoyiant 
^' que vous lafexyories yl vem come pour i^mour 
" de vous je lafexyone & ce refantyra de lefet de 
«« vore pryere & reconfandaQron come^voos pa^ 
f tout ce quy depandra de moy quy fqys 
* «! vre byen bon perc 

T^ ce xf aut a mopccau/' . . V H^NRV." 

• •« A nu Sear la Royne Mirgucrjte.'^ 

In 1599* when the Dyke of Savoy came tq' 
Paris 'to accommodate his difpute with Henry 
jcfpeAing the Marquifate of Saluces; Henry was 
j^dvifed to keep hhn a prifonertill he had coifte t6 
^n agreement concerning it. The Monarch r^}i<» 

3 cd 
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(^, *' Whoever gavt me that advice can be no true 
'' friend of ra^nc, but a pcrfon who Would deftrojf 
^^ my honourl Whoever effedb my good faith; 
^* gives me more unea^nefs than if he afieded my 
f^ throne/* 

Heniy uftd to deplore thofe unfortunate dii^ 
putes which divided Europe/ wd faid^ that if die 
piriftian Princes would but unite themlelvcs^ in 
one year they mi^t deftroy the Turktfh 'Empires- 
more particularly when all the principal pcrfiMis 
of that empire were dilcontentcd, and whilft Per- 
sia was an enemy fo formidable to it. 

When he was tdd of the defeat and lofi of the 
gallies belonging to the St^te of Malta, he tx^ 
claimed, '' How melancholy all this isl WhiUt 
^^ the Chriftian Republic ihould incrcafe, it di« 
^* miniflies. We arc like thofe madmen who tear 
^' the perfons in pieces that are bringing them a(L 
f* flllante/» 

When he W9s told what judgment his fubjeOs, 
wiere fometimes forming of himfelf and of his ac- 
tions^ he uled to fayy '^ I remain alone upon the 
f* throne, and anrfcen there by many perfons of 
f ^ different fituations. 1 am on an eminence, cfaey 
V are in a valley. We judge but imperfeftly 
«* of thofe objcds that arc at a great diftartcc 
f' from us : fo my fubjeds judge of me*" 

On the Chrifl:mas,-day of 1609 .Henry Went 
with bis GcHirt to the Church of St. <>ervais at 
faris^to^rs^ celebrated freacher; who, vain 

■ of 
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k/A Sqfff^i^,, icon iipJC^frupted the tlvcs^d of h^ 
i^^cqfj^^^j^^^ Aftei; having 

p^4b^;hcjJfghcftco«^^ cleip^ncy^ 

the juftice, and the humanity of his rei^n^ .I}g iiVr 

^ftp^ ¥R9?i W^y JPP¥^?V ^^^^^3 ^^^^ ^^He ^ jpoli- 
tk^4P:ti»n^ft. 4i?^ffl?» )l<; thought neqeflary fqc t,hc 

flftt 0(^j^9#r9ji JP^qly Gad, *' ^y hy, the prcacjiw 
•* qf ;fOr4^y cjid wt .c^tii^y fill up l\i&. hour^'*- 
The day aftcfw^da Ho^try CAP[ic to hear him agaif^ 
vf^Qi^ ipceting' him ?s he wa^ going loco thepul<. 
f^t^ hft ff^ to him^ '', My father, evoyioxu: «- 
H p^cdjh^ at thi} tiia[ie. ypu (bouH be ]» t^ 
^' %ftiiR« Iput th^ opiniQf^ of (j^ite Wf)^ld aj)d ti^ofi^ 
5* of i»yjfclf do no; always go together. I aqi 
^ i»uc^ 9blige4 to you jS^r thq ^eal tih^t you ha vp 
«' fhewn for my falvation. Continue, I b^ ^f 
«^. you^ to ^equeft it of God, for me, and cpnrributc 
** to it yourfclf by ypur gqpd ^vice. j^n yhs^^^ 
'* ever place, and^ at whatever tinji^ yoi^ fl^^I (hinjc 
f ' fit to give it to me, ym will alwaya. find nap 
^< well inclined to follow it. I have only, to rer 
<« queft of yoiu that you will not let your zeal get 
" the better of you difcretion when you tbiiiljf fi* 
"to giwe npe , advice in pi^bli^^ ?ind tJ^^t you 
*« would d^ft frpm thofe invedive* whiqh .may 
'' »Uen4t9 the loye, and fjiroinil^ the refped my. 

" fubjeila^ 
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<« fiibftAi ^^ to <m; YeultoflVTHiy ettrfmfr 
^ jfaloHfjr r^fpeftuag the form^r^ md ti«ie extfqnK 
^ ^Ucacy ttoit attonds th^ latter. Except in 
«* pitbUf *. at any priv«(e audtc^e yw Hiay* gite 
M ais muck latifudt 10 youjr zaii as yoa ploafe. On 
^ my pzn, I wiH bring to it all tM docility of 
p^ which I am oapabk; and If my weaknefsf ndll 
«« jpcimit mc i;o gp with you^ it. will be more my 
^« ^Mfc tl)iin your* if I do not bccamie Jb^etv 
.<< Once i^ all^ continue^ I be& your regard t«tti^ 
^< nnd be afliircd of my confiant protedtion.''' 

The Jefmts,^0n accpunc of |heir learning %ni 
ibeir very agreeable manners, were gr^af &vaur^ 
fte9 with ihia Prince. He ufed f tell them^ they 
Jkid two Generals; <» the Gown, and the Sword* 
«« The firft was at Rome; the fccond washim^^ 
"f«tf/' 

The Dufihcfa d« la Tremouillr, who was a 
Hugoenot^ was one day repeating to Henry £bme 
fisaodal rdpe^ng Father Cotton, one of the 
Jefttits that was the moit patronized by Henry^ 
and who iifas hjs Confeflbr. Henry replied, 
^' Midam, do but attend to the fpirit of your 
^' religion ; it prevents you from believing in the 
f^ Bope, at the fame time that it inclit^es you (Q 
•^ believe a calumny.*' 

When fome of the Huguenot Minifters repre« 
lented to him that their ft^t could not continue 
ib k)!^ as there were Jefuits in France, be replied^ 

** I will 
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'« I will chdelVotn* tc> prcfcrvc yofl b6th, ftf thit 
^ the good may favc the bad, and, if pbflRblc, thil 
*' no one may perilh/* He was likewtfe fold by 
the Huguenots, that he fuffcrcd tiifefelf to be led 
by thejefuits; '* Oh^ no,'* replied hd| «for I kad 
«« both Jcfuits and Huguenots/* •He<raid to the 
Deputies of the Parliament who wifhed to prevent 
that Order from being eftabliflied in- France, 
'• When I had ferious thoughts of introducing 
/♦ the Jcfuits at Paris, two forts^ of perfdns op- 
^' pofed it, the Huguenots, and the Catholic 
" Pricfts of irregular living; both of whom re- 
«» proached them with endeavouring tdattra^ t* 
*« them men of learning and of wit : no^# for that I 
" efteem them. When I make levies, I wifh to pick 
*' out the bcft troops for the purpofe, and I am 
*' anxious that none (hould enter into the P«rlia« 
foments but worthy and excellent fubjcds; fo 
«' that throughout my kingdom merit Ihould bfc 
•' the mark : that diftinguifties honours. The 
«*. Jefults forced thcmfclves, fay their adierfaries, 
" into \ny kingdom. 1 am furc that I fdrced my 
•' way into it. Clement, who alfaflinated my 
" predeceflbr, did not accufe them of being ac- 
*' complices with him; and if a Jefuit had been 
•' concerned with him in that horrid adlion, (of 
«' which I wifti ever to lofe the remembrance) 
♦' muft the whole Order fufFer on his account f 
ft fliould all the Apoftles have beeit driven out of 

'' Judc^ 
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♦' Jiudea for .one J. Judas?. The, horrors of the 
'< Lciigpe fhojul^ no longer be imputed, to thenu 
*' It ws^s the error of the times; and they, as well 
•• as jnany^ others, .were concerned in it from the 
'i bed intentions. •• . 

,, Befprc. the ibattle of lvry> which decided the 

^te of the Cpwa of France/ this magnanimous 

Brinf^e XQade.the following pious addrefs to God: 

'/.If itfliouldpicafe thee not to beftow the Crown 

*' upon me, or thou fceft that I am likely to be 

*5 o^ of thpf^^Cjijags whom thou giveft to man* 

** jkind.^n -thy wiath, take away my life as well 

*)[ ai$-|:hc Crown! Grant ^me to-.day to- be the 

^' vidUip of thy. \«rifc will 1 ,Grant that my death 

•^piay deliver France from the calamities of war^ 

V and that my blood may be the lafl: that Ihallbe 

'5 Ihed in tl^is difpute!'* ' Inimediately before he 

charged the enemy, he faid ta the raiment which 

ht headed, *• My Comrades, if you follow my 

•'fortune, remenftber I follow yours.' I anx de- 

" tcrmiaed either to conqueror to die with you. 

r* Keep you ranks, I bcfcech.you, but if the vio- 

.♦* Icnce pf thQ enpgemenr (hould make you quit 

''them, endeavour to rally again; that enfures 

^ " . vidory. You will rally under thofc three trees^ 

/'that you fee there on the eminence; and* if you 

"^ftiQuld Jofe your ftandards, do not lofe fight of 

•'my white plume of feathers; you will ever find 

,'*)it in. the road to honour and to viaofy.*' 

- ' "-VWien 
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When the cnttny'r nnk& "wrt broken^ fie «K- 
daimcd, " jSauveit Us Franf9is & maintajfk JUr 

Soon after the entrance 6f Henry into PkHs^ 
the Spaniih Anib«fiador» who liad l3cen there 
during ^he time of tfte l^^gue^ faid^ that the dtf 
was fo altered heTiai-dlf knew it. *' It b/* fthS 
Henry, *' iccaufe the father of the family is 
*Vprefent, and takes care p£ his childran^ and fb 
**'they profjper.**.. 

Henry once gave 1nt6 fomeiN^ortt wlildi \iU 
fubjeds did not appear to approve of^ and were 
therefore free in their converfations upon them. 
^' My thoughts*' faid Henry, ^ are'tOD elevated, 
*« and my defigns too deep for tlxe inafs df my 
«; people to fathom* Tbey will, however, fee by 
'•the event that God is my guide. With refped 
« to them, the peace and the tranquillity which 
^ ihey eryoy, allow them opportunities to fpeak. 
•• iTheir words fly away, whilft my aaion^itmain/* 

Henry ufed to fey, that the world would be 
aftoniflied to find Queen Efizabeth of England 
a tnaid,, Maurice Prince of Orange a man of 
courage,, and himfelf a good Cathdick. 

••l;his ^Prince,*' fays Broticr, « fo great, fo 
«* amiable, fo good, was well acquainted with his 
**i)Wh merit, but' had in, general the misfortune 
"that thofe wlio were about him had not the 
«« jp^ippcr degree of feeling rcfpcding it.^ On 
* ' . the 
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cfcuH?hi6fthc¥eunhfefc A Vktk^- 0n hi* tceuiii 
fefre Dtt*fe of <Mlfe and Bf^Tompirffb met'lilftt 
#aft!irig in the G^idttte- bf the TkuifteAft, ^vrheWf 

chtminii continoa! Mgh; and ffie^-l>ufe jft 

Omib^couH not hdp ft^itig iS Mi^ *loiiafcrhJ 

cmbntdng him at ttte Tahie titxic^'^^i?/^^; tA^i* iW? 

V a mon'grttm dh^ragfraiifThMm^tk^dfrit.^ 

The King then turning to him and Bafibmpierre^^ 

faid in a grave tone of voice, *** 'Ndqc o^ybu fuf- 

. «^ ficicntly underftand me; biit I (hall dicbhe of 

"•^^thefe days, and when you havfc loif ft*,4hen 

•/you. will know my vaRic, and Vljujit/diijfifjcncc , 

*' thprc is between fne,and other men.''' *Thefe 

metancholy ideas were, Tor fomc days 'fiefore Tic 

diedj continually Crowding iijto his mind. l%c 

tJay Tbcfore his death, he few from a ?16fe tribune 

the ceremooy of the coronation of his fccpnd wife, 

Mary of Mcdicis/ at St. Denis. The ipciaators, 

placed upon beaches, filled the choir joT the chufch 

to the very top of the roof of it. Struck with 

the.immenfity of the crowd, he faid to Vather 

Cotton^r his ConfHTor; " You cahnot guefs on 

- ^* what J was thinkit^g jiift now, wlien I tvas 

• «' Icioking; at this great roncourfe of people, 1 was 

•* thinking of the laft Judgment, and of the ac-^ 

'^ count we are all then to give oft>ur adhohs." 

By 
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S6 BUNftT THE f OUmTH* 

By tfackmdtiefs of Mr. Planta» of thcBritilh 
Mufcunii this Article of Hcniythe Fourth is 
enriched ' with two Letters of that greauPrince^ 
when King of Navarre, which have never been 
printed^ and of which dieOriginals renudn in the 
Britifh Mufeum. One was addrefled ^ M. da 
Pleills, his Minifter at the Court of Queen Eliza- 
beth s the other to Mr. Anthony Bacon, brpther 
to the celebrated Chancellor of that name. 

" COPT OF A LETTER OF HENRY KING* OF NA- 
•' VARRE (since HENRY THE FOURTH OF 
*' rRANCj:}> TO MONS' DU PLESSYS, DATED 
" ROCHEtLEj SEPT. 23, 1586. 

«« Mons' Dupleflys parce que Jay entcndu que 
*« Bufanyal a receu a Londres quinfe ccns Ecus 
y pour Mons^ de Bacon & que Jay eu playnte 4c 
«' ce que les ayant de fy longtems II ne les a fait^ 
*' tcnir au dyt S' de Bacon — Jay bicn voulu vous 
*' ecrire la prefante dautant que jc defireroys le 
** gratyfycr tant pour fon mcryte & en favcur dc 
*' ecus a qui II apartyent que J'eftyme beaucoup 
" que pour ctrc de la Nation Angloyfe pour vous 
•* prycr dc le fccouryr de quelque fomme atendant 
«' quyl puyflc refcvoyer ceque le dyt Bufanval a 
•* pour lui entrc mayns. Je panfe bycn que vous 
*• aves peu de moyans par dc la mays ce me fera 
•' chofe fort agreable fy vous Iiii pouves baylier 

" & fere 
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MENUY THE FOURTH, 97 

" & fere fournyr jufques si troys ou quatrc ccns 

" £cus--rVOUs pourres mander audyt Bufanval de 

" fere tenyr par quelque voye (comme ill fen pcut 

" trouvcr plufycurs) ce quyl a receu pour lui & 

•* fere rembourfer ce que vous luy avcs fet fournyr' 

«' Ce que fftaffurant que vous feres Je nc vous en 

" dyray davantage fy ce n'eft que je fcray byen 

" ayfc que Ic dyte S' de Bacon ay t en cela concan-i 

'' temant. Adycu Mons' du Plcflys, 

'^ceft 
« Votre tres afedlyonnc Mcttre & 

^' parfct Amy." 

** De )a Rochelle, ce xxiii de Settambre/' 

•'copy OF A LETTER OF HBI^RT, KING OF 
''NAVARRE, TO M* DE BACON (MR. AN- 
** THONY bacon). DATED SEPT. 23, 1586. 

" Mpns» de Bacon Je fuys byen marry de ce 
*• que Bufanval na fet autre dcvoyr de vous fere 
'' tcnyj^ la fomme quyl avoyt rcfeus pour vous 
•' car il fayt Combyen J'eftyme ceus a quy vous 
" apartenes & combyen Je vous ayme Je mandc 
*• a Mons' Duplcflys de vous fecouryr de ce quyl 
'* pourra atendant que vous ayes receu yjfe^jdcnyers 
'* Je croy quyl le fera encores que la ncct^flfyte des 
*' jifaircs et des charges de dela foyt grande J'eufle 
^•.byen defyrc que voftre. fante vous eufl; permys 
*'.d*eftre aupres de moy, car J'euffe donnc ordrc 
** que vous n'euflycs poynt tombe en telles dyfy- 
VOL. IV. H •' ciilt^s 
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'* cultes. Je vpus prye fetes tousjours eftat de mof 
^< Ct voos aljbr^s que Je fuys 

•• Vrc afedyone ct afliirc Amy, 

« HtKaY.** 
. Abbe de Marolles* in his Memoirs^ thus d^ 
fcribes the ffate of Fnuice under ehk excellent 
Monarch: 

'' The idea»" fays he, ^ of tbofe days ftill givei 
*< me pleafure. I pais over in my mind wkb an 
^* inconceivable fatisia^on the beamty of the 
'' country at that time. It gpptSLn to me as if 
" the country wsis more fertile then than it is now, 
«« that the meadows were more verdant than thef 
<* are at prefcnt, and that the trees bore more 
*^ and better fruit. What a pleafure it was to 
^' hear the warbling of the birds, the lowing of 
«^ the cattle, and the ruftic longs of the (hep« 
<< herd 1 The cattle then remained fafe in the 
<* fields, and the hufbandmen in perfeft fecurity 
'' ploughed up the furrows to put in the grain^ 
«< which the tax-gatherers and the foldiers had not 
«< then begun to ravage. The peafant had then 
<^' his little cottage^ his neat fiimituje, aiidall chat 
<< was necefiary for him, and flept quietly in his 
" own bed. When the feafon of harveft was 
<< come, it was a great pleafure to fee the reapers^ 
<* bending one over another, defpoil thefiurrows' 
'' of their corn, and gather up their treafurcs^ 
*' which the more robuft tied together, while the- 

"t)thers 
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«< #thtrt loaded the waggons with the fhearves^ and 
«' the children that weie keeping their cattle at 
*' a diffatficei gleaned the ears of corn which i, 
'* good'^natured and an affeAed forgetfulnefs had 
^ left behind thcm« The ftronger girls of the village 
^* leaped the corn as well as the boysj and their 
^' mutiial labour was occafionallf interrupted bf 
** a mftk Incsal^ that ii^as eaten fooietimes undef 
** the flMde of an appk or a pear tree^ which let 
^^4kywn its. branches, covered with fruity even 
"^ into their very hands. 

*' After the harveft^ the peafants fixed upon 
^ Ibttie hottday ta meet together and have a little 
^teplt (by them called tihe Harveft Gofling), 
'* to which they Invited not only each other, but 
^' even their mailers, who pleaftd them very much 
*< when they condeicended to pMtake of it. 

«* When thefe good folks married any of their 
'* children, it was a pleafure to fee the ceremony ; 
^' for befide the fine clothes of the bride, that was 
^ nothing lefs than a fed gown, and a cap em- 
**' broidered with foil amd glafs beads, the parents 
*• were dreffed in riieiT blue clothes, well plaited, 
« that they drew out for the occafion from their 
*' old chefts, perfumed with lavender, dried rofes, 
^' and roferaary. Favours in honour of the cere* 
•' mony were not forgotten upon the occafion. 
** All the perfons that were invited wore them, 
*• cither tied to their girdles or their flecves. There 
H 2 " waai 
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<< was a ruftic concert of bagpipes^ flutes^ and 
*' hautboys ; and after a very plftitiful dinner the 
*' dancing lafted till the evening. No one then 
'• complained of the cxcefs of the imports. Every 
" one paid his little tax with cheerfulnefs. and I 
" do not remember ever to have heard it faid, 
" that any march of foldiers* had ever pillaged ^ 
<^ a ifingle village, much left defolated whole pro* 
*« vinces, as we have but too often f«cn fincc that. 
** time by the calamities neceflarily attendant 
*' upon war. 

•• Such was the clofc of the reign of Henry 
<' the Fourth. It "was the end of a great many 
<' blcflings, and the beginning of a great many^ 

«* mifcrics 

^ I hate that drum's difcordant found/ . 
^ Parading round, and rounds and round ; 

To thoughtlels youth it pleafore yields. 

And lux^s from cities and frqin field s^ 

To fell their liberty for charms 

Of tawdry lace and glitt'ring arms, 

And when Ambition's voice commandtf. 

To march, and Eghl^ and fail in foreign lands. 

I hate that drum's difcordant found, 
Parading round, and round, and found ; 
To me it talks of ravaged plains. 
And burning towns, and ruined fwains, 
And mangled limbs, and dying groans, 
And widows tears, and orphans moans. 
And all that Mifcry's hand beftows, 
To fill the catalogue cf human woes. 

*« Poems ky Mr. So ott, tf Antocil, HcrU:*' 
I 
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** mifcrics, when a malignant and outrageous 
*' Demon took au'ay the life of this great 
" Prince; of which difaftrows event I think I 
"had a very fenfible prognoftic; ibr on the 
•* night of the accurfed day in which he was 
" aflaflinated, the 14th of May 16 10, I faw a 
*' great light in the Heavens, nearly at mid-nighr, 
" that made the whole country appear as if it 
"had been on fire. I faw this light juft as I was 
*' going to bed, and the perfons who faw it at the 
" fame time with me were feized with the greatcft 
" aftonifliment as well as myfelf. The tremen- 
" dous phenomenon lafted but a very ftiort time, 
«' gnd the next morning the news af the King's 
" aflaflination was brought to our village." 

*' Memoires de L'Abbe de Marollis.*' 
Voltaire c^lls Henry, 

Defesfujits le vainqueur 6f lepere : 

His fubjcfls conqueror, yet their father too. 

and no Prince ever better deferved the honour* 
able appellation of the Father of his fubjedb 
than Henry. His wifli that every peafant in 
his kingdom might have a fowl in his pot every 
Sunday, and his efforts to render that wilh ef- 
fedual, by encouraging agriculture and by im- 
poling eafy taxes: his humanity of difpofition, 
his eafinefs of accefs^ and the franjknefs of hjs 
chara<3er, have madc^ a Fi^cuch Poet fay, perhaps 
rather too ftrongly of him m his Sovereign, 
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Seul Rot dont le peuple a gardt la mifMire- 9 

The only King whofc Royal name reVcred 
Lives in the grateful memory of the people*. 

Adivity was one of the ftriking featured in the 
charadcr of Henry. This made that great 
General the Duke of Parma fay of him, ** that 
«* all the other Geaerals of his time carried on 
" war like lions and tigers, while he carried it 
" on like an eagle/' 

Henry's device was Hercules taming a monftcr, 
with this motto : 

Iftvsa virtuti nulla eft via : 
Virtue purfues each honeft path to glory. 

" Thofe who eat and drink much,*' feid tienry, 
«« are like perfons ablblutely buried in their flefti f. 
'* They arc incapable of any thing great. If/* 
added he, " I occafiooally indulge myfelf in the 
" pleafurcs of the table, it is merely to enliven and 
" infpirit my mind.*' . 

When he was informed that fame of his. troops 
had been living at difcrction upon the frontier, 
l^c fent word to their Officers, " If you do not 
«' put a flop to thefe diforders, your heads fliall 
** anfwer for them# For know. Sirs, by the honour 

''of 

• He appears to have forgotten the excellent Louis Xil. 
who had every virtue that Henry poffeifed, without the Icaft 
alloy of frailty or of vice. 

t ^( Qoiirirmndift tji U vic^ ics amcs qui rCcvUpdnt de trempe* 
— Rousseau, . 
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^< of God I Avesur, chat whoever takes any thing 
** from my people^ takes it away from myfclf/* 

Being congratulated on a vidory obtained by 

his army^ in which many lives were loft on the 

part of his forces, he replied, *' It is no fatisfadion 

^ to me to fee fo many of my fubjefis lying dead 

^' upon the iield. I lofe much more than I gain«^ 

•* Henry/* fays Voltaire very beautifully, 

'' learned to rule, by being educated in the hard 

•• fchool of Advcrfity/* His fituation from early 

to middle life, had been a fucceilidn of danger, 

exertion,, toil, and difficulty* This better fitted 

him for the arduous taOc of rqgning, by making 

him acquainted with every circumftance incident 

io humanity, and made him ftel for thofe mtferies 

Xb naturd to n^nkind, of which he had himfelf 

participated. 

His grandfather, Jean D'Aibret, Ring of Ka. 
varre^ carried his defire of making him hardy 
fo hr (anxious that heroifm ihould be transferred 
to him from his mother, and that to be able to 
fulFer^ and be patient under fufferings, fhould 
tnakc as much a part of his hereditary eonftitu^ 
tion as the features of his countenance and the 
frame of his body), that he told his Daughter, 
who was then with child of Henry, that if fhe 
would fing during the pains of parturition the 
well-known Bcarnois hymn to the Virgin^ that 
ix^ins^ 

Noire 
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Notre Dame^ au bout^ dt pont^ 
Aidez mot d aite heure ! 

Our Lady at the bridge's foot*, 
Support me iri this painful hour! 

he would give her a gold chain which had be- 
longed to her Mother, and which he knew fhe 
was very anxious to poffefs. She complied 'with 
her father's rcqucft very readily, and received 
the chain. 

*' As foon as Henry was born," fays the Abb6 
Brotier, ^' Henri d'Albrct his grandfather took 
'' him in his arms, and gave his mother his will 
^* in a golden box, telling h6r, The box is yours, 
*• my girl, but the child is mine. He inftantly 
^* began upon that plan of hardy and manly educa- 
** tion which he intended to give him, by rub- 
•* bing his lips with a clove of garlick, and by 
' «* putting a drop of ftrong wine into his mputh. 
*' He was much pleafcd with the child, as he grew 
*' bigger and ftrongcr, and ufed to (hew him to 
*' every one, exclaiming. See what a Lion my Ewe 
'•has produced! He caufed him to be brought 
^* up like the children of the peafants of his 
*« country, without allowing the leaft diftincftion 
«* to be made between him and them, making him 

** iindej^o 

• At the tntrancc of every town, and more particularly on 
every bridge, in Old, France, there was placed an imrfge of 
the Virgin, or of fomc Saint, to whom the inhabitants paid 
their devotions. 
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•• undergo the fame ftrong exercifc which thcf 
" did, and permitting no one to call him Prihcc*, 
" or to grant him the Icaft indulgences. Then/* . 
adds the Abbi^^ <' foon afterwards, the vivacity. . 
" the j)enetnition, the affability that charaderifed 
" Henry, began to make its appearance/* — Pa^ 
roles Memorably, recueillUs par L'Abbe Brotiir^ 
Paris, 1 2 mo/ 1790. 

The two following Letters from this Prince 
y^to. the Chancellor de BcUicvre are copied from 
the MS. in the Britifti Mufeum. 

«* M*. Dc belyevre, ce mot par vacquyer cegrc- 
*• terc de ma feur eft pour vous recomander tout 
«* ce quy la concernera et que je luy ay cydevsUit 
^'accorde a ce que vous tenyes la mayn quelle an 
" Jouy iTe come ceft ma volonri ct que fur cclla 
*' vous oy6s le dit vacquyer audcmeurant je nc 
*' puys trouver queftrange de ce que ma court dc 
«' parlemant contre ma volonte et les arrefts que 
" Jay donncs an nion confcyl pour rcfon dun ctat 
•* de mes cegreteres que je donnay a houdayer fyla 

" dun 

• The celebratedi Anne Connetablc de Montmorenci w« 
fent to ferve abroad by bis father at a very early age, who 
gave him two or three horfcs and five hundred Hvrct. *• He 
«< muft learh to (hift," faid he, " and not be allowed all the 
** iodulgences which are ufually granted to young men of his 
<< rank» He will then learn to know what he is about, anS 
•• to make a virtue of ncceffity. No one can ever know arty 
*< thing well, who has not been Uught to encounter difHcul- 
*« ti«/' 
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•' dun dc me» anfyens ccrvytcurs et en favetir de 
^ ma feur le jour de fon maryagc veuyllc mayntc* 
*» nyr duly« an cct ctat centre ma volom6 ct cc 
•' que Jan ay ordone pou^y6s a cctte aferc tcllc- 
^ ment que je nan oye plus parler et fetes conoy-^ 
<' tre a ma court de parlemant que je vcus etre 
«• obey, a Dicu M'. de belyevre (fu) lequci Je 
•' pryc vous avoyr an fa garde ce xjtiJt*"* ceptam^ 
" bre a fontaynebleau. 

»* M'. le chancelyer. Jay done a ma fame lc$ 
''denyers quy provyendront de la cretfyon dc 
«< deus ofyces de confeylers an ma court de parle* 
*^ mant de brotagne pour acheter dea meubles 
*' pour fa mefon de monceaus lefquels il <ft befbyn 
«*dc crcer pour randre les deus Crances egales 
** aufly que le fends des gages ne ce prand poynt 
•'fur mes fynances Je vous prye done di ftltr 
^ ledyt atanduque ceft ma volont^ come aufly la 
•' comutasyon de peyne de lamande honorable a 
•« me fere cervyfe a mcts que Jay acordce et quy 
•• vous ccra prcfantee ceft chofe de pcu et quy de^ 
** fameroyt un honeftc home quy apartyent a de 
^^ fines cervyteurs Jay feu aufly quevoua naves 
M ancorea fde la declarafyon des papegaus de brr- 
•• tagnc come vous mavyes promys ct de la rcme- 
•• trc antrc les mains dc M' dc Sylery Cc que je 
•« vous pryc dc fcrc au pluftoft car ccs longueurs 

** ruyn^nt 
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«« niynent touttes i^ a&yrai et la btyler mtiyt fr 
^^ dc Sylery auquel Jeicrys de It retyrer dt vos 
«' mayns ec vous feres chofe que Jaure trea agrea*-^ 
<< ble quy me gardera de vous an dfi:e davantage 
*^ pour pryer Dieu M' le chancelyer vous vroyr 
<' an fa gaide ce a* Avnl a fbniend^leau. 

«' HiNax/* 



MARGUERITE DE VAJLOIS, 

FIRST WIVE TO HENEY TBB FOUETfl. 

When Charlca the Ninth gave hU lifter in 
marriage to Henry tht Fourth^ he faid^ **^'ar 
«< iJMuUf ma/qeur en mariagt i tMs les Hu^n^ts de 
'^ mon Roymme^** She foon begaa to live upon 
ill terms with her Imfband^ and was coofincd in 
one of the fortreflcs of Navarre. She thus forci- 
bly dcfcribcs the efiaa of iblitudc upon her mind ; 

•' I received ihcfe two advantagea from my 
••^ misfortunes and my confinement: I acquired a 
*' tafte for reading, and I gave into devotion ; two 
«' things for which I never ihould have hfd the 
'' leaft tafte, had I xonaioed amjdft the pomps 
^' and the vanities of the world. Ebr.thcfe ad- 
« vantages I am perhaps not To much indebted to 

'♦ fortune 
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«* fortune as to Providence, who had the goodncfi 
" to engage for me two fuch powerful remedies 
*• againfl: the evils which were to happen to me irl 
•• future; Sorrow, contrary to gaiety, which 
•' carries our thoughts and our aftions out of our- 
^ felvcs, makes the mind rally within itfclf, exert 
•' all its powers to rejcd the evil, and to feek af- 
*' ter the good, in hope to find out that fovereign 
*' and fupremc good, which is the readied way to 
«' bring itfelf to the knowledge and love of the 
«! Deity/* 

The Memoirs of Marguerite are very enter- 
taining. The tranflation of Plutarch's Lives by 
Amyot was a very favourite book with her in 
her confinement, and ftic appears to have tranf- 
fufed into her 'Memoirs that naivete &f vieux 
Gdulois which we admire fo much in his ftyle. 

Marguerite, who underftood Latin, on feeing a 
poor man lying upon a dunghill, exclaimed. 

Pauper uUqutjactt, 

In any place, in any hed, 

The poor man refts his weary head. 

The man, to her aftoniflxment, replied. 

In thalatnis Mc mffe fuis Regina, jaceflem. 
Si virum, hoc ijjety pauper uhiquejacet. 

Ah, beauteous Queen, were this but true, 
This night I would repofc with you. 

Margueritf 
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Marguerite ilUhumouredt/ retorted : 

Carceris in iinibris plorans hoc noSifaanSj 
Si verum hoc ejfet^ .pauper ubiquejacct. 

If this were true, thou wretched wight, 
A Gaol (hould be thy bed to-night; * 
Where ftripes and fetters, whips and pain. 
Thy tongue's drange licence (hould retrain. 

Marguerite was divorced from Henry on his 
acccflion tp the throne of France, and led up 
Mary de Medicis, his Iccond wife, to the altar at 
St. Denis to be crowned. She was extremelf 
charitable to the poor, and liberal to fcholars and 
men of talents. Her palace at Paris was the ren« 
dezvous of the beaux e/prits of that Capital. She 
was beautiful in her perfon, very fafcinating in 
her manners, and danced with fuch peculiar grace, 
that the celebrated Don John of Auftria went j>r- 
cogniio from Bruflels to Paris to fee her dance. 

. Befide Memoirs of her Life, which are imper- 
fciSt, Ihe wrote feme Poems. In the former fhe 

thus defcribes what pafled in her bed-chamber on 

the morning of St. Bartholomew: 

" My hufband. rofc early in the morning to 

'' play at tennis, before he (hould fee the King. 

" He and his Gentleman left me. I, perceiving 

" that it was day, and fuppoling that the danger 

*' which n?y fiflcr had predicted to me was over, 

" overcome 
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^ overcomt by watch^neff, tcidtny old nurleto 
" Ihut the door «f the rooin» that I might fleep 
*' more at my eafe. About an hour afrerw»rds^ I 
*' was awakened out of a very profound fleep by 
^ hearing the door knocked at very loadly^ and 
'' by hearing a man cry out» Navaml Navarre! 
*' My nurfe^ thii^ktng that it waft the King my 
" hufband^ who wiflied to come in, ran to the 
*' door and opened it immediately. The perfon, 
" however, that knocked thus violently, was a 
*' Monfieur de Tejan, who was wounded in the 
^ elbow wkh a fword, and had likewife another 
** wound in the arm wkh a halbert; and who was 
^ clofely purfued by thiee dragoons^ who all of 
<' them together forced themfelves into the room. 
*« Tejan, anxiona to fave his life, threw himielf 
*' upon my bed. I, perceiving myfdf held down 
" by him, threw myfcif upon the fide of the bed, 
*' and he after me, talking hold of my waift. I 
*' had not the lead acquaintance with him, and in 
« my fright did not know whether the ibldiers 
«• intended nHfchief to him or to myfdf. At laft 
••however, it pleafed God that Monfieur dc 
*' Nancey, Giptain of the King's Guards, came in 
« to us, who, finding me in this fituation (al- 
" though he was a man of great humanity), could 
•' not refiain from laughter; and fiorming 9X, the 
*' Ibldiers for their infolent intrufion, fent them 
•« away, and granted me the life of the poor man, 

•' who 
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'* who flill held by me. I alterwaids ordered hit 
'* wounds to be drefled, and himfelf put to bed 
•' in my clofet till he was recovered. 

"When 1 had changed my'lhift (:xrklch wa» 
*' covered with blood), M. dc Nancey told nic 
'' what had happened, and informed me that fche 
" King my hulband was with the King my bro- 
*' ther in his apartment, and that not a hair of his 
*' head would be touched. Then making me 
♦' throw my night-gown over me, he conduded 
*' me t0 the room of my lifter the Duchefs of 
''^Lorrame, and which I. entered more dead than 
^^ alive. , As I was pa(ing through the ami-room 
<' (the doors of which were* all open), I Gm a 
*' Gohtleman of the name of fiourie. in endea« 
^ vouring to efcape fome foldiers that were pur« 
" fuing him, fall down dead nearly at my fect^ 
^ ruB through witH-a halbert. I fdl down ac no 
^' great diftance from him on the other fide, in % 
^' fwoon> into the arniB of Monfieur de Nan<;ey» 
«' firmly perfuaded that the fame tbruft of the 
» halbert had run us both through* Recoverii^* 
'* however, I ommIc the bcft of my way to my 
«' filler's bed-chamber, where I found M* dcr 
** Meoffin>, firft Gentleman of the Bed-chamber 
*' to the King my hulband, and Armagnac, hh 
" ftrft Va!ct-de-Chambre, who came running- up 
" to me, defiring mc to favc their lives. I then 
•' haftcncd to pay my rcfpcds to the King and 

Queen; 
4 
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«» Queen ; when, falling upon my knees, I rc- 
" queftcd them to fparc the lives of thefc Gentle- 
«' men ; with which requeft at laft they com- 
••plied." 



SULLY. 

Thi Pope having oncfe written a letter to Ml 
de Sully upon his becoming Minifler, which end- 
ed with his Holinefs's wifhes that he might enter 
into the right way; Sully anfwered, that on his 
part he never ceafed to pray fot the converfion of 
his Holinefs. 

A cotemporary writer thus deCrribei this great 
Minifter. 

, *' He was," fays he, " a man of order, exaft, 
" friigal, a man of his word, and had no foolifh 
•« expenccs cither of play or of any thing clfe that 
•* was unfuitable to the dignity of his charadler. 
*• He was vigilant, laborious, and expedited bufi- 
•* nefs. He fpent his whole time in his employ-^ 
'• ments, and gave none of it to his pleafures. 
•' With all thefc qualifications he had the talent of 
«' diving to the bottom of every thing that was 
•« fubmittcd to him, and of difcovcring every en- 

«* tanglement 
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^ tanglement and difficulty with which financiers, 
«* when thfcy arc not honcft men, endeavour to 
** conceal their tricks and their rogueries/* 

When the confpiracy of Birbn againft Henry 
the Fourth was difcovered^ Henry told SuUy^ that 
a great number of perfons. even foQie amongft 
die biglieft Nobility^ iifert coiKeitied in it, and 
defired him to guefs who they wett. '' Good 
^' Oo4, Sirel fuppofe any man to he 'a traitor! 
^ That is what I will never do.*' 

Sully ufed to fay^ thatt pallurage and agncuL 
tvift Were two teats to a kingdomi that were worth 
ail the gotd of F$ru« 

In fjMte of the fuperiority of his talents^ and 
the purity of his intentions^ this great Miniller 
was always harrafied by calumnies and mifrepre- 
fentations. Many of thein were ftudioufly related 
to H^nry, who occafionally mentioned them to 
him^ to hear in what manner he defended him(el£i 
Once, after a converfation of three hours on Tub- 
jeds like thefe, he embraced Sully on coming out 
of his anti-chamber before all his court, and faid^ 
\ " I efteem you as the beft and the iitioft innocent 
»* man that ever was, as well as the maft loyal 
^ and the moil jtifeful fcrvant I ever poffeflcd/* 
Hien turning round to fome of Sully's enemies 
who weit prefent, he added, " I wilh eameftly to 
^ let you all know^ that I love Sully better than 

voi, iVt i 2 , *^ ever. 
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\' €ver» and that death «lone can dKToltre my 
\^ cftcctn for hiai/' - . * 

Sully, in conformity with the principle of 
comfherce that obtained in his tinFie^ wifiied his 
Sovereign to ifliie an cdid prohibiting the ufe of 
j^Mi looking upon it as a luxury imported from a 
foreign country^ that w0uld;Uke away money out 
■ of t})e "kingdom of :F(ra(nce« Henry replied to 
bim,:."Why, niygood Rofny» I ^ad rather fight 
** the King of Spain in three pitched battles^ than 
ITepjgi^e' with all thofe gentry of police^ of 
f»: finance, of the cuftom9> and efpeqialiy with 
'' their wives and daughters, that you will fet 
*' upon me by your «^hin>fic^I and: unreaibiiable 
>« rfiguhitipn/' 't 

• Madafne d'Entragues^ Henry's favourite miit- 

trcfs, was extreniely angry with Sully one day, on 

his not imifnediately paying to her l^rothicr (bme 

4patuity which that Monarch had ordered him,. 

.«*The King/' faid (hctohfiro, ''wpuld adlvcry 

v<* Angularly indeed, if he were to difpleafe per- 

^* fons of quality merely to give into your notion;. 

«' And pray, Sir, to whom fhould a King be k^nd, 

1^* if not to his Relations^ his Courtiers^ and his 

•• Miftreirc&?*'-4«' That might be very well. Ma. 

"dam,** replied Sully, «if the. King t99k.tbc 

" money out of his own purfe; but in general he 

^ takes it out of thofc of flippkeepers, art^ans, 

-. . 1 '/ labi>jijrer$. 
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SULJLTi 115 

« laixnirers^ and fiumers. Thde* perfons enable 
^ him to live. One mafter is enough for us, and 
•* we have no oclcafion for fuch a number of 
^' Courtiers, of Princto, and of King's Miftrcffes." 

Henry gave Sully one day the coQWL6t of nuu> 
riage into which he had entered with Mademol« 
feile d'Eiitragues, to read; Who faid/ after haVin^ 
read it| *'.Sire» will you promife me not to bo 
"angry?" Henry replied, " Yes, Sully, I pro- 
" mife you that 1 will not be angry .•* Sully tore 
the contrad in pieces immedktely, faying, *• Sire, 
" this is the ufe you ought td make of it/'-— » 
" What, Sir, ar^ you mad, to behave in thia man-^ 
'' ner?" fiitd Henry. " It is true, Sire," replied 
SuHy, ''ihat I am a madman, and would be fo 
" great a madman, as to be the only pedRm mad 
r in France." 

The Lady whofe contrail of marriage with 
Henry Sully had thus to^h in pieca called him 
one day " Valer," in the prefence of his Soyc-^ 
reign, becaule he would not affift her views of 
ambition. ''This is too much. Madam," ex- 
claimed Henry. "I hid fooner part with fix 
«' miftrefles' like yourfcif, than with one fervant 
«♦ like Sully, whom you daie to caH -Valet in my 
^' prefence. My ahceftbrs fiave not* diiclained to 
" ally themfelves with hft, I aflureyou.''^ 

Sully was one of the moft hbanoii Miniftert 

that ever exified. He rofe at four o'clock in the 

I 2 morning. 
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morniog. The firA two houits aefter Itf* go( up 
"W^fc einpldyed m reading: and in expedking the 
pipers chat lay upofi his table; this. he caUed 
^' nemjer h tapis r'* At feveno'dock he attend- 
ed CoHficil, mA the reft of the mamiiig was fpent 
M»ith His Sovereign m traniading the diffeicnt 
bulkiefs with which he was entrufted. At twelve 
6'clock he dined on % fervice of ten difhes^ with 
ibme feled guefts. Aiber dinner be gave an au- 
dience, where every body was admitted: firft the 
ecdefiaftics, both QukoHcs and Huguenots s then 
the farmers^ and tbe perlbns of meaner rank} and^ 
perfbns of qtality fuoceeded to them. After his 
mdience, he retvraed to his clofet^ wfaete he read . 
and wiote till fupper-pCizDC; when he ordered his 
doors to be fliut^ and gave himfelf up to the plea-^ 
fares of fociety with a few friends; and at -wx 
o'clock he went to bed. 

On die death of his Sovereign and friend Henry 
the Fourth, he retired to his Chaitau of Villcbcini 
wherie he compofed his Memoirs by thf title of 
«^ GExommis Royaks;' which were printed in, font 
volumes folio. Thieft were aftctwafdi» put ioto 
betiv of^ Md moife mpdern pFejifih^ and many 
ef i^ deotil* chey c^ntaintd retatnched by the 
Abi^^de i'EcIufe; and this is the £di|ton of the 
Memoifs of that gr0it«ad good Miftifitr which 
is^pfcfe^t rsidt 

'to 
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In the retirement of Villebbn he lived thirty 
year^, fddom or never coming to Coirrt. Looit 
the Thirteenth however, wi(hi!^ to have his opi* 
nion upon forae matters oi confcquence, lent for 
him to Come to him at Paris, when the good old 
man obeyed his fumnjonfi,, but not with the 
greateft alacrity. The g»y Courtiers^ on ieeing 
a man dreft unlike to themfelves^ and of ^rave 
and feriolis mannera totally different fyqta their 
own, aitd ^hich appeared to be th<^c of the laft 
Centuiy» luraed SuHy iitto ddicule; and took him 
off to hit 6ce. 6idly, per^eiying thp^ fyid coolly 
CO the Kipg, ''Sir^ ^wt^ your father^ of giiorioua 
'^ msihdiy, did me tiie honour to coitfult 910 on 
P* any: matter of in^rtamcet he fidl feiitaway aU 
'' the jefters and all the. txilEoon^ fof htf Court/' 

At his table at Villebon he always kept up the 
frugality to which he had been accuftomed in 
early life in the army. His tabtexonfiftcd of ten 
di(hes« dreiTed in the plained and moft fimple 
manner. The Courtiqrs reproached him oftwi 
with the fimplicity of his table. He ufed to re- 
fiy, if^ithe wottia of ah Ancient/ *''ii tl^Cigue/H 
^Uti men of 4eAfe^ theic it Tuffiotcot for thani. tf 
''they are not, I can very well,tli5«tifc iril% 
• thetif *bmpai*y/*' 

SiAy dined jit the bpper i^nd of the hall vi^tk 
liio ^iSmm of his mf » agoi^'' ttft Hihlft «p*it. 
•• ^ The- 
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The young people were fcrved at a table by them* 
fclvcs. The venerable hoft gave as a reafon for 
this arrangement, that the perfons of different ages 
might not be mutually tirefomc to each other. 

Abbe de Longuerue fays, " that the Duchcfs 
«' of Nemours told him/ that fhe had often fecn 
«' the good old man M. de Sully ;. that he ^as fo 
*' altered by being difmiflfed from his employ* 
«« ments of ftate, that there reniained nothing 
«« about him which reminded you of the cclc- 
*' brated Minifter of his fiame; and that his mind 
** was entirely taken up with the management cf 
^ his eftate and of his family affairs. 

"His ficiretarics/* adds the Abb^, •• filled hia 
^* Memoirs with faults which he was not in a 
«' ftate of mind to corred/* 



■■■^^•i 



armaKd de biron 

Was a Marfhal and Mailer of the Artillery of 
•France, and was no lefs a mai\ of learning thm a 
great Gcneralt ' ^» 

*' He lofl," fays Brotier, '• no opportujrtity of 
!'inlhiiAing hinifelf, and wrote down fe his 
^' cofnmon-place hoqk whatever he hswd of met 

" with 
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AKKAVD Dr BI&ON. 119 

^ with that was worthy of his notice. Thele 
*' were called^ Les Devices TabUttes de Biron,** 

No.lefa liberal riian brave, when his Maitre 
d* Hotel advifed him to make a leform in his 
houfehold, and get rid of fome of his fiipernutjie^ 
rary ferva^rs^ giving as a reafoa, that he could do 
without . them ; •.•Pei;}iaps fo/' replied Biron, 
^ but .let me know firft, if they can do without 
f'me.r* 

" At the battle of Ivry, Henry the Fourth joined 
the Walloon Troops at. the filk of his life» and 
ieft Biron.with a corps de refer ve^. to pxeveiit the 
enemy from rallying. When the engagement. was 
ovcefy ^ma toI4 his. Sovereign, '^ Sire,; this is not 
f* fair: you have done to-day what Biron (houkl 
^ have done^ and lie has done ^bat the King 
vouj^c to have dote/' .' 

. ^ He had/' fays Brbticr, - " the weaknefs 
^' tqb commoniy ^ incident • to Generals «-«?- that 
f!.of continuing rather than terminating a wai> 
£*.I^e faid' to.hisfon,, who aflccd him to give 
«« him fome troops for an aftion, which would 
M,be peculiarly favourable to the /caufel in 
r«faich Jthty virerei engagec); Y6u blockheaid 
•*you! what you wifii. theh .that..wd may.iif^ 
•* fent to plant cabbages at our country feat? — 
'* (luioi donc^ maraut^ nous veux tu env&yer planter 
^* des cboux a Biron?'' 

Birpn 
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120 ilRMAVD BKBIAON* 

Biron wrote fome Commoitarics on hU Mi* 
litary Expeditions; df which Brdnt^im laments 
the lofs. He boafted that he had t>s^ed fiom 
the lowcft rank in the Army to that of Gene- 
ra)^ and faid^ that waft the only legitllxtate wa/ 
t6 becohie a Marfhal of France. He had 
been wounded M feven different engagctnebts. 
When he was made a Km^t of thtf Hdly 
Ghoft, being required to produce his Lerter$ of 
Nobility, he contented himftlf wi^h exhibiting 
a few pieces of parchnient to the Sov^i'eigli 
and the Cocnmiflioiikers^ faying^ ^* Sire, v$ilk nmt 
*' IMltfft bien ttmprize.^* Then putting- fab 
hand upon his fword^ he added^ ^Muh, Sireg 

His device was a match burning, with theft 
" words; ^* Petit Jed in arrhis^* He gave Heniy 
• che Fourth the wife advice to remain in FrancCi 

and not to fly ihto England or Switiserland^ on 

the death of Henry the Third* . The Marflial^as 
' JciUed by a mufquet ball^ at. the fi^e of Eper^ 

bkyint592« 

Btron was ^Godfather to the celebrated Qr-» 

dinal de Richelieu^ to whom he gave his own 

tiftptifmal name of Armand; 
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CHARLES GONTAtJT D£ B1R0N, 

. Son of the Mar£hal Bkon^ mentioned in the pre% 
ceding Article, was {o early an excellent Officer^ 
that at the age of fifteen he was chbfen» by ch« 
conunon confent of the Army commanded by his 
Father^ to J&ipjply his place as General^ when the 
latter was^n-evented by his wounds from affujiiii^ 
that difting:uiflied fituation* 

Biron ufed to fay^ that fometimes prudence was 
UBneceflary in war. 

He, conipired againfl his Sovereign Henty the 
Fourth, who would have pardoned himu had he 
relied fuSicieatly upon his clemency and his gra« 
titude to have «onfelIed his treafon to hinu Hc 
who had fo often loojced upon death with intre. 
pidity in the field, beheld it upon the fcaflfold with 
the utmoft fear and emotion ; and the Executioner 
was obliged to do his fad ofHce by flealth. Biron 
had ridiculed thfc quiet and ^efigned manner with 
which the aniiable but unfortunate Earl of EfTex 
met his fate^ as bordering upon pufiUanimity and 
cowardice. I^emelis is but too ofben upon the 
Watch to revenge obloquy upoh itfclf, and td 
render thofe perfofts juflly obnoxious to its |it* 
tacks, who had been liberal of theni upon other 
pcrfons. 

Henry 
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12B CHARLES OONrXtJT DE BIRON. 

Henry has been much' blamed for not fparing 
the life of his fellow-foldier and companion, and 
the occafional c^ufe of his vidories^ Biron was^ 
however^ fo violent* fo expenfive, and fo diflatis* 
fied with his Sovereign's behaviour to him, that 
he would perhaps have ever looked up to a Revo-' 
lution to gratify his revenge, or to fatisfy his ne* 
ceflities. He was extremely addided to play, at 
which he loft fuch confiderable fums^ that he 
ufed to fay, " Je nejfaisjije mourrai/ur un ecbafi 
^'faut, mats je /fats Hen que je ne mourrai pas i 
•• I'HSpiiaL'*—'' Fatal alternative," fays D'An- 
quetil, '' that but too often attends thofe who rifk 
«' their fortunes on a die or^ card/* 

Brotierfays, *' that when Biron's friends foli- 
.«« cited his pardon from Henry; by way of pal. 
^^ liating his crime, they faid that his pride had 
*♦ made him oppofe his Soveitign." Henry re« 
plied^ '' It is always agreeable to me to pardon, 
'« but my device is that of my kingdom ; 

r Pareen fvbjeQis et tUiellare fuperict. . ' 

To fpare thi conquered, and fubdue ^e pfloud/' 

i . 
Biron was fo confcious of the fate which awaited 

him, thiat upon being told when he was in prifoq 

that he would foon be rfelcafcd, he replied, '' Alas ! 

•' 1 am not one ef thofe birds who arc put into ^, 
J . . ... 

*' cage to let go again.** 
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RESIDENT JEANNIN 

Belonged to the deteftable fkAion of the Lea^e, 
but, in conjunAion with a few excellent men of 
'hi% party, would not give into the horrid maflacte 
cf St. Bartholomew. He was Prefident of the 
Rirliament of Dijon when Henry the Fouith^ 
on his taking pofieflion of Paris, faid that he 
would make him one of his Council of States 
5eannin excufed himfelf bjr dying, that it was not 
juft that he fhould prefer an old Leaguer to ft 
Inaliy diftinguiibed perfons, whole fidelity to him 
had nerer been (ulpe<9ed.^ •' I am certain, Sir,** 
replied Henry, •• that a perfon who has beca 
'«' faithful to a Prince^will not be defeiftivc in fide- 
Mlity toaKing." 

* A nch 'Country Gentleman of Burgundy, b&: 
ing' much ftruck with Jeannin's eloquence in the 
iRarliament of that Province, was vtry anxious n 
have him for his fbn-in-Iaw, and waited upon him 
to Wl him of his intention. On his afking him 
what "property he poflefled, Jcannin, pointing lb 
his head, aiid to a fmall coIleAion of Books in the 
room, faid, •' In thefe. Sir, confift all -my wealth 
and all my fortune/* 

' Some^ Prince having aftcd Jeannin whofe {on 
he was, he replied," '' X *ro the Ton of myiown 
V merit/* 

Jeannin 
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Jcanhin was Ambaflador from Henry the Frarth 
to the States-General of Holland^ and negotiated 
the peace between that Republic and the Spaniardt 
(tine of the moft difficult that tvcr to^k place) 
ivith fitch ability and tmpartiality^ that be gained 
the confidence of the two parties. Cardinal Beiw 
Ciwglio fay3^ that he had often heird Jeanmii 
i|)eak in the Council of Sta&e» wheie he appeBFed 
to carry in hii manner and countenwipe all the 
<iignity of his Mafter • 

Henry find of him» ** I am obllg^ to gild ftv<^ 
^' xvl of my fubjeds to take off the edge of their 
<** malice. With refped to JeamuA^ I have aa 
^ ytt conteoted myfelf with fiiyii^ nopd thiqga 
f« of hiirt, without doing any for h^m." ; 
. Jeannm*$ <* Memoirs 6f his N^oti«tiona with 
*• Holland*' were publilhed by himfelf. Whin 
lUcheliea vaa baniAied to Avigfion« ht ftudied 
tiiem Torymuch^ and profefled himf<^ greatly ia« 
debted to them for his knowledge of the difficulc 
art of Negotiation. 

Jeannin, though Prefident of the ParUament of 
Dgon, ufed to fky, '• We are not always fo well 
«' infiruAcd in th( Parliaments as the Prince and 
^Vhis Miaifteifi are reipeding wh|t makes for the 
*' general good of the country* Sometimes the 
*** fame thing talkAi fcpamtcly appear^ unjuft, 
'^•whiph in thclgena:ad is juft," 

'Henry 
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JKenryr tim Fourth, once findic^g a ftftU^ftcrcc 
lxtniy^£u(itohMo(hcr Miaiftery^ «« SeesuMO^ 
V fourfelvfis ivbp it is tha€ has bctrzjtd W; I 
*' UjfielC wiU aoTwcr fpr tkat goodcittture chore 
** (poootiog 0^ Je^RJw;^ that he ha^ Aot «i9iic it.*' 



CARDINAL D'OSSAT. 



Tiiu.emiseac N^^iacpr wa3 the iop of ^fiaicb^ 
axu) loft his JFathcc aod Mother wbea be was wrp 
ioung^ At the age of nine; he wa^ pla/ced ia tfan 
farvke of a joung Noblenua of Auch^ his Ms^km 
was likewife an orphai^ and they ftudied tggc* 
thes* D'Qfiat fopn outAripped his.Mafter»ao4 
1;)ecaipe his Preceptor : he was a^wards called 
to the bar» and by dcgrMs ro(e tp the 4^gnity of 
a Bifiiop and Cardinal. His ncgptiatioQS M die 
Court of Rome procured the abfoIutioQ of Haufr 
the Fourch.i a matter^ at that tiine^ of no iSooaU 
difficulty. . 

•• He was a man/' fayp his Biographer; " of 
«' great penetxacioQ, and took his mea£ur^ wkh 
^' fuch precautioi^ that it is impoflible, to find a 
'' fingle error or miftake in any of thepi* ifn 
«' united in the highcft degrejc politics and pror 
V bity^ honours with modeily^ and digmtks witli 

!• difintereft- 

S 
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ISff CAEnXVAL l>*OSSAT.« 

^ difintereftedners. His letters, though upon 
*• fubjeds which now ccafe to intcreft, have been 
•• efteemed very much by Negotiators. The 
^* late intelligent Sir James Porter was extremely 
«• fond of them* and recommended them as models 
^ of diplomatic communication.*' 



THEODORE D'AUBIGNE. 

• HtNRY THE Fourth, King of France (then 
King of Navarre), going one day to CondillaCj 
file country-feat of Francois de Foix, Bifhop of 
Aire, defired him to permit him to fee his Cabi- 
net of Curiofities. To this the Btfliop confented, 
on condition that the King ihould tak^ withliint 
no pcrfons who were men of ignorance, and void 
of curiofity. " With all my heart. Uncle,'* re- 
plied the King; *' I fhall introduce no one who 
**4s not more capable of obfcrving and of apprc- 
••ciating your Cabinet than my felf/* Coming 
in then to the Cabinet with the Sieurs Clerval, 
bu Pleifis, Du Sainte Angebondei, PelilTon, and 
Theodore D'Aubignc; while the King and the 
ieft were amufing themfelves in feeing a cannon 
lifted up by a fmall machine which a boy of (ix years 
of age had in his hand, and were very attentive 
to this operation, D'Aubigne obfervcd a piece 

of 
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6f black marble ivhich ferved as a wririhg-deflc td 
the Bifliop ; and having found a pencil, he wrote 
upon it this diftich: 

Non ijlbac Princeps Regem troBart doceto, 
\ Sed doSfa regnipwdera ftrre mano» 

Teach not the King to toys to give his care, 

But Empire's p6n4'rous weight with eafe to bear. 

Having done this, he covered over the piece of 
marble, and joined the company. When they 
came up to it, the Bifliop faid, '* Sire, fee this 
^' it tny writing^deft:!'' but having taken off 
the cover, and.feeing the diftich, heiaid, '* Ah, 
" ah! a Man has-been here, I fee/'-r-^* Nay/* 
faid Heory^ '* wb^t do you take us all for Bealhi 
•' then?" and turning to^ the Biihop, " Uncle," 
faid he, •* can you guefs, by the countenance 
V of us, who has put this trick upon you?" 
This ially of his Majefty afforded much amufe^ 
ment* . * 

D'Aubigne wrote the Hiftory of his Life^ ] 
and juldrefled it to his Children^ " My chil- 
*' drcn," fays he in t^e Pre&ce to it, " Anti- 
•' quity will fiirnifli you with dire<9:ions and 
'^ examples, in the lives of Emperors and of 
" great men, how- to behave s^inft ijia at- 
•^ ucks of enemies an4: of difobedient fubjeds. 
*• You will there, fee how they have . rcfiftcd tba 
f* atucks <^ the-, one, and the rebellions of the 

'* other; 
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•* Others but it will never teach you that kind 
^ of conduA which is fuited ttf common wd 
^ ordinary life: and this third kind of know*- 
«' ledge requiring niore dexterity than the other 
•* two, you have more occafion for inftruftion 
«* in it, fincc you are rather to imitate perfons 
*' of a middling flation than thofe who are ^of 
" a diflinguiihed rank in life; having to druggie 
** agftinft your equals, where there is more ocou 
*■ ik>ii for addreis than for force. This want of 
** accommodation has often put Princes in a pert* 
" lous ikuation* Henry the Greats the fourth 
•' Sovereign of that name in France, was hot pleafed 
•' when he found his fervants reading the lives of 
•♦ Emperors and of great men. Having dilco- 
♦*. vercd one of his (ervants, hj name Neufy very 
^ fond of reading Tacitus, and fearing left his 
^ courage fhould take too high a flight, he advifed 
•* him to quit that kind of reading, and pcrufe 
*' only the lives of perfons ina fituation (imilarto 
♦' his own." 

At four years of age D* Aubigni's father put 
him into the hands of a Preceptor, who taught 
him the Greek, Latin and Hebrew languages 
at the fame time; and he fays, that at (even 
years of age he tranflated the Crito of Plato, 
upon a promife which his father had made him^ 
that the tranflation (houM be printed^ whh a por« 

trait 
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TJlEODOtlE d'aUBIGN^ 129 

trait of himfeilF at that very early age prefixed 
to it. 

D'Aubigne, who was a Froteftant, attached 
himfclf to Henry the Fourth^ to whom he was a 
faithful and ^dHVe ferVant^ and okm eitpofed his 
life in his fervice. Henry repaid his attachment 
in no other manner than by making, him a prdent 
of his portrait. D* Aubignc wrote the following 
lines under it: 

Ce Prince iftd'etranie Nature ^ 
J^neffm quiDiahle Fafaif/ 
II Hc9mpefi/t in piinture 
Qux fuik fervent en ffftt. 

HeQry [ had a favourite Spantrl^ . which 
D'Aul}igpi. finding half ftarved in the ftrecta. 
tD0(k ;home wHh him^ and k^pt, iaicribing thele 
Un^;uppnh^s collar; , . 

" ';■■ ■ ■- ' ' !•' •. ., :: ' ' ' : 

Lefdile Citron qui cbuch^it autrefiis 
^ Sur votte Hi /acre f' couche ores fur la dure: 
CeJI cefidele Chitn ^ui apprit dt la Nature 
" Jtfmn des Amis} d dee trstitres U ehmx. i 

Ceft lui fui Us firigfmds ^ajant defa voite^ 
Gesdenis, des ajfaf^s^ d"^ vient done fu*il endfirt 
Lafmm^ kfriid, lesioufs^ Its dedans ^ etriffure, 
Piyement coutumier da fervice des J^ok. 

VOL. IV. K Ss 
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HI. 

- Lijk^hifirdivomi mass H fit mkuhMt 
. Jv9ib$ymMi aux^fiempourJadextinii 

: . IV. 

QurtjfmSf fuijittez v$s dedaigmu/es vues 
" Sur C£ Chiindelaijfe^ mott defatm par ks ruts, 
Attendn alvftrdi lafideliti. 

The dog was foon afterwards taken to the 
King, who <;hanged colour when he read thefe 
lines, and remained confufed for fome time« 
But not long afterwards he was more abafhed^ 
^en in an Aflenfblf of the Deputies of the 
Fi-otcChnts of Languedoc he wsls aKked what 
^as become of. D'Atibigne, who had fitved didr 
Province; and what he had done for fo adite 
and fo ufefiil a fervant of God. He replied, 
«« that he' always looked upon him sis much 
" attached to him, and that he would take care of 
'* him. 

Before D'Aubignc returned to the Court of 
Henry, he fent one of his Pages to announce to 
the Sovereign that he was on the road. The 
King a{ked him from whence ht came? The 
Page faid, •' YeS, yes/' and to every queftion 
that was put to him returned, " Yes> yes.** 
On the King's afking him, why he continued 
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to anfwer^his qucftions In tW manner, fic rc^ 
plieci, •'* Sire, I faid yes, yes, bccauTe iCings 
"•• drive away all perfons from their prcfcnce, 
*' who will not make ufe of thoft wofds to 
** every thing which their Sovereigns require of 
•« them/* 

Henry had quarrelled with D*Aubign6 on 
fcihc occafion or other, and being afterwards 
i^pcdnctled to hiai^ embraced him very |ieartily. 
D'AubJgnc tcjld him, •• Sire, when 1 look in 
** your face, I fee that I may taki my old frcc- 
^< doms and liberties with you. Open now 
*^ three o£ j^our waiftcoat buttons, and be fo 
** kind as to tell me how I liave difpleafed youy\ 
Henry growing pale at thefe words (as was his 
cuftcm when any thing affcfted him) anfwcred^ 
«^ You were too much attached to the Due de 
^* le Tremouillc, to whom you know I had an 
'• avcrlioii."— " Sire," replied D'Aubignc, «• I , 
^* have had the honour of being brought up at 
« the feet of your Majefty, and I have learned 
<' from you never to abandon thole perfons who 
<^ were afflided and opprefled by a power £u- 
'* perior to their own. You will then furcly 
«' approve in me that lelTon of virtue which 
^ I learned under yourfelf.** ' This anfwer was 
fucceeded by another he^ty embrace from 
Henry* 

K 2 One 
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One njgbt as. P'Aubigne wu lying in 
Hcnry'f chamber with fomc of the Gei^tlcmcn 
of his fuite^ he fkid to La Force, who was afleep 
By his fide, •' Our Matter is furely one of the 
*• moft ungrateful men upon earth !*• La Forccj^ 
between fleeping and waking, afked him what 
he was faying. ^' Why/? exclaimed, the King, 
whom D'Aubign^ thought, to be afleep, «* are 
•♦ you deaf; do you not hear wTiat he lays? 
** that I 9m the mod ungrateful of mankind?** 
" —Sleep* on. Sire/' licplicd D^Aubigncj " t 
•* have a good deal more to fay yet." — '* The 
" next day/* adds'D' Aubinge, •' the King did 
7 not look unkindly at me^ but he ftill gave me 
*• nothing." 

. After Henry^s death, D'Aubignc, retaining in 
bis hands two towns near Rochelle, was told^ 
that, if he would give them up to the Queen, 
he (hoiild have of her Majefty what he pleafcd. 
He replied, '• I (hall receive of the Queen all 
V I dcfire^ for I only wifti her to look upon 
^' me as a good Ch Vidian and a good French- 
'* man/' 

He" wrote* a Univcrfal Hiftory, fome Trage- 
dies, and other WoVks, of which he Giys, * " that 
" in his retirement at Sc, Jean d'Angcli, he 
*' printed them at his own cxpcnce; and that 
^^ they had fcarccly appeared :n the world, when 

''they 
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•' they were burnt at Paris by the hands of the 
*' Hangman/* 

D'Aiibignc Hkcwife wrote. " Lfj Aventures in 
*• ^aron de Fanefte,'* in rifJicule of the Catholics 
and the Leaguers. He mentions thefc lines, which, 
were made upon fomc Kefoxmcrs of the Abufcs in 
Church and State : 

Epffin cbacun detijli 

La gnerrgs^ €t pr$t€jli , 

Ne vouloir jui ft *i>«. , 

Chacun au blen 4fffrip 
Chacun a bien aejire^ 
Et U dejire Jien. * 

£^h pa^ty ciytl war df tcfts, '. 

And each with folemn rqws protefts • ^ 

' He nothing mean^ but good. 
Each fays it is his only aim, 
Each to this good puts in his claihi, 

His own flill underftood. 



THEODORIC DE SCItOMBERG, 

The day before the battle of Ivry, the Q^r^ 
ipan troops which Schomberg* cdmmanded muti«. 
nWd and refufed to fight, if they were not paid 
the money which w^ iSue to them. Schomberg 
went to Henry the Fburth WitH this ixieflage, who' 
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anfwcrcd him angrily, " HoWj Colonel Thifche 
«* (a nick*name given to him), is it the behaviour 
♦' of a man of honour to demand money, when 
*^ he flibuld take his orders for fighting?" 

The next naorning, Henry, recollcaing what 
he had faid to Schomberg, went into his tent be- 
fore the engagement begaii> and fajid to him^ 
'' Coiond, this is perhaps the only opportunity 
*' I may h^ve — I may be kilM in the engagement 
^* — it is not right that I (hould carry away with 
^' me the honour of a brave Gentleman U|ce you. 
^* I declare then^ that I recognize you as a man 
'* of worth, and incapalile of doing any thing 
*• cowardly." 

Schombeig, ftruck with admiration and grati- 
tude at this noble behaviour of Henry, replied 
to him, " Ah! Sire, in restoring to me tha( honour 
*• which you took i^way from me, you take away 
*' my life; for I (hould be unworthy of it, if I 
*• did not devote it to your fervice. If I had ^ 
** thoufand lives, I would lay them all at your 
*' feet/' 



Mt J)E WLLERY, 

As tlus Knight of M^yiti, vho ww Ambalfwlox. 
A-pr;. F«n(fc to the ?opp, ww ape clay. waJking, 
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irith the Venetian AmbalTador in the Sq^we tfCr- 
fore the beautiful Church of the Gdu at Rcmt- 
( where it feems there is always air, even in thc^ 
hotteft day of fununer}^ he faid to hi|n» 
«' What an odd thing it is that there Ihoukl be 
'* always fometbing of a breeze hew I Caaypur 
*• 5^xcellcncy account for it?''—*' Pei:fe<aiiy 
*< velJ/' replied the Venetian^ '' upon a ti^* 
'*:tion that has been long current in this ciif . ^ 
<' The Devil and the Wind wece one day vfdUaig « 
'< together in the ftreets of Roine> whei^* comUig 
<« to, the Jefuits College in this phce, the £>ovil 
'<. faid to the Wind^ Pray be fo good as to ftsf 
*^ here a minute or two^ I have a word ta fty 
<^ to tfacfe good Fathers within^ Tbc 0evil^ a*- 
<^ the ftory goes, never returned tabi^CQi|)|^ 
• ** nion, who has been ever fince waiting for him 
*• at the door/* 

Metmires vm t'Ant d*Arnauld» 

After the aflaifination of Henry the Fourth, 
Mary de Medicis burft into the room where SiU 
Iccy wsw, fittingi and exckimedi ** Tht Kiag^ Sir, 
^ isdnd!'' — '^ I beg« your Abjefty*s pa|dai>,*^ 
Implied Silfery, who w^a then ChanqeUor, ^ ch^ 
«< King <€ Fiance never dies." 

He was. baniflied t^ his feat at 9illery, and 
fupported the lofs of his power and ctmfequtncc* 
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with great impatience. His Phyficians, on his 
dlHith*bed« refuiing to acquaint him with the 
dinger of hi^ iituation^ an old and faithful fcr- 
vant took the painful talk upon himfelf, and feid 
to him, •* Sir, your trial is' over: you rnuftprc- 
•^ pare ycAirfcIf for death. You have not above 
** fcvcn or eight hoiirs to live." — '* Is it fo, 
'• my friend?** rcpJicd M. dc Sillcry; " let me 
" employ, then, the fliort time that ^ have to 
♦' live in a proper manner. Sciid for my Con- 
r feflbr.*' 

^ M. de Sfllery's virtues and faults • were fo 
'^ well counterbalanced/* fays Sully, «• that it 
"was- no diificiilt niatter ifor me to employ the 
!' firA ufcfuJly; and to guard myfelf againft the 
«• tlangefrs of the latter." 



CRILLqN. 

. H9NB.Y the Fourth, on feeing Crillbn come^ 
one day into the Drawing-room of the Pahice of 
Fdottinhleau, excLaimed, ^' Here comes tbe' 
•* biavefl man in my dununions !*•—•' Sinj' ie^* 
yUed.Cnlion, VyourMajflfty tells an^untmthi 

Crillon 
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Crlllon being dcfired by his Sovereign Hcnrjr 
the Third to iflift in the aflaflination of the Duke 
of Guife^ refufcd in as gentle a manner as he 
could ^ adding, ^' I >vill attack him^ Sire, fairly 
•' in fingle combat, with all my heart; I will run 
*• in upon him; he will, of courfe, kill me,' and 
'' I ihall kill him. A man that is carelefs of his 
•• own life has, you know, that of his encmjr 
♦' always in his powder/* 

CHIIon was not prefent at the battle of Arquet, 
where his beloved Sovereign Henry the Fourth 
gained a complete vidtory, and afterward wrote 
to faim this laconic epiftle: *' Hang yoiirfelf 
•'immediately, brave CriHon! Wc have had 
•* an engagement at Arqucs, and you were not 
•• there. Adieu 1 Jc vous aime a tort tt 4 
** travers.^*' 

The fecbrid Duke of Gulfc, when he was very 
young, endeavoured to alarm the courage of 
Cfillon by pretending that the town in which hp 
was a^eep was bcfieged by the enemy. Crillon, 
skwakcd from his fleep by the noife, rulhed out 
with his'ufual intrepidity, and finding it to be a 
trick, faid to the Duke, " Yoiing man,* I would 
^ advife'yoii never again to think of founding the 
*• courage of a man of honour. ' By death itfclf^ 
^ if you had found me fail, I Ihbul^ have ftruck 
*f my dagger into yobr heart.*' 

Cotvtefy, 
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Courtef/j no lefs than counigev w«s. ^Iwzjs ^c 
appanage of the family of Crillon.. . That in 
thefe rcfpcdts the laft of that illuftrious Houfedid 
not degenerate; the conquell of Minorca^ and the 
following letter lent by him to Lord Hmth« 
meld/ the prefcrver of Gibraltar, op his bc^og 
njade a Peer, arc convincing proofs : 

*« Permettez*moi« mon aimable et rei^edabl^. 
** cnemi, de ne fonger qu*au litre d'An^i que yousi* 
«' tyez bien voulu m'accorder^ pour rgqm'r avec 
<c vous de la grace que le Roi votrc nu4tce vi^ 
« de rous accorder. 

" C'eft par Monfiewr ToyntK Waiksr^ up. 
'* VPS Coinpatriotf» et Admirateurs^ que jt l-a;, 
<< appris. La qualite de Mylor4 n*aJoute rien a.. 
«< toutes celles qui vous rendent cher a mes yeu;c ; 
^< mais en me prouvant la juftice que VQtre natioi). 
«* a f9ue rendre a vos fervices^ ct i votre pcr- 
«« fonne, clle me dcvicnt perfqnelle en me rappel* 
«^ lant les temoignages particulieres de bonte. et. 
«« d*eftime que j'ai recu a vosxotcs, et a ccux de 
'^ vos braves foldats. Ce moment ne s'cffacera 
" jamais de ma memoire^ heureux (i en troMvant. 
« d*autres occafiona de meriter d'avantage leiL 
«< fuffragea dc votre genereufe nation, en fervant; 
^ nos deux Maitres comme Allies^ je pouvois^ 
** avant mourir vous embrafleret vous rcpetet d(i 
*< vive voix rafrux:ance des fentimens d^cftime d(; 

♦f votrc 
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'* votre nation^ et d'amitc que vou$ m'avcz in* 
^ fpirc, ct avcc Icfquds j.'*i honneur d'etre dc 
*^ votrc Excellence, 

*« Monfieiir, 
*• Trcs humble et trcs obciflant Serviteur, 

** R. R. Due DU C.RJLtUlC, 

. ^' Due de Mahoo. 

" A Plombicrcs, 
« Icgjuilict, 1788. 
M A fon Excellence Mylokd Mcathfiilb^ 
** Capkaine Genenl des Armees 

« de & Majefte BriUani^ue/* 



SEIGNEUR DE BEAX7MANOIR. 

This French Npbleman, a partizau of the. 
Count du Blois, vfcnt one day to confer with 
Hichaiyi Bembron, the Englifh Commandant of 
Ploermelj a fmall fortrefs in Bretagn^ for the 
Countefs of that Province^ on the means of pvc^^ 
venting the mutual outrages their refpedive foU, 
diers comipitted upqn thepea&nts. Soon^ how« 
ever, the rivality between the two nation^ burfl: 
forth, and interrupted the conference; each Com- 
mander fpoke with comtempt of the prowefs c€ 
his rival's countrymen, and with veneration of 
the valour of his own. They grew warm, and a 
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challenge took place. It was agreed, that the 
two Commanders {hould meet at a given fpot with 
thirty on each tide, and decide the difpuce. Beau- 
jnanoir and Bembron appeared at the day ap^ 
pointed armed cap^a^pied^ and at the head of their 
refpedive foldiers. The enthufiafm that inflamed 
thefe modern Horatii and Curiatii may eafily be 
imagined. They charged mod furioufly man 
agatnft man, but foon the fortune of war b^an 
to (hew itfelf. Of the Engliih, only twenty-five 
in a Ihort time remained. Soon afterwards five 
are taken prifoners, killed, or incapable of fights 
ing on account of their wounds. Beaumanoir 
changes the plan of battle. Bernbron does the 
fame. They form themfelves into a little fquadron. 
The Commander of the Englilh is thrown down, 
and fl^in upon the fpot. The Commander of (he 
French, dangeroufly wounded; and ready to fink 
with heat and thirft, dcfires one of his remaining 
companions to give him fomething to drink. He 
exclaims, *' Beaumanoir, drink fome of y6ur own 
« blood, and your thirft will go ofT. You muft ' 
•• perfift to the very laft extremity.** Beau^ 
manoir, animated by thefe words, perfifts, am) 
remains mafter of the field. 
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PIERRE DE CAYET. 

This author of the celebrated and verx rare 
Memoirs relative to Henry the Fourth of France 
which bear his name^ was at firft a Protellant 
Minifler at the Court of the King of Navarre, 
and was much prefled by the Count of Soiflbns 
to marry him to one of the Princeflcs of the Houfc 
of Navarre. ^ He refufed } as not thinking ic 
honourable to be concerned in giving the fandlion 
of religion to a marriage which he knew to be 
difagrceable to the Royal Family of Navarre^ and 
to which he was furc they would nevfer give their 
confent. The Count of ^ Soiflbns ftill infifted— 
Cayct refifted with great intrepidity. ' On the 
Count's threatening to ftab him if he perfiftcd ia 
his refufal, he very fpiritedly replied, .** Well^^ 
" then, your Highncfs may kill me, if you pleafe ; 
" I prefer dying by the hand of a great Prince to 
•« dying by that of Ac hangman/* 



ABBE RUCELLAI. 



Th^ cfFc(fl of motive upon the human frame 
was perhaps never better illuflrated than in the 
following account of Abbe Ru9ellai, in that en« 
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tcrtaining Book, written by Dom' Noel d'Argonne^ 
a Carthuiian friar of Gallion in Normandy, en* 
titled. Melanges ^Hiftoire et de la Literature, par 
Vigneuil de Merveille.—^^ This Abbe was the 
*« great nephew of the celebrated Monfighor de 
'' la Cafa, fo well known by the eiccllcnct of his 
»* Italian \Vritiiigs : h6 came from Rome to Parii 
<« with Mary de Medicis, wife of Henry the 
" Fourth, where he lived in great fplendor and 
*• profufion* He ufed to have ferved up at his 
*' table, during the deflert, bafons enamelled in 
•• gold full of eflences, perfumes, of gloves, fans, 
^* and even piftoles for his company to play with. • 
«* By tTiefe circumftances one may readily judge 
«« what fort of a perfon M. Ru9enai was. His 
*• delicacy in every thing was exceffive: he drank^ 
^' nothing but water, but it was a water that was 
^ brought from a great dillanqe, and which was 
*» to be drawn drop by drop (if one may fo ex- 
«' prefs it). The leaft thing in the world diftrefled 
•« him : the fun, the dew, heat, cold, the leaft 
^ change in the atmofphere feemed to have an 
*' effedl upon his conftitution. The mere appre* 
*' henfion of becoming ill would make him keep 
«' his room and put himfelf to bed. It is to him 
'* that our phyficians are obliged for the inven- 
" tion of that difeafe without a difeafe, called 
^* Vapoun, which makes the employment of thofe 
^ perfons who arc idle, and the fortunes of thofe 
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** who attend thetn. The poor Abbe groaned 
^* greatly undtr the weight of thefe Cf ifles^ daring 
«« to undertake nothing where there was the leaft 
V trouble or fiitiguc. At laft, howeVcr, goaded 
«» by ambitibti, or rather perhaps fr6rti'a defirc to 
•* revenge hinifcif upon feme perTon who he 
»• thot^ had not tfcd him fo well, he andirtodk 
^ •^ toierve'hfeoM miftrefs, Mary Be Meditis, in 
** fome ftate intrigues which Were very compli- 
•« catfed, and which irquired great aftivity. At 
•* firit, the fight of that trouble which had always 
^« ^ppbired io him to be fo dreadful a thing, wak 
^ very^ infar malcit^ him abimldh his under* 
•* taking; but getting the bitttr of his fcirs, he 
*' became fo'hardy and fo aftivc, that his fhends^ 
^ who faw him wot'k hard all the day and' take 
^ no reft at night, who faw him riding poft upon 
^ the moft execrable horfes^ and not caring what 
*' he ate or drank^ but contented always with 
«' '\rhat he found, ufed in joke to aik him news 
^< of the Abbi Ruf ellai^ pretending not to Itnow 
"f* what was become of him« or what perfon had 
'« changed fituations with him. or into what other 
*^ body the Abbc*s foul had trtnfmigratcd/* 
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ST. FRANCbrS i)E SALES 

Is one 6f the latefl: of the modem Saints, but^ 
as a hdy well obferved of him, a moft gentleman- 
like Saint, for to the rigid virtues of religion he 
added the graces of urbanity and policenefs. He ' 
preferred his own miferable Biihopric of Genevai 
to that of Pkris, which Henry the Fourth offered 
him. This excellent Prelate was a model of humi» 
lity, charity, and piety. The Abbe Maribllier has 
written a very entertaining life of him/ in two 
volumes ismo. ; and the " J^pril de St. Francois 
" de Sales," 8vo. contains the fununary of Jiia 
maxicps and dodrine very well compiled. 
- To fome ccclcfia(|:ic of his dioccfc who was 
brought before him as a perfon of vicious and ir^ 
regular life, and who had fallen on his knees be* 
fore him to beg pardon for the fcandal he had 
jgiven, the Prelate replied, falling alfo on his knees 
before him, " I have in my turn. Sir, to rcqucft 
^f of you, that you wijl have fome compaflion 
•• upon myfelf, and upon all thofc who arc cede* 
•* li^ftics in my dioccfc, upon the Church, and 
•• upon Religion, whofe reputation and honour 
*^ you diigrace by your fcandalous life, which 
'' gives occafion to the enemies of our holy faith 
•' toWafphemeit.*' 

This 
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This fptedi, fays the author of this anecdote^ 
knade fuch an impreflion Upon the culprit, that 
he took up a new way of life> and became a model 
of piety and virtue. 

Henty the Fourth ufed to eall St. Francois 
de Sales^ «' I'Evefque des Efve/ques-^thc Bifliop of 
*« Bifhops. He has/* faid he, '< birth, leandngi 
^ virtue^ and piety/' 



MARQUtS SPINOLA. 

♦* PAat Of what did your brother die?** faid 
this 'Celebrated General one day to Sir Horac4 
Vere. " He ditd. Sir,*' replied Vere^ «' of having 
^' nothing to do/'^*< Ahu, Sir/' faid Spinoia^ 
** that is enough to kUl any General of us all/^ 

Monte^uieu fays, <^ We in general pUK:e idle* 
^< neft among the beatitudes of Heaven % it Ihould 
^« isther, I think, he put amoog die torments 
•«rfHdh': 



• JOSEl^H'SCittGER 

Tjtts great fcholar had ibuch of the infol^nce 

%hich but too often accompanies £;reat learning. 

voi. iy« i , Ia 
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Imim witirigs'lie'u vwy: prafife of the epitkefS 

of ^ ,bttft» bkickfand^ %nof«mfetlow/''&c. to 

tbofir Mduidiifered. front hinx in (ipinioii» and whd 

knew not fo much Greek as himfelf. Hit pridif 

WK much.mortifled} when; prffvioas to h^ going 

to Cbttle in Ho(iaiidj he cook leave of his. Sove- 

f^iga :Heof7 the Fourth, of France, vho merdf 

iaid to him, «^ So M. TEfcale^ the Dutch hive 

'* fent for you ! They will, I fuppofe, give you a 

♦' very handfome pcnfion : I am very glad of it/*' 

Then carelefsly turning to him, he faid, " Pray, 

" Sir, is it true, that you have fomctimcs been 

«• three weeks without blowing your nofe?" 

Scaliger, in his three hundred aad iifty- 

fccood Epiftle, fays, *' Even the beft fchokra 

^ among^ the En^ifli fpeak Latin with fo 

V wtardicd ^ pranmidatfon, that I Defioember 

" being Ja coiafwiy iKidx an £og}iibinan of 

isUiiAt dticripjKJQa^ whoflalk^ latiato mti for 

C:« cpokpteie qfw»i^w hom^ aidtwkfini I 

1^ tuttoilGMdb iiQ mon ihM i€ Im Mi talked 

^< Arabic *. I made my excufa for not: asffccn- 

*' ing him, as 1 did not very weU underftand Eng* 

*' liih. On this my fries^j who introduced him to 

<* me, buril out into a loud fit of laughter; fo that 

*' I could never af(ecwaids fee him without con^ 

•' fiifion/*^ 

The 

' ' " • 'Qudm^ Turcici kfucrctur^ 
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Hie pipnunciation of Latio 1^ Eaglifiiment 
fetdug afide all ceafens deducod from the inak€ 
of the ktteit^ tfae founds of th^ yowekj and thif 
tules for the pronuoGiation of t)toi that havo 
been liid donm by Qgidtilian and.by otheiij U 
Sattly defedivej i^ it differ fmai t^i pionwiH 
ciatiop of all other. NaCiOlll^ and lenders aa 
JESngUflunan out of his own' covntiy^ and even 
in S^jodaodj when he fpeaks' Latinj aa Mnintdli* 
gibk as if he were fpokinc ^^ Hottentot hn^ 
guage. It would be furely worth while in our 
Tchools to t^ach the kalian pronooeiatioii! of 
JLotin^ which we may ncceflbrUjr f^pbfo t# be 
the molt perfipft^ and whkh wa$ adopted by 
^itftn hlwfelf^ whoa he unghf; Sshool in 
London^ 



LOUIS THfi THmTEfiKffH, 

&INO OV f RANCEy CALLED TH£ #U5T. . 

[1610—1649.] 

Thr difaftroua fatp of Henry the Fourth pit* 
yented this Prince from completing that ediica- 
Upn which the excellent Prince, his fatheir would 
have given him. Of the defcd of. this he w^ 

12^ * fo 
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LOUIS THt THIRTBEITTH. 



£> feniiblcj that )iearing feme young {)er(bns of 
hi» own age engaged in a feridus cenverfiittion; 
he ran into MiJ clofet, where M. Bordas (who 
was then his, ftyourite} feu/td him in tciirs ; and 
otn afking the Prince the realbn df them, he told 
him, « I lament my fituadon extremely. The 
'children of private gentlftncn are more happy 

* than thofe- of ' Sovereigns. They are iii- 
« ftrdded in the knowledge of the world and 
' inl)ufinefs.- As for Princes, thrir ignorance 

< is deiirable to thofe about them, as they may 

* then more eifily rcndcfr themfaves mafters 

< cf and deceive them. Hence arife the mid 
^* fortunes of States, and the fn^U degree of 

' reputation which Sovereigns poflTeCs in the 
' world.*' 
On the death of the Marefchal d'Ancre, he faid» 

* God be thanked. for his death! Send me hither 
the old fervants of my father, and the old Mem- 

» bcrsof my Council of State: I will in future be 

* dircdcd by their advice." 

This Prince had occafionally fits of ftrcngth 
of mind, but they wei'e not lafting. When the 
Deputies from the Huguenots of France re.- 
quelled him to confirm the decrees in their fa- 
vour, which were rather extorted fword in hand 
{[han granted . freely, and quoted to him the 
examples of Henry the Third and Henry the 
Faurchj who favoured them; Louis replied, 

" Henry 
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'' Henry the Third ^ waf afraid of you« and my 
<^ fiither loved ypni now I neither ftar nor lore 
. •' you*/' 

When Madame de, Bouteville^ and fome more 
Ladies of diftinftion, entreated him to favc the 
life of M. de BouteviUe^ who was condemned to 
be beheaded for lighting a duel, he replied, ^' I 
" feel his lofs as fenfibly as any of you, but 
*< my confcience forbids me to grant him a 
*• pardon/* 

When Lord Leicefter waited upon.this Piince 
to know whether he intended to afiifl the Par« 
liament of England againlt Charles the Firft, he 
replied^ " Le Roi mon frere pe^itfe affkri^.que 
«• je n*aime ffoint 'les rel^Uts et Us feditieux^ tt qui 
^» je ne Us €0ftvra jamais contre leur Prince^^ 
'' The King my brother nuiy reft alTured, that 
<' 1 am no friend to rebels and fecjitious people * 
*^ and that I will never aflift them againfl their 
« Sovei^ignf.*' Had the Cabinet of the un- 
fortunate 

• When after the (iege of Rochellc, the Deputies from the 
Huguenots in that city came to deliver the keys of it to Louis 
the Thirteenth, they told him, that they came to throw them- 
iUves at his feet, M. de Marillac, who was prcfent, laid, 
•* You are not come^ Gentlemen, to throw yourdlves at the 
'* King's feet, but you have fallen at them in defpite of your- 
" fclvcs." 

t Yet fuch is the good faith of politicians, that Louis, or 
father his Minifter, Cardinal Richelieu, did interfere in the 

difputes 
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dfortunate Louis XVf. beent>f this opinion; had 
thty not aflifted the Biitiih Colonies in Ame* 
rica againft their Mother-country; had they 
not fiifiered Ihe fubjeAs of their own defpocic 
nation to take thoft Ieffi>ns of Hbcrty at a 
dilbDce which they afterwards came and re* 
peated wijh fiich eneigy at home; France might, 
perhaps^ have efcaped her paft and her prefent 
Jiorrors* 

The French have generally affeded todiftinguifli 
their Sovereigns by fpecific names; and it has 
coronxmly happened^ that they have treated thofe 
worfc than the reft, whom they had diftinguilhed 
by the moft honourable c4>peI}ation.* lx>uisXIIL 
WM called «* the Juft *,** and as he had not aAy 
parttcular virtues^ or any talents, except that of 

being 

4ifputes faetweea Charkt the Firft «id bis I^rlnaoit. The 
French Agents were very bufy in Scotlind, cod a letter oi 
Richelieu's was deteded, in which he (aid, *^ Before a year 
*< is elapfedy the King of England (hall know that I am not a 
« pcrfontobedcfpifed."" * 

« Louis XII. was called by his fubjeAs << Le Jufte/* and 
<« the. Father of his People." Him they titated with ridi* 
cule, and took off to his hct upon the ftage; and in our 
times they have brought to the fcafibld a Vrince dignified 
with the title of *< Le Jufle^" a title which he eminently 
defervei)) as the whole aim of his life was to comply with. 
the wilhes of his people, and to let the generd will of the 
Nation prevail over the individual will of the Sove« 
reign. ' 
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being tngood llMt, feme im^ (ud^ *f S^oitjit/le i 
** iirer-de^arqtaiiife*" . 

. Loim feenu to have cihefen his Miniften for 
veiy ittflSercnt rtafimt : the onfc, lo Due de Lu^esi 
f6r bdihg ah ckttUcnt bird-iCaiKrhtri iDes Nojreryt 
fi>r fingtfifg hynm wkh hin; -ai^d Rkhdifj^ 
whofe tk\v!A% be reveicd, :alid whofe diainAcr 
\xt 4ctcfl:cd| rbecMfe lie catikl aot goveih .his 
Inngdom ivicli6ut him. Loui$ was ettrrfRicIf 
devout, and connpofed a private office of devoiion 
with this title : '• Parvm Cbf\ftidH(s Pktatis OJU 
^ cia per Ctn^mum R^if^ iMdmntum XllL 
'< crdinata.** Diboifli, Mt of his ValetMkp- 
Chambre,, puhtiflied 4 vety curjoui account^ 
the taft ilfaiefi of thi^ Prince* in which he i^ 
|)ear8 ta have b^ an extremely padeiic and rcH 
figned fufferer^ His rcQedtoni on feeing the 
towers of St. DdnU (the place of fepulture of 
the Kiiigs df France) from the windows of the 
|MdaC€- of Stk Gerknain, difplay a m^ns^niifiity 
and a refignation tb the laft hard law of fate, 
which thofe 'm tfQihcnt: $tiM(ioi)« do not often 
difcover. 

'' Not many hours before my Sovereign 
^* died/* fays Dubois, *^ waking fuddenly from 
^* a long and deep fleep, l)e csdied the Prince 
/* of Cond^ to his bed-fidc. I have been dream- 
" ing, my coufin, faid he, that your fon the 
<* Duke d'Enguien had come to an engageinent 

«' with 



Digitized by 



Google 



lif LOUX« THE THIRTIEKTH: 

^ with the enemy I that the baUtle wai very 
*' long and obftinate; that the vidory hung^ 
^ in fufpence for fome time; but that after 
<* great efforts on both fides we got the better, 
^^ and remained mafters of the field. This/* 
adds Dubois^ ^' was prophetic of the battle 
«' of Rocroy, vfhkh was gained by the Due 
«« d^Bnguien^ at the fame time that the King 
*' mentioned his dream to the Prinoe of 
^' Cond€.** 

- Louis^ like his fon^ and air other Sovereigns 
mho, during their lives^ have wafted the treafure^ 
ihed the bloody and deftroyed the happinefs of 
their fubjedb by unnecef&ry wars» felt upon his 
death-bed great remorfe for thofe in which he 
bad been engaged. '' He faid one day^ in a 
*' loud tone of voice/' fays Dubois^, " Q»^ J 
*• rV/w/ ta volonifde Dieu qu*il mint au mande, U 
•* lui pl^t hi f aire la grace de dmner la paix a toutt 
*' i' Europe: That if it was the will of God that 
•• he (hould be rcftorcd to life, he hoped that it 
«' would pleale him to permit him to give peace 
f* to all Europe/' 

^' Memoire jidele des O^ofis qui Jbnt pajjees a ta 
«* Mori de Louis XIII. Roi du France, par 
«« Dubois, tun des Valets de Cbambre de fa 
f Majefif, U 14 Mai 1643." ' 
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MARY DE MEDICK, 

XOTHSm OT L0UI8 XIIX. 

Whsn this Princefs made her eicape fiom 
the Caftle of Blois fo join the Duke of Epernon at 
Angoulcfmc, Ihc let hcrfelf down from the window 
of the caftle by the Ihccts of her bed. She intend- 
ed to have taken with her a valuable cafket filled 
with jewels, but on reaching the ground, (he diC 
covered that in the agitation of her mind Ibe had 
forgotten them. It was now too late to think of 
recovering them, and (he proceeded on her jour« 
jicy on horfeback. 

Among the archives of the Parliament of Pari^ 
)s a Angular petition of this Queen : 

«• Supplie Marie Reine dc France &de Navarre, 
•• dt/ant que depuis le 23 de Fevrier auroit hi Pri^ 
*• fomiere au Chateau de Ompeigne, fans it re as ac^ 
«« cufie ns/oupfonn/e.'* 

This Princefs ihould have been treated with 
more refped by the people of Paris than ihe 
fnet with. She contributed much to en^bdlifli 
that city by architedlure and by painting. The 
]Palace of the l^uxembourg, and its celebrated 
Gallery pjunted by Rubens^ owe their exiftence to 

3 Mary 
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Mary was extremely fond of devices. On the 
birth of her fon fhe took that of Juno leaiting oq 
a peacock^ thu$ infcribed ; 

When (he was examined before one of thePie* 
fidcnts of the Parliament of Paris, refpe^ing fom« 
intrigues fiie had entered into againft the Cardinal . 
de Richelieu, flie faid of him, '* that (be be^ 
** lieved he^was the grcateft dilTembler that ever 
^* exiftcd I that he could feem whatever he pleafed s 
^ that in one half hour he could look as if ho 
*' were dying, and that in the next he could af- 
" fume the appearance of full health and of chear-« 
« fulnefs.** 

The Cardinal, who had been the fcrvant of 
this Queen, drove her oiit of the kingdom of 
France^ and ihc died at Cologne. Chigi, the 
Pope's I^ate in that city, aflifted her in her lafl: 
moments. With great difl|culty heprevailed vpon 
her to fay that (he foigave Richelieu ; but when 
he preiTed her to fend the Cardinal a bracelet^ or 
a ring, as a token of her perfeft reconciliation 
with hhn, (he exclaimed, ** Quejlo i fur troppo. 
" — This is indeed too muchV* and died foon 
afterward. 

" In the month of Auguft 1641," fays Lilly, 
« I beheld the old Qucen-Mt)thcr of France, 
*' Mary of Medicis, departing from London^ 

« in 
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•* in tompany of itiomas Eari of kimndd* A 
'* fad fpeftacle of mortality it was,' and pro* 
^ daced tears from mihe eyct, and many <sher 
^ behdldersj to fee an agfed, Ican^ decttpad/ poor 
^ Queen, ready for ber ^n^rc, necJdBtttie* to 
*' depart hence, having iiio. fiteoe oif refidende 
^ left her, but where the <!oimttfy of tier haid 
^ fortune afflgncd it. ^ Sht fcad bden tiic *ii!jr 
** (lately and magnifiecnt wotMH ctf ' Eowip^, 
** M^fe to vthe greatcft King thdt cwr lived in 
** France; itiother linto one King anA unto two 
^ Qutcns/' ' • ^ 



. ANNE OP AUSTRIA, 

9IIBBN TO lOVlS XIU. KINO OP. raAKJCB. 

This Princefs was condnually harraiRM by 
the imperious Cardinal dc Richelieu. He oc- 
cafionally caufed her to be exanuned by feme 
of the Pi-efidcnts of the Parliament of Pkris, 
refpedting the plots that were carrying ow in 
Spain againft his Adminiftration. On one of 
thefe trying occalions, flie faid to htm, *« M^ le 
^' Cardinal^ Dm ne paye pas tontts U% /enuunes^ 
^f mats enfitt il psye^—My Lord Cardinal, God 
^^ does not fettle his accounts with mankind 

V every 
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«« eveiy wcek^ but at laft he fettles them with 
« cffed." 

This Princels^ in fpite of the cruel treatment 
ihe had receiTed from Cardinal Richelieu, was 
ftiU fo confcious of his great talents for govero- 
iag, that on feeing a pidure of him^ foon after 
ihe became R^nt of France, (he exclaimed, *' If 
«* Richelieu had lived to this time^ he would 
^ have been more powerful than ever.*' Ma^ 
dame de Baviere, in her Letters^ fays, *' Abbe 
^* «-~- was deteded in an intrigue: Anne of 
*' Auftria however did much worfe; ihe was not 
^' contented with intriguing with Cardinal Ma- 
«' zarin, (he married him.*' This (he could do, 
as the Cardinal had not taken prieft's orders. 
Mazarin, however, became very (bon tired of the 
Queen, and ufed her very. ill, the ufual confe* 
quence of fuch a marriage. Yet when Mazarin 
founded this Queen refpedking the nuirriage of her 
fon Louis the Fourteenth with one of his nieces^ 
Ihc nobly replied, " If the King was capable of 
<' degrading himfelf (b far, I would put myfcif 
«< with my fecond fon at the head c^ the whole 
'« French Nation againft the King and agaiqft 
f* you/* 

The following Impromptu of Voiture to this 
Queen, who, on feeing him walking alone, aflccd 
him of what he was thinking, gives fome foun* 
datioQ to th^ report of her taking in very good 

part 
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part the ^Uantry of ^le Dttke <£ Buddogham 
to her : 

yepenfois (ear nous autns Poetis^ 

ftws pfnfons txtraoagiment)^ 
i CSr que J ehna fbuiikur pit veus ites, 

Finu JUrie^^'fi^ dans ce m$ment 
Vous avifiez en eette place 

Fenir U Due de Buckingbemi 
Et lequel fereit en dif grace ^ 

De lui, ou du Pere ^ Vincent • 

At the DutcheCs of Norfolk's feat at Holme^ 
near Hereford^ there is a whde-length portrait of 
the Princefsj with this infcription^ *' Anne Rem 
•' de France^ grojfe de /ex tms: fait par Beauhrun 
'' 1638 :" and indeed the Queen's pregnancy ii 
pretty vifibk in the pidure. 



LA MARECHAL D'ANCRE. 

Thi» upflSirt Miaifter^ by name Concini^ and 
fofter-brodier to Mary de Medicis^ was fo info^ 
lent^ that he \^ed to call the Gentlemen who were 
in his train/ «' My Hundred-a^year Scoundrels.'* 
Concini governed France fb wretchedly and fo 
defpotically^ that Matherbe faid after his death, 
*' Now it has pieafed Heaven ta take Concini 

•' away 
• The Qucen*^ Conft ffor. 
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^ awray fiom us, vfa hJivc ik> pittyeir kft to 
•* make." 

Howell, |a Iw LattcK^ reUtcsr this account of 
the death of theMarflial d'Ancro from an eye- 
witncfs: " The young King Louis XUL being 
«« told that the Maiihal d*Aftcfe waar the ground 
•' of the difcontent amongfl: the people of Paris, 
•' commanded M. de Vitiy, Captain of the 
•' Guards, to arreft him, and in cafe of refiftancc 
•' to kill him. This bufineis was carried very 
^ clofcly till the next mornings that the faid Mar* 
« quis was coming to the Louvre, with a nrfflirfg 
^' train of gallants after hfm, and paflrng over 
** the draw-bridge at the Court-gate, Vitry ftoo^ 
*^ there with the King*r guard about him> and^ as 
'' the Marquis entered, he told himthar he had 
^^ a conuniffion from the King to apprehend him^ 
<< and therefore he ckmandrd his fword. The 
*' Marquis hereupon put his hand upon his 
«' fword; fome thought to yield it up, others to 
«' make oppofition. In the mean time, Vitry 
^ (fif€hargedapiftoIaithim,aiidlbdifpatchedhim« 
^ The King, being above iit his. gallery, afted 
<' w4iat ncA(h that was btlow; One-fmilingly an«- 
^' fweted, Notho!^^ Sir, but that the MarAitl 
« d^ Ancre is flain. Who flew hiatf The Capcain 
^ of your Guaids. Why.; Becaufp he would 
^^ have drawn hit. fword at your Migefty'a xoyai 
•f commiffion. The King then replied, Vitry 

« has 
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^ has ciono wtUr and X will maistam die. aft.* 
^ fntmdy the Qicen-^ochar lad all bar 
«« guartU takeft' firMnt^ her, except fix mtat anA 
v.fixtcbn w0cMft> and fo flie wm baxi'dkcA 
^« Pkris^ and dtfiptqaiided: ta t^tim to Bloin 
^. AncFc's hodf waa^ buried that i^gfat ia a 
f' churclKjatf bjr tbe Court; but the next 
*' morning the lacqueys and pagea (who are 
•• more unhappy here than the apprentices of 
*' London) broke up his grave, tore the coffin 
^' to pieces, ripped the winding-flicet, and tied 
** his body to an afs's tail, and fb dragged him 
^^ up and dawn, the gutters of P^s (^which are 
•• none of the fweeteft); they then fliccd of 
f hia eafi* apd nailed them upon the gatea of 
H the city: they cut off his^genitoriet> and feni 
^ them as a poafeat id the Dtdne oi Maine# 
^ The reft of his body, they carried to tba 
'« new bridge, and hung him, his heels upward^ 
«< and.hii. hiad dofwnwardi^ apon a new gibbet^ 
^ that had been let up a litde before to punilh 

V then^ who tbould fpeak ill of the present 

V Gkwernoaeot, and it waa his chanoe to h|iva 
«« Ae fivft 6vk& of it himfelf. His wife waa 
•^: hemipQD apprdieoded^ imprilbned, and bo* 
«« headed fixr a wioch, fame few dayii after, 
'« upon a 6xnm& that flie had enchanted the 
M Qoeen to dote fo upon bet huflamd: and 
<« they. %, the young King'a pidure waa 

" found 
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'^ found in heir diotctg ih viigin.wtx»'With.dne 
^ leg melted away. A little after^ a ptx>cc& was 
^ formed againft die Mafquis her hufband^ and 
f fohc was condemned iifter deaths Thja waa 
^ a light aft of a Fxtnch popular fiiiy^ whkhj 
^ like an angry torrtot^ is irrefiftible^ nor can any 
«< bankt^ boundaries^ ordykcs^ ftop the impetu* 
•• ous rage of it.'* 



LE CHEVALIER DE GUISE. 

This Nobleman^ true to his race, from earlieft 
life exhibited the charafteriftic of 6mily courage. 
In a Letter in Sir Ralph Winwode's Colledbn 
tf State Papers, dated Paris^ 30th Dec. 1612^ it 
kfaid: 

«' The Duke (then Chevalier de OuUe, his 
«' brother being alive) meeting fome days fince 
^ with the Baron de Luz in the ftreetj cfaaU 
^ lenged him to come out of his coach to fight 
«^ him« and killed him on the place* The 
<< ground of which quarrel is pretended to 
<< have been» for that the faid Baton did of 
^* late let fall fome words that he was of coun^^ 
f' cil to the killing of the late Duke of Goift 
'^ at Blois, and , that he had hindered the Mar^* 

«< flial 
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In another Letter in the Hime Cotledlioti^ dated 
P^riS) Jaimar/ 26, 161 3> it is added» 

^ A duel haa happened between the Cheva- 
^ iiet de Guife and the young Baron de Luz t 
^ trtvd, to revenge bis father's deaths hath calt 
^* himfetf into the fanSe misfortune. He hath 
^ bcca much more pitied than his father, both 
*' ftr the ground of his quarrel^ and for his 
»» own worth, he being one of the beft horfe- 
«• men in thi« Court, and of a very good c&il- 
^ ngti as he haeh (hewed in this private fight, 
^ which was very long and very well maintained 
^^ on both fides, for he had thrte mortal wounds, 
^ and the Chevalier five, but all very favoiur^ 
^ aUd, fo that he is almoft already recovered 
f^ of thmH and his fecohd alfo, a Knight of 
'f Malta, called M#^de Giign^n, who bad a 
n dangcr^s thruft through the body. The 
*^ BaroA^s fecond, called Riolet, had only axuc 
« in hk hand. Of aU thefe champions, the 
f^ Chevalier hath carried away the chief honour ; 
J' not lb much for the refpe(ft of his quality, 
'^ which" he hath negledted in this aftion, as 
^' for his readinefs in the acceptance of the 
*' combat, and for his valour in the perform* 
'^ ance thereof with fo favourable a fuccefsi 
«« for as foon as he had received the challecige, 

VOL IV. M " which 
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" which was early in the morning, he. did not 
" take the leifure to read it, but put the fame 
*' in his pocket, and made himfelf prefentiy 
" ready; offering to Riolet, who brought him 
" the challenge, to go iingle. along with him 
'' to meet the Baron, who was alres\|dy out 
*^ of the gates ; but feeing he was defirous to 
*» have a fecond, he fent fecretly upon another 
^< pretence for the faid Knight of Malta; and 
<< fo having taken each of them a lakey and a 
♦^ good horfe out of the Duke of Guife hia 
y liable, they went forth and met the faid 
" Baron de Luz with his fecond, with whom 
^' they agreed to fight in their (hirts on horfe- 
<' back; which as foon as the Duke of Guife 
<' underftood, he caufed the gates of his houfe 
*' to be fhut^ left that any of his fervants or 
« friends Ihould go to his brother's affiftance; 
*• \vhich adion of thcixs hath gotten them 
♦' a great reputation here. And fo far was 
«• the Queen from (hewing hcrfelf offended 
" with it when fhe underftood the manner thereof, 
<« as that both the King and (he fent prefently^. 
'' to vi(it the Chevalier de Guife, and all the great 
'< ones of this Court have alfo vifited him." 
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hENRI DUG DE MONTMORENCt. 

Whew Henry the Fourth held this illuftrious 
and unfortunate Prince in his arms as his godfather 
ac the x:hriftening, he (aid, " What a fine infant 
f » js this fon of mine ! If tht Houfe of Bour-i^ 
'•' bon ibould fail, there is no family in Europe 
*' that has fuch claims as his to the Crown of 
•* France, of which it has always fupported and 
*' increafed the fplendor, at the expencc of its own 
« blood/* 

As this illullrious Nobleman was one day 
playii^ at hazard, he won a coniideriable fum of 
money. A gentleman Handing near him faid to 
his friend, " That now is a fum. which would 
« make a Gentleman's fortune/' — *' WoUlditfo, 
" Sir?'^ replied the Duke; " take it then, I only 
^« wifli that it were more/* 

As the Duke was walking one day in the 
fields near Thouloulc with another Nobleman, 
their difcourfe tumed upon the happinefs of 
men in different fituations, and whether thofe 
were moft to be envied who Were in eminent 
or thofe who were in low fituations of life. 
« Hoi" fays the Duke, on obferving three or 
four peafants, who were making their frugal 
meal under a tree, " thefe men ihall fettle the 
" pwnt for us/* He comes up to them, and 
Ma accofting 
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accofling them in his ufual gracious manner^ 
fays, " My friends, are you happy? Pray tell 
" me/' Three of them told him, •' that 
*' confining their happinefs to a few acres 
*' which they had received from their anccftors, 
" they defited nothing farther." The fourth 
faid, *^ that all that he wifhed was to be able 
^' to regain the pofleflion of a part of his pa- 
*' trimony, which had palTed into other hmdi 
•* by the misfortunes of fomc of his family.'* 
•* Well then, my friend, if you had it again, 
** you think that you fliould be hdppy?*'— 
'' As happy, my Lord Duke, I think, as a man 
«» can poffibiy be in this world," *» What would 
*' it coft you to recover it?" ^^ Two thoufand 
« livrcs. Sir."— «.Wdl, then," faid the Dufcc, 
turning to one of his attendants, '* prefent him 
'* wkh the money,' that I may fay I have had' 
*' the fatisfadbion to-dky of making one perfon 
«♦ happy." 

When Louis XIIL prefented him with the Mar<* 
fhal's flafFof France, he faid, «' Take it, my coufln ; 
•* you will do it more honour than it will do to 
•• you." The fame Sovereign fteing him as he 
was fetting out for the expedition againft Pied- 
mont, exclaimed, ^ Fbila ie pius brme bofumf de 
moH Rayaumey 

After the battle of Veillano, where the Duke 
behaved with the greatell valour^ M. de Cm- 
mail 



Digitized by 



Google 



]fi£NllI DUG I>£ MONTMOBENCI* 165 

mail aikcd him^ if ^midft fo mwiy dangers 
he h94 tt all thought of death. <* I have 
" karned^ Sir/' replied the Duke^ '* from my 
^' aq^eftors^ that the moft glorious life is that 
«' which finiihes on a vidlorious field of battle.'* 

When he was taken prifoner at the battle of 
Caftelnaudari) and was condemned to death 
bj the Parliament of Thouloufe^ as bearing arm$ 
^nft ^i^ Sovereign^ be laid to the two Judges 
who came to his prifon to fignify to him the 
fentence which the Parliamient had pronounced 
agaioft himi ** Gentlemen^ I thank you and your 
«' illuftrious Court. Alfure them that I look 
<< upon this fentence no lefs as proceedjing from 
♦* the mercy of Heaven, than from the juftice of 
«* my Prince.** 

St. Preuil^ who headed the troop which took 
the Dulce prifoner after the battk Qf Caftelnau*. 
dari^ fell at the iqet of his Sovereign, to requeft , 
the li^ of his illuflrious captive. Richelieu^ 
who was present while he was thus forcibly im* 
ploring the- clemency of Louis, cried outj " St. 
** Preuil> if his Majefty were to treat you as 
** you deferve, he would lay your head at your 
" heels*.** 

MontnEiorencij 

• The Cardinal nevVr forgave St. Preuil for telling his 
friends, « that if he had known that the Duke was to have 
>< perifhed on a fcafTddy he would have blown hi& hnins aut 
!♦ when he took him prifoner." 
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Montmorenci> when brought to his trial at 
Thouloufe, was^ contrary to the cuftom ofa-i 
fcrved with ftate-prifoncrs in France, placed! 
upon a ftool on a level with the Courjt, When 
the Judges delivered their opinions refpedHng 
the fentencc that was to take place upon this 
diftinguifhed culprit, the firft to whom the 
Prefidcnt applied, gave his opinion for death, the 
dreadful but wcU-deferved pujiifliment of him who 
appears in arms againft his Sovereign. The reft; 
one by one, rofe from their feats, uncovered 
their heads, but faid nothing; too plainly (hewing, 
by their mournful filence, the cruel neceflity they 
were under to difpenfc the rigid fentence of the 
law, however at variance with their wifhes and their 
afFedions. 

The Chancellor Seguier, Richelieu's meaneft 
minion, and who had been brought up by the 
father of the Duke, prefided at this tribunal (as 
it is faid) at his own particular defire. On his 
aflcing the Duke in the ufual forms of French 
criminal procedure, '• What was his naitie?'* the 
Duke replied, " I am fure, Sir, you ought 
*' to know it, who have fo long eaten the breaU 
•* of our Houfe." 

The Duke appeared much afFeded when he 
was afked whether he had any chil<;lren ; with 
ycfped to every thing elfe, he made his aofwefs 
^ (hort as pofiible. He not only adimtted the 

fad^s 
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ftfts of MrbicK he was accufed, but confdled 
feveral charges that were not brought agdiinft 
him, in hopes to fave the lives of thofe who 
had followed him in his fatal expedition. When 
li^wasafked^ iR4iether.the.Duke of Orleans, hit 
Sovereign's ..brother, had not prevailed upon 
him Co take up arms againit their mutual Sove- 
leign; he. replied, ^ that he did not pretend to 
^' lay aay blame upon him, but that it wai 
5f hU accHrfeddeftiny which had precipitated him 
*? intofogreata crime;" yet he always protefted, 
V\ the moft.fblemn manner, that he had not the 
Icaft intention to affcd the government of the 
courttry. 

The Duke, Coon after he had undergone his 
interrogatory, be^ed to be permitted to retire 
for a mcMnfient, when, addreffing the tribunal 
with a moft rfefpedful bow, he faid, ** Gen- 
^^ tlemen, I had nearly forgotten to tell you, 
«' that when M. Guillemot was confronted with 
•' me, I accufed him of having counterfeited 
*' my feal. 1 was then greatly agitated. I 
«' now completely difcharge him from the accu- 
** fation which I made againft him in that iitua- 
f' tioii« He is an honed man. I figned with my 
•* own hand the agreen>ent with the States of 
*f Languedoc,'* 

Soon after the condemnation of the Duke, the 
King fent for his Marlhal's Staff and his Collar 

of 
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krf* tht Order of die Moiy Ghoft. tllefe diftin** 
guUhcd Mnarks .of the Soveretgn*s favour, ftnd of 
f He Duice's merit, were iuought to Louk at he 
MiS,phyijog at Chdk. The Duke de Liancoort« 
find ^1 f he pcrfons of ruik who were in the room 
jwkh Louis, men and women, but*ft imp teani* 
<' Siite/' faid M.de Charlus, who iMs ftrit to the 
Puke by the King, «' behoM ihe Collar of the 
« Older and the Marftial*8 Staff, whith I pfeftnt 
«' 3^ou on the part 6f tlie unfortiinatd Due d^ 
«* Montmorenci. Me has given me in charge,' 
^« Sicf) to aflureyour Majefty, that he dies under 
«' the deepeft impreffion of forfow for having* 
*' offended you ; and that fo far from complain** 
<' ing of the fetnedce iby which he is condemned 
«* to die, he thinks it bears no proportion to the 
♦' enormity of the crime of which he h^ 'been 
<' guilty.'* Having laid this, M. de Charlus 
fell at the knees of the King^, and takiog boM of 
them with both bis hands, and burfting into 
tears, faid, " Ah Sire, ah Sire, pardon M. de 
•' Montmorenci 1 his anceftors have been fuch 
5' good fervants to your predeceflbrs! Pardon 
** him. Sire! pardon him!** At this inftant, 
€very perfon that was in the room fand it hap-» 
pcned to be extremely crowdcfd) men and women, 
as if imprcffed with one inftantancous impulfe,^ 
fell upon' thfeir knees, crying, *' Sire, for God*s 
<* faUe^ pardtm M* de Montmorenci!;* Louis, 

at 
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at this dreadful and affeding fcenc^ appeared to* 
tally unmoved. ** No/* Aid he, railing his voice, 
^* M. de Montmorenci muft not be pardoned. 
'' There cannot poflibly be any pardon for him. 
♦• You ought hot to be forry to fee a perfon die, 
*^ who has fo well deftrvcd to die as M. de Mom« 
•• morenci. The only favour that I can grant 
** him^ is^ that the executioner fhall nottielus 
** hands, and that he (hall only behead him.** 
When this was told to the Duke, his Surgeon 
(M. de Lucantc), who came to him to cut oflF 
his hair to prepare him for his execution, fell into 
afwoon by the fide of his Mafter. ** Ah! poor 
*' Lucantc," feid the Duke; ''you, who while I 
•* was in prifon fo firmly exhorted me to receive 
^* all my fufferings as coming from the hands of 
^* Him who made me — you, I fee, are more 
•< affliftcd than myfelf! Comfort yourfelf ; let 
^* me embrace you, and take my lafl: farewell of 
♦• you." Then turning to hi* Confeflbr, hefaid, 
♦'.J am ready to go to the fcaffold/'- 

The fcaffold was ercded in an inner court of 
the Town-houfe of Tiiouloufe, in which the Duk6 
was confined. In paffing to it, he obferved the 
flatue of Henry the Fourth, which flood in the 
middle of the area ; the ftatuc of a Monarch 
who had been in feme meafure indebted to the 
Duke-s father for the Crown of France. . He 
Aopped fome minutes, and looked at it very at*. 

tcntively. 
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tcntively^ refleding, perhaps, on the ingratitude 
' and cruielty of the King his fon. His Confeflbr^ 
who was befide him, alked him what was the 
matter, and whether he wanted any thing. *' Naj 
'* no, my good Father," replied the . i|luilrious 
Criminal, " I was merely looking at the llatue of 
•' Henry the Fourth. He was a great and a noble^ 
*' minded Prince. I had the honour to be his god:* 
f' fon. Let us go on." Then pointing to the fcaf^ 
* fold, he added, " That is my only road to Heaven.*' 
As foon as he came upon the fcafTold, he faluted 
the Commanding 0/ficer, and all the perfons pre- 
fent, more particularly the Town-Guards, who 
had orders to attend this melancholy ceremony in 
the drefs they wore on folemn occafions« He 
entreated them all to bear their teftimony to his 
Sovereign, that he died his mod obedient fubjed, 
and penetrated with the deeped contrition at 
having offended him. He then placed himfelf 
upon the block, and having committed his foul 
into the hands of the Author of his being, re-* 
ceived the fatal blow. The blood flew out upon 
the walls of the area; and fuch is ftill the venera- 
tion of the people of Thouloufe for the memory 
of M» de^ Montmorenci, that a few years ago 
they affedied, with tears in their eyes, to ftiew the 
marks of it upon the walls of the Court *.'* 

It 

• The Surgeons having opened the body to embalm it» 
found five mufquet balls within ic. I'hey remarked, that of 

the 
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It appears by the Memoirs of M. Piiyl^ur^ 
that this illuftrious culprit was decapitated by 
the Douioir, an inilrument of death much r&-r 
fcmbling the modern Guillotine. » 

Thus, by the hands of the executioner, and 
as a public fpedtacle on a fcafTold, periihcd Henri 
Due de Montmorenci, a Nobleman highly diftin«« 
guiflied for the fplendid virtues of munificoice 
and of courage, of no incompetent parts and un-» 
derftanding, a Peer and Marihal of France; 
Knight of the Venerable Order of the Holy 
Ghoft, and the firft Chriftian Baron of Europe*; 
qualities and titles which w'oufd have pleaded 
very ftrongly in favour of the life of him who 
poflefled them, had he not diminifhed their power, 
and deftroyed their influence, by committing 
treafon againft the executive government of his 
country ; the greateft crime which a fubjeft can 
commit; in itfelf but too apt to contain all other 
crimes, and in its own pernicious germ to inclofe 

the 

the feventeen wounds which he had received at the battle of 
Caflehiaudari, not one was xriortal. Soon after the Duke was 
taken prifoner, his Surgeon offered to drefs them. *• Oh! no, 
«< my gcbd fr.icnd,**. laid he, •* it is by no means neceflary ; 
** one more will foon cure Ihem all.'* 

• In a converfation with the late excellent Dr. Johnfon 
on the fubjeft of this Noblerfian, he faid, ** Had I bctn 
•* Richelieu, I could not have found in my heart to have 
<' fufFered the fird Chriflian fiaron to die by the hands of the 
•* Executioner." 
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the fteds of xipUie^ dey^ftatioQ^. and murder; the 
diflblution of all ord^^ w^ the deftru(3ion of 
civil focicty ♦. 

Pert Amaux^ the Conftflbr who attended the 
Duke to the fcaffold, came to Louis immediately 
after the execution^ to teli his Majefty in what 
manner hia illuftrious penitent had behaved in 
that awcful moment. '^ Your Majefty/' added 
he^ *' has given a very ilriking example to the 
«< worlds by the death of M. de Montmorenci t 
^* but God; by his great mercy^ has made him 
<' a Saint in Heaven."— *• Alas! my Father/* 
replied the Monarchy '* I ihould have been 
*' happy to have contributed to his (alvation by 
5' gentler methods.** 

To the Prince of Conde^ a relation of M. de 
Montmorencij this Prince faid, <^ How unhappy 
<< we Kings are, to hear accounts of things that 
«« iare made up part«i|lly on purpofe for ua; to 
*' have no confidence in our Acareft relatives, in 
*« jOur principal officers, and in thofc of whom 
«' we are fondcft; and to be obliged to regulate 
•' our condud: by thofe phantoms of politics that 

*^-arc 

• " Le phs granJ de maux ejf la gutrre civik. La paix 
^S efi k fauvezahi bicn. La guerre civile itant un dts plus 
** grands matue <pCon fuije comjMttrc contrc la ckariie du prom 
<' c^otn, on iu pent pas ajfez exaggercr/a grandeur de cciie 
^^/autc;,"'^Pe»t//esde Faecal.*' ' 
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*' are but too often the intcrcfts of other perfons 
" affedtcdly made our own." 

Richelieu, in his •' Political Teftament/* fays, 
*♦ La tnort de Marillac et de Montmor'enci ont mis 
** dans un injlant Sous Us grands dans leur devoir.** 

The gentler Olivarez, Prime Minifter of Spain, 
faid to the French Ambaflador, on the execution 
of the Duke, « What! has Cardinal de Richelieu 
'* dared to put to death the greateft and moft 
'^ powerful Nobleman of France ? Has he for* 
*' gotten that he is himfelf a fubjeft ; that Kings 
•* die ; and that the execration which executions 
*' like this procure is eternal ?*• 

Could an aft of rebellion againft the Sovereign 
be ever pardonedjin a powerful Nobleman, what 
claims to mercy had this illuftrious Frenchman ! 
His charadler feems to have been compofed of the 
virtues which Ihould diftinguilh high rank, courage, 
and liberality. When, after the fatal battle of 
. Caftelttaudari, he was brought wounded in many 
places to be examined before the Parliament of 
Thouloufe, the Officer who had taken him pri- 
foner was alked by him, how he could identify 
his perfofti. " Alas, my Lord,'Vrcplicd he, with 
tears in his eyes, ** the flames and the fnioke \v^ith 
*? which you were covered prevented me at firft 
^ from diftinguilhing you ; but when I faw in 
!* the heat of the engagement a perfon, who, after 
^ having broken fix of our ranks, was ftill kill* 

" ing 
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'' ing fome of our foldiers in the feventh, I 
5« thought he could be no one except M. dc 
«• Montmorenci. I did not indeed certainly 
5* know that he was the perfon till I faw him 
*' lying upon the ground with his horfe dead upon 
« him." 

After having beaten the Hugutnot army near 
the Ifle of Rhe, he gave up to his foldiers all the 
plunder of the place which belonged to himfelf; 
and when he was told how very great it was^ and 
vhat a lacrifice he had made, he replied with a 
noble difdain^ ** I came not here to acquire money^ 
•• but glory.** 

On going to his Government in Languedoc, 
he called upon a young French Prince^ to 
whom he was related by marriage, who was 
fiudying at La Charite, and made him a pre- 
fent of a purfe of Louis d'ors. On his return, 
finding that the young Prince had kept it 
locked up in his bureau, he took it from him 
and threw it out of the window among the popu^ 
lace; then turning faidtohis relation, *J You oblige 
** me to do that for you which you ought to hay^ 
•* done for yourfclf. The firft duty of a Prince is 
** to be liberal to thofe who ftand in need of his 
" affiftance." 

His Sovereign, Louis the Thirteenth, would 
moft readily have granted him his pardon; but the 
vindidive Richelieu^ whofe favour he had rcfufed 

to 
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to court* would not permit him. The Duke wa$ 
fo beloved in his province (Languedoc), that for 
fca!r of a revolt of the people in his favour, he 
fuffercd m the Inner Court of the Town-houfe of 
TTiouloufe, at the foot of a marble ftatue of Heniy 
the Fourth. This circumftancc occafioned the 
following lines : 

Antipatrh flatuam^ nati implacaiilis ir& 

Occuhuiy inJignetmorUmanuquicadent. 
Jlhrum ingemuit neuter ^ tneafatavidenda: 

Orapairis, nati pe£foramarmor erani* 

The Duke is made to fpeak : 

Doom'd by the fon's rcfentful rage. 
Which neither tears nor prayers affuage. 
Beneath the royal father's feet 
A vile difgracefiil death I meet; 
Yet fympathetic with my date* 
Neither deplores my wretched fate : 
The Father's face, the Son's hard breaft. 
Alike of marble ftand confeft. 

' When the Duchefs of Montmorcnci was in- 
formed of. the death of her hufband, fhe ex- 
claimed, •* What ! is this, then, that King who 
•* is called Louis the Juft? Oh my God," faid 
(he, burfting into tears, *' my Montmorenci 
«* was the only thing that I loved ia thii world, 
«* and you have taken him from me, that I 
** may love you only!" The Duchefs retired 

to 
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to the Convent of the Vifiucion at MaHlinty 
where (he fpent the remainder of her days' ia 
forrow and in penitence. She ereded a mag*, 
nificent maufbleam in the chapel of the Con*^* 
vent to her beloved hulband^ which Ihe vificed 
cvtry day till (he died. She lived two years in 
this manner, when Louis pafling throagb Mini* 
lins fent one of his Gentlemen to enquire after 
her health. Sfic received him in the room in 
which (he always fat, which was hung withi 
black cloth, and illuminated by tapers, with a 
crucifix on the table, and a whole-length pic* 
tureof her deceafed hufband over the chimney. 
« Tell his Majefty, Sir/' faid (he, " I entreat 
^ you, how aftoni(hed I am that he (bould have 
«' the Icaft recoUcdlion of a widow fo wretched^ 
*' and fo unworthy of that honour which he does 
*^ her, as myfelf; but I pray you» do not forget to 
«« tell him all that you fee here." 

Richelieu himfelf imitated his Sovereign, and fent 
a Gentleman on his part to this dt (con(blate Prin- 
eels, as if to mock her,' who looked uppn him as the 
only caufe of her misfortunes. She replied to his 
compliments in the fame ftyle of dignity and of 
modecation. 

Madame de Montmorenci died at MouJjns in 
1664, after having in her retirement received the 
vilitsof Anneo^Aufttia, Louis, the Fourteenth^ 
and of Chridina, Queen of Sweden. 
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* "Ipt^. great Sftixefmw wa$ incenckd for the 
araiy; but, on his elder l;)rothqr's giving up the 
^(bopric of tjucan (a become a Cs^rthu^ftn^ ba 
was pr^vaile(i( upoii by his family to take ojrder^^ 
ta Vi? pvt in polTeffio^ qf that benefice* Hf 
yf^qHR^ th<? apccifery lwU& fqr th?^ purppfe o( 
the Pope, then Paul the Fifth, by i^fifyipg hi^ 
^s^ify^l regiftcr^ and gaining one year bjr t;his 
aftifH^ he xMdc up the terin reqpifite by the 
Ca^OAft The Pbpe, qot finding out th«? trick 
put upon him till it >¥as top latf » contj^nted hiwu 
fclf ^it¥ rajing» " Thi* ypung trm^ will n^t ftop 
»^ fcem, I ftn^y/' 

Ri^hijjicw perjw-meftl hi* e«prci|e for the dcgref 
^ D^or of Divinity M the Sorbpnne in hil 
tptfcopsl lobts^Ji^ tabii^ fchen not Sveitnd twenty 
years of age, and took for hit thoii»j " Qi»iJii»HU 
'^ mibJ.^WJm is like n myfclf J^' 

He eavlyriii life attached himfolf to Mary ide 
Madids, and ifi the difputdi between her and her 
fony Louis thc^llsrc^ekttii, took her parti for vhich 
he:v«kcbaiii0ieti4d Avignon^ There he imutCed 
his feifu^e {iy .iBtitiilg^^^ C^atechifm/' 4nd <'. Ti)e 
.•• loftruftions of a Chriftian/' which he after- 

ycL% IV. N wards 
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Vizards printed at the Louvre Prefs with great 
fplendor. 

On his return to Paris with the Queen, he was 
admitted into the Council^ as Secretary of State, 
againft the opinion of his Sovereign, who^told his 
other Miniftcrs that they would repent of their 
placing him in fo eminent a fitpation. Soon, 
however, in this fituation, his tranfcendant talents^ 
began to difplay thcmfelves, and he became Prime 
Minifter, with a plentitude of power and autho<« 
rity which no Minifter in France before his time 
ever poiTefled. 

He brought his brother from his retreat in a 
Carlhufian Convent, and made him a Cardinal, 
Archbifliop of Lyons, and Grand Almoner of 
France. The brother was dragged unwillingly 
into public life, and was continually writing to 
his brother at Paris to perfuade him to refign a 
fituation in which he had lb little time to attend 
to his Spiritual concerns* Thefc letters the 
Cardinal never read, after he had been a little 
iiled to their contents. 

Richelieu, amid all his other triumphs, was 
visry defirous of the diftin&ion which literary 
fame affords^ He offered M. Jay a confidetable 
fum of money, if he would permit him to have 
the ciedit of his learned Pojygbt .Bible ; and the 
Want of (liccefs of a political Comedy which he 
1 ' . wrote. 
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wrote, called *' VEurope^*^ gave him ferious un- 
eafinefs. 

Ridhelieu h^d the merit of inftituting the 
celebrated French Academy, and of eftablilhing 
a fiandard of the French language. In a femi- 
nary which he founded in his native town of 
Richelieu, he direded that the French language 
ihould be the only one taught at it^ and that the 
fciences ihould be communicated to the pupils 
in that language alone. 

So ambitious was the Cardinal to have every 
thing bend to his will, that he fpoiled the con« 
veniehce of the magnificent palace which he built 
at Richelieu, merely to preferve the room entire 
of the old Chateau in which he was born# 

One trait in the Cardinal's conduA muft ever 
demand our applaufe. An officious perfon came 
to his Eminence to inform him of certain free 
expreflions which fome perfons of confequence 
had made ufe of, refpeding his chamber and 
his condu(5l:, in his hearing. " Why how now, 
•* you fcoundrel," replied the Cardinal, «' have 
^^ you the impudence to curie and call me all 
** thefc names to my face, under pretence of 
^' their having been faid by other particular per<^ 
«' fons, who I know entertain the highcft refpeft 
'' for me?" Then ringing his bell, and turning 
to the page who anfwered it, he faid, " Go, one of 

N 2 "you. 
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'< jroui and turn rhiB troublefomt and maliciaus 
*• fellow down Hairs/' 

Richelieu Atone time, in the tinprofperoius events 
cif public aft'airs^ had caufcd his plate and jcwds 
to be packed up, md was preparing xo quit the 
kingdoni : he was, howcvfcr> advifcd by hk friend 
Cardinal de ia Valettc to get into his toach^ and 
ihew liimfejf openly to the people of Paris, Thi« 
advice he very wifely took* — He wis fome time 
afterward, if poflible^ in (till greater danger. Maiy 
de Medicis^ his old protedrefs, had f>revaii)ed. 
upon hik Soinereign to difmifs him frohi his in^ 
oEce, and a new Adminiftraiion v^as farnfring; 
he had, :ho\i'ever, the good ferifc and firmriefs of 
mind to demafad ar private sludience of his Majdfty, 
at which be prevailod with that 4fcendiincy which 
' ftrong minds muf{ eVer hsive over thoTe of a we^el* 
and feeWer texturei. 

Voltaijrcbad.fup^cd the fatnpUs *' Political 
<« Teftament". attfibiitied t<> this Cardinal to be a 
forgery. A *bpy of it has, hol^evicr, bben dif- 
co«cired ilnffiJ.biS death hi Che Libfary of the King 
«F Fratiife, iri hi« own. hand-writingk 
: . The Gardiofcl, according toScgrais, had hut 
hundrad thoufend iivrck a-year. He gave. one 
hunlrcd and twenty thmifand ctoVns of it in 
peniions ta rtien of learning aAd fcience, be-s. 
ttcnving hi that inanhcr the mdney U^hich bis ftWr 

would 
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would hav« cdft him. He wns a vidctudiawiin^ 
and never kept a table. 

Hie Comte de Charoft had.c;w/9 bsotb«rs, ojke a 
General, the other an ArcbjMibop. Richfdin^ 
one day complained to him of tbe.condutft of ^c 
Archbifhop. " Poles not your EmifWKc JcnoWj*' 
replied the Count, *' rhat yvixut thane are imnif 
*^ brothers in a family, the grcabsll blo^cjchi^iid is 
" always put into the Church ?•*— " Thankji to yw, 
^ M. de Charoft, for your compUinent/* <cp^cd 
the Cardinal. 

Richelieu, whofe genius ^imed at evcrf ^hu)g, 

m 

gave Defmarctz the plan of tl>e Comedy of « Lt^ 
" VySonair^s^** ivhich h^ con^pleted- The i-ady 
reprefented in it as bcif>g in love wjurh Atc,y;ynclcrj 
WAS Madame de Sable, \ihf> had paid ao iatteo* 
tipn to the Cardinol's add^eQes. This la^dc ^bc 
World fay, that Ihe was in love only with the 
Macedonian Hero. Richelieu likewife gave the 
plan of <* Miramc**^ to Defmarctz. 

• *« I pafTed the wixjter pf 1641 at Paris/* fays Abbe 
Aniauld, in his very entertaining Memoirs, " where the 
** Cardinal ctkbraicd the marriage of his niece with the Due 
«• d'Enguien, afterwards the great Condc, with great magni- 
♦' ficence. The .Comedy* of MirarjjLty of which ha Eminence 
" gave the plan to Dt^fmaretz, was reprefented on the Cardina rs 
«' private ^hcatvc, when the Queen was prcfent ; and ityfclf 
*•* as well.^s piany^olhcrs w;crp much ^ftonifhed that they had 

'' the 
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In the difFerpnt provifions vhich were expc- 
cfitcd for the fevcral commiffions which Richelieu 
held^ it was declared that he was to be obeyed as 
the King's own proper pcrfon. 

The Cardinal^ while in the agonies of death, 
*was aflced by his Confeflbr if he fincerely par- 
doned all his enemies. ** I never had atiy but 
«» thofe of the State," was the anfwer of the dying 
Penitent. 

Richelieu was refolved, that even his place of 
fepulturc fhould partake of that magnificence 
which had diftinguiflied whatever he had done 
throughout life. He ordered himfelf to be buried 
under the Dome of the celebrated College of the 
Sorbonne, which he had rebuilt with great 
fplendor. A maufoleum was eredled over him, 
at the expence of his niece'; it is the cbefd*ceuvre 

.of 

«« the boldncfe to Invite her Majefty to be a fpe^lator of aq 
*< intrigue which xnoft alTuredly could not pleafe her, and 
"which, from reafons of refpeft, I fhall not explain. But 
•' (he was obliged to fuffer this infuU, which it was reported 
•* (he had brought upon herfclf by the contempt with which 
^* (be had treated certain folicitations of the Cardinal. Her 
** Majefty was perhaps a little indemnified by the very fmall 
«' applaufe the Piece met with, which mortified his Eminence 
«« extremely- It wa^, indeed, the only fatisfaftion to be had 
** for the infolds pf a man who was* m after of evdry thing, 
*« and formidable to every one, whatever indignation might 
«* naturally enough be felt againft bim for fuch a conduft." 
^Mmoifif dc VAbbi Aknavxp. 

4 
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trfthat great fculptor M. Gitardon* Not long 
after it was finiftnoi, the Priucefs of CoBd6, filter 
to the Due de Montmorenci, whom Richclica 
had caufed to be beheaded, came to vifit it, and 
(pointing to the tomb) exclaimed, in the words 
of the Sifter of Lazarus to the Saviour of the 
World, " Domint fi fuiffes b/c, /rater mens noH 
" mortuus ejfet — Lord, hadft thou been here, our 
*' brother had not died/* 

Richelieu was a great Theologian ; hiE " Mr- 
" tbodes lUs Contrcfuer/es fur tou$ la Points de 
" la Foi,'' is fuppofed to be the. beft book that 
had appeared on the fubjed in France^ before 
Arnauld, Nicole, and BofTuet. He feems to 
have been very anxious that the Huguenots 
ihould^ become Catholics. " The Cardinal,'* 
fays Chorfy, *\ after having made the Calvinifts 
'* fubmit by force of arms, dcfigned to attempt 
" to win them over to the Catholic Faith by 
*' gentle means. For that purpofe he intended 
'« to give penfions to their principal Minifters, 
•' that might prevent their being in diftrcfs ; 
*^ and afairwards to appoint public conferences, 
*' at which nothing (hould be made ufe of as 
"proofs but the authority of the Scriptures 
" themfelvcs, without admitting tradition: He 
*^ entrufted his defign to Pere du Laurent, who 
'• had been a Proteftant Minifter when he was 
'* young. I will neither, faid the Cardinal to 

•' him 
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^ hitn, mako'uft of the Dodwrs of the Sorhotefci, 
'f vho are of ufe only againft the hetetks of old 
^ times; nor of the Rithers of the Oratory, verCwl 
<• in myftk divinity; nor of the Jefuits, too open 
^ and too violent enemies to the Proteftants. We 
*^ itiuft meiely ijuote to them the purp word, of 
^' God } they will then attend to us; and if thcj^ 
^f will but attend to what we iay^ they are our 
««own/* 

• When the Prinpefs^ Of Qihmene^ a Lady of 
gteac beauty, entreated the Cardinal to fpare the 
life of the Due de Montrftorenci, who had been 
her lover, and to remember what marks of frietid* 
ihip he had given him very ktely at Lyons whch 
there was a plot formed againfl him, Richelieu 
teplied in an angiy tone of voice, '* M^m^ 1 did 
i' not break firft with <he Duke/* 

On the day of the Duke's execution, tie found( 
fome French lines on bis table to this puiport : 

In this degenerate and yngi^ateful age,) 
Evils alone the memory engage: 
On plates of brafs v^c injuries engrave, 
And4:indnefs trtift upon the tracklrfs^ave, 

Richeiieu died completely worn out with fa. 
-I^uc Qf body and of mind, at the age of fifty- 
^ight. A few hours before he died he fent for 
M* Chicot, his phyficiani and de(ired. him as a 
.flian of lionour toteli him what he really tboy^ght 

of 
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«f Iha titnatMrn. '»In feur-and-twenty hours," 
leplied he, "your Eminence will be either ^ad 
♦* or cured.*' — Richelieu knew very well what 
Ihts iMint, and f^t fmmediaiely for his Cos^feC 
lor, who adrhiniftered the Utt SacramentB to hkn. 
With his eyes fixed Mientivcly upon the vcflcl 
which contained iSie holy detncnt, he exclaimed, 
•*OTOy Judge, condemn me, if, in what 1 havfc 
^ <k*ie, I have ever had Jany intentions but .tholfe 
f* of ferviftc: the King and the Cottntry V* 

H«s Sovereign, on being informed of his^deoA; 
SsM -ootlly, '' FBfta -ux grand poliiique mortV* 

Richelieu was, dui4ng the whole of his admi*. 
niftration, very iukg^eA to fleeplefs nights* Ht ' 
had filw^ys fey his hedlkle one of his .pages to read 
)x> hhyi it^en he was indifpofedto reft. A young 
man who had been recommended to him as one 
tff hisreadiets, imagining that the Cardinal was 
I9ileq9, was loofcii^ over fome papers that lay 
vpon \m b^. The Cardinal, who hod feigned 
to be aflecp merely to try the young man's diH- 
•crction and honour, darting fuddenly a look of 
great fternncfs upon him, ordered him immedi- 
ately to leave rtuc room, and never afterward to 
romc inwjliis prefence. 

On? of the Cardinal's maxims was, « That an 
•' unfortunate and an imprudent perfon were fyno- 
^^ nymotts terms.*' Of his own method of act- 
ing, he gave this accdtlnt to the Marquis de 

Vicuville. 



Digitized by 



Google 



. 186 CARDINAL RICHELIEU. 

\^uvillc. " I never dire undertake tny thing 

*' until I have well confidered it; but when I 

*' ha,ve once taken my refolution, I go diredly to 

•' my point. I throw down every thing that 

*' Hands in my way; I cut up every thing by the 

.*' roots that oppofes me; and thei^' I cover every 

*' thing with my Cardinal's robe.** — Richelieu 

ufed to fay, ** That the favourites of his Sovc* 

^' reign*, and their intrigues, gave him more 

*' trouble than all Europe taken together.'* The 

completed teftimony that was ever given to the 

talents of Richelieu was by Peter the Great, on 

feeing .the flatue of the Cardinal at the Sorbonnei 

" This/' faid he, " was a man to whom I Ihould 

*' very gladly have given one half of my domi* 

'* nions, if he would hs^ve governed the other half 

« for me.*' 

'' The Cardinal," fays Abb6 Brotier, •' knew 
" well the refources of the great country which 
*' he governed. He ufed to fay of it, France can 
«' raife fix hundred thoufand foot and one hun,- 
^' dred and fifty thoufand horfe, and be able to 
•' go to Vrar with them in a fortnight." 

The Cardinal's device was an oft rich, with this 
motto, in allufion to the fuppofcd power* that 

bird 

*'*.Z« Cabinet du Roi & fan petit Couch^rme cavfent plus 
" d* tmbarras que I' Europe entiere" 

<« FiedeKiciiitiLv/' 
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bird has of digcfting iron : " Foriis dura €$fuitJ^ 
According to Brotier, he firft put this motfo <ai 
the cannon of his Sovereign Louis the Thirteemii^ 
** Ratio ultima Regum^.** 

When Richelieu fcht the celebrated Abbe dc 
St. Cyran to the Caftle of Vinccnncs, his nieoc; 
.the Duchefs d'Aguillon, and many other per- 
fons, entreated him to give him his . iiber^^ 
He replied, *Mf in thelaft age Luther and Calvia 
*^ had been Ihut up in prifon, it would have faved 
^* Europe a great deal of troubleand of bloodihed.*' 

A favourite faying of Richelieu was, that 
^' fecrecy is the foul of all great affairs/' 

The Cardinal had an odd whim of having* 
Comedy compofcd by five different perfous, 
each of whom took an Ad. It was called *' Id 
** Comedie de Tuilleries^ par Us cinq Auteursf* 
it was reprefcnted before, the King and Qucca 
and the Court of France with great magnificence. 
The Adlors fat by themfeives on a bench. Chape- 
lain was fuppofed to have been the planner of it. 
He, however, only correfted the piece in fcvcnfl 
places. The Cardinal requefted his help in this 
bufinefs; promiling in return to give Cfaapelain 
his afTiftance on a fimilaroccafion. 

*' How happens it," faid the Cardinal one day 
to M. de Valancey, the difeur des bons mots of his 
pme at Paris, " that you, who fcatter your abufc 
^* upon every one, have never once taken it into 

« your 

• *• Paroles McmorabUs4** 
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'^ your head to And fauk with me ? 1$ it -faecftirftt 
*' you are afraid ?*^—'» No, Sir/* replied M. dc 
Valcnoeyjj "it is becaufe your Eminence com-* 
" mits no faults/' 

A fcarce niedal is fometioies met with in the 
cabinets of the curious, reprefenting on one fide 
the head of Louis XIII. with his ufual titles ; 
and on the other, the head of his Prime Minifter 
Richelieu, thus infcribed, " Nil fine CdnJiUo ;*' 
alluding, perhaps, to the favourite fayitig of hit 
Eminence, that an unfortunate and an imprudent^ 
pcrfon were in general fynonymous terms. Juvenal 
)iad indeed laid long before him^ 

Nullum numen abejl^ Ji Jit prudent i a. 

Pjudence to man each other aid fupplies. 
And claims him the prote£lion of the fkies, 

" The Cardinal de Richelieu and M. de Bul- 
<' liqn, Surintendaot of the Finance^j'^ fay^ M. 
£ourbpn, ** making an average between them^ are 
*' enabled to do every thing they dcfire. The 
*' firft hardly ever fleeps at all, and the laft is 
** always aOeep ; and yet every thing fuccecds as 
*' they wifti." May not Claudian's Epigram be 
applied to them ? 

MaUitn indulgetfomM ttoBefyue diefque 
Infanmis Pharius facra prophana rapit, ' 

Omnibus hcc It^la Gentes expofciie vtis 
Mallius ut vigihtf dormiat ut Plxarius. 

Bullion 
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BttUton thvQUgb m^h«9 and days his ilecp cxMidl, 
His watohful Colkagie all our tT«ai^« fpeBii»i . 
TheB,0 ye Gods! in fefety France to keep. 
Let Bullion wake, and Richelieu ever fleep ! 



ALPHONSE DE RICHELIEU, 

CARDINAL DE tTfOIfS, 

Was the brother of the great Cardinal of that 
name^ and iias prcfcntcd by Henry the Fourth 
to the Bifhopric of Lu^on, which he gave up to 
his brother, and became aCarthufian Monk of the 
Grande Chartreufc near Greaoble, where he re- 
fidcd for near twenty years, and was known in the 
Convent by the name of " Father Alphonfe." He 
was taken from this retreat by his brother (when 
he became Prime Miniftcr), and made Archbifhop 
<bf Lyons, Great Almoner of France, and Car- 
dinal. When the plague broke in his diocele, he 
diftinguilhed himfelf by his attention and liberality 
to his difeafed flock, whom he never could be 
prevailed upon to quit^ whjlft they were in thi« 
fiate of danger and diftrefl. 

On his death-bed he ordered his body to be 
buiied in the Chapel of an Hofpital at Lyons, 
wdth dws infcription : " Pauper natus /tm, pmU 
^ pertaiim vavi^ pauper »?wmr, fl infer panprns 

''fepeliri 
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^fipeliri voh — I was born poor, I made a vow of 
•• poverty, I die poor, and I anr\ buried amongft 
•• the poor."^ He told his Confcflbr in his laft 
moments, that he had rather have died as Father 
Alphonfe than Cardinal of Lyons. 

This Pi-elate, who like his brother, was a 
valetudinarian, was the means of bringing cho- 
cJolate into vogue as a diet in France. That diet 
acquires ito eiFort of maftication to become nu- 
tritive, and, united with fome faccharine fubftance, 
extremely well fupports thofe (as is particularly 
fhc cafe with perfons of a certain age in the Weft 
Indies) who have been deprived of their teeth. 



MARSHAL MARILLAC 

Was brought to the fcafFold by the fanguinary 
Richelieu in 1632. Forty years of fcrvicc, and 
his memory rehabilitated by the Parliament of 
Paris after the death of that Minifter, have re- 
florcd his name to that degree of refped and 
cftccm which it ever deferved. 

In order to be able to make out any accula^ 
tion againft the Marlhal, his enemies were obliged 
ro recur to fome trifling abufes in his conduft as 
Commander in Chief, to fome profits he had made 
by contrads, or that fome perfons under him had 

made 
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made on the building of the Citadel of Verdun. 
On hearing thefe charges read» he exclaimed to his 
Judges^ '^ What an extraordinary thing it is^ that 
^ a man of my rank fhould be profecuted with fo 
*' much fcverity and injuftice! After, all, there 
** occurs nothing in the charges againft me but the 
" words hay, ftraw, ftores, and mortar.'^ 

When he was required to give up the ftafFof 
Marihal of France, previous to his being led to 
execution; **The King,'* faid he, •* gave it to 
»' me, and put the power of it into my hands» 
^' which I have often ftained with the blood of 
'' his enemies: but now I return it to him in a 
*' manner much more bloody." 

As he was conducing to the Place de Grtvc 
to be executed, he pafled before the Hotel of 
Cardinal dc Richelieu. *« Alas!" faid he, '* in 
'^ that houfe I was promifed many things, which 
" to-day I find not to be true.'* 



MICHAEL MARILLAC . 
Was the elder brother of the Marihal of that name, 
and was made Keeper of the Seals of France in 
1626. They were taken from him in 1630, and 
he died in confinement in 1632. Tlie two bro« 
thers were much attached to Mary de Medicls, 

and 
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and iocvi^rcd the difplcalute of Rkbelirafor their 
attachmtnt t(vdiat perfecuted Princefs* 

M* de Marilkic ufitd to fay to the young 
La^ryers of his rime> \* Oniy take paias^ and be 
^ OToddJi and you muft rife in.yoiir profeflion/^ 
. He called hi$ high pffice an office of perpetuai 
denial : " For/* iaid he *^ I am ia general obliged 
^ to refufe nine requefb of ten that arc made 
^ to me.'* 

He often repeated what his predcccffor M. de 
L*Hop'rtal fays in his Poems of a Chancetior that 
vied to refofe nothings whether the requefts were 
juft or unjuft : *' That k is no praife to a wife 
*^ man to have one quality which he has in com-* 
** moA 9Fith a young ' prodigal^ or with a woman 
« who has loft her virtue.*' 



DUC DE ROHAN. 



This great General and excellent Politician 
firft fhcwed his talents in the latter capacity at 
the jnectiDg of the Protcftants at Saumur in 
l^ii^ where he took the part of the great and 
.good Sully, his father-io-law, againft the Due 
de Bouillon with fuccefs^ •' It was here/' faid he, 
'' that I laid the foundation of tlaat knowU:dge tfl 

" which 
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*' wKieh the greae ought particularly to ai)ply 
•^ themfelves, that of itianaging itiaftkind*,** 

The Duke had the courftge to refift CatdmftI 
RicKelieu, that idol of power to whom cvcty 
other knee in France bow«d. In fpito of the 
diftrdRs of the Huguenoc patty in France, 6f 
nrhich h<^ was the leader. He adopted the daring 
refolution t<^ aflemblc another army of that party, 
:fnd took care to let the Cardinal know, that pa^ 
ciftcation between the Catholics and Huguenots 
t^as the great objed of his dcfires; thut \vhatevcr 
might happen, he was refolved to perflft, «tf wdl 
as to perift himfelf with all the remains o*" hif 
pfirty, rnPh^r than not obtain a general peace con^ 
formably to the acknowledged cdic5ls for ihat pur- 
p6ft i and recommended to his Eminence to con- 
itder how dangerous it was to preclude a man of 
courage in arms fnom every hope of fafiety^ 

The pacification wa* foon afterwards figned by 
Louis the Thirteenth, at Alctz, June 17^ 1629, 
being ch* third which the Duke had the honouf 
to conclude with his Sovereign. He then retired 
to Venice, where he was received with every dif- 
dndlon due to his rank and charadler, and in 
which city he wrote the celebrated Memoirs of 
his Lift and NegociatioQs ; by which, means he 

* " J'a^jetU id Usfundemcnts dc la J^itncc que ks grands 
*« doivent fur touUs chjfes appundre^ qui eji de gagner ks 
«• hcmma,*' 

VOL. IV. o filled 
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filled up th^t leifure which to a man of his ardent 
and adive mind would have been infuppQitable 
without fome employment. He was often heard 
to fay,, that there Avas no misfortune could hap« 
pen to a man fo great as that of having nothing 
todo^ and that he really wondered how a rnaii of 
fenfe^could ever find himfelf in that horrid fitua-. 
tion { but which indeed always happened to thofe^ 
who» having lio powers of mind, cxifi only upon 
the favours of fortune; and that when her feeble 
power abandoned them, and they had loft the idle 
and iedudive air of the Court, they became ex-» 
pofed to vexation, and fell into fuch a flate of 
refttefihefs as rendered them incapable either of 
eafeor pleafure. 

His maxims as a General refpeding his coun- 
trymen were^ that they (hould always be placed 
by their Ccnnmander in fuch a manner that they 
might begin an engagement *• "I know well/* 
faid he one day, " the difpofuion of the French; 
^< they are incapable of maintaining foot by foot 
? any advantage they may haye gain^ over their 
'< enemies; they (hould always be kept in a pbfture 
<' of attack, and not of defence. Their quick 
f* and impetuous charader inclines them rather 
*' to a& than to fuiFer, and to advance xather 

*' than wait the attack of their enemies.** 

The 

• « II f out mtttrc Us Francois en ejlat dcfr upper hprmUrs.** 
»^Jiift0irc du Due de Rohan* 

4 
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. Hic celebrated Pert Jofeph^ the confidant of 
lUchelieu^ wrote by his order a lettet^ at from ihe 
Cardinal Infent of Spain to the Duke» by way of 
founding his inclinations toward that Court. The 
Duke replied* that he was too good a Frenchman^ 
jMld too dutiful a fubjedl to his King^ to pay the 
leafl: attention to any thing |hat was prejudicial 
to his Prince ; ^nd that however ill he was treated 
at his own Court, he had moft afiuredly very good 
reafons for complaint, but none for being defi-* 
cient in fidelity to his Prince* 

The Duke de Rohan was mortally wounded 
at the battle of Rhinsfield* Previous to the en^ 
gagement, the Duke ofWcymar, one of the moft 
diftinguifhed Generals of his time, delired him 
to give the word of command; adding, that he 
flrould be aihamed to give it himfelfj whilft be^ 
fore the greateft General in Europe. The Duke 
de Rohan replied, that he was- only. there to fight 
as a foldier under his orders, and to fee the dlfl 
ference there was between military operations 
which depend upon the underftanding and mere 
cMps dii main / but that if he really wi0ied to have 
his opinion on the prefent ftateof the army, he 
would very readily give it to him, to the beft 
of his abilities. 

The Duke of Wcy'mar confulted him and took^ 
/his advice, which proved unfortunate only to the 
Duke de Rohan, as he was wounded and taken 
Q 2 prifoner. 
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lh4DtikeOf.:Wey#i», mllyiftg his troops, toot 
^hc party prifchkrs who were carrying off thir 
fXike «de Rohan, amd had the inelanchoty hm^ 
ft&ion of giving hiin every alfiftancc in hii 
wittchtd ^j&tu&trdn- He died k ft^ days afftcfr tile 
fcngijgmtfit, oh the 'tliiftechth^f April 1638, in the 
\M*>ey &f Gdnfegsfldd, ti^herc Ms heart is depO* 
fited in a box : his body Iras carried With much 
fefieral ftomp to Xycrievh, and buried in tht great 
church of that city.- 

. V?*ftft Chef Chlefe '6f his party accufcd this 
great ihan ctf hftving fdlcf to Louis the ThirtttnA 
fbtrtt <>f thdirfortf^fles which they -kctc uhablc 
m-deffeftd, h<^ (kid Vith great indignation, prefatt- 
wfg^tiis brii^*t6 tJliem at thfc fa^nte time, •• Strike ! 
«* 'ftfttte'! Iilam '>K»ilfing to die by your hands, 
^'ifter Havii% fb 6ftch rifqued ihy life for your 
^ ftrvfct/'^ 

- Thc^Doke,'alfnbYigft Ihls varibui '^ther Svorksj 
iwdtc a bocrtc 6h the Interefl: of Prilicefe, ^ith a 
dttfitat*5ntO fhcCardinal de Rkhfelieu ; ih Which 
fre^cttfe'Ww^^/after Ynentiorting the great difficul- 
tfis«a(fcmdMt on the gOvernnlent 6f a kingdom, 
flat -nb c^rt^ afid invariable rule can 'be hid 
down for it, and that what caufes a revolution in 
ikclitenrs'df A(e ux^ld, caufe d\fo a compleat 
altftmtiofa m tht ftinaameneal maxims cf govern -• » 
iwht, ^ therefore,'' addfi hc^ " thdfepctfdns who 

•* conduft 
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«^ conduA thcmfelvcs more hjr exaonples of paft 
<« times than by reafpi^ ukea irom the pre- 
" fcnt (ituation of things, of necefiity makcm^ny 
" miftakes." 

. In his chapter oa the Intereft of England, he 
fays, 

♦' England, which is like a fmali (epatate worlds 
*' had nothing to do with other States, unlefs 
*' when the ncceflity to prpfe<5t Us cqiw*rce 
<' obiigcd it, which v;s).s thei^ its true inse^eft. . |t 
'' is by that it has acquired its wea)t^, w^ici^, 
«* joined to its iitu9tion> has jrendf red it fo con^ 
'' lideraWe. But fince, under the {ti^dfiw of tbfi 
*' myfterious marriage between PhJ'lp apd M^ry, 
" the politics of Spain have infenfibly entered 
" into thole of England, which before that time 
** had maxims of policy of its own, it has, by 
*' littie and little, fomctimes accommodated itfclf 
'* to the intercfts of France, and fometimes to thofe 
^' Spain. 

" Queen Elizabeth," added he, "who by her 
f* prudent 'government has equalled the fanui of 
" the greateft Sovereigns that Chriftian Europe 
'' ever poffefled, well acquainted with the fidiau 
f' tion of her kingdom, thought that the true 
M interpft of it was to keep it \n ^ ftatc of pcr4 
K^ fedl union, having deftroycd all the remains of 
»' the former fa^ipps ; very wifely judging, that 
f* f ngl^nd is » gr$at animal which pan nevei dii 

•' unjcjs 
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♦• unlcfs, it deftfoys itfdf: " Que I'Atigleterre eft 
** »» grand animal qui ne pent jamais mourir s*il ne 
*' Je tue hi me/me.** 



CARDINAL DE BERULLE. 

This pious man died, as the late excellent Mr, 
Granger died, while he was celebrating the Sacra- 
ment. The Cardinal fell dead upon the fteps of 
the altar^ at the moment of Confecratlon, as he 
was pronouncing the words " banc igitur obla^ 
^* tionem*** This occafioncd the following diftich; 

C^pta fub ixtremis n^que^ dum Jacra facerdos 
Perficfn^ dt falUm vidima pirficidm. 

In vain the rovcrend Pontiff tries 
To terminate the facrifice ; 
Himfelf within the holy walls 
The Heav*n-devoted \\&\m falls. 

Cardinal BeruUc came over with Henrietta 
Maria, Queen of Charles the Firft, to England, 
as her Confeflbr, to the Court of which he en- 
deared himfelf by the fandlity of his morals, and 
the extreme propriety of his behaviour. Like 
the late learned and excellent Dr. Balguy, he 
poflefled the nolo epifcopari in the extremeft purity 
•f intention; for when his Sovereign Louis the 

Thirteenth 
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Thirteenth of France prefled him to take the 
Biihopric of Leon^ he refufed; and on that 
Monarch's telling him that he fhould employ the 
i^licitation of a more powerful advocate than 
himfelf (meaning the Pope) to prevail upon him 
to accept of it, he faid ^' that if his Majefty 
^' continued to prtfs h)m> he ihould be obliged 
*' to quit his kingdoni.*' - 

He eftabliflied the venerable Order of the 
Fathers of the Oratory in France, founded bjr 
San Philippo Neri, and was a man of fuch emi« 
nent goodnefs, that Pope Leo the Xlth faid of 
him, when he faw him at Rome as a iimple friar^. 
^' Le Pere BeruUe n'eft pas un bomme^ c*eft un ange.*\ 



JACQUES CALLOT. 



This excellent Engraver was bom a fubjed of 
the Duke of Lorraine. When Nancy was taken 
from that Prince by Cardinal Richelieu, he wiflied 
Callot to make a fet of prints defcriptive of the 
fiege of that important place* The Artift rc- 
fiifed; and, on the Cardinal's infilling with him 
very peremptorily, he replied, " My Lord, if 
^ you continue to urge me, I will cut oiF the 
•« thumb of my right hand with my pen-knifo 

w before 
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<^ bcfiHie your &ce. I wHl nerer canfent to per* 
'* petuate the calamity and difgrace of my $ove« 
«* reign and proteftor.** 

Callot wore, attached to hia button^faole, one 
of his fmall coppcr-plates> which he thovght his 
ct(f^*auvrfp Were evcfy diftiijdion of oma*. 
menc as welt applied, vhp would not envy Sove- 
reigns the power of beftowing them? 

This great Artift's mafter^piece is his " Mi-- 

•♦ ferifis of War;*' miferics which, inthepre* 

fait diftradbed ftate of Europe 4o not require 

to be recalled to our minds by the powers of 

4jnitatibn* 



CAMPANELLA. 



This celebrated Dominican Friar of Naplqs is 
9ientioned by Mr* Burke iti his ingenious *^ Eflaf 
" on the Sublime and Beautiful/* He was «C'- 
cufcd of treafon and of hcrefy by an aged Friar of 
hifi own Order with whom he difputed^ and over 
whom^ moft probably, he had the advantage la 
thcdifpute. He ^as imprifoncd for twcnpy-^feven 
years, and was pur to the rack fevcn times, for 
twenty^four hours each time. By the pov^tr of 

abftradtion 
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ihftraftioniM^hkh bU mind poifcQe^^ Hr bore the 
tortures infiided uppn him with the greateA tnw^ - 
quillity. He was delivered from his coi^fincpficK 
at the folicitation of Pope Urban VIII. in 16^4, 

and came to Paris, wfiere he was much confi- 
dered by Cardinal Richelieu. Campanella wrote 
*' Aibeifmus Trinmfhaius*' and •* M9narchU 
" Meffiiei** bool^$ now become extremely ffcarcc, 
Jike many others, from their not beipg worth the 
rcpr^tiqg^ 



AUGUSTS PE THOU. 

It is fuppofed that the immediate caufe of 
the profccution of this excellent and intrepid 
man was, that his grandfather had mentioned 
Cardinal Richelieu's father in his celebrated Hif- 
tory of His Own Timee, in a manner nc<t much 
to his credit. His Judges were anxious to five 
him. »' M. le Cbancelier a beau dir^,*^ fays Riche- 
lieu, " ilfaut que Af . de Tbou meure 5 The Chancel- 
^ \oT may fay what he pleales, but M. dc Thdti 
^ muftdie*." 

Do 

• *'* He hiisput my father in his Iliftoiy,"' fald the vin- 
ilfllve Hichelicu, '* and JL will put bit gfandfon's nimc in 
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De Thou, whilfl he was in prifon^ had made a 
vow to endow a chapel whenever he gained his li- 
berty. On the morning of his execution he com- 
pofed the following infcription for himfclf : 

Chrifto Liberator! 

Votum in carccre pro liberate conceptum, 

T. Augustus Thuanus 

E carccre vita jam jam liberandus 

Morte folvit xii Junii, 1642, 

Confitebar tibi Domine, quoniam exaudifti me Hr 

fa£tus es mibi in falutem. 

He died with great courage* 



LA COMTESSE DE SAINT BALMONT. 

•• It was in the year 1638/' fays Abbe 
Arnauld, in his very amufing Memoirs, '* that 
** I had the honour to become acquainted with 
" that Amazon of' our times Madame de Saint 
^< Balmont, whole life was a prodigy of courage 
V and of virtue, uniting in her perfon all tfi^ 
*' valour of a determined foldier, and all tho 
^' modefty of a truly Chriftian woman. She 
«' was of a very good family of Lorraine, and 
•* was born with a difpofition worthy of her 

*« birth. 
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^' birth. The beauty of her face correfpondcd 
f* to that of her mind, but her fh^ by no 
^' means agreed with it^ being fmall ahd rather 
** clumfy. Providence, who had deftined her 
** for a life more laboriow than that which 
^' females in general lead^ had formed her more 
'^ robuft and more able to bear bodily fatigue. 
*' It had infpired her with fo great a contempt 
*' for beauty, that when fhe had the fmalUpox 
*' (he was as pleafed to be marked with it as 
" other'women are afflidted on a fimilar oc-ca- 
»« (ion, and faid, that it would enable her to 
^^ be more like a man. She was married to the 
" Count de Saint Balmont, who was not infe- 
'* rior to her either in birth or in merit. They 
^ lived together very happily till the troubles 
** that arofe in Lorraine obliged thetn to fq>a- 
^f rate. The Count was conftantly employed 
*' by the Duke his Sovereign in a manner fuit- 
** able to his rank and difpolition, except when 
** he once gave him the command of a poor 
^* feeble fortrefs, in which he had the aflurancc- 
'^to relift the arms of Louis XI Vi for feveral 
'» days together, at the rifque of being treated 
'** with the extremeft fevierity of military law, 
'' which denounces* the moft infamous and de- 
** grading puniftiment againft all thofc Officers 
*' who hold out without any profpedk of fuccefs. 
^* M. de Saiat Balmont went indeed fiirther, 

' •' and 



Digitized by 



Google 



" ftnd added infplenfcc to rtJhncft; for^it every 
" fhat of cannon ttot wa^ fired at the fortreft, 
*' he uppe^rcd at (he windows attended by 
" feme fiddlers, who played by his fide. Thk 
'* m^dnefs (for one cannot call it by a more 
•' gentle Dftfne} had nearly eoft him vely dear. 
*< for when he w^s take^i prifpfier it w^s ^gt^ 
•* tated in the Council of War, eeropofed of 
•' the Officers whc^n he had treated with fhis 
" infolenee, whether he ihould not be hung up 
'^ imiDediately ; but regard wais paid to his 
** birth, and perhaps to his courage, however 
*' indifcreet, Madarpe de S^int Balmc^it re- 
'^ mained upon hi^ eftates to ta^e care of th^m. 
" J^ithertQ (be had only exerted her f9ldieF- 
'* like d^fpofition in hunting ^nd i^iootirig 
.«< (whifh is a kind of a w^r), but very foon an 
*' opportunity prefented itfclf of realizing it, 
*' and it wfis this: An Officer in our cavaliy 
*' had taken up his quarters upon one of her 
" hufband's eftates, and was living there at dif- 
•' crction. Madarne de Saint Balmont fent 
*' hina a vfcry civil letter of complaint on his 
*' ill behaviour, which he treated with great 
" contcn^pt. Piqued at this, Ihe was refolvcd 
" that he (hould give h^f fatisfadlion, and 
'' merely confulting her refentment, fhc wrote 
y him a note, (igned, Isf Cbfva/ier de S(^ini 
y Bahnont. In this note ihe obferved to him, 

*' that 
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^' that die ubgnAlteian^Uke ihamer in Whfch 
*' he had bchaVcd to tiis fiftcf-m-law, obliged 
*^ hita to refedc it^ and to defire that he \veuki 
'< give hiih with his fwohi that fati^fadion which 
•' his letter hlid rcfufed. The Officer accepted 
*« the /chiUeitge» Md r^Amd to (^heplacd ap^ 
<^ pointed. Madame de Saint BaJ[iYH)nl -met 
•Vhina dfefled in men's clCithis^. They im- 
^'mediately drew their fword«i and our he* 
'* roifte had the^dvantage of him; when, after 
«* hiving difarmed hirti, (he faid, with a very 
!^' gracious fcnlkb You*lhaught> Sir^ 1 make no 
^« doubt^ that yoo: wptt %hcing with Le Che-^ 
•' valier de Saint Baimont j it is^ however, a 
•* female of ^hat name who returns, yoti your 
" fword> and begs you in future to pay mor/5 
** regard to the requcfts of the Ladies. She 
•* then left him, covered with Ihame ancj con- 
«' fufion: and> as the ftory goest, he immedi- 
". ately ^bfented hiimfelf, s^nd no one ever law 
** him afterwards. But be that as it may, this 
" incidfent ferving merely to inflame the cou- 
" rage of the feir challenger, ftie did not reft 
*" fatfi&fkd with merely prefcrving her eftates by 
" repel ling force by force, but flie afforded pro- 
« tc<ftioh to many of the , Gentlemen in her 
^' ttcighbourhood, ' ^vhp leade no icruple to 
<< take tefuge in her village, and to put them»- 
*' felvts uhder her orders when (he took the 

" field. 
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*' fields which (he always did with fuccefs^ her 
*' defigns being executed with a prudence equal 
" Vj her courage. I have often, fays the Abbe; 
*' been in company with this extraordinary per- 
^ fonage at the houfc of Madame de Feu- 
** quieres^ wife to the celebrated Marfhal of 
«• that name, at Verdun; and it was quite 
•' ridiculous to fee bow embarrafied fhe ap- 
** peared in her female drcfs, and* (after flie 
^ had quitted it in town) with what eafe and 
«* fpirit (he got on horfeback, and attended the 
«' ladies that were of her party, and whom flic had 
♦« left in her carriage, in their little excuriionsintd 
^* thecountry* 

•^ The manner of living, however, of Ma- 
« dame de Saint Balmont, fo far removed from 
'• that of her fcx, and which in all other females 
'♦ who have attempted it, has ever been found 
'* united with libcrtinifm of manners, was in 
^* her accompanied with nothing that bore the 
•♦ leaft rcfcmblance to it. When flie was at 
'^ home in time of peace, her whole day was 
" employed in the offices of religion; in 
'' prayers, in reading the Bible and books of 
•' devotion, in vifiting the poor of her parifli, 
« whom flie was ever aflifting with the moft 
«• aftive zeal of charity. This manner of Hv- 
«' ing procured her the admiration and eftleerrt 
•• qf perfons of aH defcriptions in her neigh- 

" bourhood^ 
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'^ bonrhood, and infured her a degree of rc^ 
" fpe6^ that could not have been greater to- 
^' wards a Queen*." 



MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 

*' Thb mere name of this Lady/* fays Abbe 
Amauld^ ^ deferves an enlogium fxom thde 
<* who know how to appreciate fehfe^ wit^ and 
«* virtue. I (hall never forget/' adds he, ^ the 
'* firfl time (hat I had the honour to fee this ex- 
*• ccUent Woman in her coach with her fon and 
'' daughter. They realized what the Poets have 
'< told us of Latona between Apollo and young 
*' Diana, fo much beauty and elegance appeared 
^' in the Mother and her children. She then did 
" me the favour to promife me her fricndfliip, 
" and I am not a little. proud of haying prc- 
'* ferved to this day a prcfent fo dear and fo pre^ 
'' cious. But 1 rpuft fay indeed, to the honour 
'* of the Ladies, that I have ever found them 
•' more conftant in their fricndfhips than the Men. 

• The late excellent Duchcfs Dowager of Portland had a 
Ptimof thk extraordinary womaa in her Colleftioo. 
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«« By the Mtn I havb often been doccivedj-^ 
«' never by the Lkdics^" 



LEMERIUS. 



In the year i6i8, quoted the following Latin 
ircrfcs, cwhich, he fays, were writ;fcn' by a Pro-* 
tdtaat Advocate of the Parliaitient of .Parli^ 
ftty years. before that time; *' or rather,'* adds 
he, « biyr ' an Angcl, who dldatdd them to 
<« him:'' • 

FeflirifU proper curfu jdm femporis ordo^ 
Quo Jocuset Franci Majeflas prlfca Senaius, 
Papdy Shcerd$teSy Mljfcty Stmulachray Dliqtte 
fiRttiiy atque omHts/uper&s rxofa fotefla$ 
yudicio Domini jufidfuilata ptribunt. 

In the dark volumcvof refiftlefs Kate 
'What changes menace wretched Gallia's State! 
Jn otie, one liicklefs yet approaching hoar 
The Roman Pontiff's arrogated power ; 

The 



• The fagacious Dr. Franklin ufcd to fay, that the puieft 
and moft ufeful friend a man could pofliblc procure, wasi 
a Frenchwoman of a certain age who had no defigns upon 
his perfon ; *' .they are," added he, ** fo ready to do you fer- 
<* vice, and from their knowledge of the world know lb well 
" how to ferve you wifely.** 
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Tbe Mafs itfelf ; thePriefii, afacredtnun/ 
Who each time-honour'd rite with^eal msdntain; 
Weak morals raifed to the empyrean throne, 
Gods that man's bafe and wretched fabric own; 
Powers that the foul in flavUh fetters bind^ 
Debafe the noble nature o^ mankind. 
With their own phantoms fcare his gen'ibus breaft, ' 
And every fway exctpt their own deteft; 
Thcfe, *< whilft eternal juflicc rules this baU/' 
Thefci thcfe, by Heaven's own high bcheftj Aall fall ; 
In endlefs ruin and confufion hurVd, 
A dread example to a wond'ring world. 



M ARSHAL R AXTZAIT. 



What cont^-arieties often occUr ih the fame 
perfon ! How often the indulgence of one vice 
prevents the exertion and the advantage of many 
good qualities, and of many virtues ! Auberi du 
Maurier, in his " Memires de Hambourg;* thus 
defcribes the celebrated Marfhal Rantzau— 
" He was a German of 'high birth,^ and a Ge- 
" neral of fuch great note, tliat Mazarin ufcd 
" to oppofc him to the Prince of Condc, when 
'\ that great Commander had the misfortune 
" to be in arms againll his country and his 
« Prince/' M. Rantzau pofleflcd admirable 

voi.iv^ p qualities 
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qualitie$ both of body and mind4 He Has tall^ 
fair, and very handfbme. To fee him only, one 
would fay he was born to command. Ht was 
the fincft horfcman ever beheld. He would hit 
afmgle piece of money with a piftol at a hun- 
dmd p^cs diftant. He was invincible with the 
fmall-fword. He fpoke the principal languages 
of Europe^ and had a general tafte for the fciences. 
He was acquainted with all the great Generals of 
the age, having made war under them from the 
moment he was able to bear arms. He faid in 
converfation many lively things; and as an in- 
fallible proof of the force of his eloquence in any 
council of war in which he ever fat, he always 
drew' over the other Members to be of his fenti- 
ments, fo ably did he fupport them with power- 
ful reafons. If he fpoke well^ he wrote ftill 
better. To his courage nothing was impoflible. 
He polfefTed perfed coolnefs in the greateft dan- 
ger> and found expedients under the heaviefl mif- 
fortunes. His liberality procured him the love 
and efteem of his foldiers, and no General knew 
how to give his orders Co well. But fo many 
excellent and rare virtues wereeffiiccd by his great 
vices. .Never was there a more determined de- 
bauchce. He loved wine and women to excefs, 
and the moil feafoned drinkers were afraid of 
him. He fought their company from all parts, 
and no. ope coUld equal him in this fpecies of 

vice. 
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Vice. He Ibtnetimcs remained in a ftat^ of in- 
fettfibility for whole days. The difordcr that 
reigned in his private ajfFairs^ was inconceivable. 
He gAve away whatever he had about him with- 
4)lft difcritriinatioh, and he always had much' 
ihfidncy irt hii pocket, which he tvas robbed of 
during fcs inebriety. Thus", like a calk without 
bdtWrtt^ all the riches of India would not havtf 
been fufficient for him, and he found hiitifelf 
compelled to fell all his effc(?ts for little or no- 
diing* He often loft his bcftfriends for a bon^mot: 
Du Maurier, Who was Rantzau's great friend, 
told this extraordinary man one day, that his ex- 
ceflb and irregularities would deftroy his health, 
and thAt they would prevent his rifing to the 
principal employments in the State. '« I would' 
*• not,** anfwered he, darting a moft ferocious and 
haggard look upon Du Maurier, ^* I would not 
*' give up my pleafures to become Emperor of 
*« Germany." His excefics, during die fiege of 
Dunkirk by the Spaniards; arc thought to haVe 
loft that place. He was, however, confined for 
fbme time in the caftle of Vincennes for this fup- 
pofed negled, and was cleared from any imputa- 
tion of trdidhery or of cowardice. He died foon 
after hh releafe. During the fiege of Gravelines, 
he had one day appointed the Duke of Orleans, 
arid fomc of the principal French Nobility to fup 
with hini. He went, however^ in the morning. 

Fa to 
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to pay a viiit to the famous Dutch Admiral Vm 
TromJ>, where he got fo drunk with Malaga wincf^ 
that he fell under the table as if he was^ dead^ 
and was obliged to be put to bed. His Aid-du-* 
camp, made an apology to the Duke of Orleans 
for his mailer's not being able to attend him at 
fupper^ and put it upon an exceffive fwell of the 
fea^ which had prevented his leaving the Admiral's 
Ihip. ' 

To fhew the dangers of cbriety, the Catholic 
I^egends tell us of fome Hermit to whom the 
Devil gave his choice of three crimes ; two of them 
of the moft atrocious kind^ and the other to be 
drunks The poor Saint chofe the lafl:^ as the lead 
of the three; but when drank^ committed the 
otbertwo^. 

The baneful cfFeds of this pernicious vice upon 
the body are defcribed by the ingenious Dr. Dar- 
win, in his " Zoonomia^** under an allegory which 
would not have di%rac6d the fplendid imagination 
pf Lord Bacon himfelfi 

" Prometheus/' fays tbeDoftor, *' was painted 
'' as ftcaling fire from- Heaven, that might well 
" reprcfenc the inflammable fpirit produced by 
'' fermentation, which may be fai4 to animate or 
•' enliven .the man of clay; whence the conquefts 
" of Bacchus, as well as the temporary mirth and 
'' noifcof his devotees. But the after-punilhment 
'• of thofc who (leal this accurfed fire, is a vulture 

*' gnawing 
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" gnawing the liver, and well allegorizes the poor 
*' inebriate lingering for yevs under (toinful 
" difeafes/* 

. And that the graces and energies of pqctry tAay 
come in s^id of the figure fo i^rongly dq>i)6kd in 
profe, the fame grefit PhyfiblOgift, ift hi**f Ba» 
♦« tanic Garden/' .in the moft fubiinae imagery; 
and with the greafeft ftrength of pcrfoaiiication; 
has comppfed a pidure which (hould be painted 
and hung up in every chitiiber dedicated to Bac-» 
^hanalian^feftivity. * 

Dr. Darwin perfonifies the Goddefs of Wine 
under the name of; Vxtis> ivhp.tluts ^oeflcs^her 
YOCarie^: • \ri t 

** Drink deep, fwcft Youths," fedudllve Vitis ciies,\ 
The maudlin tear-drop gliftening in her eyes; 
Green leaves and purple clufters crown her head. ' 
And the tall thytfus ftays her tdtfring tread t . • 
^* Prink d^ep,*' fke carjols, as Ae waves io air i : ' 
Thp mantling g^h^et, *' and forget your eare J* i -{ 
O'er the dread fcaft malignant Chymia fcowls, . ^ 
And mingles poifon in the ned^ar'd bowls. 
Fell Gout peeps grinning thro' the Jflimfy fpeo?,\ 
And bloated Dropfy keeps behind u^fo^n. '^ 

Wrapp'd in her robe, white Lepra hides her ftams, 
And filent }*Venzy, wriibing, bites his ci^ins* - 
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MALHERBE. , 

Thts great poet was apt to be a little cauftic in 
conver&tion. Some one was talking before him 
of the nobility of his family : '' Alas ! my good 
«» friend," replied he, " it is in the power of one 
/< woman to taint the blood of Charlemagne him- 
^ iblf." Speaking one day of the wickednefs of 
mankind, he faid, ** Why, when there were only 
•' three or four perfons in the world, one of them 
•*. killed his bi«her-'' 

Malberbc, though perhaps the firft good poeC 
that France ever produced, thought fo flightly 
of the merit of his productions, that he ufcd to 
fay, " a good poet was of no more ufe to a 
«^ State than a good player at quoits/* He ob- 
fervcd, " that the tcft of good verfes was, when 
•' they were got by heart.** Every one remem- 
bers his celebrated ftanza upon the ccrt^ipty of 
death : 

Ls pauun inja cakme, 
Ou la cbaumt k cotwre, 

Efijujet d/es ioix. 
^ la garde que viflle aux barrieres ii Louvrr, 

N^enJefmdpas nos Rots. 
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GODEAU, 

Ufcd to fay^ that to compofcj was an Author's 
Heaven; to corredl his Works, an Author's 
Purgatory; but to correal the Prcfs, an Author's 
Hdl 



PEYRESC. 



This learned Frenchman was in England for 
a few months in 1606,. He was prcSuMA^^ 
King James, who bft^n fent for him to convefft 
with him> and was particularly pleafed with th4! 
following incident^ which Peyreic related to him. 

Peyrefi: was prefenc at a dinner given by fytM 
perfon of confequence in London, who had ih^ 
vited many men of learning and of fcience to 
meet him. In the middle of the dinner, one of ^ 
them, Dr, Torie, drank to Peyrcfc out of an im- 
mcnfe cup, filled with llrong wine, and ple<%ed 
him to drink it after him. Peyrefc excu&d him- 
felf, no lefs on account of the i!ze of the copM 
than on account of the liquor it contaihod; giving 
as reafons, the weaknefs of his flomaoh, and hia 
IWt being at all ufed to drink wine. The excufe, 

however, 
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howeytr, was not. allowed^ and he confented to 
drink after Dr. Torie, provided he might after- 
wards be permitted to challenge him in any liquor 
that he pleafed. To this the company as well as 
the Doftof confented. Peyrefc then immediateiy 
taking the bowl in his hand, drank it off boldly, 
all at once, and filling it again with water, he 
drank to Dr. Torie. The Dodlor, little ufed to 
fuch potions, beheld him with aftonifiiment and 
affright; yet, as he was not allowed to recede fromi 
his agreement, he puffed and blowed^ put the cup. 
often to his mouth, and as often took it way again, 
pouring out at the intervals fo many vcrfes from 
the Gredc and Roman Poets, that the day was near 
expended before he could get all the water down 
his throat, fo little was he accuftomed to fo frigid 
a beverage- 

. Gaflcndi, who wrote the Life of Peyrefc in 
tcry elegant Ljitin, mentions this ftory. Gaffendi's 
Life was tranflated into Englilh by Dr. Rand, 
who dedicated it to Mr, Evelyn, the Author of 
<* Sylva,'* whom, from the general extent of his 
knowledge, and his love of learning, he calls 
" the Englilh Peyrefc." 

Gdffirndi, in his Life of Peyrefc, mentions a 
ycry curious coincidence of an event aft^r a dream, 
which, had it ' happened to a man of a lefs 
fcrcihlc piind than that of Peyrefc, might have 

rendcrccj 
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rendered him fupcrftitious for the remainder of 
his life. ' . , 

Peyrcfc and M. Rainier lodged together at an 
inn in the mid*way between Montpellier and 
Nifmes. They went to bed in the fame room^^ 
and in the midft of the night Rainier hearing his 
friend make a great noife in his fleep, awoke him^ 
and alked him what was the matter with him that 
his fleep was fo difturbed. «' Alas ! my good 
♦' friend/* replied Peyrofo, *^ you have fpoiled 
*' the moft agreeable dream I ever had. I dreamed 
f' that I was at Nifines, and that a goldftnjth of 
7^ that city ofibred me a golden coin of Julius 
f^ Casfar for four quart d'^cus^ and juft as I was 
^* giving him the money you awoke me.'' Peyrefc, 
thinking no more of his dreamj, went to Nifmes, 
and while his dinner was getting ready he walked 
about the town, and went (as his cuftom was) 
inta a gpjdfmith's (hop to alk if he had any thing 
curious to difpofc of. The goldfmith .told him 
that he had a coin of Julius Ciefar in gold. Pey^ 
xefc taking the coin, alked him the price of it^ 
and was told that it was four quart d'ecus. 
Peyrcfc returned to the inn of his friend, and told 
him with great rapture, that his dream, which 
his kindncis had ioterruptcd, was then realized 
fndeed. 
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LOUIS THE FOURTEENTH, 

CALLED T|i£ GREAT. 

[1543—1715.] 

From a converfation the great Prince of Condi 
had with this Prince when he was wcxy foung^ he 
iaid of him to Cardinal Mazarin, " There ia 
f^ ihiff enojugh in him to make three Kings and 
« one honeft man/' The (lattery and fervUitjr 
of his fubjeds deftroyed in Louis the kingly pare 
of his chara&er ; that of the honeft man remained^ 
9S Louis was fuppofed, during his very lo^g reign^ 
never to haye broken any promife which he had 
made, nor ever to have betrayed a ftcret confided 
to him. 

Louis, from very early life, appears to have 
^been modeft and prudentf Segrais iays. ths^ 
when this Monarch was about feventeen yeara 
of age. he followed him and h(s brother^ the 
Duke of Orleans, out of the play-houfe. 9nd 
that he heard the Duke aik the. King» what hG 
thought of the play they had juft then been 
feeing, and which had been well received by 
the audience. " Brother.*' replied Louis. *^ do 
** hot you know that I never pretend to give my 
*' opinion on any thing that I do not perfedly un-. 
^* derftand?'* 

In 
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la FdiiS^n^s W«rks tliere tre fom^ notes of s 
cofiverfation that {jafTed becwceq Louia, ilirar 
iK4>kmen, and himfelf^ at the fitgp of Lifle in 
1667. I^uu^ alter laeiiticning the diflkuUict 
and dangers that had occurred during the Ucgc of 
thiq tawn> adds^ **' All thefe cir<;umffauices liave 
<< only ferved tp render my courage ftrof^^cr ; and 
*« as they ^re in general Icnown to my army, t 
«* wa* afiaid that they i^oqld intimidare my 
'^ foldiersj and feeing that our fuccef3 would 
'« ^pend upqn our extreme v%ilance and uc« 
'< tivity, and in our preventing the inhabiunti 
'« of the pl^ce from becoming foldiers^ nrhick 
" they would do, if they were to gain the Icaft 
<< advantage over us, I thought that there was 
«* nothing but my example, and that of my 
^« pSicers^ and of my Nobility, that could in* 
'^ fpire my army with an extraordinary courage^ 
^^ that at firft aftonifted the enemy. On thefe 
'' accounts, i have been anxioui that my pie-r 
*« fence Ihould animate every adion of my fcU 
^* diers; and that nothing whatever mi^ht cf^ 
«f cape me, I h^ve pafled every night with the 
*' advanced guard, at th^ head of my fquadnms, 
«' and I haye fpent every day in the treiiches^ 
'' fo that if the enemy wi'flied to niake ai^ at« 
^* tempt upon my lines, or thought fit to make 
<' any fqrtie from the town^ I might have i^eeji 
'f prepared to charge upon them with all my 

« Court. 
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^ Court. Thefc then are the true reaions that 
<* have made me appear perhaps a little more ac- 
^ tive at the head of my army than a King ought 
^ to be (whb had not aU thefe motives), and 
^* in my litUation I am better pleafed with be* 
•* ing a little too rafli, when I fee the enemy, 
«» than with being a little too prudent. Yet 
*» flill you fee the enemy have fo far refpc<aed 
•* my perfon hitherto, that they have not yet fired 
«» at me, as they could eafily have done; and I 
^ hope that God will yet prcferve my-Hfe a long 
«' time, for the good of my kingdom, and that 1 
«• may live to acknowledge your fervices and yojur 
5f friendfhip. 

. ^ I know well/* added Louis, ^ that ca^ 
** lumny attacks the perfons of Kings as well as 
*» thofe of other men ; and though its arrows are 
«« more concealed, they do not fail to penetrate 
•* tht heart of every Sovereign, when they are 
«* only defended by the external marks of royalty. 
** When a King is pleafed with hearing himfelf 
«' continually praifed, and when his heart is a$ 
'♦ little nice as his ears, he is not unufually the 
" only perfon in his kingdom that is fatisficd 
«• with himfelf. Our facred perfon alone does 
«* not render our reputation facred; and though 
'^'I know very well, that there ought to be a 
•^ great deal of difference between the courage 
«» of a King and that of a private perfon, our 
I *• good 
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^^ good aftions and our virtmcs can alone inilire us 
*' immortality* 

** King's arc^ more cruelly treated with rc- 
** fpcd to their condud than other mcn> aa 
" their hearts are not^ like their adtion^^ ex* 
** pofed to the eyes of their fubjeds, Subjeds 
*» in genera! judge of the adlions of Princes 
*' from their own intcrefts and their, own paf- 
*' fions, and very rarely according to candour 
** and juftice. Thus it happens that Kings 
'* are often blamed for what they ought to be 
" praifed, and when perhaps, to perform their 
" duty properly, they arc forced to iacrificc 
" tvtry thing to the good of. their people. I 
" have always thought, that the firft ' virtue 
*• in a Sovereign is that of firmnefs of mind^ 
" and that he lliould never permit his refplutioa 
*' to be Ihaken either by blame or by praifc; and 
" that to govern well the kingdom entrufted to 
^* his care, the happinefs of his fubjedls fliould 
** be the pole to which his adions Ihould pointy 
" without taking the leaft notice of the ftorms 
*• and the different tempefts that may agitate his 
'' fhip.'* 

Louis when he was thirty-three years of age, 
wrote fomc diredions for his fon (U Grand 
Dauphin, as he was called),' which are prefcrved 
in the King's Library at Paris. Peliffon is 
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foppofed to have correded them. They begiii 
thus: 

•• You will find nothing, my fon, fo com*-^ 
^ pfetcly laborious as great idlcneis^ if you 
•* have the niisfortune tb fall into that vice: 
•• difgufted in the firft place with bufinefs, 
•• afterwards with your pleafures, and at laft 
•* with the idlenefs itfclf, and looking in vain for 
•• that which you can never find; the fweets of rc- 
■• pofc and of leifure, without fomc occupatioii or 
•• fomc fatigue that muft always precede that happy 
•* ftate* 

«« The principal bufineis of a King is to let 
•• g6od fenfe have fair play in every thing. 
•^ Good ifenfe afts naturally, and without any 
•* great effort. What employs us properly is 
^ very often attended witlj lefs fatigue than 
^ that which would merely amufe us, and the uti« 
«• lity of it is always evident. A King can have 
" no fatisfaftion equal to that of being able to ob- 
^ ferve every day how much he has increafed the 
«• happinefs of his fubjeds, and how thofe exceU 
•* lent projeds fucceed, of which* himfelf gave the 
•* plan and the defign. 

•' Cohfider after all, my dear fon, that we not 
•• only are deficient in gratitude, and in jufl:ice, 
^ but in prudence and in good fenfe, -when we 
^ do not pay the proper degree of veneration to 

•! that 
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^ that Being whofe vicogercnts {lituttHMs) only 
•* wc arc." 

In thefe obfervatioAs the natural good (enfe 
»id good intentions of the Monarch break out^ 
in fpite of the wretched and confined education 
which MazatJn gave him^ in order completely 
to govern him, and of which he and his people 
ever afterwards felt the ill efieds. Abbe dc 
Longuerue fays of Louis, '' that he was natu- 
*' rally a great friend of juftice, and of good 
" intentions, but that he was extrcn\cly igno« 
** rant in matters of fcience and literature;" 
or, as he puCs it more ftrongly «' il ne ffovoit 
*' rien dt rien. So/' fays he, " his Majefty was 
« continually deceived. He was really afraid 
^ of men of parts. // craignit Us e/prifs, that 
«* was his expreflion. A Foreign minifter," 
adds the Abbe, ♦^ ufed to fay, that there were 
•• moft affuredly in Louis the Fourteenth's 
^* time many men of merit in France, but 
" that really be never faw one of them in 
" place." 

Louis had a violent paflion for building, and 
preferred, it fcems, the marftiy and low fltuation 
pf Verfaillcs to the dry and elevated fite of St. 
Germain, that he might not fee from his windows 
the fteeples of the Royal Abbey of St. Denis, iii 
which his prcdeceifors had been buried, and in 
which himfelf was to reft. How mortified would 

this 
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this Prince have been, had he knOwn^ that in all 
the public and private' edifices taken together 
which he had caufed to be built, there are accord- 
ing to the calculation of a celebrated Scotch An« 
tiquary at Rome, fewer cubic feet of mafonry 
than in the fingle fabric erected by a Roman Em- 
peror, the Amphitheatre of Vefpafian ! 

Louis had the merit of knowing his own igno-- 
ranee in literary matters ; for when once on hisT 
paflage to the Army in Flanders, he had occafion 
to fpend fome time at a fmall Abbey of Bene- 
didins, the Prior talked to his Majefty about the 
charters it contained. ** Alas, Sir,*' replied Louis^ 
'' you are much too learned for me J My couiin 
** the Prince of Condc will be herein a few days: 
«* you may tell all this to him j he is the Dodor 
'* of our family.'* 

Louis one day afkcd Racine, who was tht 
French writer that had done, moft honour to his 
reign. Racine replied, *' Moliere, Sire/' •' I did 
«' not think fo," anfwcrcd, Louis, " but you are 
** a better judge of thefe matters than I am." 

As Louis's walk was different from that of his 
Courtiers, fo was his pronunciation. Franpis^ 
the name of his fubjefts, he always pronounced 
like the name of the Saint. 

Louis, on hearing feme public Speaker make 
ufe of thefe words, ^ Le Roiet Z'^/^/,'* exclaimed 
loudly, f' VEiatl c'ejl moi.*' And well indeed 

might 
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might he make that exclamation j for when, in 
the diftrefles of his kingdom, in th^ latter part of 
his life, he confulted the DoAors of the Sorbonne 
whether he might raife taxes by his own au- 
thority, without the formality of their being 
regiftered by the Parliaments of his kingdom^ 
they anfwered in the affirmative. 

In an Infcriptioi;! under his flatue he was 
thus ftiled:'*'The glory of Kings, the delight* 
'* of the human race, the terror of his enemies, 
'' the idol of his fubjedts, and the admiration 
«ofalV 

— nihil ifi^ qmd credere defe 
Nonpojfit^ cum laudatur Diis ctqua potejlas. 

Ye (hamelefs flatterers of a mortars pride. 
Your Monarch's power with that of Jov€ divides 
Cru(h'd by his dire and arbitrary fway, 
YourfeWes (hall curfe th' idolatry ye pay. 

Segrais fays, "that fome young Noblemen, 
** who were about the perfon of Louis the 
" Fourteenth, were talking one day before him 
" (when he was about eleven years old) of the 
•• dcfpotic power of the Emperors of ^Turkey, 
*• ancl what great things they did in confe- 
"quencc of it. Aye,'* faid the young Prince, 
*• this may be called reigning indeed/' The 
Marflial d'Eftr^-es, who happened to be prefent, 
faid, " Your Majefty perhaps does not know, 

VOL. IV. Q^ '• that 
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'' that even in the courfc of mijr life. I have known 
*' thrcc*or four of thefe Emperors put to death by 
«' the bow-ttring." Marlhal de Villeroi, Gover- 
nor to. the young King, immediately arofe from 
his feat;, went up to d'Eftr^cs^ and thanked him 
foe the excellent le/Ton which he had given to his 
royal pupil. 

Louis feema to have had one part of an honeft 
tod ingenuous mind : he was inclined to take ad- 
vice, aijd to altjcr his condudk when he was con- 
vinced it was wrong. His perfon was very beau- 
tiful, and he waa rery fond of exhibiting it. He 
very often danced upon the ftage of Verfailles in 
fome of Quinault's Operas. Racine, in the Tra- 
gedy of Britannicus, had the boldnefs and the 
kindnefe to fay of Nero, 

// ixcelli a conduire un char danf fa carrierey 
A difputer des prix indignes defes mainSy 
AJt donntr lui metHe enfpt£lacle au Romains. 

With futile ikill and ilKdired^ed grace, 
. He pants to outihip the chariots in the race. 
Gaz'd at by millions of plebeian eyes^ 
Froip his own fubjecls' hands he feeks the prize ^ 
A prize that but proclaims the vi6lor*s fhame ; 
How far below a Monarch's nobler aim 1 

The judicious Monarch took the hint, and 
neveraftcrwards appeared upon the ftage. 

Louis, who had excellent natural fcnfe, and 

who 
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^ho was by nd means fanguinaVy, was mbft'pro- 
• bably led into the cruelties which he pcrmittefcl to 
be exercifed agiinfl hii Pirotcftant fubjeds, by 
his fanatical Chancellor Le Tellierj and his Con- 
feflbr of the fame name; for in the Inftrufiions 
ta his Son before rneiitioned in this Article, he 
tells him, ** It appears to me, my Ibh, that^ 
^' thdfe pferfoniwho wifh to chiploy extreme and 
*' viblent meafures iio riot undetftand the nature 
** of this evil, occafioncd, in part, by the heat of 
'• the imagination j whicH (hould rather be fuf- 
•» fcred to die aWay, and to extinguifli itfelf in- 
" lenfiblf; than to be inflamed afreih by ftrong 
'* of^pofitioh^ more particularly "when the corrup- 
*' tion is not confined to a fmall number of per- 
*' fonis who are known, but difFufed throiigh all 
«' parts of the' State; And befides, thcfe Rcfor- 
"mers fpcak troth upon many fubjeAs* The 
** bcft method, then, to reduce by dcfgrecs the 
*^ numt>er of the Huguenots in my kingdom, wai 
*' moft certainly not that of continuailly haraifing 
*' them with fome new and rigorous ediA/' 

" Opufcules LiUraires,*' Paris 1767. 
Louis, who alFedtcd to ftyle himfelf «' Le Doyen 
*' dcs Rois^'* the Father of the Kings of his time, 
on account of his age, and the number of years irt 
which he had reigned, ufed occafionally to make 
this very melancholy obfervation : " When I bc- 

0^2 ** (low 
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" ftow a favour, 1 make one picrfon ungrateful, 
"and nineteen perfons difcontented/* 

M. du Frefne took occafion one day to remark 
to this Prince, that he did not appear to be fuf- 
ficiemly cautious in the liberty which he gave to 
every one to approach his perfon, and more parti* 
cularly when he was at war with a Nation* that 
were irritated againft him, and were capable of 
attempting any thing, " I have received. Sir,** 
&id Louis, **a great many hints like this; in 
" fhort, if I were capable of taking them, my life 
" would not be worth having: it is in the hands 
". of God, he will difpofe of it as he pleafes, and 
" therefore I do not .prefume to make the leaft 
*' alteration in my condudl.'* 

Louis wzs once harangued by a very indifferent 
orator, to whom his Majefty paid a handfome 
compliment. A Lady who was prefent appeared 
much furprized at the civil things that Louis faid 
to him. '* I think indeed. Madam, as you do of 
•* the fpeaker,*' faid the Monarch ; *' but if a 
*• civil word or two will render a man happy, he 
«' mufl be a wretch indeed who will not give 
" them to him.'* 

This Prince had granted a pardon to a NobIe« 
man who had committed fome very great crime. 

M. Voilin, 

* The Dutch. 
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M. Voifin, the Chancellor, ran to him in his 
dofet, and exclaimed, *' Sire, you cannot pardon 
•' a perfon in the ficuation of M, — — ," " I 
''have promifed him/' replied the King, who 
was ever impatient of contradiftiori ^' *' go and 

" fetch the Great Seal.*'—*' But, Sire, " 

" — Pray Sir do as I order you/' The Chan^ 
cellor returns with the feals, Louis applies, them 
himfelf to the inftrument containing the pardon, 
and gives them again to the Chancellor. " They 
«* are polluted now. Sire/' exclaims thii intrepid 
and excellent Magiftrate, pufhing them from him 
on the table, '* I cannot take them agaih.**— . 
♦* What an impradicable man!" cries the Mo- 
narch, and throws the pardon into the fire. " I 
** will now. Sire, take them again : the fire, you 
'* know, purifies every thing." 

One of this Monarch's favourite Valet-de- 
Chambres had a law fuit with his uncle, and re- 
queftcd the King to take a part in it for him. 
*' Alas! Sire," faid he, " it is no very great diffi- 
•* culty; you have only to fpeak one little word." 
— ** That, my friend," replied Louis, "gives me 
" the lead apprehenfion. But, were you now in 
"your uncle's Situation, ihould you like that I 
" fliould fpeak that little word?" 

In 1673 the Dauphin was afflifted with a dif^ 
order of no great cbnfcquence, which Tome of the 
tatlers about the Court of Verfailles affefted' to* 
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Digitized by 



Google 



$SUP |*0UI8 THE FOURTEENTH, 

attribute to thg fevcrity witjj which Jie yas treated 
by his' Governor, the excellent liuc de Mont^u^t 
iicr. . Louis, however, foqn lilenced tbis^ npn* 
ienfe, by faying, "I have only one fon; yet I 
*' had n^uch rather that he fhould die, than that 
" he (hould not know his duty, and fo become 4 
*^ b^jrdcn and a curfc to his people.'* 

« I had once,'* fays J^uclos, «' the curiofity tq 
*' make out, fron\ the p^ipers of 1^. Cplbcrt, the 
y ^mount ojf the funis of money given away by 
?' Louis the ]Fourteenth, in pcnfions to men of 
** learning, of talent^, and of knowledge, as well 
*' in foreign countries as in hi^ own. It did not 
" exceed 66,300 livres; 52,300 livres tp French- 
*' men, and 14,000 to ftrangers; making, in the 
"whole, about three thoufand and four hundred 

V pounds fterling a year;" the expence of a few 
hours oT\ly of the dcftruftive wars ifi whifh he 
engaged his country. 

Louis, on his death-bed, thus addreflcd hi^ 
infant grandfon, afterwards Louis XV. 

*' My dear child, you will very foon become 
•' the King of a great country. What I wifl\ 
*! particularly to recommend to you, is, never to 
** forget the obligation you have to your Creator. 

V Remember that by his power alpne you are 
^* every thing that you are. 

'^ Strive, to p^efcrve peace with you^ ,neigh- 
«; bour$. I have been too fond of w^r. Do not 

*.' imitate 
I 
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/ 

^ imitate me fn that, nor in the great expences in 
" Which I have been invt)lved. 

*^ Take advice in every thing; and 6c careful 
^ to inforrti yt)urrelf what advice is beft, aiid al- 
«♦ ivayis follow it. 

** Eafe your fubjedls from taxes as fdon as you 
*' can^ and you will then have thfe happihefs of 
•• doing that which I had the misfortune never t6 
^ be able to do V 



PRINCE OF CONbli. 



The term pet its mal/res W2^ firft applied to thir 
great General and his followers, who, flulhed 
with the vi<adries of Lens, &c. which they had 
gained, on their return from the army to Paris, 
gave themielves a great many airs, and were in- 
fufFerably impertinent and troublefome. 

Richelieu, a very good judge of meii, was 
much ftruck with the precocity of talerits that 
appeared in this.Princc *hen he was yerj yoiing, 
tie told Chavigny " I have been juft n<f^ harv- 

«ing 

• There fcntences were, till the beginning" of the /FrcnQh 
Revolution, infcribcd, in gold letters, over the head of the 
bed in which the Kings of Fance ufcd to fleep. 
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'* ing a convcrfation of two houfs with the young 
*' Duke d'Enghuein upon the art military^ upon 
«^ religion^ and upon the intercfts of Europe: he 
" will be the greatcft General in Europe, and the 
•' firft man of his time, and perhaps of the times 
" to come.'* 

Louis XIV. who could never forgive the part 
Conde took againfl: him iw the Fronde, f^ems 
never to have entirely given him his confidence, 
or to have made that ufe of the talents of this 
Prince which he (hould have made. 

The Prince of Conde was a ftriking illuftration 
of the obfervation made by the acute Dr. John- 
fon, that in public fpeaking there was often more 
of knack and of habit than of real talent or know- 
ledge: forwhilfl: Conde never rofe to fpeak in 
die Parliament of Paris but to difgrace himfelf, 
Qaflron his coufin, with a mind very inferior to 
his in every refpedf, wsjs very well heard in that 
Affembly. 

His Sovereign Louis XIV. once paid Conde a 
very handfome compliment. The Prince, in the 
latter part of his life, was very lame with the 
gout, and was one day in that fituation apologiz- 
ii^ to him for making him wait for him at the 
top of the great ftair^cafe at Verfailles, which he 
was afcending very flowly. '' Alas ! '* my cou- 
f* fin,*' replied he, " who that is fo loaded with 
^' laurels as yourfclf can M-alk faft?" 

The 
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The Prince was a man of fome learning hin^ 
felf^ and extremely fond of the convcrfation of 
learned and ingenious men. Mbliere, Boileau» 
and the celebrated writers of their time« were fte^ 
qucntly with him at Chantilly. He, however, 
cxpeded as much deference from thefc greet men 
in literary matters^ as be had been uied to exaft 
(rom his Oflicei:s at a Council of War. Boileau, 
however, had once the fpirit to contradi(3: him on 
fome fubjcdl of literature, of which moft proba- 
bly he knew more than the Prince. Conde foon 
fir^, ^nd darted his eyes upon him, fparkling 
with rage and indignation. ** Upon my HDrd," 
faid the fatirifl^ <' in future I will take particular 
*' care to be of the fame opinion with the Prince 
♦' of Cond^ when he is in the wrong.* * 

Pains had been early taken by fome of the ' 
Prince's fuppofed friends to Ihake his belief in 
Chriftianity; he always replied, •* You give your* 
«' (elves 'a great deal of unneceflary trouble: the 
" difperlion of the Jews will always be an unde- 
*« niablc preof to me of the truth of our holy re- 
^f ligion.*' 

Some Writer fays, that the difpqfition of a man* 
14 to be known by his hand^-writii^. This ob- 
fervation feems realized in this great Prince, who* 
was a man of a very violent and hai1:y temper. 
Segrais iays of him, <* The Prince of Condd ufed 
^^ tp write without takii^ his pen from the paper 

" till 
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^ till he had finUhcd a ttt^chee, «nd without 
^ putting anjr points or adjunfts to hi3 Imers.'^ 

« A good General/* fiiid this great Pfiftce> 
« may be beaten^ but he can never be fuipri2ed.** 
One of hfe maxims was^ that^ to enabte a 
Geneial not to be afraid of his enecniea when thef 
were near to bim^ he fiiould have taken tht pm^ 
caution to have been afraid of them^ whta thejK 
were at a diftance from him* 

Continually fuccefsful himfdC he ftiU madi 
great allowances for tht waht of fuccefs in others; 
and when all the military men of his couhtiy 
were Irutrageoui at M. de Crequi on thd lo(s of 
the battle of Confarbech, he nobly exclaimedj 
like a man who judged of men from themfelves, 
and not from what had happened to them» '* All 
•• that^M.'dc Crequi wanted to make him one of 
«' the bed Generals in the univerfe, wa» to havd 
" been defeated." 

In 1679 he requeued his Sovereign to permit 
him to retire to his Chateau of Chantilly, on ac- 
count of his ill health. Louis replied^ ^'It is 
•' with the greateft regret that I grant you the 
♦' permiflion you dcfirc; for, alas! my Coufin^ I 
«« then (hall be deprived of the advice of the 
*' greateft man in my kingdom." 

In his retreat he amufcd himfelf with the' em- 
bellilhment'of his domain, with his books, and 
with the converfation of a few friends, amongft 

whom 
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whom were Moliere, Boileau, and Father Bou« 
hours. 

On his dcath.bcd his Confeffor told him, that 
he could not adminiftcr to him the facraments, 
unlefs he paii|cloned every ocie who had offended 
him, *' AJas 1 ipy good Father/* replied 1», 
^' how can you inii^ op thac topic ; you who 
f' kiK>\^ very w(Jl that I never entertained the 
f leaft refento^^nt againft any pcrfon during the 
5* whole courfe pf my life;?" 

\yhen \ic took leave of his fon the Due d*Eiig- 
huein, he gave him^ his blefling, and faid, fixing 
his eyes upon him in the mod affedionate nian«- 
ner, •? In this world, my fon, which I am about 
^' to quit, there is only one thing that is iblid 
f and deferves efteem ; that is, to have been 
t' throughout life an honeft mant." 

• " This life (fays the excellent Mr. Loeke, ih the laft let- 
•* tcr he wrote to his friend Mr. Anthony Cpllios) is a fccuc 
f < of vanity that foon pafles away, and affords no folid fatisfac- 
^f tioo but in the conictoufaefs of doing well, and in the 
*f hopci of another iife« This is what I can &y upon expe- 
*< rience, and what you will find to be true whei> you come 
<< to make up. the account^ Adieu, I leave my befl wifhoft 
" with ypu, 

M John Locke,'* 
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GASTON, DUKE OF ORLEANS. 

Posterity will not readily forgive this Prince 
for not exerting himfelf fiifficiently to fave his 
friend, the illuftrious Montmorency, from the 
fcafibld; the fame feeblenefs of mind infe<Sing 
him in this, as on moll other occafions. During 
the time of the Fronde, had his mind been fulfi- 
ciently fteady and determined, he might have 
been the arbiter of his divided and diftraded 
country. 

Antonio Priuli gives this melancholy account 
of the latter years of a Prince of the Bloody bro*^ 
ther to one Monarch, and uncle to another: 

«' Gafton," fays he, ^* on the King's (Louis 
** the XlVth) triumphant return into Paris, with 
** his mother Anne of Auftria arid the Cardinal, 
'• fet out for his palace near Blois, without feeing 
•' or taking leave of his Sovereign ; and having 
♦* been in the former part of his life wholly ma- 
" naged by his fcrvants, he gave himfelf entirely 
«' up in the latter part of it to the management of 
" his wife^ Margaret of Lorraine. He became a 
*' great fportfman and a great botanift, and not 
" only became devout himfelf, but infpired the 
" whole, city of Blois with the fame fpirit. He 
•' died (as is fuppofedj of a lethargy, having had 

" antimony 
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^'antimony improperly admmiftered to hini; and ] 
'* after having figured away as a Leader of a 
** Party and a Prince, was buried in the Royal 
" Abbey of St. Denis^ with a private funeral, the 
«* Heralds who attended the corpfe being barely 
". paid their charges. Thus ended,** adds Priuli, 
** Gallon Duke of Orleans^ who having been a 
*^ hopeful child, paiTed his youth in pleafure, al. 
" ways under the direction of his own fervants, 
'< and never at his own difpofal." 

Gafton, who was a man of parts though not of 
underftanding, left behind him '' Memoirs of 
** French Hillory from the Year 1608 to 1635.*' 
They arc printed. 



PHILIP, DUKE OF ORLEANS, 

BROTHER OP LOUIS TUB FOURTEENTH. 

Abbb db Longuerub thus defcribes this 
Prince : 

*' He was continually talking, without ever 
'^ laying any thing. He never had but one 
^* book, his mais-book, which his clerk of the 
'' clofet uled always^ to carry in his pocket for 
" him/* 

He 
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He was a Prince of greater bnrrery tiiafi hi^ 
brocher^ and in et^agemenis expbfed his perfoii 
much moie. This nruule Louis lay one day to ' 
hiaij after a battle^ ** Mott fnrt^ vcus voutez dond^ 
" ievetir fae^a^terrt:^ The cdebrated NTdthe \i 
Vayer was Preceptor to this Pi^ince. His fon, 
the Abbe de Vayer, printed in 1670 a tranflation 
of Florus into French, made, as he faid, by this' 
Prince. It was moil probably the work of' thcf 
Preceptor. 

The Dttke of Orleans married Henrietta-Ma- 
ria^ iifter of Charles the Second* His brother^ 
after the moll flrid inquiry that he was aible td ' 
make into the death of that accomplifhed Prin- 
cefs, was perfedly convinced that the Duke of 
Orleans was not in the fmalleil degree implicated 
in it. 



MADAME DE LA VAUERil, 

MISTRESS OF LOUIS THE FOURTEENTH. 

Tftis beautiful and gentle-minded woman 
fe^s, diflfercntly frpm the other Miftreffcs of 
that Prince, to have loved the man and h« the 
Sovereign, in Louis the Fourteenth. When the 

death 



Digitized by 



Google 



MADAME D£ LA..YALIERE. 9iS9 

death of the fon fhe had by that Monarch was 
announced to her, ♦'Alas/* faid flic, "I have 
<' greater reafoo to be grieved for his birth than 
"for his death!'* Many years before (he died 
ibe retired into the Convent of the Carmdites at 
Paris, where (he endeavoured to expiate her faults^ 
by the moft exemplary penitence. Not long> be- 
fore (he expired, flie exclaimed, after having re- 
fufed every confolatioa that was offered her, " It 
'* is fit that fo great a finner as myfelf fiiould die 
^« in the grcateft torments." 

Whtlft flic wa3 in die Convent fhe wrote a 
fmall devDlional Treatife, entitled, <' RefIe(ftion$ 
'^upDA;the Mercy of God.**" The eloquent Bof- 
fuet preached the fermon upon her taking the 
veil, at which wereprefent Louis the Fourteenth's 
Qneen and all the Court. He took his text from 
the following paflkge in tlie Apocafypfe: ** And 
*' be that fat upon the Throne Jaid^ I will renew alt 
*' tbingsr 

The celebrated pi(fhire of tike Mag^IcDi paint- 
ed by Le Brun for the Convent in which Mac- 
dame de La Valiere refided, has been' falfdy fup- 
pofird to have been that of this beau^tiful and fin- 
xrere penitent. The features ai« entirely diflimi- 
lar. 
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MADAME DE MAINtENON. 

Abbe de Choisy dedicated his Tranflation of 
Thomas-a-Kempis to this celebrated lady, with 
this motto from the Pfalms: 

** Hear my Daughter, and fee, and incline thine ear, 
•• and the King (hall dcfirc thy beauty." 

The edition was foon fuppreffed, 

Madame de Maintenon ufed to fay of herfeff, 
" I was naturally ambitious. I fought againft 
'< that paflion. I really thought that I ihould be 
" happy when the defires that I had were gratis 
•« fied. That infatuation, lafted only three days/* 

«• Alas/* fays (he, in one of her letters to her 
niece, " why cannot I give you my experience ? 
•* why cannot I (hew you how the great are de- 
«< voured by ennui, and with what difficulty they 
•'get through their day? Do not you fee that I 
•• die of mifcry in a fituation fo much beyond my 
"moil extravagant wifties? I have been youi^ 
«' and pretty, and was a general favourite. In a 
" more advanced age, I fpent my time in cultivate 
" ing my underftanding by reading and by conver- 
*« fation. At laft I have procured the favour of 
*' my Sovereign, and I can aflure you that all 

" thefa 
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*^ ihefe difitrent fituations leave a terrible void in 
"the mind.*' 

«* Could any thing," fays Voltaire, " undeceive 
''mankind with refped to ambition, this letter 
" would have that effcd/' 

Madame de Maintenon one day aiked Louis 
the Fourteenth for fome money to diftribute in 
alms. ''Alas, Madam/* replied that Prince, 
^ What I give in alms are merely frefti burthens 
5^ Upon my people- The more money I give 
c* away, the more I take from them.*' — *'This/* 
" Sire is true," replied Madame de Maintenon; 
" but it is right to eafe the wants of thdfe whom 
" your former taxes to fupply the cxpences of 
'^ your wars and of your buildings have reduced 
** to mifery . It is truly juft that thofe who have 
" been ruined by you Ihould be fupported by 
" you." 

Madame de Maintenon was rtioft afluredly 
married to Louis. She furvived him fome years, 
and the Regent Duke of Orleans took care that 
the penfion the King had left her ihould be regu- 
larly paid. 

Peter the Great, wheh he came to Paris, was 
very anxious to fee Madame de Maintenon. She 
was very infirm, and in bed when he vifited her. 
Hedrcwafide the curtains to look at that face 
which, had captivated her Sovereign. A blufli 

vol. IV. ' R o'erfprcad 
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a'etipftail tier pale cheeks for an inftiiit* The 
Czar retired. 



MASQUE DE PER. 



Thk foUowihg account of this celebrated pti> 
ibnagc is given on the authority of M. Fa^onefi 
a learned and eloquent Counfettor of the laft Par-« 
liamenc of Daupbine. 

'* In ihe manufcripk Memoirs of M* de la 
«' ReinteriCj lately in the poiieflion of the Man- 
*' quis de Mefmon-Roman, at Paris^ M. de la 
*' Reinterie lays. That when he commanded in 
<' the fortrefs of Pignerol, a prifoner who was 
*^ confined in the citadel of that piace^ one day 
<' fiiut the door of his room with great violence 
** upon the ofHcer who waited upon him, and ian 
<« immediately down flairsj in order to efcape 
<* from his confinement: he was, however^ ftop^ 
<< ped by the centinel at the bottom of the fiairs .. 
«' The officer in the mean time cried out from che 
^< window, that the prifoner^ was nuiking hss 
^' efcape^ and requeued the sCiliftance <^ the gar* 
'< riibn. Tlie officer upon guard immediately 
«* came up and laid hold of the prifoner, who 
«« was fcuffling with the centinel. The officer 

"drew 
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*^ drew his fword^ when the prifoner cried out in 
" a very commanding tone of voice, Songez a C€ 
•' que vous faites^ Monjieur: RefpeSez U fang dt 
^'vos Souverains — Take care M^hat you do. Sir: 
*« Refpcft the blood af your Sovereigns. In the 
^* mean time the officer who had been locked in 
^< came down ftairs, ^and, on hearing what the 
*' prifoner had faid, put his hand upon his moudi, 
^^aad defired all the perfons prefenc iiever to 
.*^ mention what they had heard him fayi who 
^ was immediately recondu&ed to his old apart^ 
^ mmt, and guarded with more care than befofc; 
^ M. de la Reinterie fays, that he told the 
'Miory to a ftw confidential perfons about the 
'' Couit of Verfailles, whofe names he mentions 
^ in his Memoirs, and that, except to them, he 
'• aiwiqrs preferved the moft profound fccrecy of 
•• this vpry extraordinary circumftance.** 

la the opmion of one of the Minifiers of th(i 
bte King of France, Louis the Sixteenth, the 
fecret of this extraordinary perfbnage died with 
Louis the Fifteenth and M. d*Argenfon, Lieute^ 
nmt de' Police. He was buried^ in the church 
next to the Baftile, at Paris, by the name of Mar- 
diiflii. ' 
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HENRY, 

FIFTH DUItE OF ClMSE^ 

Was- the grandfon of Henry Duke of Guik, fur- 
natned La Balafri. He was intended for the 
profeflion of the Church, and at a very early age 
«eas prefented to the Archbiihopric of Rhehns; 
which he quitfed, aa well as the habit of a Pricft; 
on the death of his brother, to niarry Anne, Piin^ 
cefs of Mantua. The Cardinal de Richelieu op^ 
poling thcimatchy he fled with his miftrefs* to 
Colqgne, wher« he quitted her for Mddame de 
BoflTut, wh6n) he niarried, and whom be likewife 
quitted and returned to Paris. The difpofition 
of his anceftors however foon after difcovering it-i. 
felf in him, he engaged in the confi:Hracy of the 
(Blount de SoifTons and the Court of Spain againft 
Richelieu. After having fled from France to 
Ronfic on the difcovery of the plot, he was con- 
demned by the Parliament of Paris to lofc his 
head. He foon afterwards broke \vith the Spa- 
niards, declared againft them, and in 1647 ^^ 
cleded by the Neapolitans, who had revolted 
againft Philip the Fourth, the General of their 
armies ; and th.-! defender of their liberty. He 
accepted thcfe honours with great- willingnefs, 
and with a fingle felucca made his way through 

the 
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the Spanifii fleet to Naples; where he was ri^ 
ccived with the grcatclt acclamations of joy; and 
from whence, after experiencing forfte fucoefs; 
and having behaved with greater couragp thurt 
condu(5t^ not being properly fecondcd by «htf 
Court of France, he was obliged to fty, and being 
taken prifoner by fome Spanifh troops, waal 
carried to Spain, where he remained till 1652- 
After his return to Paris, he diflipated amongft 
the pleafures of that Capital, the a01iSion which 
the lofs of a Crown fo near to him had occa^ 
fioned. He made a confpicuous, figttre with the 
Prince of Condc in the celebrated tournament of 
1660 in Paris. They were ftiled by the Parifians,' 
'' Les Hem de i'Hiftoire 6f dt U FaNe *." 

During the revolution of Naples, one of the 
mob, accompanied by a troop of banditti; treated 
him with great infolencc; boafting, that as he 
had ciit off the head of the Duke de Matalofte, he 
would likewife cut off his head. The Duke, in** 
dignant at fuch brutality, clapped fpurs to hi^ 
horfe, puflied him down, and rode over hini»^ 
Some one afking him if he was not afraid to do 
this, as he (hould rather have endeavoured to ap- 
peafe than irritate the populace of Naples, he re- 
plied 

♦ The name cf the Puke of Guife's Secretary was Ce« 
rifintes. The Duke faid, on ferting out fqr Naples, ** JEvery 
• •* thing in this expedition exhibits fomcthing of romance, 
** even to tht name of the Secretary." 
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plied with a fmUc» << I aA not afraid of the tnob; 
^ When God forms a man of quartcjr, he always 
<^ pttC3 fomething between his two eycs^ which ii 
« common man can never venture to loDk at 
«* without trembling/' 

The Duke being one day purfued and for^ 
founded by an immenfe number of the people of 
Naples, who threatened to kill htm« he turned 
rtmnd with grett/ang fr^, and hud hold of oub 
of the principal rioters. This boid aftion pro^ 
dttced fuch an efScd t^oii the oihiers^ that thejr 
inlmediately difperfed. 

When die Duke headed the reVDlt of the 
Nea|)olitans agaiuft their Sovereign, Philip the 
Fourth of Spain^ it was a time of revotutiobs: 
The 1&i|^iih had beheaded Charles the Fhil'; the 
Farifians hud taken iip arms againft their iqfant 
Monarch, Louis the Fourteenth ; the Pbrtuguefe 
had regained their country from the Spanhuthi 
the Turks had maflacred fheir Sulcaa Ibrahim s 
the Algerines had killed their Dey ; the kii^dom 
of Indoftan was agitated by civil wars; and the 
Chincfe had been conquered by the Tartars. 

The Marquis of Monte Sylvano was in prifbn 
at Naples, and was to have fuffercd death. The 
Duke delivered him from confinement on the day 
that he made his entrance into Naples. Soon af. 
ter the Marquis engaged in a confpiracy againft' 
th^ Duke, and gave arnAs to the confpiratora, 

Being 
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Being takeja and brought to the Duke» the latter 
contented himfelf with telling him« that the 
ihame arifing from his bafe adtion.was the fevered 
punilhment that a nuui of quality and courage 
like him coidd faffcr. 

Tho fplritfd Noblenuin, whoTe vAtdic life 
fieais tp ham confiftdd merelj of fo many fcenes 
gi womnct^ and to have partaken equally of bad 
flfid 9i good fortune, fays of himfelC '' Ndther 
*' w .my eitSe at Rome, nor when 1 was taken 
^ prifiMier, nor during all the time that I re- 
** Mained ft Naples, could any perfon obferve the 
f' kaik aiteiMioft or change in my countenance. 
^^ The dlU^rent events, as well pf my bad as good 
•^ feltupe, never gave me the lead uncafinefs or 
^ inquietiidcs having always afled with the fame 
^Jkng fmd in every thing in which I wa^ con- 
^ ceftiedi Us if I had not the lead intereft in it/' 

The Difke died at Paris, in 1664, at the age 
of fifty. The Memoirs of his Life are extremely 
^tertaining. They are iaid to have been cpm- 
|Mied by St. Yon, his Secretary, 
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CARDINAL DE REEZ. 



Henault applies the foUowing paflage in Ta- 
citus to this -celebratcxl Dcfnagoguc : ** Non tarn 
*' pram\is ptricularum, quam ijfis pfriculi$, Uuix 
y fro cerlis et olim partis, nova, amkigua, midpiia^ 
*' malUbatr The fagacipus Richelieu early diC- 
CQvered tbe<lijrpoiition.of De Rgcz» and« accord-- 
ing to SegraiSp. though he was of an ancient and 
Uluftrious famil/f never intended to give him a 
btenefice of any. value or confequence. In strj 
^rly life Dc Retz Wix>te the **Hiftory of the 
«' Confpiracy of Ficfqui againft the Ariftocracy 
V of Gfcnoa/' in which he took the part of the 
Confpirator. He feems by nature to have had 
all the qualities requifite tp becon)^ a fevpurite 
lyith the people. Braye, gen<prous« eIoqurnt» full 
of rcfourccs, and fettered by no principle, he 
dazzled the multitude of Paris^ who ^m ever to 
have been more taken with adlions of eclat and of 
cnterprizc, than with all the efforts of modcft and 
humble virtue. On feeing one day a carbine le- 
velled at him by feme one he did not know, he 
had the prefencc of mind to cry out, *♦ If your 
«' Father, Sir, were now feeing what you were 
'♦ about !" — This fpeech immediately difarmed 
the fury of the aflaflin. 

The 
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The Cardinal feems to have atoned for thefol^ 
Hes and irregularities of his youth by the honeft 
confeflion he made of them in hi& Memoirs. He 
appears in them to have been a man of great ta- 
lents, and of good natural difpofition, perverted 
bjr vanity,- and the defirre of that diftfndaon; 
which, if nbt acquired by honeft means, flfl^raceft 
inftead of dignifying thofcwho are fo unfortunate 
as to poflefs it. Had he directed his grtat powers 
of mind in endeavours to unite, inftead of efforts 
to divide his unhappy and diftra6bed country, he 
would haveendeared himfelf moft effe<fhjaWy to 
his counttyrrien^ . and would have de(erV6d the 
praifes of pofterity, by exhibiting ah example 
#hioh foo rarely occurs, of* a Politician facrific* 
iiog his refentmeilt to the good of the State. ' 

The Memoirs of this celebrated Pcrfonagc, 
written by himfelf, are extremely fcanty and 
imperfeft: they give no account either of the 
early or of the latter part of his life. He en- 
truftAi the Manufcript to fome Nuns of the Con- 
vent near Comerci in Lorraine, who garbled 
them. James the Second, however, tokj the 
laft Duke of Ormond, that he had feen a per- 
feft copy of them, which was le{it to him by 
Madame Gau martin. 

• Joli, his Secretary, defcribes his Maftcr in his 
retreat at Comerci in no very favourable man- 
ner; as idling away his time in hunting, going 

to 
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to {>ufii>ct*(how8« now and then prdiending to 
admkiifter juiUoe amongft his tfinaata» isrntiiig 
a page or two of h» town life in fbUo« and fei^ 
cliBg iome points in the genealogy of hi» hwiif 
^thxt of Gondi. The Cardiff's rc^ly to Jolt's 
rcmooftrMccs to him on this fiibj^ Mras a i^iirioMa 
one : ^ I know all thit «a wtJl aa yon doj }m> I 
^ don't think you wjjl get any one eUe tp bdifvo 
•* ^N^iat you fky of roc/" An opinion fo iiig^ly 
advantageous to, the Cardinal's aitoi^ and cha^ 
ra&er had gone out into the world, that the poopla 
of Fiance couU not bring themfelvcs to diipik iU 
of ooe who had been a very popular Pem^gog^p 
fmongi^dienif 

On die day in which he wa$ permitted tn 
have an audience of Louii 4^ Fourteenth ac 
Ver&iiJca, the O^rt was extremely foil, ahd Jdic 
higheft CKpedattoos were formed of the maonefn 
and appearance of the Cardinal : when however 
they &w an hump-back'd^ bow-^]^*d, decfiqpit 
oU man, who perhaps did not feel much clevtfed 
with his fituation, their cxpe<Sations were fadlf 
difappoiiitcd ; and particularly fo^ when hii 
SoTCrdign merely faid to him, ** Your Cminenee 
^ h grown very gray fince I lad faw you^" To this 
the Cardinal replied, *«Any perfon. Sire, who 
^ has the misfortune to incur your Majefly^s dif^ 
'• pWure^ will ytry readily become f »y%'' 

5t. 
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St^ Evrcmond has p rcfafcd an autdote of 
the C^fKJmtl's ftofaih»Kfi of mind sod injrattty 
during his retreat atXomeici. A* te^wistid* 
tf^ out on hodelmck^ he «»is fiinPcMMded by 
feme Sfttmlli fddiers tiut w«rb m nhe fitigh* 
bonrhc^ Tlie Oftoer h(m^v«r, 6tt 4>4M|r^<sM 
liis ttune, onkrod him to be telorfUi^ ;tild d^ 
mttiiMiog irom hts tiodh. noadie an ap€^ldgf f<Mr 
the hchavioor of his &Mkn. Tht OtdKnal^ 
caking a Tflluabl&dixmoiid i^kig fMnn faisAnger^ 
prefcntcd k to theO(iic4ir, ikying, ^Pi«f> Sir^ 
<^ at leaftpentih itie to raider yMr Uttte ei^eur^ 
** fion not entirely ufelefs to you/^ 

De Retz rcfigned the Archbifhopric of Paris^ 
and procured in exchange for it the rich Abbey 
of St. Denis. He lived long enough to pay all 
his debts^ and divided his time between Parit 
and St. Denis : at the iatter place he 4ied at at 
Very advanced age, and in the ftrongcft fenti, 
0tsiiu of piety an;i devotion. He is octafionally 
tnencioned in Madame dc Seiirignd's Letters, as « 
man of great talents for cMverfation, and much 
afliAed witlh the head*aciu He had the hoMftf 
'so fay of himfdC '« Mankind fopp^ed me 
<« extremely enterpriiing and dauatlefi idien I 
^ was young> and I was mudi more fo Chan they 
•* could pollibly imagine :*' and this may be 
readity perceived, from- an anfWer which he made 
to fpiae one who rqrroaohed him, when he was 

young, 
4 
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youxtg, wkh owing a great deal of money. ^' Why, 
*' man/' replied he, " Cflefar, at my age, owed 
5< fix times as much as I do.'* 

No one knew better how to manage and cajole 
the multitude than Cardinal de Retz did, yet 
he complains that they left him. at the Augeltis^ 
htW to go to dinner. One of his maxims refped):- 
ing the aflembling of that many.headed Moniler 
ihould be diligently confidered both by the Leaders 
of ^ Ptuties and by the Governors of Kingdoms : 
y Qufcoffque aJfembU le Peuplc /'^wrti/.— Whoever 
/' brings the people together, puts them in a Hate 
•* of commotiont" 



CARDINAL JULIUS MAZARIN, 

On his triumphant return to' Paris, after the 
Peace of the Pyrenees, created a great number 
of Dukes ; and on being alked why he was fo 
profyfe of that honour, replied, <' I will make 
" fuch' a number, that it Ihall be difgiaceful to 
«' be a Duke and not to be a Duke/' Though 
a very able, hm was a very timid Miniftcr. 
His brother th^ Cardinal of Aix ufed to fay of 
him, " Only make a little buftlc, and he will 
" defift." One of his. favourite mcafures was 

procrafti- 
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pjDciaftinslticm. , *' Time and I againft my otbcc 
" two pcrfonages/* was his reply, when urged 
to briik and violent meafures* 

Mazarin was an extremely handfome man; 
and had a very fine &ce : this he was fo ainxioUs 
to pitferve^ that not many days before he 
died^ he .g^ve audience to the foreign Minifters 
with his. face painted. This made the Spanifii 
Miniftcr fay, ** Foila hh pflrirait qui tfjimhle,.^ 
« M. le Cardinal:' As Tacitus feys of Tibc 
rius, though now his ftrengtK and his conftitu- 
tiOn began to faU^ yet his diflimulation conti* 
nued as perfed: as ever. He fent for the Prince 
of Conde^ and told him fomething confiden- 
tially^ which the Prince was the more inclined to 
believe, as he faw the dying ftate in which fait 
Emmence was; A little time after his death^ 
to his great aftoni(hment« he found that even . 
in that awful iituation the Cardinal had not told 
him one word of truth. 

Mazarin exhibited in himfelf a .fingular int 
ftance of the viciflitudes of fortune. He was 
of a very low extradion, had been a gambler^ 
became Prime Minifter of a great Country, was 
afterwards banHhed and a price fet upon hin 
head, and. then returned triqpijAantly ,to his 
Adminiftration with greater power than eycf . 
; Madame de Baviere fays^ that he was married &> 

his 
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fdi Sof^t^ffi Amm ftf Auftfia. and thst h« 
treated het expitmely ill. 

^ The Cardinal wa& by no fneans a fimgmnaity 
Miiiiller. tft let the Ptople talk ani write aa 
AiTf pkaTcd^ and he aded aa he pleafed. A coI« 
tedioA of the fatiMs written agalnft him waa 
f^nrferved in the C<)ib«rt Library at Paris 2 it 
CMfilUd of foitj^fix Toluinea in qiiaito. Whett 
Ike laid anf new tax^ he uftd 16 a(k^ his coiiu 
fidants what the good people of PSiria were do* 
ingi whatber they were fidlcuUng him^ and mak«« 
ing fongi and <|>ignuiis upon him. When ha 
was ^aifwtted in the affirmative^, he ufed toiay^ 
^ I eanf never Nlive anjr reaien to &ar a Nation, 
** which fcfrtu its ipleeh fo very gailjr; let them 
« Ijmgh on/' 

' When the Cardinal was obliged to ^t Paris, 
his efftfts were fold at public auiftio^ ; his very 
Yaloable library was bought for the Court of 
Brunfwick, and is at prefent in the ca^tal of 
that Duchy. ' 

Ma^arin appears once in his Iif6 to have been 
in a vc#y erfviable fituation. When the French 
tuid Spani(^ armies were drawn up in order of 
battle ilearCafkly in fhefpri;^ of the year r^ji, 
and were ifbottC to engage, Maisarin gaU<^e^ 
1>etween them with his hat in his hand, f^^ 
claiming loudly, « Pai^ f pahc r The ftimm 

immediately 
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finmecJlarely halted, and in a few days afterwards 
peace was flgned at Querafque, under the me- 
diation 6f Urban the Eighth, whofc nephew, 
the Cardinal Legate, Mazarin attended on that 
Rappy occalion. The talents difplaycd by the 
latter in the negotiation^ and the good offices 
he rendered the French Nation, recommended 
him to Louis the Thirteenth and the Cardinal de 
RkhelieU. ' Mazarirt, when Minifter, caufed a 
' Medal to be ftruck in commemoration of this 
evetit, in which he is reprefented gallopping be- 
tween t!he two armies. On the revtrfe is this 
ftiotto '♦ bTunc orbif€Yl)ire labor;** and how indeed 
ean a man ferVe the world better than by procur- 
ing it the bleftings of peace; by flopping the 
fighs of the widow, the tears of the orphan, and 
the angliifh of the parent^ hy checking the 
ravages of difeafe, of peftilence, and of famine; 
and by preventing the devaftation of the univerfe, 
afld the deftrudlion of the human race! To any 
Prime Miniftcrmay wenot fay, "^HtetihifintarttsV* 
Don Louis de Haro, the Spanilh Miniftcr, faid 
of Mazarin, that he had one infuperable defcA as 
a Politician, that be always meant to deceive 
thole w*ith whom he was treating, afid of cotiric 
put every one upon their guard agaiiift his tricks 

andfirtfefles*. 

Not 

• The Spanilh Proverb fays acutely^ ** A man is t icsck 
*< who does not coafider, that whild he is thinkingi^ twenty 
<* perfons are thinking likewiTe." 
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Not many days before the Cardinal died^ ai 
comet appeared in France, Some of his fyco- 
phants, who were in his bed.chamber, cold him, 
that as it was impoflible for a man of his rank 
and talents to go out of the world in an ordinary 
way^ this awful phenomenon of the Heavens was 
to announce to the worl3 the death of fo great a 
Statefman and fo confummate a Politician as 
himfclf. Mazarin coolly replied, " En veriti^ 
** MeJJieurSy la comete me fait trop d'bonneur.** 

By way of fecuring his eftate to his heirs, and 
of quieting his confcience on his death-bed, he 
made a donation to his Sovereign Louis the Four- 
teenth of all his immenfe property. The King 
ycry nobfy returned it to his heirs. 

Befide one Bilhopric, the Cardinal poflefled, 
as Commcndatary Abbot, nine rich Abbeys in 
France. 

Two Latin lines well difcriminated the difFer- 
cncc between the government of this wily and 
temporizing Miniller, and that of Richelieu: 

Magnus uterqui fuit, Sed dignum vlndice nodum 
■ Richelius fecuit^ yulius expUcuit. 

Two men arife and bear a fplendid name, 
Richelieu and Mazarin, of doubtful fame; 
One cuts the Gordian knot with ardour dread. 
The other patiently evolves each thread. 

When 



Digitized by 



Google 



CARDINAL JULIUS MAZARIK* 257 

When a General was prefehted to Mazarin for 
My: particular expedition^ his firft queftion in his 
bad French was, ** Efi il bouroux (biuremc)? — Is 
he a fortunate General?" Cicero, when he re- 
commended Pompey to the Roman people, to 
command agaioft the Pirates, calls him, Semptr 
^^*feUx:* fuccefs in genAal attending upon thofc 
perlbns whofe talents and whofe diligence entitle / 
ihcmtoit. 



COLBERTV 



SooK after this great Minifter came into the 
management of the finances of France, he fent for 
the principal merchants of that kingdom, and, to 
ingratiate himfeif with them, and to acquire their 
confidence, a(ked them what he could do for them. 
They unaninioufly replied, *' Pray, Sir, do no- 
** thing! Laiffez^nous faire — ^Only let us do for 
*' ourfelves." 

M. D'Argenfon fays, thataperfon unknown 
to M« Colbert requelled an audience of him, as 
having fomething of great importance to com- 
municate to him. Being admitted to fee M, 
Colbert, he with great gravity advifed him to 
VOL. IV. s encourage 
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encourage the trade and manufadhires of his own 
country, which was large enough to fupply itfdf 
and the other countries of Europe with what they 
wanted, and to give up all the French colonics in 
the Eaft and Weft Indies to the Dutch and the 
Englifh, who had very little territory of their 
own. Colbert did not 4eign to make any reply, 
but turned hisextraordi|iary counfellor out of the 
rooni. ^ 

Colbert ordered Chapclain, the Author of the 
Epic Poem of the " Pucelle^'* to make him out a 
lift of the men of learning and talents in France 
who either wanted or deferved penfions from the 
Sovereign, and at the end of each name to append 
the characfler of their merit. Moliere was thus 
defcribcd: — •* He is acquainted with the true 
«* charafter of comedy, and he executes if naturally. 
«' The. ftories of his beft pieces arcr. in general 
«♦ imitated from others, but imitated with judg- 
*' ment. His plots are good, and he has only to 
" avoid buffoonery." 

Of that elegant, voluminous, and* inaccurate 
hiftorian Varillas, Chapelain fays: *' He is full 
«< of knowledge, particularly that of theology and 
" hiftory. • He has written an Account of the Rife 
«* of the Houfe of Auftria that is very curious, 
" and has been vtry much read. His ftyle is 
" neither polilhed nor ornamented, but it is 
•* found.'* 

« . Louis 
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' Louis the Fourteenth^ at t)ic inftigsttion of CoL 
bert^ penfioned feveral men of learning and of 
fcience in the diiFere^t Courts of Europe, Col- 
bcrt> by his orders^ wrote the following l«tter» to 
the youi^er Voifius : 

. ^* Sir, * 

'* Although the King is not your fovereigrt, 
^' he is Rill very defirous to become your benc- 
*' fado'r, and has ordered me to fend you the in. 
'< cipfed bill of exchange as a mark of his efteam« 
^ and as a pledge of his prot^dtion. Every one 
*• knows, how worthily you follow the example 
*• of your father, the celebrated Ifaac Voflius, and 
•' that having received from him a name which 
•' he rendered illuftrious. by his writings, you ftill 
*.* maintain the glory of it by your own. This 
*' being known to his Majedy, he has great plea-. 
•^ fure in rewarding your merit; and 1 have the 
«« more fatisfaftion in being ordered by his Ma- 
•'jelly to make you that recompence, as at the 
«' fame time I can affure you how much I am, 
''Sir, 

'^ Your very humble and afFe5:ionate fervant, 

*' Colbert." 

« Paris, June 2, 1663." 

It has been computed, that Louis's welUjudged 
liberality did not amount to more than eight thou- 

s 2 ' fand 
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find pounds aujrear. Fifty or a hundfcd pounds 
a-ycar was the ufuat amount of each penlion. 
Ctfapelain got ibmetfaing more for himfelf^ and. 
that^ amongft other reafons, procured him the 
hatred and tnry of , his contempovaricft and coun- 
trymen. 

A few days before this great Financier died, 
JLouifi XIV. wroce to him with his own hand, to 
defire him to manage himfelf, send to takae fiime 
fuftenance. They brought him a bafon of broth, 
wluch be refuled. His wife &id to him, *« WW 
you return an anfwer tp the King?** He replied, 
** There is time enough for that, I now am about 
'*to anfwer to the King of Kings/' 

On neaiiy the fame occafion he faid to hia 
wife, •' Madam, when I was in this clofet bufied 
" in his Majefty's bufinefs, neither you nor any 
^ one elfe dared to attempt to come in to difturb 
*' me; and now that 1 am employed in bufinefs^ 
•• relative to my falvation, you are condnuaHy in- 
** terrupting me/* ^ 

Colbert hondlly told Louis XlV. that he. 
would rujn his fubjedls, if he continued ro go 
on with thofe great buildings which he had 
begun. This fpcech made Louis tell Manfard, 
hU Architeft, ^' On 'me dome trep de iegmt. Je ne 
'* veuxplusfonger a bdiir.*^ It was, indeed, high, 
time to fay fomcthing to Louis on the fubjcft, 
as in one year, according to Racine*s *« Fragmns 

•* Hijloriques,*' 
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^ Hijloriques^** he fpent fixteen millions of livrcs 
in building. 

The Miniftcr of Colbert's parilh, that of St, 
Euftachc at Paris, came to him on his death-bed 
to teUfaun^ that he had ordered prayert to be put 
up in his church to the Almighty for the rteovciy 
of his health. '' I hope Hot/' replied Colbert: 
^^ Jet them be addrpfled to tht Throne of Grace 
'* riiat I may find mercy/* 



GOxMBERVILLE 



t^ubiifhed the very curious *^ Memoites da Due 
^* de Nevns,'' in t^o volumes. They begin at 
y^74 and go down to 1595. 

He was a quiet inofFenfive man of letters, and 
rcfided chiefly with the illuftrious hermits of 
Port Royal. He made this fimple and elegant 
Epitaph for himfelf ; 

jL« grands chargent Uurftpulture 

De ant el^s fuptrfius / 
Ma naijanci fit fort ohjcure^ 

Et ma mort encore plus, 

Whilft pompous epitaphs in tropMcd ftate • 
The tombs embelliih of the rich and great, 
Few words my humble lot may teflify, 
Obfcure I ^v'd and more obfcurely die. 
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DUG DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT, 

" The- Author of the celebrated Maxims 
•' which bear his name^ was not a man of learn- 
** ing;" fays Segrais^ '* but he was a man of great 
" good . fenfe, and had a perfedt knowledge of 

the world. This put him upon making 
** refledUons^ and upon reducing into aphorifms 
•• what he had been able to difcover in the heart 
*' of man, ^rith which he was moft intimately 
" acquainted.*' 

M. de la Rochefoucault was fo accurate in the 
CO)ppofitiQn of his little book« that as he finiflied 
a Maxim, he ufed to fend it to his friends far 
their opinion upon it. Segrais aflcrts, that fomc 
of his Maxims were altered thirty times. The 
Maxim, ** that it ihews a wretched poverty of 
** niind to have but one fort of undcrftanding,** 
took its rife from Boilcau and Racine, who were 
extremely ignorant of every thing except poetry 
and literature. 

" M.de la Rochefoucault,*^ adds Segrais, '* would 
" have m^dc a better Governor for the Dauphin, 
•' Louis the Fourteenth's only fon, than the Duke 
"of Montaufier:'* being a man of great fweet- 
nqfs of tepiper, extremely infinuating in his ad- 
rcfs, and exceedingly agreeable in converfation. 

'*M.dc 
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M. dc la Rochefoucaulc could never belong to 
the French Acadcn^y, as he could never muftcr up 
courage enough to deliver to the Academy the 
fpeech which it was neceiTary to make in order to 
be admitted into that body. 

This acute Nobleman wgw an inftancc of the 
truth of one of his own JMaxims: 
. " T^erc ^re certain perfops who would nevejr 
•* have been in Jove, had they jiof been told that 
«* fuch a paflion really cxifted :'* 
for he ufed to fay, that he knew nothing of love 
but from Romances; and that he had never felt 
that paflion in his own perfon. 

Dr. Johnfon ufed to fay of Rochefoucault's 
Maxims, that it was almoft the only Book writ- 
ten by a Gentleman which Authprs by profefiion 
had any reafon to be afraid of. . . 

" The Duke very wifely never difputcd in 
^' company. If any perfon differed from him in 
"opinion, he pierely faid, Sir, you arc then of 
«' that opinion? I am of mine: and fo the matter 
" refted,'* fays Segrais*. 

f Sir Ifatc Newton would mver difpute in company, 
y^'hcn he ha<J dclivipred an opinion which any-one chofe to 
controvert, he nfver was at the pains to defend it, but con- 
tented himfelf with faying, " 1 believe, Sir, if you will be at 
•• the trouble of examining my opinion, you. will find I 
*f have yery good realbns for it. '^ 
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JOHN GERARD VQSSIUS, 

According to Aubrey, al\vays wrote his Advert 
foria or Common-Places on one fide only of X 
Iheet of paper, fo that, as occafion required, he 
only tore his papers, and fixed them together^ 
and would fo fend them to the prcfs without any 
more tranfcribing. This faved him a great deal 
of trouble. 

According to the Authors of the Journal de 
Tf^oux, no two men of learning ever differed 
more than Gerard Voflius and his fori Ifaac in 
the difpofition of their minds. " The father/* 
fay they, " formed his opinions upon what he 
^' read; the fon took up an opinion, and read only 
*< to eftablifti it. The father was anxious to get 
•' at the true meaning of an author whom he con- 
*• fulted — to add to him no opinions of his own ; 
*< the fon took all pofllble pains to make the 
" authors whom he confulted think as he thought, 
^' and never piqued himfelf upon making exadfc 
•'quotations from their writings. The father 
•' looked upon the authors whom he read as his 
<• mailers ; the fon looked upon them as his flaves^ 

^< whom 
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*• whom he could by torture force to fay whatever 
«' he pleafed. The father was anxious to Lrtftirad, 
*^ the fon to aftonilh mankind/* 

The fon, Ifaac Vofllus, affeded td believe ia 
the pretended antiquity of the Chinefe nation^ 
which^ie extended infinitely beyond the antiquity 
of the Hebrews. He eafily gave credit to the 
exaggerated accounts of travellers^ and fcemed 
to have a paflion for believing in the marvellous 
and the incredible. This made Charles the 
Second lay of hnn, *' This M. Voffius is indeed 
^ a very extraordinary man ! he believes in ever/ 
^^9 thing except iii his Bible." 



SALMASIUS. 



The lovers pf literature muft much regret that 
M. Lantin, who had converfcd a good deal with 
%hh great fcholar, and man of general knowledge^ 
did not make, as he had once thought of doing, a 
f ' Salrnqfiana** Salmafius died to read and write 
in the midft of his menage, in <iompany with his 
wife and children, completely unaffeded by their 
Itoife, By *^y of faving himfclf the trouble of 

turning 
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turning the p^pcr, he ufed to write upon rolls of 
paper^ and when he was aiHed hqw near he was to 
finiftiing any work, he ufed fo fay, not fhat he 
' had fo man^ fheets, but that l^e had fo many rolls 
of paper to finifh. Voflius tells an anecdote of 
Salmafius^ which, iliews how high an opinion he 
entertained of his o\yn talents and learning. 

'' M* Gaulmin and MauiTac meeting Salmalius 
** one day in fhe King's I^ibrary at Ps^ris M. GauU 
" min faid, I think that we three are a match for 
*' all the learned men in Europe taken together. 
" Add to them all, replied Salmafius, yourfelf ancj 
'* M, de MaufTac, ^nd I could be a match fof 
"you all. •• 

« The lad time,*' fays M. Lantin, '' thatSalma- 
** fius was at Dijon, I had fome converfation with 
'* him refpedin^ the troubles and the civil war 
•' of England between Charles the Firft and his 
*' Parliament, He feemed to be of the opinion 
*' of the High Prelbyterian party, who feemed to 
^^ wi(h that the King fliould be neither dcpofed 
*' nor brought to the fcaffold, but that his pow^ 
*f (hould be in fome rcfped}:s curtailed and rcr 
f duced. Salmafju^ thought ^n union of the 
V Catholic and of the Proteftant Church impoC 
^' fible, and that the plan of Grotiuk on that fub^ 
f' jcd would never fucceed." 

Salmafiys was born at Saumur in France, i^ 
the town and on the day on which the Duke and 

Cardinal 
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Cardinal of Guifc were maflacrcd by order of 
Henry the Third. On being aflced when he was 
born, he replied^ in allufion to thcfe matTacres, 

Cum ceclditfato Conful uterquepari. 

Salmaiius ufcd to fay, he had once feen the 
Journal of Meyric Cafaubon, whidh he kept in 
Latin ; and that amongft other entries was the 
following , " Deus bone, bodii catellus mens pe^ine 
*• meo pems eft.** Salmaiius had made colledions 
for the hiftory of the European furnames, which 
he faid were in general derived either from bap- 
tifmal names, from the names of provinces and 
towns, from the names of trades and profefllons, 
or from peculiarities of perfon. 

At the time of the death of Cardinal Riche- 
lieu, a friend of Salmafius was foliciting a pen- 
fion for him from that Minifter, in order to keep 
in France a perfon of his^ (Salmafius*s) talents. 
Salmafius faid, «' that he believed he ihould with 
*' difficulty be prevailed upon to receive a penfion 
•' from the Court of France, as fo much time and 
'* pains were employed in procuring the payment 
*' of it/* He faid, however, " he would very wil- 
" lingly receive the profits of fome landed pro- 
•' pcrty, if the King would have the kindnefs to 
•'grant ithim;** and having afterwards under- 
wood that this offer was made him on the condition 

that 
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d3at he ihould write the biftory of ^ the admfa)l£r 
tiatioa of Ricfaelieuj he iaid^ *^ that he perhaps 
*' (hould not deferve it« as he was not a man to 
*• lacrifice his pen to flattery." 

Madame deSaumaifiB was a gnsat (hrew> and led 
her hufband a weary life ; (he however ufed to fay 
of him« '' that he was the beilgemlemnn ^mongfl: 
^' the fcholais^ and the beft fcholar aaiongft thi 
«* gentlemen of his time." 

SalmafiuSy after having quitted prance On at« 
count of his rel^on^ being a Proteftant^ refide^ 
in Holland. Sorbiere^ in a letter to M. de M^re, 
thus defcribes his manner of receiving l^is litplaiy 
fiends. 

" Every Sunday night he had a circle of fiftecQ 
•• or twenty perfons of note; fuch 2|s M, L'Em^ 
«* percur, De Laet^ Grotius^ &c, whofe conver- 
«' fation afforded both inflru&ion and amufement, 
•• The chief part of the time that we^ v^re witl^ 
*< him we fat round a great fire^ one comer of 
^' which he kept to himfejf, a|id Madame de Sau« 
** maife had the other. She occaiionally mixed 
** in the converfation» and took efpecial care that 
^* not one of the company ihould go away without 
*' having received a (harp word or two from her* 
^ Salmafius was not naturally inclined to talk^ 
** but when once he began he difplayeda wonder^ 
<* fill fertility of mind^ and an immenfe erudition^ 
«< I remember ox^ce, that I took to Salmafius^ 
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*• Circle a I'rcnch gentleman who had ne\pr feen 
'* him; and as wc were going thither, we agreed 
*' to make hW talk about the amufements of the 
" fieW. We put him upon that fubjcft, and my- 
^ MUnd told me on his return, that himfelf, who 
*' was an old Iportfman, could not have talked 
" more pertinently upon the matter. He 'wis 
'» aftoniihed that a man of letters, who had Ijient 
'^'(b much time in his ftudy, and who was be(id6s 
*^ lb bad a horfeman, had been able to pick up fuch 
" variety of Information upon a fbbjcdt not pe- 
•• culiarly interefting ta him, for he told us not 
" only what he had been able to get from thofe 
•^ who had exprefsly written upon the fubjedt, but 
•* what he could not know, unlefs he had really 
^' been upon the ground, an4 had himfelf killed 
•' a great quantity of game. Our convcrfation 
^* was often infcftcd,** fays Sorbiere, «* if I may 
^* fo u& the word tocxprefs more fifongly our 
«« indignation^ by a Scotch Profeflbr, by nanne 
^ David Stuart, a R^nt of a College, who in the 
^'duUeft and snoft infipid manner contradided 
^* every tiling that was advanced ; and this tire^ 
^* fome Mlow made us lofe much of the canver-^ 
f* fation pf Salmafius, to whom indeed we after^ 
*^ wards complain,ed, that, he, who was in general 
«* pretty apt to be violent on fuch occafions, did 
<* not «p«fs the pedantry of the Scotch Prpfcffor; 
♦* re{)pting to him, ** Oro qui rcgus confiuvh iolkre^ 

" cur 
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*' cur non bunc regem Jugulds? Operum b$c mihi 
*' crede tuorutH eftr 

Salmafius, not contented with attacking Milton's 
arguments in defence of the execution of Charles 
the Firft, attacked the Latinity of his verfes. 
He begins his Apology for Charles the Firft in 
this Angular manner : 

*' O ye Englifli, who tofs about the heads of 
«• Kings as if they were tennis-balls, and play 
•' at bowls with crowns, and treat fceptcrs with 
5' no more regard than if they were toys I' • 



GASSENDI 

Exhibits one of the moll ftriking inftances of the 
precocity of the human intelledl. " At the age 
*^ of four years/' fays Bernier, '* he ufed to de- 
** claim his little ftrmons; at the age of feven he 
•^ ufed to fteal away from his parents, and fpend 
*' a great part of the night in obfcrving the ftars. 
«' This made his friends fay, that he was born an 
*' Aftronomer. At this age he had a difputc with 
«' the boys of his village, whether the moon or the 
** clouds moved : to convince them that the moon 
«' did not move, he took them behind a tree, and 
*' made them take notice that the moon kept its 

*' lituation 
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*' fituatibia between the fame leaves, whilft the 
*' clouds pafled on. This early difpofition to 
*' obfervation induced his parents to cultivate his 
** talents; and the clergyman of his village ^vc 
, f' him the firft elements of learning. His ardor 
•' for ftudy became then extreme ; the day was 
•' not long enough for him, and he oftdn read a 
*• good part of the night by the light of the lamp 
" that was burning in the churck of his village, 
" his family being too poor to allow him candles 
••for his no6turnal ftudics. He often,*' adds 
Bernier, *• took only four hours fleep in the 
•• night. At the age of ten, he harangued his 
•• Biihop in Latin (who pafled through Gaflen^i^ 
•• di's village on his Vifitation) with fuch eafe 
" and fpirit,that the Prelate exclaimed, ' That lad 
•• will one day or other be the wonder of his 
•' age l'* 

" I had the curiofity,'* fays St. Evremond, 
'• to vifit Gaflendi. After a very long converfa^ 
«• tion, in which he difculTed fome very ferious 
•• fubjedls, he complained that Nature had given 
•• fuch a degree of extent to our curiofity, and 
" fuch very narrow limits to our knowledge. 
•• This, he aflured me, he did not fay to mortify 
•• the prefumption of any perfon, or from an af- 
•• fefted humility^ which is a kind of hypocrify. 
•* He did not pretend 'to deny but that he knew 
•* what might be thought on many fubjedls, but 
X "he 
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•'he dared not venture to affirm that he cont« 
*' pletely underftoed any one. His planner m 
*' converfation was extremely agreeable ; he had' 
•'a very poliihed and elegant undcrftanding; he 
** had a great deal of delicate repartee; he was in 
'* general filent, never oftcntatiouJly obtruding 
•* upon other people either in the acutenefs of his 
'<^ underftanding or the eloquence of his converia^ ' 
^ Hon; he was never in a hurry to give his opi^ 
^ nion^ before he jknew that of the perfons who 
^ were converfing with him*. When men of 
••learning introduced themfelves tt> him^ he was 
•* contented with bcihaving to ^hem with great 
^ civility, and was not anxious to furpri^e their 
«* admiration by letting himfelf ou% before them* 
«* The entire tendency of his ftudies was to nnakc 
«» himfelf wifer and better; and to have thU in- 
^ tention more conftantly before his eyes, he had 
♦• inicribed all his books with thefe words,. Sa^ 
^ pere audei* 

This great Philofopher was perhaps one of the 
hardeft ftudents that ever exifted. In general, he 
xofeat three o'clock in the morning, and read ot 
wrote till eleven, when he received the vifits of 
his friends. He afterward at twelve made a very 
Sender dinner, ^at which he drank nothing but 
water, and fat down to bis bboks again at three. 
There he remained till eight o'clock, when, after 
having e^ten a very light fupper, he retired to bed 

+ at 
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jtf ten. His mesjns of life ^ycrc very fmall i but* 
as M. Bernier in his £pi^ph uppn him fay», 

Fixit Jint queniif forU fua contentut 
InferiorU nota^ amicit jucundjjimus. 
Urisy iMpen\ au£Uri(afi, doQrinS 
Sapientioy prafiantifivws^ 
Ac^epiiJhnuSy chariffimus. 
Non affid fff^Tos J^fifif 

Sed in fafria fua 
Amorem, venerationtm, 
Meritusy confecutus. 

Gaflfendi appears (q h^vc d^^ of his pliyf^cUns. 
They Wed hijn fomtecn tim?s in a dy/^pfciy, 
which he had ^t thp 9ge of fixty-pgc years. During 
tbc.CQurfeof his Ulpefs, h? hinfed to them that 
AS he was pot young, .aq4 Wps extrpm^y fjebili- 
, tated, be thought they ipjght as well, perhaps^ 
difcontjaue the bleedir^. \xi Jlp^ite pf this re^ 
monft ranee, they purfucd their crtjel operations till 
they rrdiic^d him tp the grca.t<ift extremity of weak- 
ness. Qui Pat;in tcJcJ hw pf ^.^e .^?nger he was 
in, and recQp[xm.fin(led to hjm to %tle his worldjy 
affairs. The patient, liifUng up bis head from hi* 
.pillow, fold fmilingly tp/tyip* 

Omnia pracepiy at que animo. mecum ante peregi. 

fis h(j Wfis dying he defirje^i bi« Secretary .to put 
his hand gently uppn ^is J^^^rt, ap^i fwd to hipfi, 
'« J4on^ ami, voilq ce que c*f/i que la yit dc l^homme 

YOt IV. T *' ~Mv 
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•' — My friend, fee what the life of man is.**-^ 
Gaflfendi had, long before he faid this, received 
the Sacraments according to the rites of the 
Church of Rome. 

Like our Dr. Johnfon, Gaffendi was a great 
repeater of vtrfes in the fcveral languages with 
which he was converfant. He made it a ruk 
every day to repeat fix hundred. He could re- 
peat fix ihoufand Latin verfes, befide all Lucre- 
tius, which he had by heart. He ufed to fay^ 
*' that it is with the memory as with all other 
•• habits. Do you wilh to ftrengtheh it, or to 
'* prevent its being enfeebled, as it generally hap- 
•' pens when a man is growing old, exercife it 
»' continually, and in very early life get as many 
«* fine verfes by heart as you can : they amufe 
•' the mind, and keep it in a certain degree of 
•• elevation which infpires dignity and grandeur 
«' of fentimcnt.'* 

Gaflendi's adverfarics accufed him of want of 
religion. This imputation feems ill-founded, as 
every Sunday and holiday he faid maSk as a prieft: 
and, according to Gui Patin, the diforder of 
which he died was owing to his keeping Lent 
too ftriftly, contrary to the advice of that learned 
phyfician* 

The principles of moral condud which he 
laid down for the diretflion of his life were, — To 
know and fear God.— Not to be afraid of death; 

and 
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and to iubmit quietly to it whenever it ihould 
liappen.*— To avoid idle hopes^ as well as idle 
fears. — Not to defer till torinorrow any innocent 
amufement that may take place to-day .^ — ^To de-. 
lire nothing but what is neceflary.— «To govern 
the paflions by reafdn and good fenfe. 

GaiTendi was a moft excellent aftronomer^ and 
had a mind Co fraught with knowledge^ and at 
the fame time fo di veiled of prejudice^ that he 
wrote againft Ariftotle (a bold attempt in the 
times in M^hich he lived) » and offered to prove^ 
that many things which that great genius had ad* 
vanqed in. philofopby were wrong. Yet how 
vain are the /peculations of the mod comprehen-i 
£ve minds, when unaflifted by knowledge and 
experience 1 GaiTendi, who was a dabbler in 
anatomy and medicine, wrote a treatife to prove 
that man was intended by nature to live only on 
vegetables. 

In one of the letters of this celebrated philo-^ 
fopher he fays, that he was confulted by his friend 
and patron the Count d'Alais, Governor of Pro- 
vence, on a phaenomenon that haunted his bed- 
chamber while he was at Marfeilles on fome bufi- 
ncfs relative to his office. The Count tells Gaf- 
fendi, that for feveral fucceflive nights, as foon as 
the candle was taken away, he and his Countels 
faw a luminous fpeftre, fpmetimes of an oval; 
fometimes of a triangular^ form ; that it always 

T 2 - difappearcd 
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Alfuppaitcd when Irgkt came into the rdoiit; tiat 
he had often (track at k, but could difeover hoj^ 
Ihing foUd. Gaflendi^ ^s a natural ^ilofopberi 
endeavoured to iCikHint fol- it; fometlmee atrrU 
buting it to fome defeft «f chevifion,- or to fdfne 
dampnefs of the room s ^ ififinuating that pertiapi 
k might be fent ffom Heaven to him, to give him 
a Mramiitg in due time of jfbtnething that Aould 
hapjjert. The fp^c^re continued its vifits all the 
6m^ thit he (laid at Nrarfeillc&; and foorte yeai* 
aftenva^dsi on their return to Aix, the Counteft 
d^AIais cohfeflTed to her hufband, that (he played 
him this tricic, by means of one of her womeA 
placed under'the bed with a phial of phofphoru9^ 
kith an intention to frighten him iway ftom 
Marfeillfesj ^ phice in tvhich (he Very much dif- 
Kked to live. 

It Qtii i^tia, who attended GaflSsudi^ashii phy^ 
fician in his lait illnefs, writes thus toM. Spon-^ 
*♦ X'havc ju'ft now' left G4(!indi bctv^een two 
♦' Prieftfr. ^rVr iiur ad aflra, Avhere, great Afl'ro- 
•^ nomcr Afid Philofopher as he is, he will know 
•* more in a quarter of an hour than he eVer could 
•*• kndW here in the courfe ef his whole life/* 
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Louis the fourteenth was defirpus to l^e this 
celebrated Benedidin. Le Tellier, Archbifliop 
of Rheims> prcfente^ him to hif M^^Y in thefe 
words: " Sire, I have the honour to prefent to 
*' yoa the moft learned man in your dominions.*' 
Boffuet, who was prefent, added, " Sire, and the 
.•' moft modeft/* 

An Engliih Gentleman, wilhing to confult M. 
Du Cangc on fome fubjjdt of antiquity, was re- 
ferred by him to Mabillon. Oa applying to 
Mabillon, he defired him to conlult M. Du Cangc. 
*' Why, my good Father, he told me to addrefs 
«' myfelf to you."— -'^ He is my Mafter, I aflure 
" you, Sir^" iTpl^i?d the ^cACflicSin. " If, how- 
.<' ever, you conti^l^c p9 honppr me with your 
^' vifits, I will GOnnHtiitiuciM to you the little that 
" I know.** 

Clement XI. <^t\ hearing of Mabil Ion's death, 
wrote to the illuftrious Congregation of St. Maur, 
to defirc that they would bury their deceafed col- 
league in a place of diftinguifhed fepulture^ 
*^ for,** added he, *' all the men of learning who 
«* come to Paris will not fail to inquire where you 
** have placed him — uii pofuiftis eum^ 

Dom* RoufTeLmade an infcription for him. 
The culogium it contains may be recommended 

to 
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to the notice of many perfons who fcem to make 
up in arrogance their inferiority of knowledge to 
this modeft Benedidin. 

Omnium hoininum fibi conciliavit animos 

Hominum mitiflimus ; 

In ipfis etiaiti Uterarlis difcrepationibus 

Nemini afper. 

Kemini befit, etiam laefus. 

Scribentem incitabat Veritas, 

Ccrtantcm moderabatur lenitas^ 

Vincentem coronabat Veritas, 

Coronatum omabat humilitas. 

» • • 

Caeleftis gloriae copidus, ' 

Mundanam fprevit* 
' Refpexit mercedem 
Quam dare folent homines 
Vani, vanum. 
NuUam in clauftro tenuit dignitateni^ 
Omnes meruit 
Cum literarum ftudiis 
V Virtutum fhidia conjunxit, 
Ut alterno foedere* 
Scientia pietatem 
Pietas fcicntiam adjuvarct. 
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Prince? and gre^t men are but too apt to de- 
grade their own dignity, and to render the fitua- 
tion of dependence more ungratefql and unpa* 
latable than it is of neceflity, by playing pradlical 
jokes upon thofe perfons who are about them. 
The celebrated Latin Poet Santeuil died of one 
of thcfe princely gambols. Some Spanifti fnufF 
was put into a gl^fs of wine, by order of the 
Duchefs of Bourbon, which h^ was obliged to 
drink, and died in a few days afterwards in the 
mod horrid tortures, in confequence of it. 

Santeuil, lyho was a qyibbl^r, ^nd un bomme aux 
ions mots, died as he lived; for, on her Highnefs's 
(fan Altefft) fending one day to know how he did 
when he was in the agonies of death^ on hearing 
the word Alteffe, he turned his eyes up to Heaven^ 
repeating " Tu Joins Altifftmus^^ and died imme-« 
diately. 

Santeuil wrote Ibme excellent Hymns * for the 
fervice of the Catholic Church, which are flill in 

ufc. 

• The conclufion of his Hymn to Holy Wonen is ex- 
quifite. He thus concludes his defcription of the Virtuous 
Wown : 

Non ilia luxu veftium, , 
Non crine torto fplenduit. 
Culta nitens fed (implict 
Puris placebat moribas. 

^ Sc 
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ufc. H? Ufcd ffcqufently to fay, that though cvciy 
one was expedted to ^ to churchy he (hould be 
excepted^ as h? could not prevent himfelf from 
hearing his own hymns fung there, perhaps with 
too much fatisfa^ion for a pioills man. 

Santeuil, who had never taken Prieft's' orders, 
ftated himfciif orte day in a Confeffional Chair 
that belonge(i to his Convent, aiid leaned over the 
dbow of it, as if in expcdtation of rcccivi'ng a 
Penitent. A handfome woman approached, knelt 
down^ and began to enumerate her frailties. San- 
teuil, who was pleafed with, it at firft, foon be-^ 
came tired of it, and by way of putting a ffop to 
his Penitent, cried our, '* Why, you fimpleton, 
5' I ain no Prieft! why do you trbubJc me with 
V all this detail ?'•—«' Oh, Sir,^' replied the 
woman, " I (hall go immediately and fell your 
•' Superior oFyour improper and fcandalous con- 
*' du&.*' — ** iShall you to, my chirming Peni- 
^« tent?** replied Santeuil : « theh i (hall goand 
J' tell your hufband of your's." 

Sc lub fcrenis vultibus 
Auflera virtus occulit. 

Timet Vi<kri, nc luum » 

.Dam prodit^ amitut decus. 

Pafcenda CGelcfli cibo, 
' Sacris ftuclebat Uteris, 
Tcmplo freqaeiis, fed feaula 
Redibat ad cUrain domu*^. 
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Eihibife* a' ftrifcing iiiffimcfc 6f tH« iArllfeft di*llg- 
nation of the huAnn lihind tb a pilrticaliir 'pur- 
fuir, and thfe futility <if an ittAnpt to thwart 
ahd rcpfeft ft, PaftaPs fathcf was d man of 
fci^ncc, and was otcAfiohally Vifittd by thl^ grtat 
mathttnaticians of his coiintry. Paft*l, who 
W^ then Iqiiitc a child, was prftftnl isit th<Jlr vi- 
iits, and hcdtd thett tohf eriatioh, Whifch chkfly 
turned upon ifeience, and more pirt-tieufe?!/ 
upon that which iktf prbfefTed. M^ was Vfsrf 
attentive to whit thfey faid, *nd contcived fuch 
a paffiort fot tnathtmaticSi thfet he pi^^d his 
fithcr very much to pfenrtit hftn 16 ftudy them. 
This the ftthcr rcftrftd, *s thihking it better 
that hfs ron"^ tarly years flrtmld ht giveft Ife thd 
Joiowiedgfe 6f' thi Greek artd Latih fertiguagtfs ; 
ahd put xSut tf hii iray all thb books he hirght 
happen to have thai tircatfed 6f ' m»theiT>atfcs, 
Pafcal (th*n eltven ycirs bf ag6), at his Ifcifurc 
htturfe, liftM tt> retire to ift ttpp6r chltmb^l- in 
his fither's htmle, wbefe he MipibynA hirftfelf 
iA mtin^y with fenS ujioh thefibor, thfe figures 
of tfiln^s, of patalfelo^W^, dF d^Iei> &fc. 
M'ithout knowing the names of them. ** Inhere 
** hfc compared/' fays his Biographer (Madame 

du 
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du Perricr, who was his lifter), " their feveral 
*« relations and prQportionS; and by degrees, 
'• without the leaft affiftancc of any kind what- 
*' ever, came to conclude, that the exterior 
*' ai^le of every triangle is equal to the two 
*< interior and oppofite angles, and th^t the 
** three interior angles of every .triangle are 
«« equal to two right-angles, which is the 3 id 
« Proportion of the Firft Book of Euclid. 
•• This and the feve»i intcrn^ctJiatcly neceflarjr 
V Propofitions he was able clearly to demon- 
^f firatej. making ufe of the terms rond and 
•< barre^ &c. infte^d of circle and. line (fpr as ye( 
<i he was ignorant of the comn^on ^ppeUations 
•/ of thole lines), and grounding his reafoning 
*< on definitions an4 axioms which himfelf had 
** verified* He was thus employed when hii? 
^ father burft in upon him, who difcovering 
<* wh^ he was about^ ^d the prc^refs and 
«< refult of his exertions, remained for fome 
^ time quite infenfible» equally furprized an() 
'T pleafed, and ran to one of his intimate friends 
•« to tcU him what he had fecn. He after- 
«' w^rds encouraged his fon in the purfuit of 
** his favourite fiudy with fuch fuccefs, that at 
«« the age of fixteen young Pafcal had com- 
«* pqfed his celebrated Treatifc upon Conic 
« Sedtions.*! 

Pafcal 

S 
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Pafcal was perhaps one of the. bed men that 
ever lived ; his time was beftowed on works of 
piety and utility, and his money was expended 
on thofe wHo had occafion for his affiftancc. 
His Provincial Letters will immortalize hhn as 
one of the fincft writers that the French havo 
ever pofleiTcd* One knows not which to ad- 
mire moll in them, his depth of learningi his 
flrength of reaibning, the delicacy of his fatire, 
or the purity of his intention. In his **' Pfnfeei,** 
with an honefty perhaps pnly pardonable in a 
man of his known virtue and fimplicity, he fays^ 
*' I am afked. If I do not repent that I have 
*' wrktttn the Lettres Provinciales? I anfwer, 
** that fb far from repenting that I have writ« 
** ten them, I would, if I were to write them 
*l over again, make them dill ftronger. I am 
** then a(ked, Why I have mentioned the 
«< names of the Authors froin whom I have 
^ taken all the abominsbble pofitions which I 
*' have quoted in them ? I anfwer. That if I wcm 
*« in a town where there were twelve Ipringis 
** of water, and I was certain that one of them 
^ had been poifoned, I Ihould think myfelC 
<' obliged to advile the inhabitants not to get 
*i their water at that fpring; and as what I iatd 
*' might be taken for a matter of mere Imagina* 
«' tion, I fhould think myfelf obliged to tell the 
i* name of the perfon who poiioned the (pring, ra« 

ther 
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^ ther than iiifB^i tlie inhftbit«Att ef tlie to\m 
^ to be poitbhed.'* 

tn Ijpdikitig df EfMgmm«i ivilh what goodnedi 
€(f htitt, arid with \diat itmbvmmie, he fays^ 

«« Thfe fifiigram df Martial on (hort-ilghted 
^* p^rlohs ifi good fl»r nothing. It does iiot cdn^ 
" Iblfe then>^ and it (hews Dnly the wit of the 
<' writer. All that makes only for the writer is 
<< godd for fibth^'--'— ^/^i/tY^ recidei ortMmnta. 
<c — OAfe Ihould endtavour to pltafe Only thofb 
« that pdflTeJrs ftntiments of hununity and kind^ 
<* nt% aitd not {>ern>n«^ ^ a ttut\ ^nd btiri)ait>ttii 
<» difpofitidn.** 

. Fsifcal^ in the l^ter part df hk fffe^ l-etired tb 
that ilUiMdUs fertlftary of feiencei learning, 
and t)i%ty. Port Rbyfeh Mkfty df the ^erfdns 
fhiM: com^ftd it w^r^ men ^f leahrrffig and of 
mnk, ivho thoaghk it right to follow rt>me trade 
(bt ttiahufii6tiife, and perform fomi ivmmial opc- 
Atidn f&r ^fce gdofl of -their fouls, As WeH ai for 
thftt df Atir hddicsi khirtkiftg wkh the ee!e- 
\1M(A Abbe do Ranee, the d}fci|3HMrifcn re- 
ibrmir of the fiittious Abbey o^ La Tuappfc, that 
AiatHial labov* wa^ the ftrft puhiihuieht inAi(5led 
tipdn fin> tt ^tt)|)er eic*reife for the cofidltion of 
apttnilelft, and a mdft powerful meah^ of feh(?li- 
i^cati<m. 

Pafefeha employtntont Was thtt 4^ t rtaker of 
wDodeti (hd«€; tfeii j^ve rilb to the following 

witticifm 
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^icticifm of BoHfau: A Jofoit haviiig one d»jr 
a(ked hoihm with a 'fneer> whether hts good 
friend P*fcil wii$ imkt^g ihoc$ fttPort Rayah 
*♦ Je ne/paispas fUifyii a pfr/eiit fUfJbuJiers, mais 
/* je/fois bien qu^U wmsap0ufifMn ionna hflf^^* was 
the fatirift's reply* 

Pafcal bad» in common with many other 
learned men> (bme ireakneflbs^ upon u^hich hi»« 
manity 9f\k\ ever drop a tear* A hook has beeh 
-ivrittcn upon the quackery of learned men, and 
in the opinion of the -prcfent learned and excel- 
lent Father of Medicinp in this country (a Cha- 
rader as fupcridr to frailty as to vice;, an en- 
tertaining book might be made of the follies of 
learned men. His name mofl: afluredly would 
never enter into the compofitioji of it ; bMt the 
work would at lead confole the ignorant and the 
tboUfli. . 

Pafcal, like many excellent and ftudious men, 
feems to Have had a horror of politics. '' In ji 
" Republican Government, as that of Venice, 
" it would be a great crime/' fays he, ." to at* 
*' tempt to introduce a King*, or to opprels 

the 

• Gui du Four de Pibrac, the celebrated Author of the 
Q>uitukis, feeins net be of the. fame opinion: 

Aimc fitat tel qui tn U vois ctre : 
S'it efi Royal, (rime fa Royaut/ ; 
S'ilne'i'cJ! pdntj s'd ffi C(mrmuftante\ 
4>m' ie an ^, qnenid D ku t]y ' nfait ■ itattre. 
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^ the liberty- of any people to whom God has 
«« given it* In a Monarchical Gfovcrnment, it 
<< i& not pofiible to violate the refpeA that is 
** owing to the Sovereign, without a fpecies of 
*' facrikge» Befides/* adds this great man» 
•* a civil war, which is the general confcquence 
<' of the alteration of a fornv of government, 
*« being one of the greateft crimes that can be 
«< committed againft the happinefs of mankind, 

« it 



Whatever its Govemmcnt, thy Country love : 
Thy .lawful Mjooarch willir^ly ob^j 
And let the State thy ready homage prove. 
Should Few or Many bear the foveveign fway ; 
' Convinced that God's paternal care 
Has th6ught it fit to place thee there. 

No one can fufpeft this great man of fervility and pafliv« 
obedience, when the following Qiiatrabi written by him, 
piYvented his being made Chancellor of France under 
Henry the Third: 

J^e hats ca msts it pmffance djolue^ 
Dc fUin pottvoir^ dt propre mouvcnunt ; 
Aux faints decretf^ Us ont premUrmcnt 
Puis a nos Loix la fuiffance toUuu 

The^fe words of <* power fupreme** and ** foverelgn will,**' 

My mind with honeft indignation fill ; 

For words like thcfe have hurt Religion's caufe, 

Dcftroy'd all reverence for her fccred laws; 

Have injured Gallia's Monarch's tcmpcnte fway, 

And made his fubje&s as his flaves obey* 
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*» it fe imjK>flible to .fpeafc algainff it with too 
^ much indignatiom" Pafcal fubjoins in a 
hotc with great fimplicity, *' I have as great u' 
** dtead ttf this crime as of moider and of rob- 
^' bihg on the faighwaf. There is liothii^y I am 
*♦ fuYt, that is more contrary to roy ristture than 
^' thlts crime^ and to comrifut which i ihoiild be 
*' lefs tempted. 

*' Thofe perlbrts/' fayis Seg*ais, «^ who ^ritc 
*' books for the public^ Ihould let their friends 
** fite them Who are men of judgment^ and are 
** capable of corredting them before they appear 
'^^ at that redoubtable tribunal. M. de Menage 
^* did fo, and that actounts fbr tiiccorrcdnefi t)f 
^' his works. M. de k Rochefoucault afted in 
"*' the fame way by his Memoirs and Maximis. 
*'* Why are Pafcal's Provincial Letters fo pcrfcdJ: ? 
•« It is becaufe they were fcen and reviewed by at 
** kail ^ dozen of the gentlemen of Poit Royal^ 
*' who were men of talents^ and who had an 
'*♦ exquifite tafte in difcovcring what would pleafe 
^* thepublic/' 

Thdfe pcrfons who from folly or from careleflT- 
ftds tell one friend what another friend fays of him^ 
would do well to confider this obfervation of the 
acute and amiable Pafcal : 

^* All men naturally hate each other. I am 
^* certain^ that if they were to know accurately 
♦* what they occafionally had faid of one another, 

^' there 
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^< there would not he fqur petfons in the world 
«< who could long prefery/e their friencjflup for 
«« cadi other/' 

This gceat ixuui. abferves Rcutcly^ *' that the 
*« longerwe live in the w.orId, the moreiiifflniili- 
*^ tude of charader we find in inaQkiiKlj and ai^ 
«' coitvineed that no two men are pjxciftly 8^ike.'' 
This refledion fhould indeed render iis more in- 
dulgent to eac|i oriier tHwi we ^fc, to the virtues as 
wdi as the vices of other;s t^sat are unlike our owr^ 
.and not Bippofe ourfeWes the models to which we 
ia»e to refer every thiag* 

^« fiee,^ Giys Pafcal, " thcabfurdity of lAanfcind. 
^« MMiiy men have believed in the A^ir^Jles of 
<< ^i^afian^ who have iapftfared to give no credit 
«• to thofc of Jefii&Chrift.'' 

In jiis Profvincial Lct«rs, be fays: '^ This 
«• letter is longer. thaa any pf the reft; bvit in- 
^' deed and in good truth: I b^d not ieifure to 
•* snake it Ihojncr/' 
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OMERTAtON, 

! 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OP THE PARWAMENT OP 
PARIS. 

' * * ' ...» 

TAfs int^Iigfot and inflexible Magiftmte 
havings in a Tpcech nthich he made in the Par^ 
liamcnt of Paris to. Anne of Auftrla^ during the 
imti0rit]l of: Louis the Fourteenth^ touched 
gmtly vbpdn the diftreffirs of the common peq>1e 
of die kingdom of Fmnce^ found himfelf treated 
with: ilij^ and coojnefs by her Majefty.at the 
liext aui^ience he had of hen ^' Thi%!* ikyu 
he, " was owing to the mifreprelehtation.of the 
«* Miniften, and ibme of the vermin who fre« 
«* quent palaces/' 

TalMi having, on feme occafion taken a pare 
v^icb pleafed the Queen and the Court, Gir« 
dinal Mazarin lent for himj and» after paying 
him fome compliments on his behaviourj of- 
fered him an Abbey for his brother. Taloft 
very politely refufed it, adding, that as his late 
conduA had nothing in view but the iStrvictf 
of the King and the latisfaAion of his own 
conicience, he (hould be ei;trenidy unhapf>y, 
if there was the leaft fufpicion afforded to the 
world tt large that he had aded from other ina^ 
tivei^ ^* I lov^*^ added this honeft FTenchmanr; 

vot. IV. v ** both 
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'' both the King and the Parliament^ without 
*' being under any appreheniion that this apparent 
^' contradidion (bouid do me any prejudice Dvith 
'* mankind/' 

Mazarin fent for him another time, to 
requefl him to fpeak in the Parliament of Paris 
in favour of .fome Edids of tlie.King, which 
were to be prefented by hinnifelf in perfon to 
be regiftered by that Afiembly. Talon replied, 
that. he ihpuld do his duty--^that the prdfence 
of the; Sovereign on fuch occafions caufed alwaya 
trouble .and difcontent— that it was therefore 
die more necefTary that he ihould exerci£e pro*' 
perly the fuiidlions of his office withott fear and 
without partiality. - 

M. Talon's reafons for quitting pubUc afikirr 
were thofe which but too often have, mipired 
men as hoheft and as welUintentioned as hitofclf* 
^* All, refinance and contradidion/' fays he, 
*V to the Governing Powers was ineife&ual and 
** ufelcfs, who carried* every point they wi0icd 
^' to gain by violence and conftraint. I was 
*' however/* he adds, 'V very much aftooiflied 
i* that many honeft men, who wifhed well to 
<< the public peace, ftill attended the Par- 
^ iiament, in which they were certain that 
V every thing muit be carried as it pleafed the 
<' Princes; fi> . that in the fituation in which 
" matters were, it would have been more for their 
J . . y honour. 
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** honour iT that what was done Ihould have been 
•' done by the voices of a few perfons only, whofe 
♦» partiality might well have been fufpedcd, than 
** by the majority of the Parliament, who had not 
'* the power cither to d9 the good, or to prevent 
^^' the evil, as. they wUhed^ Neverthdefs, the 
'* general timidity was fo great, that many per* 
«* Ibns were afraid of being fufpcded,^ if they 
^« did not attend that Aflembly; and the ma- 
^' jority of thofe who went there did not confider 
*^ fo much what c^inion they (hould give, as 
«« how their perfons Ihould be fecure, even 
«* when they had betrayed their coniciences^ 
^' and had voted on the. fame . fide with the 
•« Princes." 

David Hume fays, in his ElTay upon £io* 
quence, that during the diiputes of the Parlia- 
ment of Paris in the time of the Fronde, there 
appeared many fymptomsof antient eloquence. 
*' The Avoeat-General Takm,'* adds he, from 
De Retz, " in an oration, invoked on his knees 
«' the Spirit of St. Louis to look down with 
^' compaifion on his divided and unhappy people, 
^' and to infpirethem from Heaven with the love 
'^ of concord and lyianimity/' 



V a 
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: uoik, • 

JPKESljD^ll.T pF THE ^ABLIAMENT OF PAEld; 

l>i kfiTZ lays, that no ancient Roman evtt* . 
poflcflcd the virtues of courage and of pubHc 
ipirit' in a degree fuperior to this gi^at Magif- 
trate. In the time of the Fronde at Paris, 
a man prefented a dagger to his brcaflr, threat- 
ening him with inftant death if he would not 
confent to fome decree propofed in the Parlia- 
ment, which M. Mole thought prejudicial to 
his country. *' Know, my friend,** faid he^ 
looking fternly at him, " that the diftance is 
•* infinite from the dagger of an aflaflln to tlie 
•* heart of an honeft man^'* 



l?OUCaUET, 

SURXNTENDANT OP TBE FINANCES OF FRANCJ-:, 

FoU the honour of letters, Pcliflbn and thcf 
good La Fontaine remained faithful to the Surin^ 
tendant during his difgrace. PeliiKbn fent peti* 
tions to Louis XIV. in his favour^ and La Fontaine 

wrote. 
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wrote verfd^ in comrniftration of his tefd fite» iii 
a ftyle of the< higheft pathos; a ftyte totally difiL 
Ihilar from his ufual manner. Madetndi&tle De- 
(houlieres^ the cekbrated Piietdk, Whbnf fe« had 
patronif^^ contrived to fi^d him incelll^hce rved 
into that inacceffibk fortrefs the Baftiller Th^ 
Greatf who had condefcended to partake of his 
favours whilit he was in power^ completely forfook 
him when he had no longer any thing to give 
them; and this after he had to &r attended even 
to their v|ces^ as at all the entertaimnents he gave 
to put money under their plaites to enabk them to 
pay their lofles at play. 

Foucquet waa confined msOty ye^rs in the (br« 
trcfk of Fignerol^ where he compofed feme devo* 
tional Treatifes. \t is not known whether he wi)« 
ever permitted to return ta Paris. St. Siftion/ tfi 
his Memoirs^ gives a very carious a&ouct of tht 
meeting between him and his fellow-prifoner the 
Puke of Laufun at Pignerol. 



PELISSON. 



This elegant Writer contrive^ tote Tent to th^ 
BaftiUe^ to give his patroh M. Foucquet intelli-. 
gence of what had been done rdpe^ing his trial. 

Whilft 
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Whitfl: he was confined there, he wroM a Poenr 
called, Esrymedom f perfuaded>'' fays his Bio^ 
grapher^ f* .that by ^ great eflfort of application 
<' of imnd to a particular fubjed, he (hould alono 
«' be able to foften the rigours of confinerjient/' 
He wrote the fpUowing lines on the walla of 
hiscclh. 

' Doubles grlths dgros ehux^ 
• Triples porteSf forts verroux^ 
" ' Aux anus vraimeni medoiXilit^ 
Vous refrefentfxi.r infer ^ 
( Mais aux anus innocentes t 

Vous n'etes que du iois, des pierres, et dufefm 

Voltaire fays, there are no compofitions in the 
French language, which in ftyle and manner 
more refemble the orations of Tully, than the 
remonftrances of Peliflbn to Louis XIV. jin fa^ 
vour of: M. Foucquett 



M. BUMOXJUN. 



« I tEAVi behind me," fays this excellent 
Phyfician on his death-bed^ *« two moft powerful 
«• remedies, diet and exercife.'* 

Drydcnhas faid, 

. Qod never iwd^ his work far man tp ipcn^J. 

- V This 
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This mxy be trae of man as he came but of 
the i^nds of his great Creator; but he has 
fince, by his vices and his foliite^ debafed his framcj^ 
and made it neceflary for him often to apply for 
theafliftance of thofe if ho have made the difeales 
of the body their pardcalar fhidy« Yet with what 
caution he (hould apply^ the learned Frederic HofH 
man will warn him^ who wrote a book entitled 
'«. Medici M(friorum Caufai' Phyficians the Caufes 
of Difeafes** 

M. Dumoulin had this infcription engraved 
over the Fountain of the Mineral Waten of 
Bourbon: 

Auriferas dives joQet PaSoIus annas, 
Dithr hac ifolvit mQrtalibus undafaluUm. 

Unenvied now, Pa3olus, roll along 
Thy golden fands» immortalized in fong ; 
. Our fiaivour'd fireams in richer torrents flow. 
And health'3 great blelBng on mankind beftow* 

The 

* ^ The lives of many hyfterical and hypoehondrisical 
« patients/' fays the ingenious Dn Ferriar» of Manchefler, in 
hi^ excellent Treatiie on the Converfion 'of Difeafes, '^ havet 
<* been at once (hortened and embittered hy the thoughtle£^ 
** encottragement given by fomc praftitioners to the uib of 
** fpirituous liquors. I have feecf moll melancholy inftances 
'' in which habits of dram-drinking have been thus acquired^ 
'* under the landion of the medical attendant, by perfons not 
*> only temperate but delicate in their moral habits. In this* 
*' manner hyflerical difeafes of no grpat moment ar^ c(^«' 
** verted to fchirhiS of the liver and dropfy, to apoplexy, 
5< palfy, and other difeafes ; fti manum dc tabula." 
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Tiiff three Greek MPOtdi Iacei3r infcribed by the 
jearofd and • ^ixllent Dr. Harrington on the 
jPuDop-rooiri at Bath have a peculiar ahd fpecific 
propriety. They are Ample and elegant in them« 
felveij are taken from a great lyric Poet^ and al- 
lude to the celebrated fyllem of an ancient Bhi-^ 
lofopher^ thatiifeater is the principle of all things ; 
tnd they beaJr a fpecific aliufion to the proper^ 
ties iii t&e fiaih water^ whith are extremely fa. 
lutary to thofe vfho have indulged in wine and 
^ritteiited-liquors*' 



REGNARD. 



Thi life of this celebrated French Comic Poet 
appears to have been a life of real romance* He 
was bom at Paris in 'i647« His great paffion 
throughout life was that of travelling. In re- 
turning from Italy to France by an Englifli mer- 
chant (hip, he was taken prifoncr by an Algerine 
vcflcl, and carried with the reft of the crew to 
Algiers, where he was fold for a flave to one of 
the principal perfons of that city. Regna'rd» 
being a very good cook, was in confequcnce of 
his knowledge in that very ufeful art take notice 

of. 
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of by bis mafter, and treated with great lenity. 
He was however detefted in an intrigue ♦ with one 
' of the women of his mailer's feraglio, and was 
- jentenced either to be impaled^ or to turn Ma- 
hometan. The French Coiiful at Algiers^ who 
had juft received a very confiderable flim of 
hioney to purchafe Regnard^ liberty^ made ufe 
of it 'to procure him both that and his life. 
Regnard, again a free man, returned to France : 
having however the gout dt la vie vagabmde (as 
he calls it) he travelled into Flanders and Hoi- 
fcind, and from thence to Denmark ; the Sovereign 
of which country advifing him to vvifit Lapland. 
he and two other Frenchmen (whom he chanced 
to meet at Copenhagen) went together into Lap- 
hnd as far as the extremity of the Gulph of 
Borneo, and extended their travels even to the 
Frozen Sea* Stopping here, as they eould not 
poflibly go any farther, Regnard had thefe lines 
engraven upon a ftone on a mountain near that 
immcnfc repofitory of ice: 

Gallia no5 genuit, vidii nos Africa^ Gangem 
HaiifimuSy Eurofamqut oculis lufiravimus omnem. 
Cajibui it varils aSi Urraqut mariques, 
Siftimus hie tandtm qud nobis defuit or bis. 

In Gallia born, by fcorching Afric vicw'd. 
And bath'd in Ganges' confecrated flood. 

We've 

• The principal circumlUnces of this intrigue Regnaid has 
forked up into a Novel called *< La ProvcnioU** 

5 
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. We've fccn whatever of nature and of art. 
To wondering eyes all Europe can impart ; 
By Fate's kind power enabled to withftand 
The various perils of the fea and land. 
Here then we flop, here fix our laft retreat; 
Where the world clofcs on our wandering feet. 

No .one feems to have felt more fenfibly, or to 
have defcribed more forcibly^ the miferies of an 
idle and undeiignated life than M. Regnard. In 
fome port in which he was becalmed^ he thus 
cxprefTes his fenfations on thefubjcdt: — " The 
•* whole time in which we were becalmed," fays 
he, «* was not entirely loft to me. Every day 1. 
*« went to the top of fbme high and pointed rock^ 
«' from which the view of the fta^ and of the 
«* precipices that furrounded it, correfponded 
" perfe(5Hy well with my meditations. In thefc; 
^' converfations with myfclf, 1 laid open my on^nt, 
«* fclf to myfelf* I endeavoured to difcover, in 
« the very inraoft receflcs of my hearty the fen-, 
** timents that had been before concealed front 
•• me ; and I faw them as they were in reality, 
*' and without difguife, 1 threw my eyes back 
«' upon tlie agitations of my paft lifc^i where I 
•« faw defigns without execution, and enterprises 
«« without fuccefs. I confidered my prefent ftatc 
•* of life/ my continual change of place, my cpn- 
^' ftant though ufelcfs travels, and the continual 
" emotions with which I was haraflcd, I recog- 

" niwd 
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^ mixd myfclf but too well under every one of 
Y thcfe fituations, into which mere caprice, mere 
*' ficklcncfs had dircded me, without being able 
*' to allow even nny vanity and felWovc to tell 
«' me any thing in my favour. I then began to 
** make a juft cftimate of what I had been doing; 
*' I became but too fenfible how contrary all that 
^ I had ever done was to the proper bufinefs of 
«' liic, which confifts in quiet and in tranquillity ? . 
*' and that that happy ftatc of mind is only to 
*» be found in fome agreeable profeflion or bull- 
<• nefs, which arrells the human mind in the fame 
^'^ manner as an anchor flops a vefTcl in the midft 
*• of a ftorm« 

** There is perhaps/' adds M. Regnard, ^* no- 
** thing more difficult in hunian life than the 
^ choice of a profeflion. Hence it happens; 
^ that there are fo many perfons who live 
*' without any profeffion, and who exift in sL per- 
'' petual and difgraceful indolenc?, not fpcnding 
•' their time in the way in which they would 
^^ wifh to fpehd it, but as they have been accuf- 
*« tomed tofpend it, whether from their appre- 
*» henfion of difficulty, from their love of idle- 
** nefs, or their diflike to labour. The life of 
•* thefe miferable perfons is a ftate of perpetual 
•* Station; and if, at an advanced period of 
*• life, they ftem to be fixed to any thing,' it is 
** not the diflike (o mption^ but their inability to 
* - - it xnove^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



300 REpNARBi- 

•• move, that is the caufe of it. Thefc pexibnf 
^ arc continually acculihg Fortune of having 
•* treated them ill: they ar« continually com* 
^* plaining of the badnef^ of the times, and the 
•* wicked nefs rf the ag(r. They are continually 
•' flying from one place to another, and arc never 
«' pleafed with any. In winter they are too cold, 
«« in fummer they are too hot.-^ If they make a 
»' voyage by fea, they are foon tired of the incon^ 
" veniences of beit^ on (hip.board; if they 
♦• travel by land, they arc incommoded by duft, 
•« by bad horfes, by bad inns. If they go to any 
^ place, they are foon tired of it, and go to fome 
" other place. Tlj^zs flying ever from themfdves, 
** they always cari-y with them their own ihct>n- 
•* ftancy of mind, yet appear to forget that the 
" caufe of their wretchednefs is within them*^ 
«* felves, and do not remember what Horace has 
«« long 2^0 told them^ 

Patrict quis exut 
Se quaque fugtt? 

thus exquifitely tranilated by Mn HatUngs^ 

What vagrant from his native land' 
E'er left himfelf behind \ 

One of the moft ftrjdcing.pi<5hires that was evet 
made of the wretchednefs and mUcry of an idle 
aad unappropriated life is to be met with in Loid 

Clarendon's 
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Cigrferidon's Dialogue oa.the Wattt of Rrfpcft 
due tp OJd Age, in tb^ vqIimdc of big Tm3:d^ 
^here he gives ihe Jbllowing o^daochQly account 
of oqe of his country neighbours: 

<« Yfbfin i viiiKd thifi Gc^den^^l in the tnorn* 

^^ ing I always ^qd him in hid bed» and ti^ien t 

^^ caQ»e in (he afternoon he waft ilflcep^ and to nsoft 

^ men l»cfidcs myfeif was denied, but was veiy 

* ^* willing to be called when I came^ arid alw^yt 

*« received. me with chcerfulnefs^ OnCc walkii^ 

«' with hiiti, I doubted he wfis tneUnchoiy^ and 

*' by fpending his time fo much in bis bed, dnd 

" fo miich alone, that then: was fomtthiiig which 

*' troubled him, other vVife tfmt it could not be 

" that a tnau upon whom God had poured dowtt 

*' fo msii\y bleffings, in the conifbrt of fo exceU 

*' lent a wife, who had brought him fo xomy 

<' hopeflil childreni and in the poOTcflidn of fo 

^* ample an eftate, fhould appear in the courfe 

*• of his life, and in the fpending of his time, 

<< ta be fo little, contented as he appeared to 

*« be. To which, with a Countenance a little 

** more ered and cheerful, he anfwered^ that 

** he thought himfclf the tnoft happy man 

*^ alive in a wife, who was all the comfort he 

*<. could have in this world; that he was at fo 

'* much eafe in his fortune, that he could not 

** wifo it greater^ But he (aid, he would deal 

«* freely with mcj and tell me, if he were mc- 

" lancholvr 
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•» fancholy (which he fufpoacd himfejf of) 
^ what was the true caufe of it: that he had 
^ fbmewhat he knew not what to do with; his 
*^ time he knew not how to fpend^ which wai 
f *' the reafpn he loved his bedfo much, and 
^» flcpt at other tiipes, which^ he faid, he found 
'* did already do him no good in his health. 
•^ I told him^ that I had obferved in his clofet' 
•* many books finely bounds which I prefumed 
<* he might find good divertifement in reading.* 
*' To which he replied, that they were alt 
•* French romances, which he had read enough, 
•* and never found himfcif the better, for want 
•« of fbme kind of learning, which was necef- 
«« fary to make thofc obfervations which' might 
** arifc even from thefe books ufefiil ; and he 
«' confefled that he could not read any book* 
«' for half an hour together without fleeping. 
•« All which, he faid with a deep figh, was to 
*' be imputed to the ill-education he had had; 
*• which made him fpend that time in which 
«♦ he ought to have laid up , a flock of know- 
•* ledge, which would have made his age de- 
^* ledlable to him, in dancing and fuch other 
<« trifles, the (kill and perfedlion wherein men 
«• grow weary of as foon as they are grown per* 
*' feft men, and yet when' it is too late to 
*• cultivate their niinds with nobler fhidies^ 
«* which they are unapt then to , enter upon, 
4 •• becaufc 
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^ bticaure diey fee. what progrefs much younger 
^ men have made in thofe ftudies before the/ 
^ bc^nj and lb chufe rather to flatter them- 
^« felves in their ignorance.'* In the courfe of 
the narration^ it appears that the father of this 
unhappy man had, from a fdblifh notion that 
his {on might learn Tome vices at the Englifli 
Univcrfitics, fent him to one of the French 
Academies^ whefe^ as himfelf told Lord Claren« 
don, " Truft me, neighbour/* faid he, « ail 
^^ that is learned in thefe Academies is ridii^, 
^* fencing, and dancing, befides» fome wicked-' 
^' nelles they do not profeis to teach, and yet 
<* are too eafily learnt, and with difficulty 
•^ avoided, fuch as I hope our Univcrfities are 
•* not infe<flcd with. It is true,*' added he, 
•^ they have men there who teach Arithmetic, 
•^ which they call philofophy; ami the art of 
«* fortification, which they call mathematics; — : 
♦* but what learning they have there I might 
^eafily imagine, when he aiTured me, that in 
'* three years which he fpent in the Academy, 
<^ he never faw a Latin book, nor any Mailer 
*' that taught any thing there, who would not 
" have taken it very ill to have been fufpeA-^ 
•' ed to fpcak or underftand Latin, Oh, neigh- 
** hour,*' continued he, " I do promifc you, 
" that none of my children fiiall have that 
'' breeding, left when they come to my age, 
' " they 
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^ they know not bcttrt' to fpcnd their time than 
" I do^" Lord Clarendon adds^ *' that this un- 
" happy Gentleman's melancholy cbily increafed 
« with the ^ony of his thoughts, till hecontiaded 
<^ chofe difcafes which carried him off at the ^gt 
•« of thirty-fix years/* 



SENEGAL 



This celebt^ted French Epigiammatifl . waa 
valet-de-chambre to Maria Therefa, the Queen 
of Louis XlV. In early life he had been long 
wavering with refped: to the choice of the profeC* 
iion he was to follow ; he however, at laft, very 
dutifully, and very wifely, deferred to the opinion 
of his Father*, who chofe for him the profeflion 

of 

• On the fubjeft of the choice of a profeflion^ Dn John« 
fon, with his ufual fagacity of remark, fays, ^* I have cve# 
<^ thoKght thofe happy that have been fixed fioni the firft 
<< dawn of thought to fome ftate of life^ by the choice of oos 
<< whofc authority may preclude caprice, and whofe influence 
<< may prejudice them in favour of his ppinion. The gene- 
<< ral precept of confulting the genius is of litde ufe, unleii 
'* we can tell how that genius is to be known. If it is only 
<* to be dtfcovered by experiment, life will be loft befote the 

«* refolution 
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of the Law. Whilft he remained in his ftate of 
uncertainty he wrote the following' lines ; to which, 
from the peculiar ncatncfs and felicity of expref- 
lion contained in them^ it would be difficult to do 
jufticein a tranflation. 

l' irresolu. 

Pendant que Luc dtUhere 
Sur ce qu*il doit eUvenir^ 
Ets'tlejlbondefefaire^ 
Homme d^egUJe ou d'affaires 
Avocat ou T^ou/quetaire, 
Plus vUe qu'un/ouvenir, 
Le temps a Vaile kgere 
Part 9 pour neplus revenir, 
Ses beaux jours vont $*embrunirt 
Et la vieiUeffi Romance. 
Aupareevant qtiilcommemt 
Ilfermt temps definir. 
Flottant dans V incertitude, 
Luc refie infenfiblementf 
Inutile egaliment 



f* refolution can be fixed. If any other indications are to be 
** found, they may, perhaps, be ealily difcerned. At lead, if, 
*< to miTcarry iii an attempt be a proof of having miftaken the 
** direftion of the genius, men appear not left frequently 
<< miftaken' with regard to themfelves than to others ; and there- 
" fore no one has much reafon to complain, that his life was 
^ planned jout by .his friends, or to be confident that he fhoald 
*< have had either more honour ox more happineHs, by being 
*' abandoned to the choice of his own fancy.'' 

VOL. IV, % . ^ * Pour 
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Li iMnJiii 1(1 j9litutU. 
^ani a moi, je prevois Hen 
^e cherchant trop aje cormoUre. 
Ci qui! peat ce qu*{lviutetre^ 
Erjfin Luc nejera rien. 

Senegal ufc to call checrfulncfs of temper '« la 
" b^aume de la vie.** He wrote fomc Memoirs of 
Cardinal de Retz, which arc now procured with 
difficulty, and which differ in fomc rcfpcds from 
thofc publilhcd by his Eminence. 



■— Hi* 



LAINEZ 



Was an. excellent Scholar and an el^nt Foet« 
He divided his time between the plcafures of 
the table and his ftudies. Some one having 
cxpreflcd his furprfze at feeing him in the King's 
Library at Paris early, one morning, after he had 
fpent the preceding night jovially with him^ he 
replied, in imitation of two wclUknown Ikies of 
Martial. 

RegnatnoSeealixy volvuniur iiUiamanf* 
Cum Phah Bacchur dividit imperitim. 

/ill night I drink, and ftudy hard all day, 
Bacchus wlth'Phoebus holds divided fway. 

He 
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He faid of tho& el^nt littk iFktiich vo. 
lumes called the *f Aua^/* that they wei:e the 
^/tf»c manger of Literature; 



RACINE: 



VoiTAiilB tifed td fay, that nothing could 
be fo eafy as to make a commentary upon the 
ti^ritings of thU degaint writer^ for that the au- 
thor would have nothing to do but to put 
under every palTage, ♦' line, admirable^ excel- 
^* lent, charming, &c.'^ The French fcholars 
tiniverfally prefer his verfes to thofe of any Poet 
in their urimufical langu^e. Racine was by no 
ineans a man of good temper, and was extremely 
tough itid imp<;tuous in converfation. He had 
•ftnce a long and violent difpute with his friend 
.^oiieaU ; — when it ifiras Over, Boileau, with great 
/ang/roid, fkid to bina, *' Had you any real intea- 
*« ti6n jiift how of making rfie uneafy ?*' — *« God 
" forbidj my good old friend j" replied Racine.-p* 

* A feleftion has beta lately made from tliefe little volumes 
by a fellow of New College, Oiford, whofe tafle in making 
it Oiews hhn to be the wp^thy <Uv€ of lir. Jofeph Warton* 
.Sec •* SA^SdguA ftom the French Ax^h 2 vob. &2mo/' 

± % '' Well 
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*f Well then/' faid Boikau, « you have done vrhat 
" you did not intend to do, for indeed you have 
" made me unieafy." 

Yet Racine had fo great an attachment to 
Boileau, that when the fatyrift vifited him on his 
death-bed, he faid, throwing his arms aroun^ him, 
<' I look upon it as a great happinels that I die 
•* before you." 

Racine read extremely well. Louis the Four- 
teenth fent to him one day when he was indifpofed 
to read fomething to him. Racine propofed the 
celebrated Tranflation of Plutarch's Lives by 
Amyot. . ♦' The language is antiquated," faid the 
King.—" Well, then. Sir," replied Racine, « I 
'' can correiStthatdefed; I will put him into mo- 
'* dern French." This Racine did, and pleafed 
his Sovereign extremely. 

Racine, foon after his appointment to the 
place of Hifloriographer to Louis the Four- 
teenth, requeftcd ah audience — '* Sire," faid he, 
*^ an Hiftoriah ought not to flatter; he is bound 
«' to reprefent his hero exadHy as he is. He 
^ ought indeed to pafs over nothing. In what 
'^ way docs your Majefty choofe that I fliould 
'^ fpeak of your gallantries ?"-^« Pafs them 
«* over," replied the King, coolly. " But, alas! 
" Sire," replied Racine, with great roanlinefsj; 
^' what I omit, the reader will fupply." Louis 
replied, « Pafs them over, I tell you," — Racine 

added» 
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added, *' As there arc many incredible things, 
«• Sire, in the life of your Majefty, the fincerity 
*« with which I ihould avow the weakneilea of 
** my Hero to my reader, will perfuade him 
«^ that I regard the truth, and this regard to 
^' truth will, in his mind, be a paiTport for my 
« hiftory/* Louis replied, «' I am not yet de- 
'^ cided in my opinion what you ought to do: All 
'* that I can tell you at prefent is, topafs over my 
*• intrigues." 

Racine ufed to fay of Lucan, that he was Vir- 
gil drunk, " Virgile ivre:' There arc (till, 
however, much fire and fpirit in his inebriety — 
particular paflages are exquifitc. ' Corneille pre- 
ferred Lucan to Virgil. 

Racine wrote feveral notes on the margin of his 
editions of the Greek Dramatic Poete. They are 
prcferved in the King's Library at Paris* 



CHARPENTIER, 



Thb Charpentieriana feems to have very good 
reafons for fuppofing the author of that formerly 
much read book " The Turkifb Spy,'' to have 
been an Italian of the name of Marana^^ who re- 
iided at Paris. 
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PATHER BOUSSIERES. 

One of the moft lingular dedications, pem? 
haps, in the world, is that of this learned Monk'a 
• •' Parterre Hijhriqne*' to the Virgin Mary, whoiii 
he thus addrefles : 

*^ MATRI DEI REa;NA MUNDI,*' 

« To the Mother of God and the Queen of 
« the World. 

^' After fuch auguft titles, O great Queen^ 
*' I am almoft afliamed to offer to you fuch % 
'' trifle as this book is ; but I have fo firong a 
'' defire to let mankind know that I owe yon 
^' every thing, that I am tempted to do it, 
** without paying that refpeft which I ought 
'* to do to your greatnefs; though indeed, to 
•• fpeak truly, I diminifli not 4 tittle of ybur 
^' greatnefs, when I have recourfe tp your 
'^ kindnefs. Permit mc then, O great Qgeeiij, 
*' again to renew the offering which I make to 
«' you in confecrating to you the firft-fruits of 
*' my (Indies, hoping that thid work of mine 
?< (however- inconfiderable in itfelf) will be in 
!^ (bme degree efteemed by the worid on ac«; 
^f count of your adorable namej which it beans 

** infcribcd 
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^' uiicnbed on the firfl: page of ic» and that the 
^' Author chc^e exprefsly to procure for k fafety 
J' and protcdlion/' 

«» La Parlerre Hf^rique/* LyoM, 167a. 



SEGRAIS, 

The Author of the celebrated Romance of 
" Zaide," who lived in the reign of Loui« the 
Thirteenth of France, and in the early part of 
that, of Louis the Fourteenth, fays, " I find 
" myfelf much more happy in France under its 
*' prefent Government, than a Dutchman ia 
'* with all his pretended liberty. He pays fi> 
" many taxes, that fuppofing he had fix thou-» 
^' fand livres a-year, he muft pay two thouiand 
" out of them ; whilft I, by paying fometimes 
^» for the regifter of my coat of arms, add occa- 
«« fionally fomc other fmall fum for the neceC 
'« fities of the State, live in peace and fecurity* 
^' A Dutchman has no idea how any man can 
*« bear a Government fodefpotk as that of France. 
" But with us, at prefent, individuals arc more 
« happy, than they were before, when the leaft bit 
'* of a Gentlen^an would play the petty tyrant upon 

** his 
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<• his cftatc. In our whole Province of Narmandf 
^' we had only two or three Noblemen who be- 
«' haved themfelves like brave and honeil Gcn-r 
•' tlemoi- The reft of them, who ufed to tyran- 
«* nize over their Fanners and beat them^ are all 
/' gone to the Devil. Was it not a ihameful 
^ and a fcandaloiis things that s^ niifcrable Coun^ 
*' fellor of Parliament had it in his power to 
*' make every-body within twelve miles afraid 
'' qf himl" 

•* Cardinal de Retz^" fays Segrais, «' told us 
*' a truth fomcthing of which I knew pofitively 
*^ the contrary. To avoid mentioning that his 
^' Eminence had told a lie, I obfervcd to him, 
** that he ought to do as the late Madame de 
** Montpenficr did, who ufed to fay, that (he 
** never told an untruth, but that (he made ufe 
<< of her imagination to fupply the defedl of her 
^^ memory/* 

•' When I was young," fays Segrais in his 
Memoirs, ** I M'as fond of making verfes, and 
*' of reading them indifferently to all forts of 
*' pcrfons. But I perceived, that when M. 
" Scarron, who was however my intimate friend, 
** took out his portcfeuille, and read me feme 
** of his yerfes, he bored me exccffively, al- 
** though his vcrfcs were very good. I then 
'* began to refled, that as my verfes were not 
♦* near fo good as his, I muft in a greater degree 

" bor^ 
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^ bore my friends (whb tnoft probably did not 
^* like poetry as well as I did); and I then laid 
«* inyfelf dpwn a refolution, never to read my verfes 
^* except to thofe who alked me, and even then to 
^« take care that I did not ^ve th^m top many of 
»* themt" 

Segrajs^ (peaking of the diiturbances at Paris in 
his time called La Fronde, fays, " The party that 
»^ oppofed the Court had no real reafon for doing 
*' fo. It was to them an agreeable amufement* 
** in .which there was a good deal of laughing^ 
^ and in which every thing was made fun of in 
*' doggerel verfes/' Would to Heaven that the 
late Frondeura in that Country had been as hann-p 
|e(s and as pleafant I 



LULLL 

This great Muiiclan was one day reproached 
with fetting nothing to mufic but the languid 
verfes of Quinault. t|c ran immedis^tcly to 
his harpfichord, and after having for a few mU 
nutes run over the keys in a moll: violent man* 
lier^ 4n^ witii great violeqce of geilure^ fang fronv 

Racine'4 
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RacWs trtgedf 6f ^' Iphigetiie** the following; 
terrific linea: 

Un Prefrg environne tune foule cruelle 
Port era fur mafitte^ une main^riminelle 
Dechirerafonfein^ et d'un eti! curieux 
Dans f on cctur palpitant conjultera ks Dieutt. 

Whae, (hall a t^rieft with facred bxxj wild 
Extend bis ruthlefs hands upon my child \ 
And whilft with ftupid cruelty profound. 
The lovely vidim the vile herd furround^ 
Pierce her foft bofom, and with carious eye 
The future in her quivering heart defcry ? 

Lulli^ thinking himfelf dying, ient for his 
Confefibr. who would not give him ajbfolutioi) 
unlefs he burnt the lad Opera he had compofed, 
and which was in manufcript, Lulli difputed 
for fome time^ but all in vain ; at laft he threw 
it into the fire before the Prieft's face, and 
received abfolution* On bis getting better, the 
Prince of Conde carpc to fee him, and told him 
what a fimpleton he had been to deftroy one of 
his fineft conipofitions, '< Do Hot condemn 
*' me. Sir, unheard/* replied the Muficlatt ta 
the Prince, " I knew very well what I* wai 
*' about: I hdve another copy/' Lulli died at 
laft 6f a wound which he had given himfelf in 
his foot, by beating time with too much vldcnccf 
with his cane. Agitated by the cxtremcft remorfc 
3 for 
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for the free life which he had led, he ordered him-* 
felf to be placed upon alhes^ and a rope to be put 
about his neck, and'with tears in his eyes expired, 
Chafiting fporti the *« Pro/a Ecclefiafiica'^ of the 
Komifh Church, " Oh wretched finncr, you rnuft 
♦•die!'* 

When Cardinal d'Eftrces was at Rome, he 
praifed Corclli's Sonatas very much before that 
exquifite Author. " Sir/' replied Corelli, " if 
•« they haw any merit, it is becaufe 1 have ftudied 
♦^ Lulli/» Handel himfelf h^ imitated LulU in 
l^an^ of his Qvet^turcs, 



■P*i 



M- ARNAULD D'ANDILLY, 

This learned and pious head of the illuftri- 
^us family that bears his name, was intended 
by A'^ne of Auftria for a very confiderable em- 
ployment at her Court, which he refufed, and 
retired to the celebrated feminary of learning 
and of piety near Paris^ fo well known by the 
name of Port Royal des Champs. As by the 
l-ules of' that venerable Society every member 
of it was obliged to have fome manual employ- 
ment, Arnauld purfued that of gardening. He 

fcnt 
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fcnt every year a prefcnt of fruits which he had 
cultivated himfcif to Anne of Auftria: Catdi- 
nal Mazarin ufed to call them *' Us fruils hi^ 
nits.*^ He died at Port Royal at the age of 
eighty-four years. He is thus defcribed by a 
perfon who knew him at the latter part of hii 
life I 

*' His fparkling tyes, his firm and quick 
•* ftcp, his voice of thunderj his body upright 
** and vigorous, his gray hairs that fo well con- 
*• traded with the ruddinefs of his cheeks, his 
«< grace in mounting and in fitting his horfe, 
*' his Arcngch. of memory, the readinefs of his 
" wit, the force of his hand both to hold his 
*< pen and to prune his trees, infure him a kind 
«« of immortality amongft the Society to which 
*' he belong!/* 

M, Arnauld tranflated the Hiftory of the 
Jews from the Greek of Jofephus; the Lives 
of the Saints and Fathers of the Defert, com- 
piled from the' Fathers of the Church; fonie 
books upon Gardening, and fome facred Poems^ 
which he calls 7 (BMvres Cbritiennes.'' Thefe 
Poems were lately prcftnted to a Lady, between 
whom and this virtuous Nobleman a parallel might 
be very fairly drawn. The following lines accom- 
panied them ; 

What! 
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What! «* (Em/ra Chretunnes" toB fend? 

What, teach ev'n pious excellence to mend? 
No ; but to (hew her how in Arnauld's lines 
Her faint-like life in his rcflefied (bines. S. 

<* M. Arnauld D'Andilly is a man/* fays Bal- 
zac, " v?ho, poflcfling the moral as well as the 
•• Chriftian virtues, was neither vain of the firft, 
*^ nor a(hanied of the laft/* 

It was one day obferved to M, Arnauld, how 
-wonderful it was that his brother's book, the 
celebrated " Uvre de la frequente CommunionC^ 
though written by a young man who had juft 
finiflied his fludies, and who had /not lived in 
the great world, ihould have been written with 
fuch elegance and politcnefs. He replied, " that 
•* there was no ground for aftonifhment, for 
^< that his brother merely fpoke the language of 
•« his family.** 

M. D* Arnauld went to Verfailles to return 
Louis XIV. his thanks for appointing his fon 
M. de Pomponne Secretary of State. Louis 
very obligingly told him, \^ that he was well 
*' rewarded for what he had done for M. de 
** Pomponne, by the applaufes that were univer-^ 
«* fally given to the choice he had made of him 
" for that employment ;•• and after having paid 
M« Arnauld fome compliments upon his virtues 
and his learning, he faid to him with a fmile, *' Yet^ 

" Sir, 
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«' Sir^ I cannot help thinking but that you htvt i 
*' fin upon your donfcicncc of whish yoa have not 
«* repented.'* 

" Your Majefty/* replied M* Atti^uld, '* willj 

:«• I hope, tell me Ivhatjt is, that 1 may attempt 
•* to diveft ttiyfclf of it, cither by correAing it 
«* or by doing penance for it**'~" That^ Sir/* . 
added the polite Monarch, *^ is to have told 
•« the world in your fitic Prcfecc ta Jo^phus^ 
•* that you- tranflated that author at th^ age of 
" eighty • For furely you muft be a Ijttle prottd 

. '* to fee yourf^If at that age fliU capable of pro« 
'' ducing a work fo' excellent and fo highly 
«' eftcemcd.'* 
M. Arnauld wrote tikewife the Mcmoifs of his 

iOwn^Lifc, which aoe excellent* 



ARNAULD> BISHOP OF ANOfiRSi 

It feems as if all who bore this illufttious 
name were defigned to be eminent for fome^ 
excellent quality or othefr for learmng, for 
bravery, for virtue, or for piety. The Bifhop 
of Angers, as his Nephew tells us in his Memoii;^^ 

ifas 
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was never once out of his dioccfe* after the care 
of it was committed to his charge. His deli- 
cacy about his epifcopal duties was fo great» that 
being one day at Saumlir within his dioccfe^ 
where Louis the Fourteenth was with his Court, 
ftad OA hQ was walking with fome other Bifhops^ 
Aflari^g a foldier fay, '* What, ihall we never fea 
*' my thii^ but Bifhops here?^' he felt himiclf 
jamth mortified, as if k could podibly kavc 
jt^Kfcd hmiielf* The Biihop was fo unnecef*. 
ikrilj fcrupulous, that paifing a river in- z, boar^ 
where one of the boatmen idl into the wttor 
through drunkennefs, and was drowned, after 
Jiaving feot fome money to the widow, he often 
made a pilgrimage on foot to an hermitage at Ibme 
^iiftance from his place of refidence to pray for 
the foul of the boatman. 

• This may be very comnien<kble in i Catholic 
Bifliop. In England, our Prelates being Peers as well as 
Bifhops, their atteodance in Parliaa«nt becomet t past of 
^vrduty. 
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ABBE ARNAULO 



Was die foil of M. Arnauld D'Andill/j mA 
^rotc fome very entertaining Memoirs of hii 
life. '* My mother/' fays he^ in ohe part 
€^ them, ^< was brought up in Et^Iand^ whilft 
•• her father, M. dc la Bodcrie, was AmbaC 
** fador from the Court of France to James 
•• the Firft. She has often told me, that at 
^' one of the combats between bull-dogs and 
*' lions, in London (a fight very common at 
^ that time in England) at which the King 
•f and his Court were prcfcnt, one of the Maid« 
♦' of Honour to the Queen was attended bjr 
«' a young man of falhion who was much attached 
•* to her, and to whom (he Ihcwed very little kind- 
«* ncis. The Lady, eithtr to prove the ftrength 
^ of his paffion, hr perhaps, as the Abbe fays, to 
«* get rid of him, dropped one of her gloves upon 
»' the ftage, and turning to the Gentleman, aifeded 
♦* to appear extremely concerned at her lofs. He 
*' well knew what this meant, and coming down 
*« very coolly from his feat, walked upon the 
** ftage with his fword drawn, and his left arm 
** wrapped up in his cloak. He then picked 
'' up the glove^ which had expofed him to 

" fuch 
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•• ttch^ imminent danger. By good kick the 
^ Hdn "vbs too much engaged on the oppiofite fidd 
* 'bf'tlire 'ftage with the bulUdcgs to take notice 
^ of liim.' Hehext retired to his feat with fh'e 
^* Csitne co'alners with which he had quitted it, 
•* When hirhing to the Lady, and giving her a 
*"' Very gentle tap on the cheek with the glovej 
^ Here, Madam, fs your gbVe! Indeed ybu do 
^ nottJeferve ro have a man like myfelf attached 
^ to you. From that titnc he took no ftitther 
^ nbticeof*htfr; His behaviour wa^ the admira- 
" tton of tht whole Court j her's was the Aatnc 
'^ andthccbntehipt/' 



-i^Ma 



•' ANtHONY ARNAULi), 

DOCTOR OF THB SORBONNE. 

« ' " I. ' 

BotLSAU calls him 

LtsplusfgofOant moriel fue ait jamais icrit^ 
the i^oft learned man that ever wrote; and, indeed, 
when one confiders the number and quality of his 
trriringi, we fhaH have left fcruple to admit the 
§atiri(i's* eulogy upon him *• 

♦ Mis works cdniift of upwtrik of one hundred volumes, . 
•n Logic, GwBrtnaf, Mcttphyfrcs, aodCodtreverfiat l>ivintty. 

VOL IV. r Madame 
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Madame de Guimene had written to* him 
on the education of her only Ton with great 
maternal folicitude. After anfwering her letter 
with fome deuil, he adds, '^ Permit me to 
*' afiure you^ Madam» that it is merely from 
*< the fiiggeftion. of ithe Devil that you affed: 
^ to fcar» that in the attempt to render your 
^ Ton a man of piety^ his mind may becinne 
*' confined and prejudiced'^ and that being well 
^ with God he may be ill with the world. On die 
'' contxacy, I can aflure yQu» that if he is placed 
^' under the diredtion of proper maflerSji his under* 
'« ftftnding ajid his courage will be confiderably 
^ enlarged by his piery^ becaufe there is nothing 
*' in the world fo truly grand as the Chriftian phi~ 
'* lofbphy^ nor any pcifoa fo noble-minded as a 
** true Chriftian'*. Particular care will be taken 
^ to render him poliihed, civile and welUbred^ 
" at the fame time that he is taught the proper ufe 
'« of all thefc q^uatllties, and to employ them rather 
** for the fervice of God than for the vanity of 
*^ the world t*" 

• *' A ChriPdai^isthcnoblcft flyleof man." 

Dm. Y'otjsc. 

+ ** Eycry virtue enjoiq^ by ChriflaanUy »s a virtue^ is 
'^^ recommended by politeneis as aoaccomplifhnienu GcAtle« 
'« utiSf humility^ dc£.Tence, a^biliiy, and a readmdi to aflift 
*^ and ierve on all occafion% are as neccflary in the compofi. 
't lion cf a trne Chniliao, asia that of a Vell-bred man. Pkl^ 

«' flOD» 
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MARSHAL DE NAVAILLES. 

At the btttle of Sencf the Prince cS Conde Tent 
wocd to Mi da Navaillcs to be ready to engage the 
enemy. The meflenger fotind him hearing mafs: 
at which the Prince^ being enraged^ muttered 
fomething in abufe of over-pious perfons* 
But M. de Navailles^ having performed wonders 
during the engagement^ faid after it to the 
Prince^ " Your Highnefs^ I Uncy, fees now 
*' that thofe who pray to Ood behave as well in a 
<< battle as their neighbours," 



■• 



ST. EVREMOND 



Was Captain of the Guards to the great Prince 
of Conde. That Prince had the 'malignant 
humour of amufing himfelf with the foibles of 
perfons of his acquaintance. St. Evremond 

*< (ion, moroiieneik, peevi{hnefs, ind fuperciliout felf-fufficU 
f ^ ency, are equally repugnant to the charafien of both, who 
** differ in this only, — ^that the true ChrifUan really is what the 
** well-bred man pretends to be, and would fttll be better bred 
•* if he was»" — Mf. Soaxne Jenyns's Works, vol, iv, p. 198. 

Y 2 wrote 
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wrote a Comedy, in which there was a charader 
fo much like that of the Prince, that he faw 
his own foible 4cpt^d in it, and was* fo much 
difpleafed with the author, that he took his reri- 
nient from' him. A model of perftA narratlbn 
is to be fburtd ill the Hiftory of La Bofflere in the' 
St, Evremoniana. 



CARDINAL D^ESTE. 



" In the difpute between this magnificent 
" Prince of the Roman Church and the Amirantc 
*' of Caftile, Vicetoy of Naples, on the latter's rc- 
*' fufing to pay a certain mark of refpedt to the 
" Cardinalin theftreetsof Rome; the Italians faid 
** of the bravery which the French that were at 
" Rome exhibited ip a (kirmifh between them and- 
•* theSpaniards upon this trifling occafion. Do we 
«* not fee that the French go to death as if they 
*' weire certain.of rifing again the next day?" 

Memoires D'Arnauld. 
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DOW NO£L D'ARjGONNE. 

This Caithufian Monk^ of^ GaUioa in Nov- 
n^andjT^ feems the only one of l^i& ve^er^ble frator- 
nity who has ever writ^n upon ]fubj^^s of Belles 
JLettres. The firft two volumes ef 4iat loarMd 
and agi'eeable Mifi:eIIany << Lts MtUngis de la 
V Literature,** which go un4er the name of Vig- 
ncuil <Je MervUlc, wpre cqnopikd by him. The 
t;hird volume was put together by the Abbe 
Banier^ perhaps from, the p^peiis of the el^p;aat 
Carchufiaa^'W^ $tppcars to have fived very much 
in the world* He . occa$ona}ly fpeajcs of his 
travels . to Rome ; and his obfervadona feem ft« 
plete with that knowledge and difcrimination of 
charadter which a fecludcd life can never afford. 

" The Painters/* fays he, in. the fecoiKl vo- 
lume of his Melanges, *' who are enraptured with 
«' their art, take every opportunity of Ikecching 
</ any fine heads they happen to meet with» par- 
<< ticulariy \vhen they have fomeihing extmor- 
^< dinary about them. An humble imitator of 
, •* thofe Artifts, I make pHilures of thofe perfons 
'' in whom I perceive any thing remarkable. 
<' Mr. M. N.. is now under my pencil. He is a 
<^ man of qusdity, ienfibl^, handfome, and gen. 
«' teel. He is extremely plcafapt ia jfociety, but 

" knows 
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326 DO|C* NOEXf p'ARGOVirE. 

'' knows not what it is to love, or to have a real 
'* regard for any one. He is of opinion, that 
" the heart i$ given us merely to purify the bloody 
•* to fet it in motion^ and to render it perfed, and 
'f not to receive any imprefHons of tcndernefs or 
*' of attachment to mankind. He looks upon 
^' this principal part of ourfelves as a limple 
f* machine^ and nearly as the principal pump of 
^' Paris^ which ferves merely to raifc the water 
5f of the Seine, and to diftribute it througl^ the 
f? city. Mr. M. N. pays vifits, and is vifited 
•* in his turn : he is polite to tvery one. Every 
*• perfon who meets him is always glad to Ice 
*' him> and when he quits him, it is always wirtf 
** fome degree of regret. His unflerftanding 
*' turns itfelf as he pleafes, and he accommodates 
?« himfelf to the talents, and the turn of mindj» 
•^ and the capacity of every one who comes near 
?' hioi. He is a Divine with Divines, a Philo- 
^' fopher with Philofophers, a Politician with 
•' Politicians, a man of frolick with thofc who 
?' have that turn of mind. In fhort, prepared 
?' for any thing, he is the man of every perfon » 
*< dnd (till the man of no one. Hf forgets ypu 
■* as (oof) as your back is turned, and never 
** thinks but of pleafing thofe who are immc- 
!• diately before him. He paiTes imperceptibly 
f» from one Iccne to another, and from one cha-. 
rafter to another. He is always himfelf, and 



«« 
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*' yet te i» never himfelh Me takes time as it 
*' comes. . The day of yeftcrday remains not in 
" hi» memory^ and he never by care and by fore- 
" fight anticipates that of to-morrow.** 

Dom* Noel wrote upon " Education/' or, tlie ' 
** Hiftory of M. de Mon^ade/' accompanied 
with fome Maxims and Refledlions. RoulTeau . 
appears to have read this work^ and to have made 
fome ufe of it in his " EmiU.** Dom' Noel's 
Treatife •' Sur la LeSure des Peres de I'Eglife,'' 
or on the manner in which the Fathers (hould be 
read, was a book much efleemed in the Catholic 
Church of France. 



SORBI£R£ 



Tranflated Hobbes's famous political Work 
«* Leviathan*' into French. In his Preface he 
draws a parallel between his Author and Ma- 
chiavel. •' The reafonings of Machiavel/* fays 
lie, " proceed from a cruel and a favage mind ; 
*• thofe of Hobbes flow from a difpofition good^ 
«• tender, and benevolent. Yet after all,** adds 
he, *• who will become a fkilful politician by 
" reading Hobbes ? All that he fays, to fpeak 
** after the Italians, is merely an impoilible 

" chimefa, 
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«< chimen^, a wild Inyentioa^ a ciuipi cicaafa^ 
^ fioa. Bufinefs and not decUmatipn^.fmd ftifl 
«* kfs the empty imaginations ctf* a kiumed man 
*' in his ftydy, make politicians. Pm ^mie, feys 
^' BcK:caiini> un* oncia da folio che nklle di ragiMe^ 
^^ It^mm^ difcojcfii poniamo il n^ozio inpratlica^* 



BAYLE, 

This learned and acute writer was no Mathe- 
matician, According to Le Clerc, he faid, that 
he never could be hrnught to uaderfland the de-* 
monftration of the firft propofition of Euclid *. 
The fame defeft of mind feems to have followed 
him in every thing vhich be did* He doubts and 
does not prove any thing, and de&ivea we14 what 
was once iaid of him, that he was jthe Attorney^ 
General of the Philofophers^ that he merely ftatc4 
their different argumcats^^ but gave no opiaioa oij 
them, 

^ Dr. Free qfed to hjx tbtt the pro|3er de^tionof a tnid 
ynSi a beiog ^vho cguld prove tb^ three angles of a tf tangle- 14 
^ eqaal to two right ones* 

Quintilian fays of Geometry, . " Cum QeomitriA divifa Jit in 
f* numtros ^ formas numcrorum quidem* Notitia non oratori 
<«. ^dofed cuicunque frimis faliem Uteris ertuUto ntccffaria efi.** 
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He faid once to Father Toumcmine, '» I am 

** only ' cloud-compelling Jove.* My talent con- 

'^ fifts in foraiing doubts ; but to myfelf they are 

" only doubts.*' It is unfortunate for the gcne- 

•rafity oF fiis readers that they are really ddo^s to 

'Aem; they do not fee fo« clear as hiiilfelf, wfac* ' 

^'^ '.*'•-. ' . • • ' •; 

.^ . ' Suh pidibus vidit nubes ft Jiderii. 

-\j^i ....* ., .1*'*"' 

^- Bayie died, tUs he Irvcd, in obicuriby, •Md'Wich 
t^atti^hquiUifiy of mind. His will was dil^uted 
Tii France {from *which countiy he fa* fled* tto 
'ttv6rA perfecutioTi), and the Parliament of .iPhou- 
loufc^ecermincd St <to be vaHd ; giving as a reSfon, 
<fha€ a man who had enlightened mankind as Bkyte 
liiid don^, (hould be confidered as belonging to 
no partic^ilar country, but as *i Citiion' of the 
"VniverTe*. 

^ In the ^€n reg2jius>f France, the ftate of a x^an q£ I^ 
ten was more confidered than in any other country. Tlie 
parliament of Paris decreed, in the cafe of the profits arifing 
!fn>m Catilxna^ a Tragedy of GreWillon^ that tn no cafe what. 
«vei^Uie namufcripts of an aullior iKere ieizable, oor the |>rt^v 
^ts:«f5CiBl|ing %o Urn from a/^y of Ilia liferary prrfonwioei 
4table to bet^en inexfi4iutiaa for any ikhtc that he^ migtif 
liay|?.99ijtpiftcd, 
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JEAN D'AXiBA. 

This fcrvant of the Jefuits College at Paris, 
called that of Clermont, having (lolen fonne pew. 
tcr plates belonging to that Society, was taken up 
for the robbery, and examined by the Parliament 
of PkrU. He faid in his defence, that he mod: 
aflUredly had taken the plates from the College, 
but that he hid not JioUH them, having adted 
merely in confofmity to a maxim of a Father of 
their Order, Father Bauny, and who, in his 
•« Cafes of Confcience/' article " Servants,** fays, 
<^ That (ervants who are not contented with their 
*^ wages, may augment them by getting into their 
*' hands as much property belonging to their 
'< mailers, as they in their confciences think ade- 
*' quate to proportion their wages to their fer- 
*' vices; and that it is even permitted them to 
'* ad in this manner, if they are fo diilrefied in 
•* their circumftances, when they offer thcmfelvcs 
♦' to a maftcr, that they are obliged to accept of 
" the wages offered to them by him, whilft other 
'< fervants, not mOrc capable than themfelyes, 
*' gain greater wages ♦/* 

The 

• This account is taken Irom the Plrovincial Letters of 
Pafcal ; a work in which this great and good man ihews 

himfelf 
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JEAN B'ALBA. 551 

• The Parliament of Paris very wifely and very 
juftly paid no regard to this wretched fophiftry, 
and condemned Jean d*Alba to be whipped bc^ 
fore the door of the College of Clermont by the 
common hangman^ who ^'as at the fame time to 
burn the book in which this dcteflable and per- 
nicious maxim was contained. 

The Jefuits were at this time in great favour 
at the Court of Louis the Fourteenth, The 
matter was hufhed up^ and Jean d'Alba was no 
more heard of. 

It has been obferved, that the teachers of mif- ' 
chievous and deftruftive do<Slrines appear ia 
general to exped that their fatal confequences 
wjli never reach thettifelves. The " poifoned 
^' chalice, however, fometimes returns to their 
^' own lips.** 

Thofc who inflame the people to tumult and 
to fedition, are often the firft to perilh in the 
conflagration which they have occaiioned; and 
the propagators of immoral and irreligious opi« 
nions have many tiipes, in their owi) families and 
connections, fuffered from their too fuccefsful 

efforts 

kimfelf as much fuperior tp ordinary mortals, as in fame parts 
of his ** Fmfea*' he (hews himfelf inferior to them. A ie- 
ie^iop from the f^ Ftnjtts^** made with care, and tranflatcd 
into Engliihy would prove a valuable acquifition t^ the liura- 
^ure of this country. 
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V 

^erts to (hake off the falutary^ reftrains knpofcd 
^upon mankind*. 



ABBi DE RANC4 

The Reformer of the Convent of La Trappc 
in Normandy, had in early life been a man of 
elegance and of pleafqre. At the age of four- 
teen, he publiflicd an edition of Anacreon ; and 
at a very early age was appointed coadjutor to 
)iis uncle thq Archbifhop of Tours. Having 
narrowly efcaped being fliot by the burfting of a 
jgun on his Ihoulder, he became a penitent, bade 
^dieu to the world and its votaries, gave up his 
pretenfions to fucceed his uncle, and retired to 
the Convent of La Trappe: there he planned that 
very ftrid reform in jts difcipline, to which it has 
rigidly adhered for above a century, and which 
has rendered it fo defervedly famous through- 
out 

* A fervant of a Gentlemtn bat too apt to blazon hit in- 
fidel opinions robbed his mafter, who reproached him very fe- 
vejxly with the crime which he had committed. The ferv'^ant 
replied, that as his mafter had in his convcrfations taken away 
the fuperio'r confideration of a life to come to relVrain his con- 
duQ:, he ought not to Be forprized if his frequent a'uditoir 
rifked the inferior confideration of puniOiment in this life. 
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dut Elart^^ It was faid of hirti, as of an' aildtat 

Philofq^hir, 
• . ^ ' } \ '. 

• 
. Some ^f hk regulations are as follow : 

*^ A peipetual filence is to be obferved in the 
«* Clojffters^ If a Ilranger has occafion for anjic 
*' thing lA the Convent, he muftaddrefs himfelf tq 
" the Porter, or to him that receives the ftrangers^ 
*' becaufe the Monks^ beii^ obliged to keep a moft 
*< ftridt iilencej,. never give ai^ anfwer to thoic 
<' who fpeak to them* 

•' For the diet of the .Monks, vegetable^, 
^< roots, herbs, bread, and milk^ alone fhall be 
" fcrvcd up in the RefecSory. They fhalJL 
«* never be permitted to t^fte there cither fifh or 
*' eggs* J 

*« The firft Monks of the Order (that of St. 
*' BenedifS;} ever looked upon working with 
V their hand$ as one of their principal obliga^ 
*« tions. The Monks fhall proceed to the 
<' different labours thatxare ailigned to then^ ii^ 
y a manner that has nothing light, ^or haft/^g 
«* nor indolent in it. They fhall not permit 
^ 7' thejir fenib^ to be* interefted in the moft indif- 
*' fcrent objc(5s, nor fhall they ufe any vioJpa5 
'* exertion even in the very works about whict) 
H they are employed; confidering^ tl^9( .maxiiu^ 
1 ^ *' ^abdur 
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^< labour is the firft puniibmcnt annexed ta fim 
«' and an exercife extremely well fuited to the ftate 
<< of the poor and of the penitent, and that ic is a 
<« very {k>werful means to ian&ify them in their 
«« profcfliom 

'« They Ihall never mention any ftory rc-< 
« lating to common life, under pretence of 
•« drawing inftrudriort from it; and they ftall 
** banilh from their converfation any news from 
^ the public papers, as well as thofe of the times^ 
•' and of the world, and of the Court, and of the 
" College : thofe having a tendency to indifpofe 
•^ the minds of the Monks to their prefent fitua« 
<' tion, and lead them into diflipation, and into the 
*• remembrance of things that they ought to have 
•» forgotten." 

The Monks, except at bed-time, are gene- 
rally together. The Reformer, like that acute 
obferver of human life. Dr. Johnfon, knew but 
too well how much more dangerous folitary 
vices are than focial ones ; and that many perfons 
are retrained from vice by the eyes of their fellow- 
creatures, who would not pay the fame refpcd to 
the vigilant eye of Omnipotence and Omnifcicnce 
itfelf. 

The remains of this venerable Community are, 

by the pious kindncfs of Mr. Weld, of Lul worth 

Castle^ fettled in his exrenliv^ and beautiful do« 

main, where every thing is furniflied to them for 

I which 
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which their abftinencp and felf^cnial can poflibly 
haveoccafion. 

During the late prophanation of all things 
human and divine in France, thefe illuftrious 
Afcetics made a vow, that if they- ever found 
a permanent afylum in Europe, they would 
drink nothing but water in future. To this 
they have conformed with the fame fcrupulo- 
iity that has ever diftinguiihed the Monks of 
La Trappe. 

Their Convent in Normandy is, as if in de« 
rifion of its ancient defignation, converted by 
the prefent ruling powers of France into a foun« 
dry for cannon; in which the former folitude 
and filence that prevailed there, the whifpercd 
prayers of the afflifted, and the fupprcflcd ifighs 
of the penitent, are ill exchanged for the horrid 
din of thofe 



-mortal engines', vfhofe rude throats 



Th' immortal Jove's dread thunders counterfeit. 
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tVTio tranflatcd Ariftotle^s *' Poetics*' into French* 
With great fidelity, was a' man of very vio^ 
lent temper and of very imprudent conduft, 
and lived in great want. He is thus c^efcribcd by 
Boileau : " ^ ' 

Mis difcbnterited turn of mind followed him to 
the grave; for as he was dying, extended on ami- 
fcrable pallet bed, his ConfciTor exhorted him to 
return his thanks to the Deity for all the bleflings 
he )iad received from' him. " Yes, to be furc/"* 
exclaimed CalTandre ; ** he has fuffered me to play 
" a very pitiful part here indeed. You know how 
** he has permitted me to live, and you now fee 
if* howJi^elets medie.'* .••; 

From the prefent imperfedlionof things, every 
ftate of life is obnoxious to difcontent and com- 
plaint. They however Ihould indulge them with 
great caution whofe mifery is procured by folly and 
by vice, and who have no reafon to expcft the in- 
tq-ference of Omnipotence in thofc diftreflcs of 
which themfelves are the authors. 



'r/' ' ' Digitized by Google 



337 



GUI PATIN. 

This learned phyfician was a great hater of 
the Engiifh nation on two accounts; the firft^ for 
having put their King, Charles the Firft, to 
death; the fecond, forgiving antimony in fevers. 
In one of his letters to M. Spon, of Lyons, he 
fays, 

*< Paris, 6 Mars, 1654. 

'/ Nottt accord eft fait avcc CromwelL Nous 
•' rcdonnoiflbfis la nouvelle RqMiblic d'Angle- 
" terre, ernous aurons pour cet eifct un Embaf-^ 
«* fadeui' a Londres. Celui qui y eft, fera conti- 
"nu6; c'ert M. Bordaux, Maitre des Requctes. 
*' J'ai oui dire quatre vers Latins a un honnete 
** hommc, qui Ton dit avoir etc envoyez d'An- 
'* glcterre, Lcs voici: 

*• CromwelU fur gent iy jacet domus aJta Siuarti 
** Et domus Auriaci Martia fraila jacet. 

** Quod jacet baud miror, miror quod Gall us Ikerqui 
" Et Danus, et regum quicqutd ubique jacet. 

** At Cromwell's rifing fun, in glory bright, 

<' Naflau and Stuart's (lars (et deep in night* 

'* nCM> i» no ivondcr — but I nauch admire 

•' Th*t.Eui:opo> Sovereigns do not all confgire 

'* To crulh th* Ufurpcr's ill acquired ftatc, 

•* And injured Royalty to vindicate." 

VOL. IV. z Patin's 
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Patin's Sovereign Louis XIV. having recovered 
from a fever after having taken antimony^ he men- 
tions with raptures the Latin lines that were made 
upon the occafion : 

l^vis ab epoto^ cur Rex Lidwice vemno 
Quid mirum ? fiihio plus valuers pnces. 
Id cmlif H§» artis cpus, Jim Uge nudintum 
Uec datus ante Deo^ Jie petes inde meri, 
Civibus ilia quidemfuerit medicinaferalis. 
Nil ladunt unSlos viva venena Deos. 

Great Louis, after poifon you furvive! 

No wonder, for our prayers have made you live! 

More powerful than the metal's pointed fting. 

Up to the throne of grace their way they wing. 

This is the work of Heav'n and not of art. 

Sacred to God, his care thou ever art I 

The drug, thy fubje£ts fare and deadly bane. 

The Lord's anointed's life aiTails in vain. 



PAVILLOX. 



Trtis Frenchman was alTuredly no great Poet. 
He was fond of books, yet could not afford to 
buy them. He therefore made ufe of this expe- 
dient: He addrefled a fonnct to every author of 

note 
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note who publiflied at Paris. This procured him 
a copy of the book ex dono au£Ioris. 

Public Libraries fhould contain (if it were 
poflible) every book that has been printed upon 
every fubjeftl Their funds are in general not 
very large. This dcfed was very well fupplied 
under the ancien regime of France. Every author 
, who had acquired permiffion to print his book at 
Paris^ forfeited that permiffion unlefs he printed 
it on good paper and excellent type, and depo- 
fitcd a copy in the Royal Library at Paris. By 
thefe means the King's Library was fupplied with 
every new book at no expence. This regulation 
might, in fome degree, take place in this king- 
dom. By an A A of the Legiflature, every au- 
thor might be obliged to fend a copy of his book 
to the Library of the Britifti Mufeum in London, 
and to the Public Libraries of the two Univcrfi- 
ties of England. This would occadon little or 
no defalcation of the profits of the work to the 
author, and would eminently promote the diifu- 
iion of learning and of knowledge. 
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PRINCE EUGENE- 



This great General was a man of letters: he 
was intended for the Church, and was known at 
the Court of France by the name of the Abb^ dc 
la Savoie. Having made too free in a letter with 
fomc of Louis the Fourteenth's gallantries, he 
fled out of France^ and fcrved as a volunteer m 
the Emperor's fervice in Hungary againft the 
Turks, where he foon diftingui(hed himfclf by 
his talents far the military art. He was prefented 
hy the Emperor with a regiment, and a few years 
afterwards made Commander in Chief of his ar- 
mies. Louvois, the infolent War Minifter of the 
infolent Louis XIV. had written to him to tell 
him that he muft never think of returning to his 
country: his reply was, ^^ Ef^ette ent'rera tm jmr 
•' en France tn depii de Louvois et de Louis.** In 
9II his military expeditions he carried with him 
Thomas a Kempis de Imitatione. He feemied to be 
of the opinion of the great Guftavus Adolphus, 
King of Sweden, " that a good Chriftian always 
•* made a good foWicr.'*' Being condantly bufy, 
he held the paflion of love very cheap,- as a mere 
amufement, that ferved only to enlarge the power 
of women, and abridge that of men. He ufed to 

I 
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lay, •' Lcs amoureux font dans la fociete ce que Us 
^* fanatiques font en religion** 

The Prince was obferved to be one day very 
penfive, and on being alked by his favourite Aid-. 
de-Camp on what he was -meditating fo deeply, 
^' My good friend/' replied he, *'I am thinkings 
** if Alexander the Great had been obliged tq 
'* wait for the approbation of the Deputies of 
" Holland before he attacked the eneri>y, how 
*' impoflible it would have been for him to have 
** made half the conquefts that he did." 

This great General lived to a good old age, an4 
being tarn Mercuriq quam Martin '*,^ much a 
" Scholar as a Soldier," amufed himfclf with 
making a fine colledion of books, pi<fture8, and 
prints, which are now in the Emperor's .collec- 
tion at Vienna. The celebrated Cardinal Paf- 
fionei, then Nuncio at Vienna, preached his fii^. 
neral (ermon, from this grand and welLappro- 
priated text of Scripture; 

•' Alexander, foh of Philip the Macedonian^ 
** made many wars, took many ftrqng holds, went 
'' through the ends of the earth, took fpoils of 
^' many nations: the earth was quiet before him. 
•' Afier thefe things he fell fick, and perceived 
♦' that he (hould ^\^:'— Maccabees, 
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Otho Venius, Rubens' mafter, publiflicd ^ 
book on the rcfemblancc of the countenances of 
men to thoic of animals. Turcnne's was ever 
likened to that of a Lion; the bravery, the mag- 
nanimity, and the humanity of which animal he 
poffeffed in an eminent degree. The Etching 
of TuRENNE prefixed to this Article, is taken 
from a Drawing of Mr, Richardfon, after a Terra 
Cotta made by the celebrated Puget. 

Who will exculpate Turenne from the ravages 
and horrors which the troops under his command 
committed in the Palatinate? His admirer and 
pupil, M. de St. Hilaire, fays, •* The violence of 
'' the foldiers at no time whatever knew left 

bounds*. They fet fire to every thing, and 
" pretended to authorize their violences by thofe 
«^ which had been pradifcd upon their comrades 
" in the fame country by the peafants, who camq 
*' down from the hills upon them, to which they 
«' afterwards betook thcmfelves, , after they had 
" cut their throats. But," adds St. Hilaire, '' as 
«' if to refine upon the cruelty of our foldiers^j 
*' they cut off the hands of thofe poor wretches 

*' whom 

f *' Lajurcur dcsfoldats ne emnut jamais moins des homes.*' 

Mmoircsdc St. Hilairi. 
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** whom they met with, and killed them after- 
?* wards/* 

The Eledor Palatine was fo indignant at the 
cruelties committed in his country byr our fbU 
diers, that his firft emotion was to^make it a pri« 
vate matter between himfelf and the General, and 
to fend to him a trumpet, with a cartel of defi- 

StlCtm 

In his letter he reproached him with his change 
of religion, and with the afylum which his (the 
Elcdlor*s) father had given in his EleSorate to 
the Duke of Bouillon, Turenne*s father. He 
taxed him with ingratitude in having deftroycd 
and burnt that very country. It finifhed by de- 
firing fatisfadlion of him in fingle combat, either 
on foot or on horfeback, as he pleafed* 

Turenne made no reply to the fkft two articles. 
With rcfpedt to the third, he took great pains to 
perfuade the Eledor, that his own fubjedls were 
die aggreflbfs, and that they provoked thefe ex- 
ccfles by the unheard-of cruelties they had exer- 
cifed againft the French army; and that he could 
not be furprifed that fuch conduft had excited 
his foldiers to that degree of fury, of which him- 
felf was the firft to lament the excefs. That 
with refped to the fingle combat to which he de- 
fied himi he was not at liberty to accept of it, as 
he was not in a fituation to difpofe of his own 
perfonas hepleafed; but that he fliould prefent 

himfelf 
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himfelf at the head of the iarmy which he cbm- 
manded^ againft any that his £Ied:oraI Highneft 
ihouid think fit to oppofe to him. 

Tuwnnc never forgave himfcIf for difclofing a 
iecret of ftate iq the beautiful Madame Coetqueiu 
Ne ufed to fay iver afterwards with fome fpicen^ 
*^ that it was never worth while for ^ ihan of 
'* honour to lofe any of his time with a pnrttj* 
*' woman." Many years after his difdbfing the 
fecret with which Louis the Fourteenth had en- 
trufted himj he &id, 5' We will talk of thi$ 
*^ matter by and by, if yog plcafe» biit let uS firft 
* put out the candles," 

. The folloT^ing acpount of the death of thh 
great General U tak«n from the M«npir$ of M^ 
de St. Hilaire, a Brigadier^General in the fervice 
of Lpuis XIV. an^J whq fervcd under Marlhal 
Turcnni in Germany, 

«' M. de Boze had twipe fcnt to Marfhal Tu- 
' renne to dcfirc hifn to come to a particular 
' poft. Turcnne replied to his fecond mcfiagCy 

V as if hf had forcfeen what was to happen, that 
f he was determined to ftay where he wai, tmkefa 

f fortiething very extraprdinai^' fhould take place. 
« Le Boic ftnt a third time by Count Hamilton^ 
* to reptcfent to hihi the abfolute necefiity there 

V was that be (hould come in perfon to give his 
orders. Turenne diredly mounted his harfe, 
and in a gentle gallop reached a ffriail valley, 

" through 
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M dii-ou^ iducH Acy took htm^ tl^at fie might 
^ be 4nit of the reachtof two irnail oannmls that 
•^wcrc cominuitlly firing. lo hdswiy, lie |>cr- 
V ccfveA my*iat3iet upon a: Jieighti t6 whom, M 
^' he. Had the isanour of hk confidafice, he mode 
(* up; ! Thfi Marfluil^ when he liad joined hini; 
^etojppad {faaitj and aflced whefe inas that <!0- 
f<lYiittn of the. efiemy's troops, for wMch they 
e^ had made hmi come tether. My faUuer wsti 
^1 Aewing it to hiih, wben -tiofoituitfltel)^ b»th 
f^thefe fimlL cmnons Ami* The ball of om df 
^them. pa(t!ng over the crpopier. of my fath)«r*i 
^i»rfi^ iboc ofi'his left airm, took off pam df the 
." iKck of iny facher*s hofk^ and ftmcfc M. cf4 
f« Tuit^ne in his right fide, iiik> rode on a fe^ 
f^ paces, and then fell dead fiom his hoife. 

'• Thus died that great man/ who never Itetf 
f^ his equal, and I m\ confident cbat jUI the par. 
" ticulars rebting oo >its deairii are ftHdty tMae: 
<.« All thc|e whp have writteh about it had not 
«' the oppoitonity of being ac^aimcd With all 
** thc'circumltoticcs Which 4 had.: So Iho^king' a 
f fight affisAfid nne with fich viohent grief, that 
<' even at this day I find it tnore eafy to rene# 
<« my lenfations than op describe them. I knew 
f* hot to tohich to fly firftj whefhtr to niy Gene- 
f* ml ©r my Father. Natwre, hbM«vtr, decsdied 
5* ine» I threw myfdf on the nick (kf wy father: 
ff on vrhom as I was anxiouHy looking after thofe 

^* remains 
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<' remains of life which I nearly defpaired to find,; 
*^ he faid thefe words to me^ words which the 
*^ whole French Nation thought fo noble^ that it 
*' compared the heart which had di<fiated tbem^ 
^' to any heart that had ever animated the breads 
f ^ of the old and of the true Romans, and I think 
5<they will not foon be foigotten: 'Alas! my 
^* fon V ej^claimed he, ' i( is not for me that yon 
«* fhould wecpj it is for the death of that great 
*^ man/ pointii^ to ^t de^d body of M* de Tu« 
*' rennc» * In dl probability you are about to 
'* lofe a father, but your Country and yourfelf 
•' will never again find a General like to him 
'• whom you have juft loft/ Having iaid thefe 
^' words, the tears fell from his tjf:&: he their 
^* added, 'Alas! poor army! what will becoqie 
•/<tf you?* Then recoverii^ himfelf, he faid to 
" me, ^ Go, my dear, leave me, God will difpofe 
" of me as he pleafes* Mount your horfe again, 
« I infift on your doing fo. Go, do your duty, 
f and I defire to live only long enough to be af^ 
f furcd that you have done it well/ 
. . ^« My father refilled all the entreaties 1 made 
*f to him to permit me to ftay with him till a fur- 
'f/geon' came, and he could be taken. 6fF the 
''ground. I was under the neceflity of obeying 
«'' him, and of leavir^ him in the arms of my 
<' brother. I galloped away to our batteries, to 

^fmsike 
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^ make them fire, in hope of avenging the lofs^ 
^ which my Country and myfdf had fuftainedt 

*» Some Officers of the army whom I ftw aftcr-^- 
*' warda, aflured me^ that the perfon who had^ 
*f fired that cannon fo fatal to our army, had been- 
** killed the fame day by oneqf our field-piccesv 
*' We indeed, foon after the death of M. de TUv 
^* renne, heard a gr^t cry on the height whcrr 
•' was the left wing of the enemy^, and we faw aiir 
«' Officer f»Il, apparently ftruck by one of our 
** field-piec(:s. He was immediately furrounded* 
** by a number of perfons who took him up;, but* 
«' he was not hurt, the head of his horfe only wa» 
♦' taken off. We were informed that it was M.. 
*' de Montecuculi himfelf (the General of the ar-.» 
*' my of j:he enemy) who h^d efcaped fuch in^mi-* 
f.» nent dangert 

" It 13 impoffible to im^ine the alarm and the 
*' confternation with which an army is affcfted, 
*' who lofes. in the very fight of the tnemy a Ge-^ 
^f neral on whom it has the mofl: reliance^ ^d- 
^' whom it has as much reafon to love a$ to re*' 
f fped. The firft emotion which every foldier 
'f in pur army felt on hearing of the death of M** 
^' de Turenne, was an impetuous defire to avenge 
V it by immediately attacking the enemy. What- 
•^ ever danger there might be in doing this, it 
ff f ?afed to be dr^arf^d : w|iatpver difficulties 

"rpight 
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*^ fnighc arifc, they wttt immediately furmountcd. 
'^ In the midft of alt this »rdcxir» which ainifnated 
«*««"y heart, terror and indignation were ftill 
•limpreffed upon every countenance; ajid that 
•^grief which weighed down the foul, unnerved 
"every krtn^ und rendered the body morlonleTs. 
«* I" cotild n&t pafs n^r fix or feven foldiers or 
•» •officers together without feeing that they were 
^ Ihcdding tears* The two Lieutcnant-Generals; 
''not agreeing well together, were in a ftate of 
" uncertainty and perplexity^ One of them 
•♦ wiftied to give the enemy battle ; the other, 
•'more prudent, kept him back; and it was not 
** till after a very violent difputc, that they agreed 
«* to attempt nothing that day at leaft. The enc- 
** my were informed of the death of M. de Tu- 
•' renne by one of our dragoons, who deferted to 
•'' thcttion purpofe to acquaint them with it. It 
«' is well known that M. de Montecuculi could' 
" not conceal the joy he felt at being delivered 
" from fo formidable an enemy ; and that he 
**couW not iielp giving on the fpot too public 
^ and too vifible figns of that joy, at which he 
«^ afteru-ardfr was obliged to blufh, when he wrote 
*• to his Sovereign the Emperor on the death of 
«* this great Commander : for, after having con- 
•^ gratiilated him on th^t event, he added, that he 
•• was ftill obliged to regret a man like M. de 

" Turcnne, 
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-''Turwne, avIio had done fo tni«ch IioiiQur to 
*' human i?»turc».'* 

No greater teftimony was ever given of the mU 
iitary xneric of TuFenae than thac afibrded by the 
^neat Cood^ himfelf . Previous to fomc battk in 
which he was about to be engaged^ a diflftculty 
occurred not eafily fettled even by Us great 
fK>weii8 of refburce and of combination. '^ What 
^ now;^ faid be to his favouriuc Aid^u-Camp^ 
who was waiiang for orders^ '' what now would I 
*< give fot a quarter of an hour's coav^iacion wish 
/' the Ghoft of Tuf enne I*' 

Louis the Fourteenth, on hearii^ of Tureane's 
dcafb, faid, " We have, loft every thing. M.dc 
" Turenne is dead !" He foon afterwards pro^ 
moted many General Officers to the rank«of JVfeir- 
fhais of France. Madame de Cornuel^ the fa^ 
mMBdi/eufe de botu mUs of her time, faid, ** Que 
" c'eioit h nmnoie de M. Turenne — ^' That they 
*« were change ,fbr M. de Turenne/* 

When Lx)uis made him Commander in Chief 
of hk camps and . armies, he faid, "I wiihuhat 
y you had peDmi&ced me to have done ibmethii^ 

«* more 

• ** Eiant fer^teur ds VErapcrcur^ je nc peux rrCempether di 
*• m^ en rejouir; maisje tegrcttfy ^jt-ntfaurots aj^ regrctttr, 
»« wit h^mmc Au dejus Pbfmm^ & qui/aijait I'haruUurAfku^ 
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«» more for youj'* giving him to un^ctfkixid, that 
if he had not remained a Proteftant, he would 
have given him the fword of Conftable of France. 
•• Conviftion alone/* (ays Brotief, *' effcdcd 
« the change of religion irt M. dc Turerine. ttis 
••frequent converfations upon the coiitroverted 
** points of religion with his nephew, the Cardie 
«• nal de Bouillon^ whom he loved very much, 
•' and who had great influence oVer his mind, 
••ftaggercd and fatisficd him. His converfion 
•« was finifhed by reading the works of BoiTuer, 
«< and by perlbnal difcuffions with him. He 
•« Ipent three years in confidering the (ubjccl; and 
•• when in 1668 he had taken his final refolution, 
*' and^had told his Sovereign of it, the King faid 
** to him, I look upon your converfion. Sir, as 
«* one of the moft honourable things that can 
•« happen to the Church, and as one of the moft 
•« ufcful to my kingdom/* 

By a letter in MS. in the Hotel de Bouillon 
at Parts, it appears that the Pope* offered Turenne 
a Cardinal's Hat on this occaiiM, which he re-' 
fufed. 

It is faid, that this great General was origi- 
nally intended by his parents for the church, in 
fpitc 6i his very early difpofition to a military 
life. The reafon that was afligned^ for thus 
thwarting his natural genius, was the fuppofed 
fceblencfs of hi^conftitution. Turenne, to (hew 

them 
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them haw completely they were miftaken in that 
reipeA^ at the age of fourteen Hole away one 
night from his tutor^ and was found the next 
morning afleep upon a cannon^ on the ramparts 
of Sedan, the feat of the Court of his father the 
Duke of Bouillon. He was then permitted ta 
follow his inclination^ and ferved as a volunteer 
under his uncle the Prince of Orange, with great 
diftindion; and by the ufual gradations rofe to 
the honour of being a Marflial of France, and a 
Commander of the Armies of that Nation. To 
the greateft prudence and courage, Turenne added 
the moft perfe& integrity and fimplicity of cha<- 
ra<fler; fo that Madame de Sevigne, in one ofhcr 
letters, does not hyperboUcally defcribe him as 
one of thofe men who are to be met with only in 
Plutarch's Lives. 

Turenne was eafily dillinguHhed from the reft 
of his army by a pyed horie, of which he was 
very fond, and on which he conftantly rode. 
One of the Officers in the army of the enemy, 
knowing this, procured a Swifs Officer in their 
fcrvice, a celebrated Engineer, to level a cannon 
particularly at Turenne. 

Turenne's foldiers, on feeing their General 
deadi furroundcd his body, whiph they covered 
with a doak, and watched over it the whole 
night. It was afterwards carried in great pomp 
to the Royal Abbey of St. Denis, near Paris, and 

interred 
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iflcerred with thofe df the Ktngg of Fiaactf. In 
the late genetal wreck and ravs^ in that country, 
of every thing that has hitherto been deemed dif- 
tingoiflied and iaqred amor^ mankind^ it was 
tom from its peaceful and honourable fepulturs,. 
and was found entire and perf€<5l« 



MONTECUCUU; 



Thm celebrated Commander ufed to iay^ that 
a great number of GcnetaJs ia as pernicious to an 
armyj as a great number of Phyfkians is to a fick 
man. He entertained no very high opinion of 
the cfiorts of allied armies in general* " They 
*' come together/* faid he, " without properly 
*• underftanding what each other means ; thqr 
•^ have different intecefts to puifue^ which they 
*' will not fufficiently etpiaiii to each other; their 
** language is different, their manners not the 
«' fame, and their difcipline diflimflar* DcftOr 
•« five war/* adds he, in his Comnientari<»» ** rD- 
** quires more knowledge and precaution than 
•' offenfive war. The leaft failure is mortal, and 
•* the want of fuccefs is exaggerated by fi»r, 
** which a^ always as a microfcope to calami*- 
•'ties/' 

Montecuculi 
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Atfomrecociiti was caUeii bf fixne of his rafh 
Uid unex|»erienced oiSicors^ the TempoiiTxr; fbr^ 
kiiovtQg but too wdl the luioeccaumy and the 
wAfcry <t( war, he was never in a harry Co rrlk a 
bftttkj uQfer9 he was well afivxed of its fuccdTs. 
He however told thoile who wenc diiladsfied with 
his cmdUift, '^ I glary in a nan:ie which was that 
** given «o «he Roman <3enaal who faved his 
" «m8try, 

*' Qui cunSando refiituet rem.^* 

Moatccuculi wfoi» ^* Commentaries on the 
•* Art of War,** in Itdian. They have been 
traniUted into French. 
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DUG DE MONTAUSIER. 

This excellent Nobleman was the original of 
the celebrated Mifanthrope of Moliere. He was 
a man of learning, of honour, and of virtue. His 
difpofition was a little cauftic and fevere, which 
made Madame de Choify compare him to a bun- 
dle of nettles, which, in whatever way it is turned, 
always IKngs. 

Montaulier was the only one of the Courtiers 
©f Louis the Fourteenth, who had the honefty 
« Tom IV. A a and 
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and the fpirit to remonftratc with him on the fub- 
jed: of his. ruinous and oppreflivc wars. Louis^ 
on thefe occafions, ufed merely to fay to thofc 
about him, ** I cannot be difplcafed at any thing 
" the Due dc Montauiier fays to me, for I know 
«* he always wifties me well.** 

Louis, holvcver, ftill perfifted in bis fatal fyf- 
tcm; yet fuchattni<9:ions dpes integrity poflcfs, 
even for the mind of a dcfpotic and a flattered 
Sovereign, that Louis entrulled the care of the 
education of his only fon (U Grand Dauphin, as he 
was called) to M. de Montaufier, and appointed 
him his Governor. . The Duke difchai^ed the 
high truft conjfided to him with equal ability and 
honefty; and in this lituation his memory will 
ever be held dear by fcholars, as he procured the 
celebrated Delphin Editions of the Latin Claflics 
to be made for the ufe of his Royal Pupil ; in 
which defign he was ably feconded by the learned 
Huet, who was one of the Preceptors to the Dau- 
phin. 

Montaufier very often gave pradlical leffons of 
virtue to his pupil. He took him one day into 
the miferable cottage of a peafant near the fuperb 
palace of Verfailles. **See, Sir," faid he, *'it is 
*' under this draw roof, and in this wretched 
" hovel, that a father, a mother, and their chii- 
" dren cxift, who are inceflantly labouring to 
'« procure that gold with which your palace is 

• " decorated^ 
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** decorated, and who afc nearly periftiifig with 
** hunger to fupply your table With dainties." 

On the day in which M. dc Montaufier re- 
iigned his fituation of Governor to the Dauphin, 
on his coming of age, he faid to him, " If yout 
" Royal Highnefs is a man of honour, you will 
" cftecm mc:. if you are not, you will hate mc; 
^ and I fliall but too well know the reafon of your 
'♦diflike.'* 

Loui^ the Fourteenth told M. dc Montaufier 
one day, that he had at lad given up to public 
juftice a man of rank who had killed nineteen 
perfons. '* Sire," replied he, "he only killed 
•' one perlbn, your Majefty killed the other eigh- 
«' teen. My anceftors, Sire," added he, *' were al- 
•* ways faithful fervants to their Sovereigns your 
•• prcdcceflbrs, but they never were their flat-* 
*' terers. Your Majefty fees, therefore, that the 
** honeft liberty of fcntiment which I poffefs is a 
*' right inherent in my family, a kind of entailed 
«* eftate, and that truth defcends from father to 
»^fon, as a part of my inheritance." 

Montaufier was Governor of the cxtenfive. 
Province of Normandy, and was fetting out for 
the capital of it, when he was informed that the 
plague had begun to niiake its appearance in it« 
His family endeavouring to prevail upon him tq, 
deiift from his intention, as bis health might be 
endangered by his refidence in an infedled city, 

A a 8 i^c 
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he nobly replied; '^ I Juve al^^ys brni firmljr 
«' convinced in my miiid^ thac Goveaons of B«o« 
'* vinces^ like fii^opi, are obliged to isefideaoe. 
*< I^ however, the obligation is not <j|uitc lb ftrM% 
^ on all occafions, k is at leafl: e%ual ia all tiin€s 
"of public calamity." 

Montauficr repf^cfonted one day to his Sdve^ 
i^ign Ixmis the FouFteenth^ ihc f>oterty of the 
learned Madame Dacier, and requefted a penfioit 
for her* Louis told him that (he ^as a Protec- 
tant^ and that on that account he did not like to 
diftii^uiih her. *' Well then. Sire/* replied tic 
Duke^ '^l will myfelf give her 4ihree hundred 
<f louis d -ojv in your Majeftys name^ and when 
'' you think fit you fliall return me the money." 

Louis^ who was .not fond of books^ afked Moii« 
taufier why he was always reftding^ and what good 
it did him. «* Sii«e," replied te, ^ books have 
«< the fame efTedt upon my oiind^ that the jpar. 
<' tridges your Majefly is ibgood as occafioaally 
" to fend me, have upon my body, they fuj^rt 
'♦ and nourifli it." 

<' M. de Montaufierj" fays his Bi«graphtr> 
^^died in 1691, at the age of fourfcore^ regretted 
** by his virtuous countrymen, to whom he waa 
*\ the model; and by the men of letters, of whom 
•' he was the proto^lor.*' 
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CARDINAL DE POLIGNAC. 

This cekbraieed fbbdbr and n^atiacor is thtrs 
iekfibtd hy Madame d<e Sevigne : — ^ Cardinal 
*^ db Polignac k a mftnef the moft agieeable ua- 
•• derftandmg tiM 1 ftwvc ever known. He knows 
•• every things he talks upon every thmg ; and he 
'^ has all the foftnefsj aH the vivacity, and aH the 
^ pditenefs, that one can wifti to- limf in the con- 
•' verfatiofl of any man." 

Louis tlie Fourteenth feid of M. dt Pbfignac 
when he was very youi^, " 1 have juft been 
•* talking with a man, and a very young one too, 
•^ who ha3 never enct been of the^feme opinion 
••^ with myfelf, yet he has never once eflfended rae 
** by hia difference of opinion.*' 

♦' I do not |«now how it is/' faid Pope Alex- 
ander the Eighth to Polignac, •*jou always ap- 
•• pe^r to be of my way of thinking, and yet your 
•« opinion at lirfl gets the better.*'' 

At the Conferences of Gcrtuydenberg, (b mor- 
tifying to the pride of Loub the Fourteenth, Buys; 
the head of the Dutch Deputation, interrupted 
t!ie reading of the preliminaries •that were to be 
iettled between his nation and that of France, by 
faying in barbarous Latin (alluding to the towns 
taken by Louis in Flanders), " Non dimittetur pec^ 

'* catnm 
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«' cat urn niji tolUtur ablatitm.'* ' Polignac with 
great indignation replied, " Gentlemen, you talk 
** too much like perfons who have not been ac- 
•' cuftomed to be vidorious." ' However, at the 
negotiations previous to the Treaty of Utrecht, 
when the Dutch, at the inftance of their Allies, 
were obliged to confent to a p ace, Polignac took 
ample revenge on them, and- told them, " Gcn^- 
•'tlemen, we (hall not ftir from this place; wc 
•• Ihall negotiate in the very heart of your Pro- 
** vinces : .we (hall negotiate refpedting you ; and 
*' we (hall negotiate without you/' The fuccefs 
of this negotiation procured Polignac a Cardinal's 
, Jiac. Soon afterwards, being conceriled in fome 
intrigues againft the Regent Duke of Orleans, 
he was banifhed to one of his Abbeys, where, veri- 
fying the fentiment of Ariftotle, " that a good 
** education enables a man well to employ his 
^' leifure,** he compofed his celebrated Latin Poem 
againft the fyftem of Epicurus, called *' Anti- 
«' Lucretius." The natural philofophy it con- 
tains is that of Defcartes, which was at that tin>e 
in vogue in France, that of Newton not being 
then fufficiently known in that kingdom *. 

Cardinal de Polignac renuined at Rome many 
years, Ambaflador from the King of France to 

the 

* Benedlft Stay, a Gei-man, has fince put the fyftem of 
Sir Ifeac Newton into Latin verfc. 
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the Pope. While hcjwas in that city, the capital 
of the fine arts, he had a projedt for turning the 
courfe of the Tiber for a fliort time, and to dig 
in the bed of that river for the remains of anti- 
quity which he fuppofed had been thrown into 
it. •* In all the civil wars of the Roman Repub- 
^' lie," faid he, " the party that prevailed threw 
*' into the Tiber the ftatucs of the oppofite party. 
" They muft ftill remain there," added he: "I 
•' have n^ver heard that any of them have been 
•' taken out, and they are too heavy materials to 
«* have been carried away by the ftream of the 
''river/' Poligna'c ufcd to complain, that he 
was not rich enough" to put his projcd: in exe- 
cution, even if the Pope, by whom he was much 
beloved, would have given him all the neceffary 
powers. 

The Cardinal was no left a man of dignity of 
ynind tha^n of wit ; he was the protector of the 
Engliih at Rome ; and when one day, at liis table, 
an Engliih. Gentleman was very witty^t the ex- 
pence of the Houfe of Stuart, the Cardinal put an 
end to his improper and ilUtimed wnverfation by 
telling him, '* Sir, I have, orders to proted: your 
•' perlbn, but not your difcourfe/* ; 

The Cardinal ufed to fay, that as he paffed 
through Rotterdam in his way to Poland, he paid 
a vifit to the celebrated Bay ie, and on afkinghim of 
what religion he then was (Bayle having changed 

his 
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hk religMm three tkn«s before be was fiye-and** 
twenty), that tngoiioiis and cdebraced wriBertoId 
him, that he waaa Proteftant. << You kiaow/* Siv^ 
added he, ** that I prated agsiinf): evtcy tMb^ thai 
«< i& faid^ and €Ytry thing that is done/' 



ANTt»tK> PRlOLa 



Anoilk Venetian, foIft»ved the fortunet of 
the great Duke of Rohan, and* became after* 
varda Secretary ta the Doke of LongueviUe Bt 
the Treaty of Muafler. He Tf rote a liale vo- 
lume, " ^^ Rebus Gallicis*' relating to what paflcdf 
in France in his own Tiioes, in which he repre- 
fents hinifiHf as a man perfecuied by fortune, amf 
writing that biftory to dcifc away the melancholy 
that hung over him, without any reference to the 
honour that was to be acquired by fuch an under* 
taking. ** Non fams fed regies mbi qucpfiia, fal^ 
*^ lendis ijmimeris imdiis, ipfe me damnavi in banc 
" arenain.*' He thus de(cribes tfic French Wits 
of his time: ^^ They haunt great men's tables, 
«* frequent their cmn academies, and trick and 
•' trim their native tongue without end. They 
« runabout this way and that way to make vifits. 
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^< but do not delight m feciet folitudej thc^aly 
*' fcraicnt of ftudici ♦/' 



DUG DE LONGUEVILLE. 

When this high-minded Nobleman was one 
day teized by fomc of his fycophants^ to profc- 
cute feme neighbouring Gentlemen who had (hot 
upon his manor, he replied, " I (hall not follow 
^' your advice: I had nuich rather have friends 
^' than hares, I afliirc you/* 

The Duke, from friendlhip to the Prince of 
Conde, engaged with him in the intrigues againft 
Mazarin, and prevented him from calling in the 
afliftance of England againil his country and hi& 
Sovereign. 



MADAME DE LONGUEVIILE 

Seems comj^tely to have onfwevcd the d^ftrip^ 
tion given of the French Ladies of his time by 
Antonio Priolo, in his " fliftory of the iTroubleg 
•* of France during the Minority of Louis the 
" Fgurteenth/'— '' The Ladies,'* fays he, *' fol- 

«* lowing 

• From the Tranflation of Chriftopher Wafc^ London 
i67J,o£hvo* 
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*' lowing fcholars, would make ufe of dctn&ion^ 
«• in their rucllcs, and in their circles, curioufly 
•• unravelling the myfteries of Gov>!rnment, and 
«• catching at the words and acflions of the Car- 
*' dinal (Mazarin). Some of them proftituting 
«' thcmfclves to get at the fecrets of the State, and 
''making rebels of their hufbands (thus doing 
•'more hurt by their lives than good by their 
*' exertions), fet all France in a combuftion. 
** Afterwards, when their defigns failed, they prc- 
«' condemned themfelves, and became nuns by a 
" falfe fcmblance of religion, and a grofs fuperfti- 
*' tion, the door being fhut to their vices, now 
•''grown outoffeafon, and when iickly old agfe, 
" condemned by the looking-glafs, and by its 
5' peremptory fentence, death, doth dread itfclf.'* 

Madame de Longueville toot a very decided 
part in the troubles of the Fronde againft Car- 
dinal Mazarin, and by the power of her charms 
brought over the celebrated Due dc Roche- 
foucault to uke part with the Princes, and had 
even prevailed upon the god-like Turennc to 
make the army revolt which he commanded. 
La Rochcfoucault faid indeed in the words of 
Racine, 

Pourfatlsfairefon caur^ four flat re dfrs beaux yeux, 
y'aifah ^^ guerre aux Rois^ je Vuuroisfaite aux Dieux. 

After the death of the Duke of Longueville, 

and 
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and wheii the troubles. of France ceafed, fhe 
. retired to a Convertt, where Ihc ended her days in 
penitence and aufterity. 

In the zenith of her charms and of her confe- 
quencCi Madame de.lLongueville was taken to 
pafs fome days at . a nobleman's houfe in the 
country: She was alked, as ufual, how Ihe in- 
tended to entertain herfelf there, whether in walk- 
ings in reading, or^ in any of the amufements of 
the field. 8he put the negative on thcfe, and 
frankly anfwered, " Je rCaime point les amufemens 
<« bonnites.'* Her brother the Prince of'Condc 
was one day reading tp her part of an epic Poem, 
and aflced her what fhe thought of it. " // eft 
V trh ieaux, en veriie, mats trh tnnuyeux — It is 
«* very fine, to be fure, but it is very tirefome.'* 

Madame dc Lx)ngueville became quite another 
perfonage when ihe became religious. For her 
firft advances to that difpofition. of mind fli^'was 
indebted to' her aunt the Duchefs of Montmorency 
(widow of the Duke of that name who was be- 
headed by the fanguinary Richelieu), who had 
taken the veil, and was made the Abbefs of a Con- 
vent at Moulins ♦, to confecratc the remainder of 
her life to lament the lofs and to pray for the 
foul of her accornplifhed and beloved hufband. 

Madame 

♦ At the Convent of the Urfulins of that Town, m the 
Church of which Convent flic ercdcd a moft mignificent 
Mauroleum to the memory of this iUudrious Nobleman. 
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Madame de LoogneviUe wav obferved one dbjr, 
at the Convent of Fort Royat, fictiAg and con^ 
verfing with a gentleman ivho belonged to that 
eekbiated ieminaiy of learning and of piety*^ and 
vho was the gardener of the pbce. The gentle- 
man faid to her^ ** What would the world fay of 
•« your Highneis, if they faw a gardiener convert 
^ ing £inufiavly with you, and feated in your pre-. 
^fcnccV'^** The world/* replied Madame de 
LongueviUei •^ would fay that I ' am much 
^•altered.'' 

At the cooit^eKe between Cardinal Mazarin 
Mid Don Louis de Haro, which tool: place pre-, 
vious to the celehraeedl Treaty of the Pyren^^ 
whilft the latter negotiator was tdling the Card!-* 
nal that one woman, meaning Madame de Longue* 
vHle, could notpo®bly difturb the tranquiUity of 
s^ great kii^domlike that of France: ^* Alas, Sir," 
xeptied Mazarin^. ^ your Excellence talks much at 
** your eaie upon thefe matters. Your women in 
«« Spain ineddk with no jntrigues but th<^e of 
« gallantry, but it is not fo in France; wthave 
*' there three women that are capable either of 
«.< governing or of deftroying three great king-. 
*^ domsr-Madame de Longueville, the Prineda 
«' Palatine^aad theDuchefsof Chevreufe/' 
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MCOLO POUSSIN. 

" D,uRiNG my rcfidence at Rome," fays the 
ingenious Author of *' Les Melanges de Literature y" 
which go* under the nanie of Vigneuil Mervcille,, 
*' I often faw Pouflin, both at hb own houfq, and 
*'at that of the Chevalier del Pofo^ one of 
** the moft accomplifhed Gentlemen of Italy of 
" his time. 

" I have often beheld with aftoniftiment the 
*' great xcal tbat this excellent painter had to 
*' become perfed in his art. I have often met 
" him, at a very advanced age, aniongft the ruins 
'^ of antient Rome, and often irf the Camp^gna^ 
«' and often on the banks of the Tiber, ohfervin^ 
'' and drawing what he found there moO: to his 
*^ tafte. I have often feen him bringing home 
« in his handkerchief flints, mofs, flowers, and 
•* fuch like fuhftancesj which he was anxious to^ 
^ paint after the objedis themfelves. 

" I remember to have afked him one day, by 
*' what means he had arrived to that great degree 
*' of eminence in his art, which had placed him fb 
*' very high amongfl: ihe great Italian painters. 
*' He modeftly replied, ^^ Je tCai rien neglige^'* I 
" have neglcdled nothing that in any way related 

" to 
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•• to my Art. And, indeed/* adds the Chevalier 
del Pofo, '' it appears by his pidures that he 
*' neglcded nothing th^t could enable him to 
•* become one of the bed painters in the world.* • 

According to Felibien, who was an intimate 
friend of Pouffin, his pidlures did not very much 
pleafe the Romans; fb that for a pidlure painted 
by him, reprefenting a Prophet, he was paid only 
qght livres, whUft a copy of it, made by a young 
artift, was fold for four crowns. He was, how- 
ever, no complainer of his wint of patronage, 
and ufed occafionally to return money to thofc 
perfons who, in his ' opinion, had paid him too 
much for his labours. 

Pouffin was a man of great fimplicity in his 
manner of living and in his converfation. His 
whole mind was occupied with his art, and ren- 
dered him infenfible to thbfe gratifications of 
luxury of which fome refined minds are but 
too fond. He was an Athenian in his tafte, yet 
a Spartan in his habits of life, and united the 
elegance of the one with the aufterity of the other. 

Pouffin, when his diflblution was approaching 
very faft, had received from M. de Chambrai 
his Trcatife on Painting. He wrote with dif- 
ficulty, on account of his bodily infirmities, and 
thus addrelTed him : 

'* I muft. Sir, endeavour to roufe myfelf after 
«' fo long a filence. I muft make myfelf under- 

" ftood 
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^ flood by ybu whilft my pulfc has ftill power 
'* to beat a little. I have read and examined jit 
** my leifure your book On the perfedt Idea of 
*' Paintings which has ferved as a kind of nou- 
*' rilhment to my difordered mind; and I am re- 
" jdiced that you arc the firft perfon of our nation 
** who has opened the eyes of thofe, who, feeing 
" only by the eyes of other perfons, permitted 
** themfelves to be deceived by public opinion. 
•' Indeed, you have fo well explained and enlight- 
" cned a fubjedl very harfli and difficult to ma- 
*' nage, that, perhaps, by-and-by fome one may be 
" found who will be able to improve the art of 
"painting ••*' 

« There 

• This perfon, indeed, we have the honour to pofleCs at 
prefent m this country : ** an ingenious Critic," as Dr. 
Johnfon, in his Life of Milton, with great juftice dcfignates 
fahn ; a Gentleman whofe ardour for art is exceeded only by 
his intelligence in it; whole extreme delicacy of tafte is re- 
ftrained, by his candour ; whole great power of judging cri- 
tically is fufpended by his earneft defire to find out beauties^ 
and whofe liberality toward the profefTors of arf is bounded 
©nlyby his faculty of extending it « in whom the love of the 
beautiful yields only to the love of the good ; in whofe intel- 
le6lual character fagacity is combined with invedigation, and 
knowledge with ingenuity ; and whofe moral chara6ler the 
union of the Graces with the Virtues renders no lels amiable 
than exemplary. The (ketch of this chara&er muft have 
been- delineated with more than the ufual infelicity of the 

pc» 
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*' There ace oine things in pfttnttog/' alcf^ 
Poyllui^ io tbis LfHtcr %o M. de CfaanbcaU 
^< which can nej^^r be tsmglit, Md which are 
*' idTcptial CO ilm ait. To begin viiji the fub- 
*' je(S of it» k ihottld be nohfe» and neceiire no 
" quality from the pemfon who eccamiit: and, to 
.^^gire oppomiawy to the paimer ix> Aew his 
'' taieots and hk iadnAry^ ip muft be taken as 
«« capable of jrecdving the onoft ^xoellent foitn. 
** A painter iho^li begin with di^ofition, then i 

*' omament fiioyld follow, then agreement of the i 

«' pacts, bcaiity, g*'»ce, ipint^ ooftuoie, negard to 
^' natiJic and probability; and judgment above 
«* all. Theft laft muft be in the painter himfelf^ 
*< and cannot be taught. It is the golden bough 
•' of Virgil, that no one can either find or pluck 
•» unle(s his happy ftar conduds hini to it. 
♦• Thcfc nine points contain many things worthy 
*' to be dcfcribed by good and by iatdiigeiic 
" pens.'* 

A peribn of quafity having one day ihewn this 
jreat Painter a pi<aurc done by himfelf, he faid, 
*' Sigmre, non vi manca cb'un poco di nec^0 — You 
« only want a little povmy. Sir, to make you a 
•' good Painter.** 

Cardinal 

pen tliat tttempts it, if it (hould be neceflary to tppend 
to it the tuHDe of William Lock, Efq. of Koibury Park^ 
ftttrrey. 
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Cihlinal Maffimi, who was a great admirer of 
i^oxiflin^ vifitcd him often when he was at Rome^ 
^nd one evening jtaid with him till it was dark. 
On his taking leave of him, l^ouffin followed hiLi 
to, the door ^¥ith a lamp, and conducted him to 
his carriage. " How 1 pity you, M# Pouffin^'* 
faid the Cardinal, " For not having a rervant!"— 
« AAd I, Sir,'* replied Pou{fin, ''pity you mych 
1*' more for haviog fuch a number.** 

Pouifia*s great work is his fuite ef the Seven 
Sacranients> which are wonderfully well com-* 
{)ofcd> and moft exquifitely executed; that ot 
Marriage is faid to be reprefented in a more fee^ 
ble manner than the ref^. This gave rife to th6 
French Epigram, " (Iu'uh ion marriage tft difficilt 
•• ufaire mitne en peiniure.** 

Thi^ great Mailer did' not meet with that pa* 
troas^eand applaufe in his own country, to which 
he was fb eminently entitled » His fimplicity of 
jtyte and his chaflity of colouring did not^ per- 
haps, pieaie his countrymen; 6> that he twice 
took refuge in Rome^ where his talents met with 
minds- Congenial to them»^ At that city he died 
in 1665, at the age of feventy*onc. His life is 
written by M . Bellori, who likewife honoured his 
niemory with thcfc liaes: 

Parce pits hchrymisf vivlt f ussiNUS in urni. 
Vivire qui dgderat^ nefcius ipfe mQri. 
vol. IV» i b Hit 
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H)c tam^n tpfe^tet; fi Vi'f anitirlt To^ti'etiM, 
' l^Trumejl! th talfuKs vhtt AtllquitUf. . 

r . Wcq> rtot for PouiTm ; he lives in the gntvc ! 
How can he die,. vho |ifc to others gave! 
Yet there he is (ilent. Would you licaf him Ipcak ? 
. ,His voice in ^U iraprcHivc pidtiires' fccfc. 

/ As Pbuffln li^as line daf «tttrnd?hg a ftiirfgH- tb 
fliew hini the rbins of Kbtttfc, the trivfeller ex- 
prelTed a'defirc to taike wifli TiSii intb Kts own 
country fome piece of aht!qtttyl Poaflin ftfld 
liim that he would grAtify his Vtki} artd ^d&pbkg 
dowii tp the ground, bfoll^Ht fapi handVbl of 
earth, mTxcd with ftme'lhiiill pieces of porphyVjr 
and marble nearly rcdticcd to poivder. ** Take 
" them for youi: Cabinet/* faid Pooffin, «• airid 
" fay boldly, Que/la i koma Antica.'^ 

The Crucifixion is a fobjeft on which! the art 
of Painting has becrt long ertiploydd; arid has 
been in general ti'eated in the fatcdt uniftterefting 
manner. Pouflin hasircated it likca Poet, and 
has added circumftances of horror which have 
efcaped other Painters. He hs(s ch<^^ the fno- 
ment at which the Son of God and the SavloUr of 
Mankind has juft expired on the (5rafi, tiifder a 
black and a lurid Iky, rendered ftill iucfce fomirt 
and horrid by fome glimpfes- of the Moon, which 
appears to have hid its head, in cfxecration of the 
•dreadful ad juft committed. X)n a line with^ the 

Crofs^ 
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Ctofu, is the Centurion wjthhls gttar(), and fomc 
ivomexi; and undcme^h it ai;e fytnc foldier/s, Vfho 
arc c^fiipg Ipts for fhe vefturp of ^im who is on 
the Crofs. Ji^T^c or fov;r figures qf the Pcad* 
riie^out ofitt^.grpund (^ circumftancei^cqtioned, 
by the Evangelifts to have taken place at .t4ic 
time}, and are feen by one of the foldicrs; who, 
in an attitude of the extreoielt terror, draws his 
fword. 

Pouflin ftudied the Antique with the grcateft 
diligence, and engrafted its various l:;eauties and 
excellencies into his works. Raph^l was his fa-- 
vourite among the Moderns, of whom he ufed to 
fay, " that the Moderns were afles in comparifon 
" of Raphael, yet that he was an afs when com- 
*' pared with the Antlents/' 

The great Prince of Condi was defirous to 
have a piiShire painted , by. this matter. Pouflin 
thus^ wrote to his friend upon that occafion: 

?* ,1 thank you ve^y much for your remem- 
*' br^nce of me, and the kiodnefs you have done 
.«* me, in not reminding his ,Highniefs of his in^ 
?' t^tion to hav« one of iny pidures. .He ap- 
^'^piicd too late, to haye j.uftice doqe .to his appli- 
f'xatipn. I am \>ccowc too infinp, and. the palfy 
" pfev^nts ^c frpm working. It is now lomc 
« time fince. I h«el«ftQfF pointing, and I think 
«« of nofl»ii3g but «f preparing myfdf for death. 

Bjb a •' My 
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" My body is already gone. There are no hopes 
•* of life: it is all over with mcV* 

The infcription put upon Pouflin*s monument * 
by his friend M. Nicaife begins thus^ and well 
defcribes the fuccefsful diligence of this great 
Artift : 

A O. M. 

Nic» PouJJino Gallico 

PiSorifua cttatU Primario 

Qui Artem 

Dum fertlnaci ftudtQ profequttur^ 

Brevi affecutus^ poftea vicJt. 



RUBENS, 

Mb lefs a Scholar than a Painter, animated the 
efforts of his pencil by enriching his imagination 
with paflages from Homer and from Virgil. 
Thefe he occafionally repeated as he was working 
at his eafel, and called in the afliftance of the 
lifter Art to aid the poetry of the pencil by the 
painting of words* With what fuccefs he thus 
conjoined the Sifter Arts, his celebrated Gallery 
of the Luxemburgh will evince, which has long 

3 - been 
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be^ the admiration of mankind^ for magic of 
co^uring, fertility of invention^ and grandeur oC 
CQfi6pofition. Guido ufed to fay^ that no one 
put figures together fo well as Rubens ; and in^ 
deed« whoever attends to the lafl pidhire in the 
Gallery of the Luxemburgh^ that of the Corona, 
tion of the Queen at St. Denis^ muft allow that 
it has never been exceeded in juflnefs^ or in 
Iplendor and magnificence of compofition : 

Sir Jolhua Reynolds ufed to fay^ that the moll 
graind as well as the molt perfeft piece of compo- 
jidon in the worlds was that of Ruben's pidture 
of the Fall of the Damned, in the Galleiy of Duf« 
feldorf. The fubjedl is dreadful; and the (kill 
and artifice of defign which ar^ difplayed in 
combining together fo varied, fo heterogeneous^ 
and fo horrid a mafs is wonderful, and exhibits 
the great invention no lefs than the compofition 
of the mailer. 

Rubens is a flriking inftance, how much eaiier 
it 'is to give precepts than to pradife themi In 
his " Treatife on Painting/* he advifes the ftu- 
dent to iludy with the utmofl diligence the works 
of the Antients, in the remains of their flatues 
and bas reliefs: yet in his Luxemburg Gallery, 
when he introduces the Apollo Belvidere, he 
makes rather an ApojUo of Flanders th^m of 
Gwcce* 

The 
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The Crucifixion of St. Peter with his head 
downwards, was the laft of felibtns* tVorks, and 
that which he admired the niofl:: he giavtt it to i 
Church in his native toWn of Cdiogne. ili^ 
compofition of his celebrated iTaking Down from 
tht Croii is (aid to have been borrowed exadlf 
from an old Print : th* origrhal is indeed excel- 
lent; and Rubens^ in a mbmetit of idlcntefi, 
might perhaps think that he cduld not go beyond 

it. 

i 

To the talents of a Painter, Rubens addM all 
the virtues of a Chriftian, and the graces of a 
Gentleman. He /eems to have been elctremely 
liberal, and to have painted many piduVes fo^ 
Churches and Convents from motives 6f piety ind 
charity, Thefe appear to have been fonle of the 
happiell efforts of his pencil, hd lefs with refpedl: 
to their execution, than the motives Which ift- 
fpired them* 



LE SUEUR. 



This cxcdlent Painter was pupil to Simon 
Vouet. He foon furpaffed hi? mailer, and, 

though 
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itlw^h ^^ hajj j!ieycr^quittjcd France, became, in 
fppfc jpoifUs of the arf , one of fhc grll painters pf 
i^js time. His contemporary Le Brun appears to 
/^ayc ^eea very jealous of his fuperior talents ; 
for, :o^ hfi^riijg of his dei^th. He malignantly faid, 
/' f. fcffl npw ^s if I had a thorn juft taken out 
/'qfmyrfoc^t.'' ' \. 

X,e S^pu/ ^di^d ypWS* ?nd left behind him 
ittuiny jjj^rjes; fucli as The Ct9ifter of the Char- 
freuji at P|^i^, Aj^e)^andcr and ^h Phyfician/ &cc. 
^ha-t ,<n^gj|j\t «iv4l the works of t}ie groitcfl painters 
/9rql?gap<?^ffif.4!t^gp, beauty pf form, an*^ tr^tfi 
of cxprcffion^ In colouring he ^as de^c<ftivc» 
^that ^^ppij^tricjoy? and ambitious appendage of the 
jWt J^^.ji^t ^s exefcife^ upon great fubjeds, and 
,embiracqj ^^^ten(ive ^comppfitions, the appropri- 
litied iefl[e(fts of which cjfiji Jb^ as well produced in 



■^w 



BOUCHARDON, 

A MORS unbiafled and more unequivocal tefti^ 
mony Was never afforded to the merit of the Iliad 
of Homer, than that given by this Iculptor* By^ 
fome accident he flumbkd on the old miferable 
tranflation of Homer into French verfe^ and the 

. images 
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imstgfs which it fupplied to a man of his ardent 
imagination (Iruck him fo forcibly^ that he toM 
one of his friends foon afterwards, ** I met the 
♦• other day with an old French book that I had 
•' never fccn before* It is qalled Homer*s IHad^ 
^ I think. I do not know how it is, but fince 
*' I have read i^, men appear to me to he fifteen 
•* feet high, and 1 cannot get a wink of flccp at 
♦•night." D*Alembert, who mentions this 
Anecdote, fays, tha? . he once heard an artift talk 
nearly the fame langua^ to him, •* and who,** 
adds he; ** in fpeaking like Boachardon, did not 
«' /peak after him." 

The fpeech of Bouchardon to his friend rc- 
fpefting Homer induced the, celebrated Count 
Oylus to fet about a little work, of great ufe ta 
painters and to fculptors, entitled, *• Tableaux 

^^ tiries d'Hmett;' o<aavo ««Subjc<fts for Ap- 

♦« tifts, taken from the Uiad and the OdyiTey of 
V Homer,** 
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CHARLES THE nPTH, 

PUKB OF^LOBRAINB. 
[1675^1690.] 

This great and unfoitunace Fnnct, according 
to HenauU> fuccceded to Jiis yncle Charles the 
Fourth^ not fo much in his Duchy as in the 
hopes of recovering it^ it having been wrefled 
from him by Louis the Fourteenth. He took as 
the motto to his flandards^ ^'jfuf nunc, aut nun^ 
" quam/* but was not the more fuccefsful, th? 
MarjQial Crequi continually preventing his en- 
trance i|ito' his dominions. He was more fortu*- 
nate, however, when he fought for others, and 
gained for his relation Leopold Emperor of Ger* 
many (whofe caufe he had cfpoufedj many vido- 
jic9, both over his rebellious fubjeds and over the 
Turks. lie was a Prince of great honour and 
piety, and, according to Marfhal Berwick, fo 
difintcreftcd, that when the Emperor was difpofed 
to go to war with France (which was the only 
chance the Duke had of recovering his Duchy), 
he wrote to him to tell him, that he ought to 
prefer the general good of Chriflianity to his pri- 
•vatQ aAimoiities, smd ths^t if at that particular ^ 

riod 
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riod he would employ all his forces in Hungaiy 
againfl: the Turks^ he could nearly promife him 
to drive thofe Infidels out of Europe. 

The Emperor agreed to this .m^nanimous 
propofal of the Pukp of, Lorraine^ and fent to 
him to come to him at Vienna^ to take the cpm« 
mand of his arinies. : On , his journey he was 
taken ill of a fever^ and^ a few hours before he 
iiied> wrote the foHoWing letter to the ^mperor^ 
which /breathes die fpint oi a Man, a HeiOi 
imdaChriltian; 

*'Au(fitot ^ue j'ai re^u vos ordres, je 
^ fujs parti d'Infpmk pour me rendrc ivVienne, 
^* m%is je me trouve arretc ici par ies ordrea 
•• d'un plus grand Maitre^ Je pars, ct je vais 
" Iw rendre compte d*une vie cjue j'aurois con- 
«* facree a votre fervice. Souvenez-vous, Sii^ 
" que je quitte une femme qui vous Xouche^ 
.*< des . enfans auxquels je ne laifie que moA 
«• eppe, et mes fujets dans roppreffibn. 

^•^CHARtlsV 

^Loyi* 

•* AsXootl as .1 received ypur^ commands, 1 fet out lor Int 

*• pru^k, on my way to Viennl; but I find ayfelf fteppqj 

" ta' that city by the orden of « grctler MaiUr. I .ikp9Sl^ 

L «*and 
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Louh the Fourtomth, oil KleBsriiig <^ the dq^^tk 
of the Duke of Lorraine, nobly exclailp^d^ 's£ 
**have then loft the bwveft and tte nipft gc- 
•<neroui enemy I ever h«rfj! ^Wa Jflift cxceU 
<* Icnce was that of bfijiglarfxisiQeu'^ 



LOUIS THE FIFTEENTH, - •' 

SURNAMfD TH£ «r£X^-B£LOV£D. 

. 11715—1774.1 

•>» . • ■« 

This Monarch, on feeing the f^mbs . of 
Charles the Bdld, Diike of fiiurgiiQd)r> and of 
Margaret ^f Auftria, exciatmed, '' Behold tbf^ 
i?« cradle of all our wacsl** 

When he was before the waUft of Menin, in 
^andei*8, he was cok), thac if he ohofe to xiik 
tin atcaok^ that place vmM be tnkeii four dj^y^ 
fooner than it ot&evwife wobld be* ^^Lct us 
" take it then," replied he, " four (Jays Ia«er. 

" I had 

<< ancl am going to give him an account of a life, that I wouU 
** otherwife have confecrated to your fervice. |(.emember, 
<* Sire, that I leave behind me a wife who is your relation, 
<' children to whom I have nothing to give bi^t my fword, 
^ and my fubjeCb who arc in a ftate of oppreffion. 
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'' I had rather lofe thefe four days^ than one of 
« my fubjaas." 

He was a man of good fenfc^ but of no great 
reading: he u(ed^ however^ to aftoniih the No- 
blemen who made up his party in the evenings 
by the apparent knowledge he had of what was 
going on in the literaxy world at Paris. He re- 
ceived every week a precis of every new book 
that was publifhed in that Capital^ made for him 
by one of his attendants. 

" On hearing of his death/* fays Brotier^ *'a 
*' great Monarch exclaimed^ ^' Louis was a 
*' man of uprightncA and integrity. I have 
« known him by a long epiftolary correipond* 
•• encc which* we kept up t^ether «'^ . 

Louis had, however^ the weaknels of giving 
to his Miniflers only a part of his .confidence: 
he fet fpies upon them ; and the Count de 
'Brogiio^ brother of the Marfhal of that name^ 
'Was at the head of his fecret and private Cabi« 
net, which not unfrequcntly counteraded thn 
plans of his public and acknowledged AdmU 
niftration. 
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LOUIS, DAUPHIN, 

SON TO LOUIS THE FIFTEENTH. 

This French Gcrmanicus was educated by the 
virtuous and intelligent Marflial de Muy, and 
did complete juftice to the pains that his excellent 
X^overnor took for his educati6n. " A Dauphin,** 
faid this Prince, " fhould be a mere cypher in 
♦' the Government of France, whilft a King of 
•'that Country ihould endeavour to do every 
••thing." 

When Louis the Fifteenth prefented the 
Dauphin, then a very young man, to the Prince 
of Conti, he faid, "Well, coulin, what do you 
V think of my fon?'*— « Sire,*' replied he, •* // 
" lui manque JeuUment un air du College : — All that 
•^'he wants. Sire, is to have been brought up at 
** a public ieminary; he wants that freedom and 
** opennefs of manner, that pofleilion of himfelfi 
•• which an aflbciation with young men of his 
** own age alone can give him •/* 

He 

* The French Writer who tdls this anecdote obferves* 
<* That all the French Princes who havo Aiftinguifhed 
<< themfelves were educated at a public feminary, as the 
'* ^reat Prince of Conde and his Brother at the College 
^Itoyaly and the late Prin^of Comi a^ that of Harcourt«" 
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He ured to fay, " That a Sovereign (houfcJ 
•• avoid war, without appearing to be afraid of 
" it; carry it on with fpirit, without loving itj 
" be the flrft to brave that danger that other 
•• perfons were incurring; flied his o\^ii blood 
•« with courage, and fpare that of his fubjedb." 
, Tq' induce the pauphin to afk for a greater 
aIIow9tn€e than his father granted him, foUie ot 
the perfons about his Court told him, that the 
Dauphin, the only fon of Louis the Fourteenth^, 
jbfld a larger incQmc than himfelf. *' Indeed,*^'' 
^id hf^ «* I (hould be very happy to have my 
•' pcnfioo increaftdj were it not r^ifed upon my 
«'* father's fubjedb." 

- •" tgno»ncc," 'faid be, "is the greateft mif^ 
y foflune that can happen to a Prince. It is 
V but feldom that a King forms, in cool blood, 
'^^ a defign to cnflave his people. Humanity 
'* qppofes it, and his own. intereft deters hirn 
" from it» Ignorance alone prevails upon hirp 
*' to attempt it. Ignorance then is the fourcp 
•' of all his mifcwes.'* 

] «'A Prince," he ebferved, "holds his. cxill- 
" ence in the political world by his authority 
.^'pnly. Not to be perfcdly acquainted with 
" its origin, its extent, and its bounds, or to 
^ kn&w them but fuperficiaily, is neither ' to 
"know the nattxre nor the properties ef^his 
" cxiftencc/' 
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The names of the children of the Royal Fa- 
mily of France were ufcd to be infcribcd in the 
parifti regifter of Vcrfarlles ; the Dauphin took 
his children one day with him to the Church of 
that Town,* and, openihg the regifter before 
them, thus addrelted ilieiA : *' Ofeferve, my good 
'' children, your names - followir^, ia regular 
^' order) the names of the pooreft and of Ae 
*' loweft of my father's fubjeds. Religion and 
*' Nature know no diftinAion : Virtue alone 
*' makes the difference betweea ont perfon and 
. «' another; and perhaps he whofe name your 
^' precede in this book may appear greater in 
^' the eyes of God, than you may appear in 
•' Aofe of mankind." 

The Dauphin, with his ufoal paternad iblioi- 
tude, caufed a book to be written for the ttfe of 
his eldeft fon, the late unfortunate King of 
France (a bdok now become ufelefs J yi^r/^ i/r^i/ 
fuilu dt France. 
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DUKfi O^ ORLEANS^ 

&EOENT OF FRANCE. 

Doctor fays of this Prince, '» He was by 
•'nature huitiancj, compdflionate, liberal, ^^d 
*'bmve. He ^ould have been a virtuous man, 
•* could arty one be virtuous without princi- 
«' pics/* His uncle (Louis the Fourteenth) faid 
"of hitti, «* that he was un fanfaron des crimes ^ 
•* and/' added this Monarch, " I really believe, 
•' that if the Duk6 df Orleans were to be fc- 
*' rioufly ill, he would have recourfe to relics arid 
«• to holy water." 

Mr. Pope, fpeaking of him, lays, 

*• A Godlefs Regent tremble at a Stv !'* 

Duclos, in confirmation of his farcafm upon 
the Duke*s foolifh fears and idle fuperftition, 
fays, "that the Duke ufed to run after every 
"fortune-teller and aftrologer that came to 
"Paris, and exhibited in his charadler all' the 
«< credulous curiofity of a chamber-maid.'* 

The Duke was a man of talents, a Mulician, 
a Chemift, and a Painter; and he was more 
plcafed with the compliments paid to him on 
his fuppofed excellence in any of thcfc arts, 

thaa 
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than on any attention or flattery bcfto wed upon 
his rank or his courage. - 

The Regent dnc day gave his drawing-tnafter 
the choice of two pidures from his Gallery. He 
folicited two that were painted by his Royal 
Highnefs. They wete of courfe prefented to him, 
with a thoufand louis d'ors, as a reward for the 
juftnefs of his taftc. 

The Duke diftinguifhed himfclf extremely as 
a General in Spain, and was a man of great fenfe 
and great eloquence ; yet, from the want of the 
proper direction of this aflcmblage of talents, his 
life was paflcd in a manner neither happy nor 
honourable to himfelf, nor ufeful to others. His 
mother ufed to fay of him, that at his birth all 
the fairies in the neighbourhood were invited to 
beftow their favours upon him, except one who 
was left out by accident. She in revenge faid, 
that Ihe would make all their gifts inefficacious, 
by rendering the child incapable of making a 
good ufe of them. 

Many of the Regent's ions mots remain: His 
definition of the perfons who frequent the Courts 
of Sovereigns, and are in place with evrfry Ad- 
miniftration, is excellent: " Ce font des par/aits 
^' courlefans; Us ont ni bonneurni bumeur.** To 
fome Ecclefiaftic of diftindlion whofe charadler . 
was indifferent, and who on foliciting the R^ent 
for a Bilhopric told him that he ihould be dif- 

voL IV. c c honoured 
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honoured if he was not placed in that fituation^ 
he replied, •« Sir, I had much rather that you 
" fhould be dilhonoured than myftlf." 

The good Staniflaus King of Poland, driven 
From his dominions by the ferocious Charles the 
Twelfth, took refuge in Paris, where he was fup- 
ported at the expence of the Court of France* 
Some one complained to the Regent of the gre^^ 
fum of money which this exiled Monarch's flip- 
port coft, and wilhed him to leave France. " Sir,'* 
replied the Duke of Orleans nobly, " France has 
^' been, and 1 truft ever will be, the refuge of 
*' .unfortunate Princes : and I fhalj mod certainly 
" not permit it to be violated, whenfbexcel- 
" lent a Prince as the King of Poland comes to 
" claim it/' 

England has done itfelf immortal honour, by 
the protedion it has afforded to the Emigrant 
Nobility and Priefthood of France during the late 
unparalleled Revolution in that country.- 

The liberality and generofity which the Britifh 
Nation in general Ihewcd to the unfortunate 
French who have rcfided among them gave oc- 
cafion to the following lines in I79f> to introduce 
a Lady of birth, of elegance, and of taleuu, to 
the notice of the Public as a finger. 



T0 
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TO MADAM£ DE S 

. From Gallic horrors, and Sedition*s roar. 
Welcome, fweet Syren, to the Britifh (hore! 
From his fam'd lyre fdch notes Amphion drew, 
And ftralght Boeotia's ftones to order flew, 
Leap'd into fbnii, obedient to command, 
f And owo'd the m^gic of the mailer's hand. 

Hadft thou aitun'd thy fweetly-founding ftring, 
Thine and thy injurM Cduntry's wrongs to fing; 
Had* thou bewail'd, in thy all-powerful drain. 
Thy King a caj)tive, and his Noble* flain ; 
Whiift law and Hght^ the fanfluary dnd the throne. 
One equal wreck, one monftrous ruin own; 
Nor age nor fcx whiift HelUbom Rapine fpares. 
The hoary prelate from the altar tears. 
The facred c)oyfter*s reverend gloom invades, 
Drags into day the Heaven-devoted maids! 
And (ftumc! oh ihame!) pollutes their pious ears 
With taunts profane, and with indecent jeers ; — 
The furious rabble fure had learnt to feel, 
Rebellion's felf had (beath'd its murd'rous fteel ; 
Difcord for qnce had bade her Jiorrors ccafe, 
And thou hadft footh'd the madd'ning herd to Peace ! 

How vain the thought! for Gallia's modern race 
The antient fathers of their foil difgrace. 
No more with xeal their Monarch they obey ; 
No more they bend to Beauty's foftcr fway ; 
Traitors to every power they once ador'd, 
And true to Licence only and the Sword ! 
'A Boiirbon now, robb'd of his vaft domain, v 
'Hif fobjefis loyalty implores in vain; 

c c ^ Proud 
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Proud Auftria*s daughter, Gallia's beauteous Queefr^ 

Bleft yirith each grace of Pallas' lofty mien, 

Difplays hermournfol majefty of chaitns 

Unheeded 'midft the din of civil arms 

Their Royal chil4, with fad affright oppreft 

In vain feeks refuge in a parent's bread ; 

In vain his helplefs fuppliant arms extends^ 

No pity foothcs, no pious care befriends, 

Whilft with a trembling voice and ftreaming eyes, 

'• O fpare my mother— fparc your Queen/' he cries. 

(Patron of wretched Gaul's diOraEled land. 

Oh fainted Monarch*, arm thy vengeful hand> 

Grafp the red bolt, avert thb foul difgrace. 

And fave the glories of thy facred race !) 

Then, lovely Syren, welcome to this Iflc, 
Where tempered Liberty has deign'd to fmile ! 
Where laws in Freedom's happieft hour defign'd, ' 
The wonder and the envy of mankind. 
With equal force the Peer and Peafant bind \ 
Where fcale of rank but fans the mind's bright fire. 
And bids it to each dignity afpire ; 
Where Kings, but echoing the public voice. 
Reign by true right divine, their people's choice; 
No lawlefs fway, no baleful power confefs. 
Contented only with the power to biefs ; 
Favour'd Vicegerents of th' Eternal Throne 
In mercy, its lov'd attribute, alone ; 
Where every Mufe has fix'd her willing feat. 
Where every talent finds a fure retreat ; 
Where foft Humanity (the country's boall) 
Beckons each waod'xing fufferer to the coaft. 

Heic 

• St. Louis, the Tutelar Saint of France, from whom the 
prdeiit Royal Family is defcendcd. 



defign'd, y 
3ind ; J 
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Here wbilft thy trembling fingers ftrike the lyre 
To notes of horror or of foft dcfire, 
Thy lips in fweet vibration pour around 
Each mingled melody of vocal {bund ; 
And whilft, refponSve to the wcll-ftruck ftringSp 
The little Loyes expand their purfrie wingSj 
O'er every charm of thy fair form prefide. 
And each composed and decent motion guide ; 
Whilft fad remembrance of a happier fate 
. (A hulband's love, a father's honoured fia^*) 
For one (hort paufe arrefts the liquid qote. 
And the figh lingers in thy tuneful thrgat ; 
Whilft warm wifh extacy our bofoms glow* 
for thy fad ills the generous tears (hall flow^ 
Pity with tranfport in each breaft unite. 
And fympathy give virtue to delight, 

S. 

In the franknef^ and opennefs of his charaAer^ 
and in fome degree in his perlbn, the Regent 
refembled Henry the Fourth ; and he was much 
pleafed when any one noticed the refemblance to 
him. 

The Regent was a good judge of painting. 
The colledion of pidhires which he made at the 
Palais Royal was a very fine one, and united in 
itfelf t|ic coUe^ions of Chriftina Queen of Sweden 

and 

* Madame de S — ^*s father was Uader-Intendant to M* 
Beitier, the Intendant of Paris, who was batghered by the 
mob of that ^ity a few years ago, 
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and Cardinal de Richelieu, widi the addtrions 
made to it by himfelf. Spencc in his " Ancc- 
" dotes" fays, that the moft coftly pidhire in the 
collection was the Belle Raphael (as it is called), 
and that it coft thirteen hundred pounds. Ten 
ihoufand guineas were offered lately, by a Sove- 
reign, for the three Maries at the Sepulchre by 
Annibal C^racci. A French banker bought the 
Italian part of the colleftion ; and the Flemilh 
part was on falc in London in the yea^ 

1793- 
The Regent's fon, on fucceeding his father, 

ordered Coypel to cut to pieces ^11 the indecent 
pictures in the Palais Rojal.' This order was not 
rigidly complied with, as feveral of thefe pidures 
have made their way into- other colledlions, av 
thofe of Drefden, Berlin, Src, 

La Grange bad written a moft abufive libel 
vpon the Duke of Orleans in verfe: it was en- 
titled " Lfs Pbilippiques,** and accufcd him of 
every thing that was bafe and fcandalous. The 
Regent fent for him, and aflced him coolly, 
'* Whether in his heart he believed him to be fo 
*' bad a man as he had reprefented him.*' La 
Grange replied, ** that he had not written a fyl- 
«* lablc in his- book, that he did not believe to be 
" true. — '* Sir,*' replied the Regent, *' it is well ' 
\^ for you that you are of that opinion; otherwife 

** 1 ftiould 
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^^ I ihould have ordered you to have been hung 
!' up immediately */* 

On hU being appointed Regent^ he infifted on 
being allowed the power of pardoning. " I have 
«• no objedlion/* faid be, *' to b^vc my hands tic^ 
" from doing harm ; but I will have them free to 
'* do good.'* 

To his infant Sovereign he behaved yith the 

ytmoft refped, and took great pains to inftrudl 

him. *' I will conceal nothing from your 

♦* Majefty/' faid he to him; " not even your 

♦« faults/' 

*' The Regent died," fays Duclos, •' of the 
^* indulgence of grofs pleafures (de fa cbere cra^ 
'* /«/^, as he terms it) in fpite of the' advice, of 
»• his Phyficians and of his friends, A man/* 
adds Duclos, ** quits his vices in general, when he 
'* is quitted by them : the indulgence, however, 
»« of grofs pleafures is too apt to remain with 
♦' him, till it makes him at laft fall a vidim to its 
^« pernicious efFedls.*' 

• " Nothing" {ays Montefijuieu, " fo much leflcns the 
** chander of great men, as the attention they pay to their 
*• perfonal injuries. I know two men who were entirely in- 
" fenfible to them, Julius Ca:6r and the Regent Duke of 
f« Orleans.** 
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MADAME DE BAVIERE, 

MOTHER OP THE REGENT OF FRANCE^ 

Is thus defcribed by Duclos : " She was extremely 
" fond of her fon, though (he was much diflatis- 
^^ ficd with his condud. This Princefs had great 
*' good fenfe, was a woman of virtue ^nd of 
^' honour, much attached to the decorum of her 
*' fitu^tion, and to the etiquette of her rank. An 
** excellent ftate of health which nothing coul^i 
*' afFed, and which prevented her from requiring 
« any delicacy with refped to herfclf, made her 
5* appear harfli and unfeeling to others, whom fhe 
** coulfl not poflibly fuppofe to (land in need qf 
** any kind of management or attention to their 
" feelings. She was a German, and was extremely 
*' fond of perfons of that Nation : indeed it was 
«^ fufficient only to be of that Nation to have a 
" claim to her attention,'* 

Some extrads from the letters* of this Prin- 
cefs to Caroline Queen of George the Second, 
were printed a few years ago; they are curious, 
but very grofs, Mrs, S , who was Bed- 
chamber-woman to Queen Caroline, ufed to fay, 
that (he remembered perfeftly well the Queen's 
receiving many of them, and that (he occafionally 
faid, " Thefc arc letters not fit for every one to 

" read/' 

On 
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MADAME D£ BAVrEBE. S93 

On the death of this Princefs, fomc one, in aU 
lufion to the extremely vicious charadler of her fon, 
and to the Proverb that has had its fandtibn in the 
experience of all ages and of all countries to its truth, 
*• Idlenefs is the mother of Vice/' wrote upon her 
coffin, *' Cy gyjl l'OJiv€tii Here lies IdIenefi/» 



CARDINAL DUBOIS. 



The fpeech which this profligate Minifter 
delivered to the Aflembly of the Clergy, was 
made by Fontenelle, who. wrote like Wife the 
Epitaph for his Eminence, which he managed 
extremely well. Having nothing to fay of the 
gobd qualities of the deceafed Cardinal, he 
merely adverted in it to the height of his fitua- 
tion, and the uncertainty of power and of dig- 
nity. After the enumeration of all his titles 
and employments, he ' adds from Scripture, 
^* What are alt thefc titles and honours but the 
<* changing bow of Heaven, and the vapour that 
" melts into air ! Paflenger, intreat of Heaven for 
" the deceafed more folid and mote fubftantial 
^' bleffings." 

The 
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",\ CAHDINAL PUBOIS. 

The Monument rcprefcnts the Cardiaal on 
his knees with a book open before him, in vhich 
there is infcribed ^* Miftrirt:'' his eyes ^^ 
turned towards the body of the churchj ^ 
if to entreat continually the prayers of the 
congregation for him. The idea of it was fug-r 
gcfted by a relation of his, an Eccleliaftic of great 
merit. ' 

Dubois, foon after the Peace of Ryfwick, 
was in England, where he bccanie acquainted 
with a celebrated ^Countefs of that Nation^, 
whom he ufed to call *• la plus belle Irregularity 
" clu Monde.*^ One of her friends, fuppofing 
(no doul>t) that; Dubois would become one 
day Prime Minifter of France, gave him this 
advice: *' Take care never to fcrve any perfon too 
** much ; you will always fufFer for it ; and I fuppofe 
'♦ that you arc hardly enough of a Don» Quixote 
*« to pique yourfelf on the glory of making a man. 
" ungrateful/* 

The Cardinal, who had been exalted froqi 
a very mean fituation to the rank of Prime 
Minifter of a great Country, and a Prince of 
the Church, ufed occafionally to exclaim, \a 
the midll of all his confequence and fplendor 
(fo much envied by the reft of mankind)^ 
*' Alas I how happy (hould I be, were I to 
** return to my old fituation and lodging in 

" a good 
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CARDINAL DUBOli. 995 

f^ a ^ood lecood floor^ with an old Gouver- 

V nante, and with a hundred and fifty pounds 
•* a-year!*' The obfervant Fontenelle ufed to fay, 

> Whit always made me fatisfied with my low 
f< condition of lifej, was to fee Cardinal Dubois 
r^ come to me to be foothed and comforted, and 

V that I had never occafion to apply to him for a 

V iimilaf purpofe/' 

Soon after the Regent had made Dubois a Coun«^ 
cillor of State, he fent for him, and taking him by 
the hajid faid, ** My good friend, we muft now 
** have a little honcfly ; I muft beg it of you as a 
^* favour.*' 

The Cardinal was a man of very prqcifeand ac- 
curate converfation, and had a great deal of-general 
knowledge. This he took care to increafe, by 
always leading, with great dexterity, the perfons 
with whom he was con verfing to fubjeda on which 
they had moft knowledge *. 

Mr. Crawfurd, in oneof hisdifpatdtes from the 
Court of France, after giving an account of tht hit 
hours of the Cardinal, embittered by the moft hor* 
rid tortures of mind and of body, thus delineates 
his cbaradter : . 

•• His 

• " M. de Varillas," fays Mcnagft^ " told 'me one day, 
*/ that nine parts out of ten of what he knew, he had 
** picked up in converLtion. On reflc61ing a little," 
adds Menage, *'' I told hiw that I was precifcly in the fame 
•* fuuation." 
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395 CARDINAL DUBOIS. 

'^ His Eminence had no great order in pri- 
«* vacc affairs^ nor even in the condu& of the 
«' great detail of public bufinefs which he took 
*' upon him; fo -that there is a good deal of 
<' confufion in his family^ and amongft his 
*^ Clerks in their different offices. He could 
♦' never bring himfelf to diflributc his time 
*' of doing buftnefs into appropriated hours 
«' and days^ for the different afiairs of which he 
<< undertook the detail) and by this means 
*< feldom had time to finiih any thing but 
** what was immediately prefling, and remained 
^' almoft in a continual hurry by the great 
*^ multiplicity of ai&irs that ncceflarily croudcd 
'« upon him in fuch a country as this; whilft 
^' he let every one know^ that it was to him 
•* alone they muft addrefs thcmfelves^ if they 
'* expe&ed to fucceed in any demand they bad 
" to make.** 

The Cardinal^ whofe papers were never put 
in any order, ufcd frequently, in fearching after 
any thing he wanted, to fwear exceffively. One 
of his Clerks told him, " Your Eminence had 
•* better hire a man to fwear for you, and thCA 
ss you will gain fo much time/* 
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MR. LAW; 

Ti4 IS celebrated Projedor, foon after hisarri^ 
yai at Paris, beaded^ " that he would makd 
*' Fraiice fo powerful, that every other Nation 
^' in Europe fliould fend Ambaflador to it, but 
" that the King of France Ihoiild merely fend Mei* 
'* fengers to the other Nations ♦/• 

A friend of Law's alked him one day, whe- 
ther it were true that he was going to war with 
England. «' I ftiould think/' added he, " that 
«* a Minifter like yourfelf, whofe iniereft it is 
*• to make the ftatc flourifh by commerce, and 
'' by eftablilhments that require peace, would 
" never think of going to war." Law calmly 
replied, •' Sir, I do not defirc war, but I am not 
" afVaid of it/' 

Law had promifed his mailer, the R^ent, moun- 
tains of gold ; and when his promifes failed, the Re- 
gent fent for him, called him by all the opprobri* 
ous epithets that he could think of— «' Knave, 
Madman 1" ^nd faid, that he did not know what 
hindered him from fending him to the Baftilc, 
for that there never was any perfon fent there who 
deferved it fo well as himfclf. 

• ** ^ rendrai la France ft irande^ que toutes Us Nations 
« de PEun/ie enverront iet Amtajitdcurs d P^ris^ et U [Roi 
*< n*enverra que des Couriers^" 
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M. BOUDOU. 



l*nrs eminent Surgeon was one day feiit for by 
the Cardmal Dubois, Prime Miniftcr of France^ 
to perform a vtrj fcrioiis operation upon him. 
The Cardinal, on fteing him enter the mom, faid 
to him, ** You fouft ndt expect^ Sir, to treat m6 
** in the fame rougtt manner as yoii treat youf 
«« poor mifcrable Wretches at your Hofpital of 
** the Hotel Dicu/*-^" My Lord,^* replied Mi 
Boudou with great dignity, *' every one of tholS 
^ mifcrable wretches, as your Eminence u pleafed 
^ to <:ali them, ii a Prime Minifter in my tjesj^ 



M. DE BELSUNCE, 

BISHOJP OF MAHSEILLSS. 



" Marseilles' good Bifliop** wai of the 
family of»Bclfuncc in the province of Guiennc 
in France; He had taken the vows as a 
Jefuit, and became afterwards Bifhop of Mar- 
feiiles* In confideration of the emioeitt fer- 
rices he rendered to that city during the plague 

that 
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thtt vHitcd it in I'jrio, the Regent ofiered him 
the richer and mow honoifrable fee of L»n in 
Picardy/ He refiifed that biihopric, giving as 
a reafon, his unwillingnefs to leave a flock that 
had been endeared to him by their fuflferings: 
he was, however, prevailed Upon to accept of a 
peculiar diftindtion with refpcd to the Court in 
which any lawfuits he might have the unhappinefs 
to be engaged in fhould be tried. His pious and 
intrepid labours are commemorated in a pidlure 
in the town-hall of Marfeilles, in which he is re- 
prefented in his epifcoj^l habit, attended by his aU 
moners> giving his benedidlon to the dying and 
the dead that are at his feet. Father Vanniere, in 
his*' Pr^edium Rafiicum/' alludes to M. de Bclfunce 
i9 thefe lines : 



"^iid qui Pra^ul it auri 



Prodigus, affiduh animos et corpora curis 
Su/linuh, mortem vifus calcare meiumque 
Intrepido vadens per ftrata cadav'erapajfu. 

Profufc of life, and prodigal of gold. 

The facrtfdPa^^or tends bis fick'ningfold; 

Repofe of body and of isind diTdains, 

To calm their woes, and mitigate their pains : 

Bravely defpifes death, and ev'ry fear. 

With holy rites their drooping hearts to cheer j 

Vaft heap^ of dead ifvithout difmay he views. 

And with firxc ftep his gen'rous way purfuts. 



Some 
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400 V* BE AEBSUNCE^' 

Some others of the Bifiiops of Provence axe wm^ 
lioned with refped by Fadier Vaimiere foi- their 
humanity and exertions on this occafion, as M« da 
Ventimille, Archbilhop of Aix» &c. 

M. de Belfunce was an author. He wrote the 
Lives of his Predeceflbrs in the See of Marf^illes^ 
md fomc feh'gious trails* 



CARDINAL FLEURY. 



When the Abbe de St. Pierre pi-efented hid 
J)rt)je<9: of a perpetual peace* to this wilcy and 
experienced Miniftcr, the Cardinal faid, " Sir, 
*• I am much afraid that you have forgotten 
** the preliminary article. Ifou have [forgotten 
*• to fend ^ troop of miflionaries, to dilpofc 
*' the hearts and the minds of the different 
*' Sovereigns of Europe towards your excellent 
" projeft.'* 

The Cardinal, like our excellent Minifter Sir 
Robert Walpole, was forced into an expenfive 

and' 

• Soon after Si. Pierre publifhcd his book, a Dutch Inn- 
keeper fet up a fign> infcribedy " a /i Faix per/etueiU.'^ Ic 
reprefented a Church*yard> as if the mifchievous paflions and 
the follies of mankind were to ceaie only with the total ex« 
tin^ion of the hUman race* 
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eAEBlH'At FIiEUET. 401 

and ruinous war by the clamour of fadlion and 
the folly of the people. On the Cardinal's part 
indeed^ he had taken the tnoft effedhial method 
qf keeping the two ^reat Nations of France and 
England in perfed harmony with one another : He 
ufed to remit to Sir Robert a certain turn of money 
occafionally^ to be diftributed amongfl: thoTe^ who^ 
from diiappointment and a love of revenge, were 
likely in this country to cdunterad his pacific ia- 
centions*» 

Fleu ry being one day told, that he was relpon** 
Sbie to his Sovereign for his condu<f^, replied^ 
'^ Say^ rather to God and to my clinftieiice^^ 

• The Ab loaded with ^old by PhHip of Macedod.took 
inore Towns, perhaps, than his well difcIpliDedand experienced 
armies. The^French have ever known how to apply tbfrt unl- 
yerfal agent with great fucceis. Moft wars end as mod revo- 
lutiopa b^n, frtim the want of money: ft wduM thetefore 
Item to be good policy, asid avea a pnt ftvitif . of the prtbious 
metal, np leis than of the lives and the kappinefr of maifkind 
(which are not often fufficiently coafidered in the atebunts 
pf Statefmeo) if the rooH dreadful of humaa calamities was 
fttempted to be prevented by therfame meaos which eventMaUy 
pqt a^Aop to its progrefs* 



VOl,* IV, D d 
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MARSHAL SAXE. 

To the honour of the humanity of this greai^ 
General, the following ftory, told of him by M. 
de Senac^ his Phyfician, Ihould be mentioned, 
The night before the battle of Raucour, M, 
dc Senac obfcrved his illuftrious patient very 
thoughtful, and afked him the reafoh of it; when 
he replied in a paflage from th^ " Andromaq^ue" 
of Racine^ 

Smgtj/onge^ Stnac^ ^ aUi nurt crtuSu . . 

Qui fut four tQut unpeuple une nutt ttemelU. 

Smge aux cris des vainqueutSt fonge aux cris its numrt 

rans^ 
Dans la^pwie etouffesfous hfer exptrans z 

Think| think, my friend, what horrid woei 

To-morrow's morning muft difclofe 

To thoufands, by Fate's hard decree. 

The laft morn they (hall ever fee, 

Think how the dying and the dead 

Cer yon cxt? nfive pladn fliall fpread : 

What horrid fpcQacles afford, 

Scorched by the flames, pierced by the fword : 

^« and- added, Et tmsh^JoldatstCen Javoitnt rien^ 
!• «iror^— And all thefe Soldiers knew npthinjg at 
y all of what was to happen." 

The 
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The fbllowing Letters wei^ written by Marflial 
Saxe to M. D'Eon de Tifle, Cenfor Royals and 
Secretary to the Regent. Duke of Oilquis* They 
are per^Mtted to embelliih this CoUp^flion^ by die 
kindnefs of the Chsvalisrx D'Eon^ niece to the 
pcrfon to whom they were addrefled. 

*f Monfieofj 

" Jc vous prye einflan mant de preter unc atan^ 
•* ^(!?» favorable ay^ que Mile. Sommerville* vous 
^' dira^ ill ma paru quon la vej^e icfait une bonne 
•^ fiUc, a qui jc feres chann6 de randre fervijfe, 
f* foiez perfuadis (jue Ion fauret aitre plus par« 
'* iaitement^ 

'' Monfieur, 
«« Votrc trcs humble &tres obeijfent ferviteur, 

*' Maurice de Saxe/' 
^ A Paris le Mardis 
«• derniers de Juillef, 
V I74Q.'' 

cc A _, 

« Je vous/ryr d*a%trt ptffuades^ Monficur, que 
^ Ton nt fauret aitnplvis fenfible que je le fuis au 
'* marques de votre fouvenir 5c de votrc amities^ 
'• die mt/nas toujour ch^rc, ituaiz/ucfaisacqui'^ 
^ ereront de mums agremei^ pour my. Cant je 

• An A3xt& of the Frmch Optra. 

pda '^^faures 
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404 l#A{bR4& SAKE. 

^Jkurts q» wuki Vibus y einttr^s^ I^on ftucec afcre 
^' plus p^Ffeiremenf J 
" Mdnfieur. 
*' Totvetreshumbk&ti^es ^^^ly^ibrvitetir, 

** MaWRIM DB SftXf /• 

Marfltal Saxe was a I^uthen^n, and his body 
coaid not therefore be buriecl ia zfof* of the 
Catholjc cbjujxihes in France with the ufual^cere- 
i)[ion)e% attendant on, th^ fu^eraU of g^iicat meiv 
This, m^dc the Qiiieeaof Loui^ the Fiibqcnth fayv 
with frnje ars^iicf^. " What a piiy ijt i^ that we 
« camiot fi/igonj:i)^Prf/:^(^jtQaiQHi,w;hp]pa% 
" made us fing io many TV D^um$.** 

Of the greatnefs of Marflial Saxc> courage 
whq caa doubt? ytt hi^frien(l& laid of; h^o)^ thftt 
he would npvei: * fi^ht. a duel; that he always 

looked. 

• A greater degree of ridicule ww nev^tthrovrn Tjpbn ducU 
ling than by the following ftory, which Dn Sattdifa|ids told 
to Mr. RichardfoDy jun. 

'* Colonel Guile going over one campaign to Flanders, cb« 
^^ ferved a.y«w>g/raw Offiqaj; vnh^.was ip th^iajain ^ffH with 
«< him, apd.wi^h his ufiiial huxnanity toldhifDa tha|^ bc.w(Hil4 
f* take care of him and Qonduft him to Antwerp, where they 
<< were both going, which he accordingly did, and then took 
" leave of him. The young Mlow was foon told, by ft«ne 
«^ arch rogues wtiorohc- l)appeii0d to fatt ilu with>.thai ht duift 
f < fignalize himfelf by fighting fome man of known couragei, 
" or elfe he would foon be de(|»iTed in^ the regiment. "The 
*' youQg man (aid, he knew no one but Colonel Guife» and 

^ *' he 
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locked hU than]bei;tA)bn; ' 



Louis the FiFXEENtil^faid of l^cIcJs, ** Offi 

«* «« fciwiw^ droit et ddrbit^ a tetl of virtue and 

d wan of thle Wbrl^. He Was the hiftoridgfapher 

df France^ and tKe bftly jj^f foil ro wHdrh Roufleau 

' ever 

'^ he had received great obligations from him. It \% ^ tU ^n^ 
*« for. tbat^ they faid* in thefe cafes. Th« Cokmd was the fitteft 
*< man in the world, every body knew his bravery. Soon af- 
** terwards, up-comes the young Oflficcr to Colonel tiuife, at 
<* he wis walking up atifldovm in the Coflfe^-hbufe, atid te- 
«^ pxk lii^a Hffilatiig manner tt> ieA bfio, hoW itiueb obliged 
** kes Mi beeQ tti himi and how fimnfible he was of faJsoUigav 
<^ tions. Sir* repHed Cok>nel Guife, 1 have done my 4Dty by 
*' you, and no more. But Colonel, added the young Officer^^ 
^ faulteriog, I am told that I muit fight feme Gentleman of 
*' known refolutidfi, and v^hd has killed (evefsil per(bn^, in<l 
•^ thai nM»<ldy^Qh < Sif « implied tke Colonel) yofar friehdi. do 
** me toi viKh iiofto«lf ; but diere 19 a Gentlspan (poinimg t^* 
«' a huge fietcr-lobkit^ black .&II0W that was fitting..at one of 
^* the tables) who has killed half the regiment* So up goes the 
^* O^cer to him, and tells him* he is well informed of hit 
" bravery, atid that, fof thA teafon, he nJuft fight him. Who 
"• 1,- Sk ? replied the Gentleman : why 1 am Pealc the Apo- 
•* thecary,"— Aic^arflJ/intantf. 
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ever dedicated any of bis vdrks. When he was 
at Rome he was aiked hj Clement XIII. whcdiar 
he intended to publilh the Memoirs of his own 
Times. He replied, " Holy Father, I neither 
" wifli to debaie myietf by flattery, nor to 
*' incur any unneceflary danger by telling the 
«• tnith." 

Speaking of Politencft in his •* Confiderathns 
** Jur les Mceurs*^ he fays, 

•' Mankind are fo much indebted to each othcr^ 
" that they owe mutual attention; they owe each 
•* other a politencfs worthy of themfelves, wor- 
«' thy of thinkihg beings, and varied accord* 
'« ing to the diScrcnt fentimtnis that ^ihould die- 
•* tate it. 
. •* The politencfs of the great therefore fhould 
«' be that of humanity ; and that of inferiors 
" gratitude, if the great dcfcrvc it ; that of equals 
*' cftcem and mutual fer vices i far fnmi enclea- 
*' vouring to encourage incivility, it is much Co 
«* be wifhed, that the politencfs arifing from loft- 
•' ncfs of manners fliould be added to that which 
•« proceeds from goodnefs of heart. 

'^ The moft pernicious efied of the common 
^ politencfs of the world is, that it teaches us 
•• to do without thofe virtues which it imitates.. 
«« Were we but taught by our education to be 
<« humane and benevolent, we ihould either 

V poffcfs 
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^* po^$ poUtends^ or could do very vdl ^tb. 
^* .out it. 

. ^ We fliduld Qoc perhajps have that politdie& 
^^ whith announces tdelf bf the Graces^ but we 
^« flKOUld h^ve that which announces the hooeft 
'^ num and the man of honour. We Ihould then. 

V have nd dccafion to hive recourfe to ixieie 
^ appeaiaaces. 

" Inftead of being artifiiiial to pieaie^ it would: 
^' then be fufficient that we were good roen: in--* 
^' AaA of being diflemblers to flatter the weak* 
^ t)efi of others^ it would be enough for us dnl/' 
*« to be indulgent to them. 

** Thofe to whom we behaved in this manner 
^ would neither be rendered infolent nor cor- 
^' rupted by it ; they would only be grateful and 
*' become better.'' 

It was an obfervation of Duclos, •* That rogues 
" always leagued together, whilft honed men kept 
*' thcmfcl ves ifolated . 

" Impious and profligate writings/' faidhe^ 

" are read once for their novelty, and, except on 

•'.account of the bad principles they contain, 

" they would never have been tal^en the leafl: 

« noticp of; like thofe obfcure criminals whofe 

V names are known only by their crimes and. their 
•• puniihments.'* 

Thife qbfervations of Duclos are tajc^j^m 
]^ Life in the ** Necroh^e da fAmmes^ alebres de 

" Francf0*\ 
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rr asori^fimMrif piUilliQijevayytaar 
at I^m in lamo. It f^rytpH the Liv» of ihcf 
Rnibos in Anns, in Am. and in 
Iciedwicbindieyaur. Icgave 
of tUraaions, didrwridi^ dieii* 
Jabous^ and tkeir difi^nvtriB^ and ooitfainad zi 
w^ eke UAbi^ ^f ckc piogicfr of cJm knmart 
niind» as the lives of the pciibns mentioMd jq it. 
Saflb aiticiewas fiimillicd by a perfen convtrfknc 
with the praieffion of die pamcukr perfim de* 
feribadkiic. A bo^ condndcd on die finne plan 
tiKfldd bo a. peat addition to the littntuie of this 
countiy. 



FONTENELLE. 



FoNTBNettB was of a good-humoured ^d 
apailQftical d»/pofition. He w» once aflced how 
be bad nvmaged te be fb generally liked- as he 
tMi6^ H« ^lied, '^ By ebferving theft two 
9.inakifne; One cannot te)l what inajr happen; 
•f 4iiidUvcp^'bbdy irny be right at laft." 

On feeing the bud of Boileau, the Satirlfl'; 
lia«aicIainf(id/» I lay now of Boifcatt what 1 have 
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'< always faid« crown him with laurels^ and hang 
*^ him afterwards upon the next gibbet ••" 

,Of a company confining of men of no great 
underftanding and of Ladies'who were of a certain 
a^/he faid, " Lts htmfius font pajfable, et Us 
*♦ fenmes papesJ^ 

Some one afking him how old he was^ hre faid» 
'' yMk'\ ?ny don't fpeak fo l(|iid ; death feema 
^* 'tt> have fbrgottan me, and you may peihaps put 
*• him in mfaid of me.** 

A few hours before he died, being alked what 
he fbh, he faid, '« rien qu^une difficulii JPitre^* 

Foneenelle's Dramas are very elegant in their 
ftyle and in their thinking. His Eloges are' exceU 
lent. His other works are of no great value. The 
" Hiftory of Oracles" was takyi from Vandale. 
a heavy Dutch writer, and drefled up with Fonte- 
^elle's ufual elegance. 

C'ejl uTp nufhav$ metjxr ^t cdui dc mtiirc* 
Th^ Sajurift ^u^ tpo pften ^veiige« his «wa mi&rles opon th» 
&elkig9 of otber2U*-»J9Le)paer iiied to tell bis /ri^Qd^ that h|i 
Aever became: difcontented with the world, till h^ had lone 
been difeonteht^d with himieif. 
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MdKTESQUIEU 

Said to Madame d'A^illon on his dcath-boli 
** I have always iiefpeiSed religion i the morality 
^ of the Gofpel is the molt valuable prefent thai. 
^^ God could have beftowcd upon mankmd/^ 

EJCTRACTS FROM SOME tlETACHKl> tMOeOHTS 
OF liONT£S<lUJEi;» PUBLISHED A , VEW 
tEARS SIKC£ BY M. D£ LA PLACE^ OF 
BRUSSELS. 

^' I am atuched to thy country, be^ufe 1 like 
•• the Government under which I was bom^ with^ 
** out being afraid of it, or expeding any emolu-» 
♦' ment from it. t Iharc equally with my fellow* 
" citizens in the protedlion which it affords to 
*^ us, and I thank God that he has given to me a 
** 4^^e of moderatipii. 

" If I knew any thing that would be ufeful 
•* to myfclf, and at the fame tinle prejudicial to 
•* my family, I would crafe it from my mind; if 
*• I knew any thing that would be ufeful to my 
^* family, but prejudicial to my country, I would 
•' drive to forget it ; if I knew any thing that 
^ would be ufeful to my country, but prcju- 
*< dicial to mankind, I fhould look upon it as a 
♦* crime. 

" We are allowed t6 afpirc to the higheft fitua* 
*' tionsinourcountry^ bccaufe it is permitted to 

•* every 
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*^*very einim to wilh to be ufiffiil to his coun- 
'^ try. Befides^ a noble aoibkion (when properly 
*• <iire<%ed) i8a;fentiKQCtic very ufeful to (bciety; 
*«^ for, as the phyfical world fubfifls only becaufe 
«< . every particle of matter tends to fly off from the 
^ centre, !fo the politkral world fuftains itfelf by 
'*.thc inward and reftlefs defire that eiFery.one 
^^ has to Mmove from the iltuation in which he 13 
«* placed. . 

a The heroifm that found morality avows has 
** iVery few charms for moil men» the heroifm 
^' that deftroys morality ftrikes us and forces our 
^> admiration. 

' ^ There are no perfons that I have ever more 
^ completely defpifed, than witlings and perfons 

^5 of rank devoid of probity. < 

^' My principle has always been, never to do that 

<' by another perfon which I could do by myiclf. 

^^ This. has enabled me to make my fortune by 

*' the means which I had in my own power^ 

*^ moderation and frugality; and never by means 

<« external to xnyfelf, which are but too often hafc 

•• orunjuft. 
"I love to frequent thofe houfes where I 

<^ can come off well with my evcry-day under^ 

*' ftanding. 
" I doat upon friendlhip. I never remember 

^' in my life to have given away four louis d'or?. 
4 *' fron^ 
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^ from oftentatmh, or to tettf pAld faor Tidtt 
«• from views of intereft. 

*^ It was my Inteiitkm to have made ray 
*♦ Syprii dts Loix*' a work of gt^ater e*»nt, and 
•• td haveconfidered many parts of if mofc foily- 
^^ I am now become unable to di» as I intended; 
♦* My ftttdlcs have weakened mycycs j and wtut 
^ li^t rcmains wtthin, is merely tliar of twilight^ 
« in which they will foon fet for ever. 

««^ 1 am not fo humble as the athetfts are. I 
^ i would net change my hopes of immoftaiiCf 
*♦ for alt their Quietifm* 

«• Religion is peculiarly neceflfary tcrtfae Eogti 
•* Mffi i 'it t\iofk perltns who are noc afraid to de. 
•« ftroy themfclves, Ihould at feaft be tau^t the 
*« fatal and eternal confequenceS' that attmd the 
«* rafh and wicked adion -of a moment. 
• •• In thecourfe of my life I have been very 
^ fooUfh, but have never bten maKgnant. When 
•* I fee a man of worth, I never attempt to take 
••him to pieces. 

^ Idlcnefs * fliottld really be ranked amoi^ft 
« the tortures of Hell. Yet people, are fbotilh 

' ' ^ enottgh 

' •/ . ' ,. 

• *• Idlenefs," lays Lavater, (Irongly, *« is the ociginal fm 
•* gf our fi.i-ft parents. Do you not think it then difobediencc 
•* or rebellion ? Nothing Tike it ! thefr leading vice was idlc- 
•* ncfs. He that can fubdue that one vice, can never fail ta 
^ accomplifh whatever ^e purpofes to do." 

-* Idlencfs,- 
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n enough to daft i% with the beatimdes of 
•« HeaYCD, 

. " Thoft 

<« Idlends," fays the learned Lord Mohboddo, • is' the 
'^ fource of ahnoft every viee and ibily; For ^mm who 
*** tfoes iM' knuMv what to' ^>. will da iny tittag raiter tfian 
<< nothing; aoid & wnttiBi, that the richcft man who 
* ii ^unisted by; that £)ul fiend (^s^it.may be caUftd)^is a 
'* much more unhappy man than. the day-labourer^ who earns 
•f* hu daily bread by thefweat of his browj and who th^re* 
•• fore only fubmits to the fentcnce pronounced upon cur 
^ fifA p»xetitsa^er their fall, axuLwhich^ if it be yxulcrftaocl 
** (mI ibiail^ u^oi^ghttobe) of the Uhout of-^the^miad^iMi 
^ uttil a»«f the body,, we xdxxSl all fiabmitUi» ot be miieiw 
<(• aUe if we do not. And accordisfly thcie^ who. hav« 
^nothing to do^..eodeavoup. to % fs:a9^ themielves, and * 
^ naay ily from the counUy aod jgo abD9ad for no olhts 
^ reafon* * . 

Frmjtraj nam coma atra petit fequiiurquefugacan^ 

*6iinft the foul fiend' whet can i^ef afibsd? 
Ouf bed he cliabs, participates ;oii& board:; 
Fly 39 we may o'er earth's extenfivecound 
Ho followiB ftill, and at out beds ie found* 
From ht» IdU lookateach joy a.blaflCaajuiBe^ 
Andilife itfelf beneath, his^ grdp expira. 

*^ Andfomegoout of life for no other' reafon (and I thinly 
ff tUere may be a worfe ceafon)^ than becaufe they have no* 
f^ thing to do in it." 

MetApbyf. vol. iv. p.9s. 

«f WenrisieficiQf lif^." iayi Dr« Oarwj^ij '*M ils BMet;a^ 
> d^tte halbicn tfifimed.ft.moiA^ taaftion by fcmif? j^i# 

«« lofophers; 
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'* thofe pAfons who have littte to do nte 
« great talkers, A man talks, in general, in 
«' proportion to the fm^U dcgtirc of thought which 
*^ he poffeflcs. 

•« In the whole courfc of my life I have never 
^* known any perfons completely defpiled, ex«» 
'« ecpt thofe who keep bad company. 

•' Our modern orators appear to give in length 

" whgt they want in 4cpth ♦, 

ft jf 

•• lofbpbers ; but tbofc men who have nin thiwigh the 
** ufual amufements of life early* in refpeft of their age, and 
^ who have not induftry or abilif y to cultivate thofe fciences 
^* which aflbrd a perpetual fund of novelty and of conib-. 
^ quententertainxnenti are liable to become tired of life, as 
** they fuf^pofe there it nothing new to be found in h that 
** can afibrd them pleafure ; like Alexander, who ia &id td 
** have ibed teap, becapfe be bad not another worl4 to coi^« 
«* qucr." 

The lemedies recommended by this ingenious philofo- 
pher a|^ft the tadhtm lUUt are, *^ feme reftraintin ex- 
** baufting the ufual pleafures of the world early in life] 
^< the a|;reeable caret of a matrimonial life ; the cultivation 
^ of feience, as of Cbemiftryj Natural Philofophy, Natund 
<^ Hiftory, &c. which fupply an inexhauflable fouroe of 
^ pleafuiable novelty, andielieve etmui by the exertion \\ttf 
•« occafion.*' 

Eoonomiai vol. ii« 

. • Tdly bimfelf. calls this defea << cahmnxM dk<n£;' the 
fcandal of public fpeaking* This abufe of a noble feculty 
has ultimately deftioyed eveiy State in which it has beex^ 
pnSjfed. Athens and Rome All when the tinfel «f rhetorie 

WW 
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^ If you aik me^ my foni; what in gimer^ ans 
^' the prejudices of (he Englifh nation^ ^d what 
f' they efteem pioft, I ihould anfwer yoiir ^V^f- 
♦• tion with fome difficulty. They do not appeat 
5' to ztfdSt either war qr ambition, neither U»ofc 
'^ perfons who are well with the ^ Ladies, nor 
'« thofe who have the ears of thp Minifter. 
^' They appear delirous that men fhould be 
^Vmen. They efteem only two things, wealth 
f* and merit." 

«f It is not,*' fays this acute writer, in 
his Spirit of )^ws, " it is not my buiincfs to 
" enquire^ whether the Englifli really pofTefi 
^* that freedom which they are fuppofed ta 
f' have. It is enough for my purpoie that it is 
'• e(labli(hed by their Lstws. I do not however 
r pity thofe nations who do not enjoy that blefling. 
f* I know but too well that excefs of reafon itfelf 
.f is not a defirable thing, and that in general 
f« mankind adapt themfelvcs better to a medium 
" than to the extremes/* 

was preferred to the pure gpld of knowledge, when men 
afib&ed to i^ppear wife rather than be really S09 and found 
the natioQ foolifh enough to be fatisfied with the (hadow 
^nftead of the fubfEancc. *• Is it not furprizii^," (ays Dora 
l^od d'Argonne, •* that, itnce eloquence has begun to be 
U fufficiently known, mankind Ihould ftiU continue to ho 
*^ duped by it?" 
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ABB]^ DE MAKSY. 



Du Frbsnoy's Latin Poem on Painting is wdl 
known. It was written by anartiff ; but, thoag^ 
it contains many excellent precepts and oblervations 
relative to art, it is, like moft other Latin dida&ic 
poems, dry and Unihfcrefting. Abbe Mar/yU 
Latin Poem on the fame fubjeft is written with 
greater elegance of ftyle, . and with fuperior bar* 
mony of yerfification« Many of the defcriptidns 
it Contains are beautiful. It would appear tq ad- 
vantage hi an £ngli(h drcfs, were notes appended 
to it by ail eminent Artiil or a good ConnoiiTeur, 
in the fame manner as Sir Joihua Reynolds*s Com- 
.ments illuftrate the text of the tranflation of Du 
Frcfnoy by Mr. Mafon. 

Marfy was the fon of the celebrated ifculptor of 
the Baths of Diana in the gardens 6f Verfailles, and 
feems to have had a kind of hereditary right to taftc 
mid knowledge in art. 

He thus dcfcribes Le Sueur and' Nicolq 
Pouffin: 

Suerii qui J clauftra Jcquar doff! que Sahinas : 

fnujjtni. 

* • * • • 

PiSuram Aufoniis ix quo deduxlt ab oris 
Et Roma ereptas tibi Gallia (radidit arte:. 

Le 
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Le Sudur's fam*(} Clolfler all our wonder qkums; 
Why fpeak of ktiocd Ptuffin's Sabine dames? 

• « * o o 
PouiSn to whom indebted Gallia boafla 
Painting reftored from the Italian coafts» 
Proud from his powers of pencil to affume 
Each various grace of art defpoti'd from Kome« 

He thus commemorates Titian^ the paintct 
of Nature : 



• Agnofco tuos Titiane cohret 




DoQetot illicibus fuccit decorun tabellas 

Arte colorandi naturam ut vinan pojfis. 

1 itian, thy magic colours I defcr/t 

Skili'd by the blended tints that charm t 

That Art with Nature's ftlf appear 

And die dull canvas animates; 

M,dc la Mierrc^^-^Watclet have wriu 
ten Poems on Rantii« in French verfc, taJ^ng 
maiiy of jheir fcp^fmcnts and obfcrvations from 
the Latin Po^ms of Du Frefnoy and dc Marfy. 
They have iiot, I fear, found many admirers. 

Abbe dc Marfy, fpedking of the art of Paint, 
ing *, when cxcrcifcd by fuch men as Michael 
Angelo and Julio Romano^ delcribes its fublimb 
cflWts, in fome lines whic.h may be well applied 
CO the Gallery of Milton, now painting by Mr* 
Fufeli, 

• The ^tle of Mariy;i Poem is «Ft£br#/' 1736. iSAOli 
He vrroie slfo a Latin Poenl «i» Tragedy* 
yoin IV. 1 e IJ^nt 
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I^nciiim imptro'idlsfuriens aifiiirafinm 

Terrtwz nil facts habens^Jlammentia mundi 

Mania tranfgreditur. 

Painting, on fcarlefs pinions borne, afccnds 

The ftars exalted region, and, fct free 

From cvTcry feculance of this vile earth, 

Burjls through the flaming barriers of the worM- 



RAMEAU. 

This great Mufician poffeffcd that cnthu- 
" ^m, without which nothing great is ever cf- 
fcacd. tj^^ j^^j ^^g ^3y fon^e men of letters 
at his houfe, .^^ laughed at him very much 
on his making an ^.^chronifm. Ramcau flew 
with great emotion to his n«rpfichord, and, run- 
ning rapidly over the keys ^ it, played a moft 
exquifite piece of harmony, ''Now/' faid he, 
*^ Gentlemen, it furely fhews mocc talent to 
*' be able to compofe fuch a piece of mufic as 
/' that which you have juft heard, than to be 
" able to tell in what year' Charlemagne or 
«' Clovis died. You only remember ; I invent ; 
'^ and pray which is the moft admirable, genius 
** or erudition ?** 

On a quarrel he had with the elegant QuI- 

jiault, whof? Operas he fet to mufic, he faid, 

f' You will fee how well I can do without my 

1 «'Poet. 
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" Poet. I will in future fct the Dutch Gazette 
•* to mufic.** 

The Collar of the Order of St. Michael was 
intended for Rameau by Louis the Fifteenth. 
He died, 'however, before he received k*, and, 
at a public funeral, which the Royal Academy 
of Miific made for him in one of the churches 
of Paris, the office for the dead was fet^ to mufic^ 
taken from hi5 own Operas of Caflor and Dar« 
danus^ 

His enemies complained, without reafon, that 
his mufic pleaied merely from its difficulty of 
execution *• It was indeed grand and elaborate, 
and excelled in its power of "harmotiy, and in 
the juft combination of founds apparently dif- 
Gordant. This, however, evinced the genius 
and the knowledge of the mafter,* • 

• Dr. Johnfon was obferved by a mufical friend of hisy 
to be extremely inattentive at a Concert, whilft a cele- 
bf^ted folo player was running up the divifions and fub« 
diviitons of notes upon his violin. His friend^ to induce 
him to take greater notice of what was' going on, told him 
Jiow extremely difHcult it was. *' Difficuk do you call it, 
" Sir?" replied the Doftor ; " I widj it were impofTible/* 



tt2 
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U. D'ACQViN. 

Tiiii grtit Muficiatf was U competirdr /bt 
the exquidte org^n of St. Payfl's at Paris, with 
Rameau. Thejr had e^ch Hff them played a 
fuguc^ on the nfierk of which the judges wert 
divided ; and, as it was ftippofed that their com* 
poiitions were premeditated, they were dfcfired 
to execute a Voluntary. 

D'Acquin firfi: afccndiS the orgttivlofc^ throws 
his fword with fome emotion at his fy^, ^nd 
exctiims, looking down upon his audience witb 
an air of triumph,; infpired by the confcioufnefs 
of his owh talents, *• Cefi tnoi qui vats teuiber /" 
and in this trahfport of enthdHafm, which the 
indeciiton of his judges had occafioned, made 
fuch fpirited efFprts, that the fuffrages were no 
longer divided^ and he . triumphed, in point of 
execution at leaft, over the greateft muiician^ 
that F^nce ever produced. 

Rameau, however fuccefeful h« competitor 
had been, ufed to fay of him, •' There is no good 
*^ mufic now : our tafte for it is continually 
*' changing : M. d'Acquin alone has had the 
*' courage to ftem the torrent ; he has always 
*' maintained to the Organ* the majrcfty ^d the 
''graces that are peculiarly appropfiated to 

« that 
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f'that wonderful iinftrument: he might, how- 
*• ever, have givei> iitfo all the tricks of exccu- 
*f tion if he had pleafed ; I admire him for not 
*^ having done fo/* 

J, J. Houfleau, ^n bis Mu^ca^ Pi<^ipnaiy, 9b- 
ff rves^ article PreUider^ " If is in this great ar£, 
f^ that oyr good Oigani(l| in France ^xccl, fuch 
M 9S M. d'Acqyin anid fA. Clayierie.'' 



py CERCEAU, 



In his I4& of |:^e modern ^mtaan Demagogue 
^enzi, pbfervi^^ 'f that popular talents^ ii} 
^' gjcneral^ ^fc con)))ined ^rith a certaii^ d^ree of 
^< inianity/f ^c inafs pf fnankjnd appear ra<p 
ther to fa^ pleafed |irif h fwrl^t dafzkf th9n witl; 
that which convinces ^hem } spd are moK jm* 
prefljcd by the ardour of <:nterprize th»i by the 
jfobriety pf pradSkicability, It |s the exercifed eye 
alone which prefers the ipipaflo of Titian to the 
glaize of Barocci,— folid and fubftantial colQUf 
f q airy and diaphanous tintSf 
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MARIVAUX. 



This ingenious man, however metaphyfical 
and alembicated he may be in his writings, was 
of great fimph'city and hn hommie in his charac- 
ter and coiivorfation. • Having one d^y met 
with a fturdy beggar, who afked charity of him, 
he replied, " My good friend, ftrong and ftout 
" as you are, it is a fhame that you do not go 
** to work/-— ''Ah Maftcr," faid the beggar, 
" if you did but know how lazy I am.**— 
*' Well," replied iyiariv^ux, ''I fee thou art an 
" honcft fellow, here is half a crown for you.** 

Being one' day in company with Lord Boling- 
broke, who had profeflcd himfclf an infidel on 
many poihts of the Ghriftian Religion, though 
he had Vnentioned as true many dubious hifto^ 
rical fa<?ts, -w Well, my Lord,** faid he, ''if you 
'♦ are an infidel, I fee that it is not fer want of 
▼< faith.*' • * 
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LOUIS THE SIXTEENTH. 

[1774—1793.]' 

. The fituation of this excellent Prince is thue 
emphatically deferibed by that great Politician; 
Frederic, the laft King of Pruffia, in one of his 
letters to Voltaire : 

«• June i8» 177^-'' 

«' I have lately learned that; the King qf 
*« France has difplaced fome of his Minifterst 
'' I am not aftonifhed at it. I look upon 
^^ Louis the Sixteenth as^ a young lamb in the 
" roidft of wolves. He will be in great lucfc 
*' if h^ gets out of their claws, A perfon whg 
" Ihould (:hance to have been in the habits of 
" Gavcrnmcnt, would be at prefent much puzr 
*' zled in France ; — watched and furroundecj 
" with artifkps of every kind, he would b^ 
'•forced to be guilty of miftakcs. , How much 
^' more likely then is it, that a young Prince, 
•• without experience, fhould be hurried along 
^' by the torrent of intrigue and cabal. 

'• Thofe perfons who have talked of thp 
^ French Government to you, have doubtlefii, 
'* my dfar Voltaire, exaggerated many things, 
" I have had an opportunity of getting at thp 
f* true ftate of tlie revenues and of the debt# 

•^of 
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<'.of that kingdom. Its debts arc enormous^ 
*^ its rcfources cxhaufted^ and its taxes mui- 
' tiplied beyond • bounds. The only method 
** to diminiih in time the load of thcfe debts^ 
** would be to put its expences within certain 
^limits, and to ictfcndi every fiipeifluity. 
'^But» alasl this I fear will never be done; 
^ for^ inftead of faying^ | have Cudi an iixxxne^ 
^ and I can affortl to fpend fi> anuch of k» we 
<< are but too apt to fay, I roujl have fo much 
** money, find out expedients to procare it 
«< forme. 

<^ Thofe rogues of Monks fhould be made 
»« to bleed pretty fiedy. This, however, would 
«' not be fufiicient (though it woald vndoubt* 
« edly afford fome refouiccs) to pay off the 
*' debts in a (hort time^ and to jHrocure for the 
V' people of France all that affiftaMe for which 
r they have at prefent fo g^eat an occaHon. 
«< This diftrefsful fituation took its rife la the 
^ preceding reigns, which contratfted debts for 
•• the payment of which they had made no 
«' provifion. 

<< It is this derangement of its finances which 
•* fo materially influences cveiy part of its Go- 
«« vemment. It has put a ftop to the wife 
«^ proje(^s of M. de St. Germain. It has pre« 
^* vented its Adminiftration from having that 
5'afccndancy in the affairs of Europe, which 
5 ^* Fiance 



Digitized by 



Google 



I.OUIS THE «IKTE£NTa« 4SS 

'^ France has been ever ured to tskp fince Ac 
« reign of Henry the Fourth. With rclpeft to 
<*^ your Parliaments^ a6^ a thinking man« I have 
'* conftantly condenuied the revocation of that of 
^* Paris, as contrary to every principle of logic 
*^ and of good fenfe/* 

Is it then any wonder, that when M. de 
Mal^flieHbes came to requeft his difmi$on ftom 
Adminiftnrtion, the King exclaimed, '^ I can; 
*' indeed, grant you your difmifiioa. I wifli I 
^ were able to procure my own I** 

His (hort-fighted Miniftera, in thefe dtC 
tre(sfol circumfiances, engaged him to afiifi the 
Colonies of a great Nation that were at war with 
the parent Country * : and not only to adii to 
che imcnenTe disbt already incurred in France, but 
to effciS the propagation of that fpirxt of levote 
"Which has ended &> &tally for that kingdom* 

Oto an application made to him by Tippoo 
Saib, not long before he fuffisrod^ to affift him 

ia 

« That Miniiler of routine M. de Vtrgfnvf^ pawn old 
in intrigue and cabal, ufed to exclaim with nipxure after 
tlie American War, ^ I have cut off one ar^i from the 
•* proud Iflanders, I will foon cut off the other." The 
dtreption of that ann, however, like the teeth of the ftrpeot 
of Cadbnu^i has pxodiiocd trmeii legions, wUeb have not 
onlydef^royed each other and the Country by wtefe follf 
and tzetchery ibey were produced, hut threaten the deftruc* 
tion of Europe itlelf, and all that has been held {acred for 
a£cs by the inhabitants of it. 
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425 LOUIS THE SIXTEENTH. 

in taking pofleifion of (bme Provinces in India 
from the Englifh, and annexing them to the 
•Crown of France^ Louis nobly refufed his aflent^ 
and faid, " In the American War, my Minifters 
*' took advantage of my youth and inexperience. 
** Every calamity that we have fufFered in France 
" took its rife from that event.** 

During his infamous mock trial, this Prince 
was alked. What he had done with a certain 
fom of money — a few thoufand ^pounds. Hie 
voice failed him, and the tears came into his eyes 
at this queftion ; at laft he replied, '^ J'aimMis 
*• a f aire des heureux, — I had a pleafure in making 
«* other people happy". He had given the money 
away in charity. 

On the night preceding his execution he faid 
to M. Edgeworth, "I do not know what I have 
*« done to my coufin the Duke of Orleans, to 
.*' induce him to behave to me in the way in 
•' which he has done; but he is to be pitied ; 
•*« he is'ftill more wretched than I am; I would 
•* not change fituations with him." 
, A few hours before he died, he faid to the 
fame Gentleman, " How happy I am to have 
** retained my faith in religion. In what a 
<< terrible flate of mind (hould I have been at 
•« this moment, had not the grace of God pre* 
•' ferved this bleffing to me. Yes, I fhall now 
^* be able to fliew my enemies that I do not 
« fear them." 
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LOUIS THE SIXTEENTH, 4fi7 

* As this monarch, the moft benevolent, the 
bed intentioned Prince, and the moft affec- 
tionate lover of his people * that Time has 
ever produced, was afcending the fcaffold td 
fuffer the fentcnce inflidled upon him by his 
unprincipled and infamous Judges, his virtuous 
and intrepid Confeffor exclaimed, with all the 

, energy of Corneillc himfclf, *' Dignc enfant de 
." Saint Louis, monte au del.** 

O true defcendant of a Sainted King, 
Let this fad fccnc to thee no terrors bring ; 
Afcend the fcaffold then with dauntlefs pace, ■ 
It leads to join in Heaven thy facred race. 



VOLTAIRE 



Was one of thofe few Poets who facrifice no lef? 
at the Ihrinc of Plutus than at that of Apollo. 
In one of his lettei^ to a friend, refpeding 
economy, he has thefe excellent obfervations : 

'* A fmall patrimony becomes eve;-y ^ay 
y fraallqr j for the price of every thing is. con^ 

- ^'tinually 

♦ « // n*y ^ ^ue moi & M. Turgot quiaimoins Uf tuple ;' fkid 
^his unfortunate Prince; who, during the Revolution, was 
continually faying, « I cannot bear to have a drop of my 
" people's blood fticd on my account. '• * * * 
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^ffinHfUy wffafiqg*. A prudfiat'nwn rill. 
" bf ever att€i|tiv45 to all the fji^rwtt ppm^ 
f'tions jth^t Govfirnaicnt^ coftltanU/ lwxffc4 
^« fw mpaey^ find continually ihift^qg its pljmj 
.«of firmcc, is majcing in the fi»nd» of the 
'•country^ There ajw^y^ -»rc fame pppmloJW 
•* gpi^ on, by which a private man may gtf 
«* a goo4 4&al of moQ^y^ vifhowl h^yiqg Jth? 
'Mead obligations to anyone; and npthing 
«' furely can b^ fo fati$fadory to hinij, as to be 
«' indebted t<^ himfelf only for his own fortune. 
•' The fiirft ftcp towards it js ijjirap poiti&xl i the 
^' reft jfoUpwr as of foi^rfc* 

•'A prudent man will be always economical 
«* in his youth ; and at a certain age» he will 
** find himfelf much fkher than he ever ex^ 
•• peifted to have beem That is the time in 
** which a good fortune is the inoft pflcntial 
*^ to a man's happinefs. 1 am in that ^tua« 
*' tion myfclf at prefent; andj^ after having lived 
*' a great deal with Kings^ I am at lafl become 
<< a King myfelf. In France^ you know^ a man 

" f*|nult 

♦ " He who exercifes no trade or proFeffion/* !ay$ Mr* 
Soame Jei^ns archly, " is impofed upon by every eoCf 
^* wftheut any power of making xepri&ls. He is like a 
^ BqfQ in th(^ pillory^ pelted l>yfll without keing lUe to 
^ rtturji it. Jfle Jias \f\xt one chance, which few men's 
•* fituation or abilities will admit of, which is, that of rcta^ 
** Hating upon the public.'* 
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^^ (ttult be tithef d hamcMif or m arhvUi I hav« 
♦* chofeft td be the firft/' 

Voltaire had written a Tragedy caHed Bra-i 
tud^ afkf ksid a (h^M in a fhi|) of that namej 
kia Tragedy was^ dkifift'di and his (hip made 
a Ibectfsful voyage : "Well/* iaid the Wit, "one 
V of my Brutus's has made amends for the other." 

When the Emperor jofeph ti-a veiled through 
Switzerland^ he did not pay a vifit to Voltaire, 
He^ was alked by the learned Baron Haller, 
tvhy he had not called upon that celebrated 
Writer ? The Emperor replied, «* Had I tra- 
«'- veiled. Sir, merely as an Emperof, I ihould 
« moft afluredly have paid my refpeifls to {q 
^ diilinguiihed a characfler ; but I travel as a 
** Gentleman, and am therefore anxious to 
•• preferve all the punAilios that are annexed 
*'^ to that chara<5tcr : a Gentleman cannot go 
^* to fee a man that has been caned, and who 
'! has been dvfgraced by fome decifions of the 
*' Courts of Juftice againft him.*' 

The Sdicretary of M. DagueiRau, Great 
Chancellor of France, was alked by his Matter 
one day, what he thought of a produdlion of 
Voltaire that had juft appeared ? — '* VEpitre 
« i. V Vranier — «« Why, Sir,** replied he, 
*' the perfon who wrote it ought to be ftnit 
** up in a place where he could not get at penj 
'* ink, and paper. The writer of it is a man 

•'that. 
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430 VOLTAIRE. 

*' that by the general turn of his inind, is capa^ 
•f ble of ruining a Kingdom and overfetting any 
" Government whatever." 

Madame de Talmond once feid to M. Vol* 
taire, " 1 think. Sir, that a Philofopher • fhould 

"never 

• *• An ancient Philofopher," fays 'Duclos, " was ©ne 
« day accufing a celebrated Courtezan of feducing the 
« youth of Athens : * Alas !' replied fhc, * Would to 
** Heaven .that ^e were the only perfons who corrupt 
•* them ? Ek> not you Philofophers ceme in for your (hare 
** of the imputation ?'— " Then," fubjoins Duclos, « it is 
** now the fajhion to declaim again ft prejudices ; perhaps we 
•* have deftroycd too many of them : prejudice is the law 
** of the generality of mankind. In ipcaking on this fub- 
*^ je£l, I am under the neceffity of finding fault with tfcofe 
** writers, who, under the prctenpe of combating fuperfti- 
•* tion (which would be a very laudable motive, if it were 
.** reftrained within the bounds of virtue and of prudence), 
*' endeavour to fap the foundations of morality, and loofen 
** the bands of focicty ; the more fenfelefs, as they themfelvet 
*• would be in the moft danger if they were to fucceed in 
♦' making proFelytes. 'I'lic pernicious cfFe£b which they pro- 
•* duce upon their converts, is to render them in their youth 
*< tifelefsand dangerous citizens and fcandalous criminals, and 
*' in an advanced age wretched and miferablc men ; for there 
** can be but few of them, who, at that time of life, can 
•* poflcfs the curfed advantage over their fellows, of becom- 
<^ ing fo com]}Iete1y abandoned as to be carjclcfs about the 
** future confcquences of their paft lives ; for 

•♦ Nunquam allud Natura, aliud fapicntta dixit. 

'^ Nature 
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VOLTAIBE4 *431 

*' nevef wrhe but to endeavour to render man-* 
*' kind Icfs wicked and Icfs unhappy than they 
** arc. Now you do quite the contrary. You 
f^ are always writing againit that Religion which 
*^ alone is able to reftrain wickcdncfs, and to 
f afford us confolation under misfortunes.*' Vol- 
taire, according to Brotier, was much (truck 
with what M. dc Talmond had faid to him, 
and excufed himfcif by faying, " that he wrote 
*• only for thofe who were of the fame opinion 
*' with himfelf/' 

Voltaire's pen was fertile and very el^nt; 
his'obfervations are occafionally acute, yet he 
often betriys great ignorance when he treats 
on fubjcds of ancient learning. Dr. Johnfon 

told 

" Nature and Wifdom differ but in name, 
" Thfcir ends and objcfts ever are the fame ; 
" In fpite of Sophiftry's feduftive art, 
" They force their truths eternal on the heart, 

•* And, as Juvenal has finely obfervcd, 

** Exemplo quodcunque maio committitur^ ipji 
" DifplicU auSlori^ Prima eft hac uUio^ qu$dfe 
, ** jfudiu nemo nouns abfolvitur, 

« Whoe'er commits a crime is fure to feel 

<* Difpleafufe at htmfelf ; nor can he fteel 

** Hi*' mind 'gainfl thofe compun6Uons which juie fcnt 

'< By guilt; itfelf; as its own punifhment : 

<< Whilft, to increafe the angui(h of his heart, 

«« Accufing Confcicnce a^fts the Judge's part/' 
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4St VOLTAIRE^ 

tokf his MMgonift Trtron^ '^ that Fir erat 
^ Mterrimi ingenii 0c faucarum lilerarmi s* and 
Bifiiop WarbitrtOfi fays of him, with no tela 
pleafantiy than truth, ^that he writes xndi& 
•* fercntly well upon rrcry thing.** 

According to the Author of the *^ dalerie 
«' ie VAncienne Cour^'^ Tronchin aflured his 
friends, that Voltaire died in great agonies ctf 
mind« '* Je tneurs abanionni des Dieux t/ de$ 
Homines t^ exclaimed he, in thoTe awful mo. 
ments when truth will force its way. •« i wiflied,'* 
added Tronchin, ** that thofe who had been 
•' perverted by his writings had been prefent at 
«* his death ; it was a fight too horrid to fup- 
*• port. Ojii ne pouvoii pas /e tcnlr contre um 
« pareilfpe£tacle.*' 

" Voltaire,'* faid Montcfquieu, " can never 
•♦ write a good hiftory. He is like the Monks^ 
•' who always write for the honour of their 
<* Convent, and never of the fubjeA on which 
<« they treat ; Voltaire will always write for his 
«^ Convent V 

The 

• This Convent was a Priory conipoled of a few pre- 
tended PhilofopherSy and a grtat Monarch ai the bead of 
them, who, however, better acquaimed with the nature 
•f men) and of human affiun than themfelvesy did not 
proceed to ^the violent extremes into which they gave.- 
Voluire't infidel writings poflcb this peroidoua quality, 
th9t they render to£deUty eaij to the aeuieft capacityy 

end 
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The late fiiifhop W«rburtob had tittCQded> 
to htve written againft Volwirft and ic is a 
pity that he was dilTauded from .doing that 
which he would hai^ done eminently well^ as 
he Had wit and talents equal to. thoTe of Vol- 
taife^ and' was copfidendUy Ms fupcrior in learner 
lag. the loTs^ how€v!er> of the Mitidofieof the 
Bifliop to the polfon o( Ai$ lively thot^b 
dangerous Writer^ is in fomc degree fuppUe<i 
by " Les Letires de queiguai JtUf$ i M* de Vol-*' 

By the idndncfs of Mr. Wynj>h JuM^ in Englilh 
Letixr of M^ de Voltaitc to Mr. Doddin^on, a& 
terwajtk Lord Meltomfae^ is fubjoincd^ 



*< A Monrion ptes it LoBfaniufi^ 
" 4 Fatrier 1756. 

Sir, 

" I was very fick in the month of January, 
^ at the foot or the Alps, when, a handfbme 
*< fjoiilh did appear in my cabin, next to 

and convince thole perfoos by a joke or a fineer, to whom argu- 
jnentation would be incomprehenfiblG. They nife a laugh in 
young minds ^alnft certaixl lerious obje^ when the impref- 
fions are ftrong and vivid» and fcatter thole iire-brands in fpoiti 
which^ under the beauty and playfulnefs of the flame^ conceal 
their {K9vy«rs ^ combuflion, 

f f *^ Laulani^e^ 
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4^34 VCLTAt^X. 

*^ Laii&hne^ and * favoured mc with your kind 
*'' Ititct^ mntt^tt in September; the date from 
'♦ Eaftbury. r. : I :;. : 

' "The couritry- about Geneva, which you have 
^ f(i&k,is now rnuchiitt^proved.; noble houfes are 
9 bullt^fafgegaitiens are. plan ted. Thofewhoiay 
* the worid impairs evcfyday are quite in the. 
<* wrong — ^are quite in the wroqg as to the natural 
" world; 'ri** not the like inxhe mwal and the 
" political one. 

■ " Be* what it will, I have pitched iipoh two rc- 
*' treats on the banks of that 'lake you are pteafed 
" to mention itt your letter.. . I pafs the winter by 
" Laufanne^ and the other fcafons by Geneva, 
" without care and without Kings *. 

*• That country would not perhaps agree 
**' with a Frenchman of twenty-five; but it is 
•' moft convenient to old age; when one is 
«* paft fixty, the place ofreafon is a private 

" ftation. 

•• Voltaire* was one of th« greatefl -flatterers to Kings 
and the Great, to their faces and in his letters to them, 
thatever cxifted. He had written feme verfes in favour of 
' M. de Choifeul when he was in place; he afterwards wrote 
complimentary verfes on M. de Maupcou, who fucceeded 
him. M. de Choifeul, to (hew his contempt at this 
tchavioiir, put a Vcprcfentation of the head of Voltaire 
upon a weather*cock on one of the wings of his Chatuteau at 
Chanteloup, 
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^'ifafion. • Yrfr though I ail mighrily pltetfed* 
« with thcfc lands rf peace «n4 freedom, I' 
^ wbiild gladly fee another land of liberty 
V^a^iQ l^^fore I die$ ( would have the honour 
^' to fec/ypu zgdn, and renew, to you my fin*. 
'^ cere^anfl everlafting gratitude for all the tokens 
*' of kindnofs I reoeived from you when I was ia 
" London. 

'V^y good Countrymen have fonietimea 
'^ upbraided me for having too much off the 
** £ogIilb ^irit in my way of thinkii^g;' it 
^f ihoMld bfc but jui^^ I ihould pay a vifit to 
f tl^fe who have drawn that reproach* upon ^e.; 
V hefuceA dearSir^ none was more.gui(ty^.tban 
*' you., J hope I Aiould find you in good healthy 
«c foryou are bornas found and ftrongas Natum 
'\ made me weak and unhealthy. I hope ih^ evpn« 
^^ ing of your dayris ferene and calm ; ^tis the 
5< beft lot of that hour : you have enjoyed all the 
" reft. .. 

" I am, with the tendered refped, 

" Sir, 
" Your moft humble and obedient fervant, 

•' VOLTAIRI." 

Sir William Chambers prefentcd his book 
on Oriental Gardening* to Voltaire. The two 

following 

* That great Architeft was much ridiculed on the fub« 
jcft of this book. He, however, affured his friendti that 

r f ft tU 
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496 yojUTAffiu, 

fflipmag Unm j|fl|d bfMKqi ^lien»«h tfie 
Opcafion: 

•«■ London, Tuly 3, 1771^ 
" Sir, 

** I ts*c *c liberty of Tendit^ you a little 

•• book htdy publiihcd by'mc; it ^ cbntaihs,' 

<* befidcs a great dtal of nt)ftftnfe, two very 

« pretty prints engravt^d bytfic ctltbrattod Bar- 

" tolozzi; which prints, and the view with which 

^ the book was publifhed, are its only recommeiu 

* da^nb« 

"The taffic ef GardcnJA^, as ft fteitti to me, 

•* is very indifFercnt alt over jfeui-ope. A ^i(h 

^ to fee it mehdcd has indaccd nit to thfow 

«' out ft few hints tipon that fiibjcdf • they may 

«« excite ocliers to labour in At laine • field j 

«* fo ample, fo rich, fb wdl defervlng the at- 

« tenfion of -genias. It is ifmchto be rc- 

« grettcdthat Monficur de Voltah« (aniidftthc 

•• jgreat variety of ftibjefts he has fo fucccfifiilly 

f^ treated) has never employed his tfaouglits 

" upon this^ . 

^* I have the honour to be, with great refped, 

« Sir, 

•* Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

^* William CiiAMBERs. 

" To Umfitur di Voltairtr 

•' Monfieur, 

all the ideas of Oriental Gardening mentioned io it were taken 
from a Trealife pf Fadier Attiret, an I^uropean Miflionary in 
China, wlio had written on the Gaxdens of that jCoantry* 
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" JoiU 7, 177U . 
*' Au Chateau di ternty. 

n Monfieur, 

r 

" Cc n'cft pas aflez d'aimc*' les jardins,*ni 
'* d'cn avoir. II fkut dcs ycux poiir les rcgarder, 
'* ct dcs jambcs pour s*y promener. Jc pcrds 
" bicntot ks uns tt les autrcs, grace a ma viciU 
^ .'• Icflc ct I fnes ftiabdiei Un dcs demicrs 
^ '* ufagcs dc ma vuc a etc dc lire votre trcs 
'* agrcabte ouvragc. Jc m'apcr^ois que j'ai fuivi 
'* vos prccq)te8 tutant que mon ignorance et 
" ma fortune I'ont pcrmis^ J*ai de> ioutdms mcs 
*• jardin?, parter^c^, petite piece d'6au, promc- 
'• nades rqguUcrcs, bois trcs irrcgulicrs, v^ilons, 
«' prcs, vigncs, potagers, avec dcs murs dc partagc 
«« couverts d'arbres fruiticrs, du peignc etdy fau- 
" vage, k tout.cn petit, ct fort cloigni de votre 
" magnificence. Un Prince d'AUcmagncfc ruin- 
" eroit en voulai^t etre votre ccolicr. 
" J'ai I'honnCur d'etre, ave<i toute I'eftime 
'* que vous mcritez, 
" Monficur, 
" Votre trcs obeiflant Scrvitcur, 

•^ Voltaire, 
" Gentilbomme dela Cbambre du Ron'' 

An impertinent perfon had teazed Vokaire 
with continual letters, to which no anfwcr had 

been 
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43S VOITATRB. « 

been given; at laft Voltaire wrote to hiiAr 
thus:^ 

'' My Dear Sir, 

'' I am dead, and cannot therefore in future 
" have the honour to write to you#**^ 



J. J. ROUSSEAU. 



This eloquent Writer was very much chagrined, 
when he. was Aot permitted by Voltaire's friends to 
add his Louis-d'or to thofe that had been coU 
leded for risiifing a ftatuc to him, whilft living at 
the Comedie Francaife at Paris, When his frienda 
reprefented to him as a Philofopher their furprifc 
at this, he replied, ** Mais, Mffftturs, je meurs de 
*' gUire.** . This paflion for glory and diflindion 
feems to have been the leading principle of his con- 
dud. His literary career began in paradox; he 
took the wrong fide of aqueftion long fince fettled, 
and, flattered by the fuccefs of his efforts, he pro« 
ceedcd to his too famous " Contrat Social,^ the 
political creed of a neighbouring Nation, who 
wifh, like Mahomet, to propagate it with arms in 
their hands throughout Europe. Yet, as if con- 

fcious 
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J. J, RODS8EA.U. 4^* 

ioious thlte Mrhat was increly a difplay bfrper*- 
nicious ingienuity in him, might be taken as a feri-^ 
ous truth by others, he fays, in another place, " In 
^' the mifery attendant upon human affairs, what 
*' thing is valuable enough to be purchafed at the 
" expence of the blood of our brethren? Liberty 
*^ itfelf cofts too dear at that price. It is vain,''* 
continues he, '^ to attempt to confound liberty and 
** independence : they are things fo different in 
«« themfelves, that it is impoflible to unite them. 
«• When every one acfts as he pleafcs, he muft often 
" do what is unpleafant to others ; and who can 
«* call that fituation a ftate of freedom? Liberty 
«* coniifts lefs in having our own way, t^jan in not 
•• being fubjed to the will of others. It confifls^ 
'* likcwife, in being unable to fubmit the will of 
«« another perfon to that of one's own. Who- 
" ever has continually his own way cannot J)C 
»* free; and, in reality, to command is to obey.** 

He fays, in his Lei f res ecrites de la Mqhiagne,^^ 
«« After having; during the whole courfc of my 
•» life, been the panegyrift of a Republican form 
*« of Government, muft I, towards the end of it, 
" be obliged to confefs that oif all the Govern-. 
" ments that exift. Monarchy is that in which 
•' there is the grcateft regard paid to the true' 
" liberty of man." 

Had Roufleau, who was rather capricious than 
malignant, rather a man of no fixed principlea 

tham. 
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44& j« J. %ovfmAv. 

tfam of bad principkiB^ tt^cd m htm fcAlllie pei^ 
nicious efi^Os df hii paradoxes npon die Iyif>i>i^ 
nels'of mankind in our tiine^ he would liave bcei\ 
tlie firft to have execiated hu own (cduiftive cafents^^' 
and to have broken that magical irand^ which^ 
though like that of Proi^ro^ it could << fist thtf 
<^ waters in a* wild roar/' yet did iiof> like his^ 
poifcfiiits mort lalmaiy |>0wer Df allaying diefn *« 



CARDINAL DE BRIENNE, 

T«s Frelate was of aMiidfteml fimtlf* bad- 
iaine talents^, was an elegant writer^ and, Kke Vef- 

pafian^ 

• The venerable and refpeflable Bilhop of Leon it St. Pol^ 
now in London, tvas once prefem when Rouficau was accufed 
of being occasionally in his writings ix>ntndtBory and incoa« 
ftqt^fBnt. << I tcU mankind," anfwered hc» <' what I really tbjnk 
^'true a£ the time, and fo I perform my cngagpnents with 
<» them.'* 

' f M. de Bricnnc's great grandfather was Secretary of State 
.to Anne of Auftria. He publithed his Memoirs in three 
volumei i&mo. for the ufe of his Ton. They are v^y enter- 
tainiof;. The elder brotho- of the Cardinal de Brieme, the 
Marquisi had his arm Ihot off in the fatal atuck t>f Fort 
L'Aifiette, in Savoy, in 1746* }ie was requefted to retire 
to his tent. " No, no," replied he, ** I have another arm 
*• left for the fcrvice of my King," He pcrfifted, and wts 
fi>oa afterwards killed by i cannon^balU 
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pafian, . mxMd have ever appeftffd d/gmif nindndi 
ft mn nijttj^/^M<:apiible of (bt o£ci 4f fritn^ 
Minifter of a great kingdom, had ht fe*Vcr fcfd» 
placed in that ardootts fttuation. 

When Archbiihop of Thouloufe, he dHfin^ 
guiflied himfelf by his polilhed manners and de« 
gant hofpitality. His paftoral Letter Agatnft 
Burying in Churches is well written^ and fbrcifaly 
expafes that abufe^ which, like the torment of 
Mezentius, conjoins the living with the dead, and 
is produdive of many mifchievous efFe^ on the 
healths of mankind. 

« O ye/* fays he in his Paftoral Letter^ ^* my 
^ dear Srethren, who continue to think our regu- 
^ tations too fevere (although we have been as 
^ little rigorous as pofliblej, what complaints can 
<* you make, what objedions can you oppofe to 
«* them? Churches, in the early times of our 
f* holy religion, were never made ufc of as the 
^ ft|Hiltures of Chriftians. They ieem to have 
^* been fo little intended for that purpofe, that in 
*« the office for the confecration of them, accord* 
•' ing to a learned Canon Lawyer, there is not a 
^« iingle prayer that relates to it, though there are 
<« ibme czprdsty deftincd for the confecration of 
^f church-yards ; and can you fuppofe that prew 
" tenfions, againft which their abufc will ever pro- 
^' teft, can prevail againft the dignity of our (acred 
^' fabrics, the holinefs of our altars, and the con* 
♦* ferv«tioi) of thp hum^^ r^c? 

« WiU 
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Will jvn dbn Imc recoorilb to ymr fitnsu' 

tbc nnk wliidi you 



« Qbt gnxBxb of mnfafrnrc ate fo great, diat 

* IK ace mrlinrd to dmk choCc pcdbm who have 
« die gKcaotft clainB to difHnftioo, will be the 
« faft tD cxcxt tbofe clanm. Ezcqidons caufe 
*■ alnrsjcaloufyaod imitipljr pictcnfioos. Who 

* wHi dare to cu e ipLu n when the prohibicion be- 
« comes a gcnaal law ? and furdy in die grave 
*■ at kaft dKxe oii^ to be oo exceptioa made for 
•• aay ooc." 

M. Hccqwr iafs, in his 5' Q^oKon of Tiads 
•* icLirfvr to die Exhumation of the great Church 
« of DonkirK/' that tlie town " became more 
m hcakfaj afier the bodies of diofe who had been 
«* boried in it had been taken op. The houfe of 
^ the God of Meicy/' iajs he» ^ then ceafcd to 
•* be the camera of Peftilence, and the Sauduaiy 
<* of Rdigian was no longer the grave of Poilu- 
^ tian.'* Similar efieds produce fimilar cau(b; 
and when the exhalations from putrid animal mat- 
ter are added to the iinoke^ the filthy and the clofe- 
ncis of great towns, the philofopher will behold 
them no Ids as the defiroycrs than the corrupters 
of the human race *• 

• S« •* Fiecet C'KcrniJrt let ExhumaticKt fjttes dans PEgliJe 
^ diSt, EUj em Dumkewqwt^ imprimets et pubiires par I'Ordre du 
** Ccvtcrmmei&t^ P^rzi, ti%^." The ancien regime of France 
yns in gBBtnl very caicful of ihe lives and healths of its fuh- 

je6ls. 
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M. TURGOr. 

•It was faid of Turgot, and of his predeccflbr lA 
the finances. Abbe Terrai, *' que le premier fit 

" md 

jefisy within the kingdom at leaft. Were they threatened with 
my epidemica} difeaCbj or did any |>articular complaint appeary 
the bcft Phyficians were appointed by the Government to 
examine into the nature and caufes of them ; and their reports 
were printed at the expence of the King. It did not wait for 
the flow and uncertain exertions of benevolence in the indi- 
vidual ; it confidered itielf asthe ** nurfing father and the nuiC' 
^' ing mother of its people/' The fame remarks^ may be 
extended to any improvement in -Agriculture, ManufaRures, 
Navigations &c. . The ableil Chemids, the bell Mechanics, 
Ac. were employed and paid by Government to make experi- 
ments, to furnifh models, &c. a paternal care well worthy the 
notice of other Governments, who^ though blelTed with mors 
freedom, are but too apt to have lefs attention and ufe a Icis 
degree of exertion refpefting thefe objefts. Thtf merit indeed 
of a chemical procefs to arred the baleful power of contagion, 
dilc'overed by a learned, polifhed, and benevolent Phylician, 
has lately attra£led the notice of our Board of Admiralty, and 
induced it to make uie of a method fo (imple and fo certain to 
preferve the healths and the lives of thofc perfons committed t© 
their care. No remuneration nor no diftinftions have as yet - 
attended the difcoverer, who in this, as in feme other benevo- 
lent exertions, has merely been gratified with the applaufea 
of his own virtuous mind; thofe applaules which the whole 
couife of his liberal and intelligent pradioe has ever fecured to 
him.—- See " A Letter addreffed by James Carmichael Smyth, 
M. D. F. ,R. S. to Lord Spencer." 

. 3 
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«*««/ le hien, et que U fecond fit lien le uw//* 
There might be ibme truth in this ; for Turgot, 
ivith the belt intentioft^ in the worlds was perhaps 
rather tQ9 precipitate in fome of his meafures. He 
fuppofcd (he reft of manjcind to be as lionef^^ as 
virtuous, and as intelligent as himfelf, but was 
moft iatally deceived^ Tuigot innovated many 
thingB in the Ffeiich Government : — the thinga 
were very probably in themfelves rights but the 
Nation V9S not perhaps in a proper ftate to re* 
Wve thcm^ The ill fuccrfs of this upright but 
imprudent Miniller gave x^ to the following 
^mfe$, whkh veie ^pxttn in 1777* and which 
were caUerf ^ La Propbefie Tnrgoiine^'* a pro- 
phecy, alas! too cruelly vc|ifie4 by the rapine, 
the maflacres, the regicides and the facrilege 
urbich have fuccecded, 



PROPKETIE TURGOTINE, 

PAXTE BN l'aNN£E I???- 

sun l'AI», f' 8| |.E KOI m'aVOIT DONNf PARXfl^i 

?^C. 8cc." 

VI VENT tous nos beaux cfprits 

Encyclopediftes! 
Du bonhcur Francois epri$, 

Graods Economises. 
Par leurs foins au temps d' Adam 
Nous reyiefidion^f c'ei^ leqr plan : 
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Motnus]esa0iftr^' • 

Ogue, 
Momusimaflliflel - 

Ce ne'ft pas de 119s hpu(|pin| 

Que vient leur fcience; 
£n eux ces fiers P^bdH^^ . . 

Ont la&pience; 
Lt$ Colbert et les SMf 
NousparoiiTentgcamla^. ^Ufi? ^. 

Ce n'eft qu'ignoraiu:!:^ 
Ogue, \ i 

Ce h*eft qoi'igiioiance ! ^ . * 

On verra tout les etatt . /, 

fintre eux fe confondre. 
Lea psluvres fur leurs gr^bat$ - - 

Ne plus fe moribxuirf 4 
Des biens on (enr^e^ lot^ 
Qui rendront tes gens cg^qx 

Le bel oeuf a ppiMre* 
Ogu6, 

Ltbeloeufapondr^! 

Du mSme pas marcheront 

tlobleffeetroture; 
Les Francois retoumei[onC 

Au droit de nature. 
Adieu Parlement et Loix, 
Et Dues et Princes et Kjois ! 

La bonne aventurCf 
Ogue, 

Xa bonne aVenture! 



'> 
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Puis devenus vcrtueux ; 

Parphilofophie, 
Les Fninfoisaiiront'detDicaK 

Aleurfantailie* ' 



Alors I'amour et furetS 

Entre fqsurs et frcres, 
Sacrements et pai*nt6 

Seront dcs chimercs ; 
Chaque perc imit^ra 
Noc quand U s'cnivra. 

Libcrt6 plenicrc, 
Ogue, 

Liberte plcniercl 

Plus dc Moines langourcux, 

Dc plantives Nonncs, 
Au lieu d'adreffcr aux Cicux 

Matines et Nones, ' 
On verra ces mVilheureux 
Danfer, abjurant leur voeux, 

Galante chaconne^ 
Ogue, 

Galante chaconhe! 

Partifans des novations. 

La fine fcquelle 
La France des nations 

Sera le modele. 
Et c^honneur nous devrons 
Au Turcot et compagnons^ 



BeTonge 
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Bcfognc immortelle, 

Ogue, 
Befogneimmoit^lc! , , 

A qui devrons nous le plus! 

C'cft a notrc maitrc, 
Qui fccroyant un abus, 

Ne vbudra plus Tctrc ♦. 
Ah ! qu'ii faut aimer le bicn 
>Pour dc Roil n'etr&plus rien, 

J'enverroistout paltre, 
Ogue. 

J'enyerrois tout paitrc! 

This ^'Prophetic" was written by M. de 
Liflc, a Captain- in the French fcrvicc at the 
time in which that virtuous and learned Minifter 
mad^his reforms in the Government of France; 
reforms which, however didated by the greatcft 
purity of intention, and emanating from a 
mind moft highly cultivated and informed^ 
were but ill calculated for the^ comfort and 
happinefs of a People who pulh every thing 
to extremes, and feem to have been daz- 
zled 

• This relate Sl to what the unfortunate Louis the Sixteenth 
faid to M. de Mallherbe, when that Minifler of State defired 
his Sovereign to permit him to refign ; <* (lue vous ^tet beureux^ 
** Monjiiur! que jc puis pat tiCtu aller auffi — How happy you 
"are, Sir! Why cazmot L refign too ?" Louis faid one day of 
M. Turgot, ^< He and I are the only perfons in the country 
*' who have a regard for the people/' 
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zled and to have become wild At tHe otete dawn 
of that liberty/ to the fplendor 4rf which they 
had been fo little accuffloined*» 

M. Turgot always gave his teftimpqy ii) fiivour 
of the virtue and good intentions of the late 
unfortunate Monarch of his country : '' Nous 
** avofis un Roi b§n9li^ bomtM^* ht hUA always 
' to fay — <'We have a King wh« is an honeft 
♦• man.** Poor T\ii^ fiiould have looked 
into that Oracle of human wifdom^ Lord Bacon^ 
who would have told him^ '' It is not good to 
•« try experiments on bodies politic^ except the 
^ neceffity be ufgent» or the utility evident i 
•^ ind to cake good care th^t it be th^ defirp of 

• Corrupth optim ^ p^fimd^ bf the fchools,— >^he abufe of 
«ny thing is more dangerous in proportion to its intrinflc excel- 
lence. A Poet has feigned that Mitton became blind, in confo- 
^ence of the a&ual appegtnncet>f cfae Go4de& of 'Libccty to 
kim. Tkft mne (hsdb^ of. thi^ Mgnft and v^iierabk Diviatly 
tm^fluTcf^ ifae AH iMil py^ yf ihe f xcvch^nst^ofiy cmdexcit^d 
it t» thfi ixu^lgf^MC^ of thofc rude «nd turbulent paflions by 
which the xnoft deteflable tyrants themfclves have been diilin* 
guiithcd^ avarice, revengCi and cruelty, the violation of every 
principle of judice, and the profanation of every facied rite, 
fi^py woidd it have been for themfel ves aa4 t)icir neighbouR, 
if, like the ancient CippadocianS| they had refufed that free* 
dom which was offered them by the humane and virtuous Tur« 
ipi\ as by their .abufe of that inellimable ble(&ng, the fource 
of every exalted energy of the human n^indf they have con- 
verted it into a curfe, as well to thcmfelvesas to the other na* 
lions of Eiuope, 

4 
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V not the .deiiire of change that projcds on the 
^ reformation^ Further/' adds his Lordlhip; 
*\ all novftlt^j though perhaps it muft not be re- 
"jcdlcd, yet ought ever to be held fufpcKted ; 
'! and laftl)r, as. the Scripture diredls^ hiatefuptr 

V vm a^ifuas — Let us make a (land upon ther 
*' antient ways> and then look about us^ aiid dif^ 
*f cover what is the ftrsughteft and right way^ and 
** fo Wilk in it/* 



M. CHAMFORT 



Says in his *' Maxims/* 

'*^Thc laws that refpedt a fccret, and a fufn of 
<< money entrufled to a man^ (hould ftand upon 
" the fame foundation. 

** One of my friends, » man of very deli->- 
*' cate health, but of great ftrength off cbafa(ilfcr,' 
«* ufed to fay of himfelf, '' I am as well the reed 
''that bends and never bfeaks, as the oak that 
"breaks and never bends, homo inttfior' Mn^" 
^^ nervus. 

•* A man without charader is a thing, not z 
''man, 
VOL'. IV. eg "A ma^ 
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^'A man without principles is commonly a 
'' man without charader. Had he been bom 
<< with a charadler, he muft have feen the neceC 
*' fity oF forming to himfelf principles confident 
** with it. 

." Philofophy, like the art of Medicine^ con- 
V tains a great deal of trafii^ veiy few remedies^ 
'* and hardly any ipecifics. 

''Vanity caufes a man to exert his talents 
«^more forcibly than he otherwife would have 
'' done. Put a (lick to a piece of pointed iron it 
'' becomes a dart^ add a few feathers to it and it 
•* becomes an arrow. - 

'• Weak men are to rogues and defigning per- 
'* fons what light troops are to an army; who do 
*' more mifchief than the army itfclf by fcouring 
" and ravaging the country. ' 

•* If a man really wiflies to avoid being a 
'' quackj he (hould never get upon a flage; but 
«* if once he has played his tricks upon it, he 
f« muft continue them, or fubmit to have ftones 
*' thrown at him by the populace. 

*• Moft men are flaves, becaufe they cannot 
«' pronounce the monofyllable ' No/ and arc un- 
^' able to live alone; 

'* General maxfans are, in the condudt of life, 
^ what routine is in certain arts. Situations in 
*' each occafionally arife, which require fome- 
'« thing beyond them.*' 
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ABBE BROTIER, 

The Editor and Tranflator of Tacitus, ^wzs a 
Jcfuit. "No one/* fays his Biographer, "ever 
•' more rigidly pradlifed the maxim of the an- 
"cient Philofophcr, "live concealed.** Many 
" of his own excellent maxims ftill remain in the 
" memory of his friends." 

He ufed to fay, " That as a man could not 
" always do what he wiflied to do, to enfure the 
'^ peace and the tranquillity of his life, he ought 
" to be contented with doing that which he 
** ought to do. 

" The great fources of happinefs we under* 
*' ftandii^ ^apd cheerfulnefs. Nothing in the 
" world can be fet againft them; and they calx 
" ftand in the ftead of every thing." 

He ufed to fay, " That in proportion as the 
"Government .was in the hands of more per- 
** Ions, it was alway? more unjuft. OBferve," 
faid he, ".in the Roman Provinces governed 
«' by the Senate, to what an excefs tyranny and 
" rapine were carried by the avarice of the 
" Pro-Confuls, and by the power of impunity 
«' ^hich they poflefled ; being matters them- 
" felves of the Senate, and friends and relations 

G g a •' of 
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« of the Senators^ the only Judges of their ill- 
" behaviour." 

" There are three things in the world/* faid 
he, "that know no kind of itftraint, and arc 
*^ governed by no laws, but merely by paflion 
^' gad brulality :-^civiI wans, family quarrek, 
•• and relAgiom difputcs/* ^ 

. He agreed with Tacitus, that hereditary power 
4<|Mided ensifdy upon chapce ^ upon birth, 
aoA ilMt eki^ive. power was fuppofed to depend 
upon an enlightened and weii^confidercd choice* 
*' BMt/' added he, ^* tho opinions of mankind 
^' are Rr littfe ibunded in tnith, that the long ex- 
«' perierice of paft ages has taught us, that we owe 
«^ more of our greateft and moil excellent Princes 
« to birth than to choice/' 

A iittte ekgant knd cnteirtaimng work of Abb6 
Brolier was pobiiihed after his deaths intitkd, 
,^^ Puroles MemnMes^^* lamo. of which much 
ufe has been nwle in this Coiuction. 



THE END. 



'W. Fttot. Pjuour, OU B/U^T, LecMlou. 
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